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YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE TO PC LEISURE 


Upgrade your 
a Pentium '^Free Internet 
Delphi UK on our front cover 
QMiui Wing Commander 3 ^Rise of 
the Robots « King’s Quest VII «LionKing 


olour printing at affordable prices 

THE INKJET SET 


Latest inkjet printers tried and tested 


















J 



Terry Pratchett’s 


AVAILABLE ON PC & VQ CD-ROM ^ 


Rincewind the Wizard has spent a lifetimfe avoiding 
danger, hut a dragon is ravaging Atikh-Morpork, 
and he’s the unlikely hero who’s got to rescue the city. 


He’s got the Lugg^^ia mprdercms acdra^ry every 
traveller needs), necessary itemsll^nanas are 

always useful) - and" he’s got YOU. ■ 


Voice overs (CD ROM Version Only) 
JON PERTWEE & KATE ROBBINS 













MAGIC CARPET 

33.99 CD 


PREMIER MGR 3 

21.99 


LITTLE BIG ADV 

33.99 CD 


SENSIBLE SOCCER THEME PARK CANNON FODDER TRANSPORT TYCOON UNDER A KILUNG MOON 

5.99 28.99 DISK OR CD 14.99 29.99 or 28.99 cd 36.99 cd 


THE LION KING 

20.99 


NASCAR 

26.49 or 26.99 CD 



SAM AND MAX 

18.99 OR 26.99 cd 


LEMMINGS 2 

9.99 


COLONIZATION CANNON FODDER 2 FIELDS OF GLORY 

29.99 OR 28.99 CD 23.49 16.99 


TIE FIGHTER 

29.99 


CHAMP MGR COLL. 

13.99 


DOOM 2 


WORLD OF LEMMINGS RISE OF THE ROBOTS 


IM^OKrANT - ntASi NOTi 

Ic = CGA (Colour Graphics Adaptor) 

1e = EGA (Enhanced Graphics Adaptor) 

Iv = VGA (Video Graphics Array) 

ISV = Super VGA 

1286/386 = Min machine requirement 
|. = NEW Item 

I MB = Minimum requirement of RAM 
IhD = High Density 
I DUAL = 3.5" & 5.25" disks 
I RATED 18 - We only accepted faxed or postal 
I orders. Please sign and state “ I am over 18 " 


32.99 OR 36.99cd 23.99 or 25.99 cd 29.49 or 31.49 cd 


P€ 3.5” DISK GAMES I PC CD ROM GAMES 1 PC CD ROM HOME AND INTERACTIVE j PC JOYSTICKS & MICE 


LUCAS ARTS TRiPLE PACK VOL2 V/256C/386 
(iNDY - FATE OF ATLANTiS. DAY OF THE 
TENTACLE, SAM & MAX HIT THE ROAD) • 


BIG GREEN DISK V/386/4MB 

A COMPLETE CD-ROM DEVOTED TO THE ENVIRONMENT 


CHALLENGE PACK 

(EPIC, F29, PUSH OVER, ROBOCOP 3, 

36.99 MIGHT & MAGIC 2, CONTRAPTIONS, D- CLIPART HEAVEN 2 

„„ GENERATION, PAPERBOY 2, CHESSMASTER OVER TEN THOUSAND 300+ DPI HI-RES GRAPHIC IMAGES 

29.99 2100)E/V/386 .25.99 pQR USE IN YOUR OWN CREATIONS AND DESIGNS. 

?9 99 COLONIZATION V/386/4MB. .28.99 FORMATS INCLUDE PCX, TIFF, CDR AND BMP (MONO) . 

22 99 COMANCHE - MAXIMUM OVERKILL V/386/4MB31.49 COMPLETE WINDOWS SET CD (COLLECTORS EDITION) V/386 

19.99 HUNDREDS OF EXCELLENT GAME_S,_UJILITIES_,ANp^ 


PC 3.5” DISK GAMES 


INRHIP 20001 23 99 APPUCATIONS, MANY VERY PROFESSIONAL PROGRAMS, 
(HISTORYLINE, CAMPAIGN, GUNSHIP 2000) 23.99 RESPONSE MENU SYSTEM TALKS YOU THROUGH 

qi qq designer FONTS FOR WINDOWSCDWIN3.lv/386 

■ PfiAq OVER 400 TRUE TYPE AND POSTSCRIPT FONTS, ALL 

llss.gg DIFFERENT HIGH QUALITY STYLES . 

. .23.99 distant SUNS V2.0 FOR WINDOWS V/386/2MB 
. 31.49 fully ACCURATE PLANETARIUM. ENHANCED VERSION 

■ .26.49 including SPECIAL SHOEMAKER-LEVY 9 COLLISION 

. .21.99 UPDATE AND AN EXTRA 1,500 PICTURES OF PLANETS 
..33.49 and STARS TAKEN BY HUBBLE . 


33.49 


GHOSTS. AN INCREDIBLE ADVENTURE GAMEPLAY 
AND CONTENT BASED INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCE 

STARRING CHRISTOPHER LEE. V/386 . 

ITN WORLD NEWS 1993 V/256/486/4MB 


AWARD WINNERS 3 

(CIVILISATION, ELITE 2, LEMMINGS) V/386 ■ 
AWARD WINNERS GOLD 
(SENSIBLE SOCCER, ELITE, JIMMY 
WHITES SNOOKER, ZOOL) V/386 . 


..19.99 


.79.99 


.29.99 


MASTER OF MAGIC V/386 . 

MASTERS OF ORION V/386/2MB . 

MICRO MACHINES V/386 . 

MONOPOLY E/V/286 . 

MORTAL KOMBAT V/386 . 

MR BLOBBY V/386 .13-99 

NASCAR V/386/2MB 26.49 

NEW WORLD OF LEMMINGS V/386 .23.99 CREATURE SHOCK V/486/4MB 

ON THE BALL - LEAGUE EDITION V/3B6 .21,99 CYBERIA V/256C/386/2MB • . 

ON THE BALL - WORLD CUP EDITION V/386 21.99 CYCLEMANIA V/386/2MB • . 

OUT POST V/256C/486 26.99 DARK FORCES V/486/4MB • . 

OVERLORD V/486 29.99 DARK LEGIONS V/256C/386 . 

1942-PACIFIC AIR WAR V/3B6/2MB 29.99 pimralL FANTASIES H/D V/386 .23,99 DAWN PATROL V/386/2MB . 

A-TRAIN E/V/386 11.99 riraTES GOLD V/256C/386 .13.99 DAY OF THE TENTACLE V/256C/286/2MB 

A10 TANK KILLER V/386 .11.99 pQLicE QUEST 3 E/V/386 .12.99 DESERT STRIKE V/386 . 

ACES OF THE DEEP V/386 .26.99 popuLOUS & SIM CITY C/E/V/286 .18.99 DISCWORLD V/386/2MB . 

ACES OVER EUROPE V/386 • .29 99 pnpULOUS 2 V/286 11.99 DOOM 2 V/386/4MB . 

AIRBUCKSV1.2E/V/306 .11.99 ppEMIER MANAGER 2 V/386 .7.99 DUNGEON MASTER 2 V/386/2MB . 

ALADDIN V/386/2MB 20.99 pRCMipR fyiANAGER 3 V/386/2MB • .21.99 EARTH SIEGE V/386/2MB • . 

ALONE IN THE DARK 2 V/386/2MB .25.99 popMippi MANAGER H/D V/296 6.99 ECSTATICA V/3B6/4MB . 

ALONE IN THE DARK H/D V/256C/386 .16.99 pr™E OF PERSIA 2 V/386/2MB 26.49 ELITE 2 (FRONTIER) H/D E/V/386/2MB/NDS ...14.99 'TN WORLD NEWS 1993 V/256/486/4MB 

ARCADE POOL V/386 .12 99 pSYCHOPIN^3ALL V/386 • 21.99 FI 4 FLEET DEFENDER V/386/4MB .29.99 A COMPLETE LOOK BACK AT THE YEARS NEWS. VIDEO 

ARCHER MACLEAN'S POOL V/256 .7.99 QUARANTINE V/486/4MB • .24.49 F15 STRIKE EAGLE 3 V/386/2MB .13.99 FOOTAGE, AUDIO REPORTS PICTURES AND MAPS. FREE 

RAILROAD TYcS DELUXE V/SV/386 26.99 FABLES & FIENDS PART 2 V/256C/386/2MB ...31.99 ITN WORLD NEWS 1992 WHILE STOCKS LAST . 

RAILROAD TYCOON E/V/286 .9.99 FABLES & FIENDS PART 3 V/486/4MB .25.49 - ASSASINATION (RATED 15) V/25eC/386 

RISE OF THE ROBOTS V/386/4MB •.29.49 FALCON GOLD \//386/4MB .29.99 MOTION VIDEO CLIPS AND ARCHIVAL INFORMATION .34.99 

B17 FLYING FORTRESS H/D V/256C/286 .16.99 SAM & MAX HIT THE ROAD V/386/2MB 8.99 qremLIN COMPILATION VOL 1 CONTAINS EXTRA SOUNDS, GRAPHICS AND GAMES .31.99 

BADDIEL&SKINNER-FANTASY MANAGER V/2S6* 21.99 SCRABBLE (US GOLD) E/V/286 19.99 (zqol, LOTUS 3, NIGEL MANSELL'S) V/386 ...16.99 cnp wiMnnwc; W1M3 1/3RR/4MR/HD 

HITTI p IRI F 2 V/3R6 24 99 SEAL TEAM V/386 9-99 ' MICROSOFT ART GALLERY FOR WINDOWS WIN3.1/386/4MB/HD 

BENEATH A STEEL SKY V/256C/386.26 99 SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND H/D V/266C/286 12.49 INDY JONES FATE OF ATLANTIS V/256C/386 26.99 Qv^p g.OOO OF THE MOST NOTABLE PAINTINGS IN THE 

BURNTIME VM86 - . . .Ill 111 I.,20,99 SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND 2 V/256C/286 12,99 INFERNO V/486/4MB .33.99 WORLD BY ARTISTS SUCH AS D’VINCI AND VANGOGH. 

CAESAR DELUXE V/386 .11-99 SECRET WEAPONS OF THE LUFTWAFFE E/W386 12.99 ksjjERPLAY TENTH ANNIVERSARY ANTHOLOGY INCLUDES A HISTORY OF EACH TITLE .39.99 

CANNON FODDER 2 V/386/2MB .23.49 SENSIBLE SOCCER - INTN'L EDITION V/3B6 15.49 (quT OF THIS WORLD, STAR TREK • 25TH MICROSOFT BOOKSHELF FOR WINDOWS WIN3.1/386/4MB/HD 

CANNON FODDER V/386 14.99 SENSIBLE SOCCER V/256C/286 ._5.9g ANNIVERSARY, CASTLES. LORD OF THE RINGS, A COLLECTION OF 7 BEST SELLING REFERENCE BOOKS 

CHAMPIONSHIP MANAGER 93/94 SETTLERS E/V/3B6 .24.99 baTTLECHESS. DRAGON WARS, WASTELAND, INCLUDING ENCYCLOPEDIA, DICTIONARY, ATLAS, THESAURUS, 

(END OF SEASON DATA DISK) V/3B6 .13.49 SILENT SERVICE 2 E/V/286 .11.99 baRD'S TALE, TASS TIMES, MINDSHADOW) V/286 33.99 ALMANAC AND QUOTATIONS, POWERFUL SEARCH FACILITIES ...74.99 

CHAmSshIp MANAGER COLLECT^^ .sIm CITY 2000 SCENARIOS VOL T 111 111 '.:H2:99 KING'S QUEST 7 V/466/4MB - .28.99 MICROSOFT CINEMANIA FOR WINDOWS WIN3.1/386/4MB/HD 

^ niiTM/MPR nqq __ KING'S QUEST COLLECTION A GUIDE TO OVER 19,000 MOVIE GREATS, INCLUDES CAST 

MANAGER ™ '93/94 V/386 19 99 ^ „ qq (KING'S QUEST 1 TO 6) V/386/4MB • 29.49 ysTS, REVIEWS, QUOTES AND ACTUAL SCENES FROM SOME 

^nSn^V^P^niRk 18 49 (SIM CITY CLASSIC, SIM LIFE, SIM ANT) .23.99 [aNDS OF LORE V/386/4MB 29,99 ALL-TIME CLASSIC FILMS. POWERFUL SEARCH FACILITIES ...39.99 

CIVILISATION e;v/286 ^ ::: ::: :::22:99 SIMON the sorcerer 2 V/386/2MB .24,99 LAWNMOWER ... ..|9.99 

SPACE LEGENDS - 

(WING COMMANDER, MEGATRAVELLER, 

16.99 ELITE PLUS) H/D E/V/286 .11 

SPEAR OF DESTINY V/2S6C/386 .9.99 UTIL D'^IL V/256C/386 .MICROSOFT ENCARTA FOR WINDOWS WIN3.1/386/4MB/HD 

SPEEDBALL 1 & 2 V/286 .9.90 LITTLE BIG ADVENTURE V/466/4MB .33,99 ENCYCLOPEDIA WITH TEXT, GRAPHICS, PHOTOGRAPHS, 



HAWK JUNIOR 

(ANALOGUE, 
AUTOFIRE.IS PIN) 

10.99 




FLIGHTSTICK PRO 

(ANALOGUE, 15 PIN) FOUR 
INDEPENDANT FIRE 
BUTTONS, THROTTLE 
CONTROL. BUILT-IN MINI 
JOYSTICK .59.99 


CLASSIC COLLECTION - ACCESS 

(LINKS GOLF, BOUNTIFUL, FIRESTONE, 

BAYHILL, PINEHURST) VOSS • . 

CLASSIC COLLECTION - DELPHINE 
(FLASHBACK, CRUISE FOR A CORPSE, 
ANOTHER WORLD, OPERATION STEALTH. 

FUTURE WARS) V/386 • . 

CLASSIC COLLECTION - LUCAS ARTS 
(MONKEY ISLAND, INDY JONES & THE LAST 
CRUSADE, LOOM, MANIAC MANSION, ZAK 
MCKRACKEN) V/386 


LEISURE SUIT LARRY COLLECTION 


MICROSOFT DANGEROUS CREATURES FOR WINDOWS V/386/4MB 
OVER 1000 ARTICLES & 100 VIDEO CLIPS OF WILD ANIMALS ...39.99 


PC OPTIX JOYSTICK 

FOR PC (OPTICAL, 
ANALOGUE/DIGITAL 
SWITCHABLE, 15PIN) 
26.99 


(VERSIONS 1 TO 5) V/386 . 29.99 MICROSOFT DINOSAURS FOR WINDOWS V/386/4MB 

LEMMINGS 1 & 2 E/V/286 . 19.99 INFORMATION AND ILLUSTRATIONS OF OVER 80 DINOSAURS .. .39.S 



..28.99 


SPORTS MASTERS 

(PGA GOLF, INDY 500, ADVANTAGE TENNIS, 

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP'S 1992) E/V/386 11.99 mas-TER OF MAGIC WSBe'- .28. 

STAR TREK 2 V/256C/386 .29.99 MEGA RACE V/256C/486 .26.49 

STREETFIGHTER 2 V/256C/286/1MB .11.49 METALTECH V/486 • . 

STRIKE COMMANDER DATA DISK .12.99 MYST (WINDOWS) V/406/4MB . 

CLUB FOOTBALL-THE MANAGER V/386 ...21.99 guBWAR 2050 V/386 29.99 NASCAR V/386/2MB • . 

COLONIZATION V/386/4MB .29.99 gygv^/AR 2050 DATA DISK V«86 .11 99 NEW WORLD OF LEMMINGS V/386 

COMBAT CLASSICS 2 SYNDICATE DATA DISK V/256C/386/4MB .14.99 NOCTROPOLIS V/486/4MB • 

(SILENT SERVICE 2, F19 STEALTH FIGHTER, SYNDICATE V/256C/386/4MB .28,99 NWASTO_RM_V/_386/2MB 


19.49 


19.49 


MAPS, MOVIES AND SOUND. POWERFUL SEARCH 


.74.99 


PACIFIC ISLAND) V/386 . ’..23.49 SYSTEM SHOCK V/386/4MB .28.99 OUT POST V/256C/486 

TACTICAL MANAGER - ENGLISH LEAGUE E/V/386 23.99 PGA TOUR GOLF 486 V/486/4MB. 

COMBAT CLASSICS 3 V/386 • TETRIS - 7 COLOURS E/V/386 .17.49 PINBALL DREAMS DELUXE V/386/4MB 

(HISTORYLINE. CAMPAIGN, GUNSHIP 2000) 23.99 jpx V/386/2MB . .29.99 PINBALL ILLUSIONS V/386/4MB . 

CORRUPTION E/286 .4.49 THE BLUE & THE GREY V/286 .24.99 POLICE QUEST 4 V/256C/386 . 

COUNTDOWN (AS SEEN ON TV) V/386 .17.49 -pHE GREATEST E/V/386 mWFRD^R^VF vmB/2MB^'^ . 

'q^'fq ™lI\uRE OF THE TEMPTRESS, DUNE) 14.99 ^pSeTv"66/4Mb" 


LORDS OF MIDNIGHT V/386/2MB .23.99 

LOVERS GUIDE V/256C/306 .22 99 

MAGIC CARPET V/486/4MB • .33.99 MICROSOFT GOLF V/256C/386 . 34.99 

MICROSOFT MUSIC V/386/4MB 
WATCH ANDLISTEN TO A COMPLETE PERFORMANCE 
WITH OPTIONAL COMMENTARY 

n il MICROSOFT MUSIC ■ BEETHOVEN FOR WINDOWS. V/386/4MB 39,99 

ll'll MICROSOFT MUSIC - MOZART FOR WINDOWS. V/386/4MB . 39.99 

nil MICROSOFT MUSIC -SCHUBERT FOR WINDOWS. V/386/4MB ...39.99 
llil MICROSOFT MUSIC - STRAUSS FOR WINDOWS. V/386/4MB ...39.99 

g^'gg MICROSOFT MUSIC ' STRAVINSKY FOR WlNDOWS .39.99 

I34I49 MICROSOFT MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS FOR WINDOWS V/386/4MB 
.23.99 INFORMATION ON OVER 200 MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
.23.99 PLUS 2000 SOUND SAMPLES . 39.99 



QUICKSHOT 123 
WARRIOR 5 

(ANALOGUE,15 PIN) 

11.99 


MY FRIEND FEAR (ALL AGES) V/386 
26-99 A HUMOROUS LOOK AT THE VARIOUS PHOBIAS AND FEARS 

19.99 -ppiAT WE ENCOUNTER THROUGHOUT OUR LIVES . 24.99 

NEW DICTIONARY OF THE LIVING WORLD (ENCYLOPEDIA) 


rSFTH"E°TS"v^/2'56C/2Ba’ 111 111 lll|| « PARK .28.99 P^BPL ASSAULT .31.99 -|VoTl= 

DESERT STRIKE V/386 .21.99 TIE FIGHTER y/486/4_MB .29.99 B||| °P 111 111 111 III29I99 WITH SOUND, 650 PHOTOGRAPHS, 100 VIDEO 


DOOM 1 (GAME OF THE YEAR) V/386/4MB ...24.99 
CAN BE PLAYED BY UP TO 8 PLAYERS ON A 
NETWORK OR ON TWO PC's CONNECTED BY 
NULL MODEM CABLE (SEE LEADS) 


21.99 TIE FIGHTER V/486/4MB .29.99 

TIE FIGHTER DATA DISK 

DEFENDER OF THE EMPIRE* .15,49 

TRANSPORT TYCOON V/386/4MB 


CAN BE PLAYED BY UP TO 20 NETWORKED 


CLIPS AND 200 MAPS. V/256/486/4MB 



PHASE 9 
PHANTOM 2 
JOYPAD FOR 

PC DIGITAL, 
AUTOFIRE & 
SLOW MOTION, 
15 PIN)... 15.99 




QUICKSHOT 201 
SUPER WARRIOR 5 

(ANALOGUE, AUTOFIRE, 
15 PIN).14.99 


29.99 ROBOCOP 3 S, DUNE EA//286 .15.99 VIRUS KILLER PROFESSIONAL . 19.S 


TRIVIAL PURSUIT DELUXE E/V/286 
UFO - ENEMY UNKNOWN V/386/4MB 


DOOM 2 V/386/4MB . 32.99 ULTIMA 8 - PAGAN V/386/4MB . 

ULTIMA UNDERWORLD 2 V/2S6C/386/2MB 
DREAMLANDS V/258C/286 ,,, y,... i iwnFRWnRI D V/?56n/386/2MB ... 


11.49 SAM 8, MAX HIT THE ROAD V/256C/386/4MB 26,99 

29 99 SIM CITY 2000 + DATA DISK SV/386/4MB • ., .31.99 

19.49 SIM CITY 2000 SV/386/4MB .31.99 

26.99 SIMON THE SORCERER H/D V/256C/386 .27.99 


VISTA PRO CD FOR DOS V/386/4MB 

LANDSCAPE GENERATION ENGINE INCLUDING MAKEPATH 


SAITEK MEGASTICK 3 

(DIGITAL,15 PIN)... 8.99 


FLIGHT DIRECTOR TO FLY THROUGH YOUR VIRTUAL SCENERY ...74.99 
XPLORA 1 - PETER GABRIEL 

AN INTERACTIVE MUSICAL EXPERIENCE BASED ON AND 

HOSTED BY PETER GABRIEL. INCLUDES LOTS OF VIDEOS, 

PUZZLES, PICTURES AND MUSIC * . 39.99 

T 

PC CD ROM EDUCATIONAL 

EAGLE EYE MYSTERIES CD (4-11) V/386/4MB 

GRAPHIC/EDUCATIONAL ADVENTURE ENHANCED FOR CD . 37.99 


(IHANbAHUIILA, blUHivilviMOicn, ion«n; WACKY WHEELS 3D V/386/4MB • .24.49 (SPACE QUEST 1 IU 5) V/3Bb/4IVlB • .29.qa 

DUNGEON MASTER 2 V/386/2MB 26.99 WARLORDS 2 V/386/2MB 29.49 gjAg trek- 

EARTH SIEGE V/386/2MB • .26.49 WOLFSTEIN 3D V/386.15.99 ggTH ANNIVERSARY E/V/256C/386/2MB .34.99 

ELITE 2 (FRONTIER) H/D E/V/386/2MB/NDS ...14.99 WORLD CUP YEAR 94 THE NEXT GENERATION V/486/4MB 31.99 

c'n/raHK. 'ip'm _ STONE KEEP V/256C/386/2MB • .33.99 

|1J1|°^™|®|J^°I_DER2V/256C/286 1 III1I49 STRIKER, SENSIBLE SOCCER) V/386 .17.99 gjgiKE COMMANDER V/256C/386/4MB .32.49 

EYE OF THE BEHOLDER 3 V/258C/386/2MB 1..12.99 X-WING H/D V/256C/386 .28.99 SUB WAR 2050 V/256C/38B .29.99 

F15 STRIKE EAGLE 3 V/256C/386/2MB.13.99 X-WING DATA DISK (B-WING) .16.49 surer ARCADE GAMES. 

FIELDS OF GLORY V/256C/3B6/2MB 16.99 X-WING DATA DISK (IMPERIAL PURSUIT) ...15.49 OVER 100 OF THE BEST ARCADE GAMES ON 

FIFA INTERNATIONAL SOCCER V/386 .26.49 COLLECTION CD, INCLUDES DOOM, DUKE 

FORMULA 1 GRAND PRIXV/286/1 MB .14.99 NUKEM II EPIC PINBALL. JETPACK, SPEAR OF 

GOAL V/286 .8.99 DESTINY PLUS MANY MORE V/386 .19.99 

GRAHAM GOOCH CRICKET H/D V/2B6 21.99 11TH HOUR (18) V/256C/486/4MB 36.99 

GREAT NAVAL BATTLES V/386/2MB 11.99 1942 - PACIFIC AIR WAR V/386/2MB 29.99 SYNDICATE V/256C/386/4MB .32.49 jWINS IN TROUBLE (5-7). EDUCATIONAL ADVENTURE, V/386 ...24.99 

GREAT NAVAL BATTLES 2 V/386/2MB .26.99 7TH GUEST V/256/386/2MB 31.99 jgLSTAR DOUBLE PACK 

GUNSHIP 2000 V/286 .14.99 ACES OF THE DEEP V/386 • 26.49 y-j-H QUEST AND DUNE V/256C/486 .34.99 


SAITEK GRIP 3 

(ANALC .UTOFIRE, 

15 PIN) ...12.99 


23.99 


mi BADDIEL& SKINNER-FANTASY MANAGER V/286 *21.99 VOYEUR V/386/2MB (18) .27.99 kLIK AND PLAY FOR WINDOWS (ALL AGES) V/386/4MB 

gggg BATTLE BUGS V/386 * .26.49 WHO SHOT JOHNNY ROCK? V/256C/286 .29.99 


HOKUM (WEREWOLF) KA-50 V/386/2MB .26.99 .AFRICA'S GREATEST 

INDY JONES FATE OF ATLANTIS ADV. V/256C/3e6 18.99 gR/^REWARE GAMES) E/V/386/2MB .16.99 

INDY CAR RACING H/D V/386/2MB .19.99 flRMQMRED FIST V/386/4MB .29.99 TRANSPORT TYCOON V/386/4MB 

- TRACK DATA DISK H/D V/386/2MB .13.99 , 00 a ..... 

JINXTER E/286 .4.49 AWARD WINNERS 3 

JUNGLE STRIKE V/386 .21.99 (CIVILISATION, ELITE 2, LEMMINGS) V/386 

KING'S QUEST 7 V/486/4MB * . 

KNIGHTS OF THE SKY C/EA//286 . 

LEISURE SUIT LARRY 6 V/256C/386/2MB 

LEMMINGS C/E/V/2B6 (DUAL) . 

LEMMINGS 2 H/D V/286 .9.99 

LINKS 386 PRO H/D V/256C/SV/386/2MB .29.99 

LION KING V/386 .20.99 BITMAP BROS COLLECTION 

LODE RUNNER (WINDOWS) V/386 * .23.99 (GODS, MAGIC POCKETS, SPEEDBALL 2, 

LORDS OF THE REALM V/386 .24.99 XENNON 2, CADAVER) V/386 * . 

LOTUS 3 H/D V/256C/286 .22.99 rlqoqreT V/25eC/386 .25.99 

LUCAS ARTS TRIPLE PACK VOL1 V/256C/386 BUZZ ALDRIN'S - RACE INTO SPACE V/386/4MB 27.99 
(X-WING, B-WING, IMPERIAL PURSUIT) * .29.49 CASTLES 2 V/386/2MB 


KLIK AND PLAY ENHANCED FOR WINDOWS (ALL AGES) . 31.99 

MARIO IS MISSING CD (ALL AGES) V/256C/386 

GEOGRAPHY GAME .19-99 

MICROFRENCH CD (8 TO ADULT) V/386/4MB 

WITH SPEECH AND VIDEOS. WITH GCSE PHRASE BOOK . 26.99 


PC 3.5” DISK HOME SELECTION 


SAITEK MEGAGRIP 8 

(ANALOGUE, 
AUTOFIRE, 15 PIN) 4 
FIRE BUTTONS 
WITH LED... 15.99 


10 OUT OF 10 - DRIVING TEST (16+) (V/286/1 MB) 


19.99 


TFX V/256C/386/4MB .34.99 

THEME PARK V/3e6/4MB .28.99 

28.99 BBC GARDENERS WORLD 3D GARDEN DESIGNER E/286 .16. 

UFO - ENEMY UNKNOWN V/3B6/4MB .29.99 pLYING FINGERS COMPLETE TYPING TUTOR E/V/286 . 25.99 

US NAVY FIGHTERS V?486/fMB'^^.^^^ Ill 111 IIIotIw GRANADA TV HOUSESTYLE 3D INTERIOR DESIGNER V/286/HD 17.99 



BATTLE ISLE 2 V/386/4MB .29.99 WILD BLUE YONDER V/386/4MB .27.99 “ITo/manAGeMEN^^^^ INCLUDES 

BENEATH A STEEL SKY V/256C/386 .27.99 WING COMMANDER 3 SV/486/8MB .. ., ...39.99 

KRONDOR V/256C/386 .31.99 WING COMMANDER AND ULTIMA 6 V/256C/38614.99 PRIVATEER AND SHAUUWCAbI EH GAWILb. V/JBD/4IVID . 

WING COMMANDER ARMADA V/386/2MB ...28.99 QEMM V.7.5 ENHANCED MEMORY MANAGEMENT 

WORLD CUP GOLF V/386/4MB * .31.49 FOR DOS AND WINDOWS V/386/4 MB . 


BETRAYAL AT H 


EKLIPSE MOUSE 

290-2900 DPI VARIABLE 
RESOLUTION, 3 BUTTON 
MICROSWITCHED, 
LONG CORD. .10.99 



MOUSE MAT WITH 
SPONGE BACKING 
4.99 


22.49 X-WING COLLECTION 

(X-WING, B-WING, IMPERIAL PURSUIT + 
6 NEW LEVELS) V/256C/386 * . 


STARWARS SCREEN ENTERTAINMENT FOR WINDOWS. 
WIN3.1/386/4MB . 


700! ? 


^ STEREO WORLD 3D FOR DOS V/286/640K, CREATE, VIEW, 
..21.99 ANIMATE AND PRINT STUNNING 3D STEREOGRAM IMAGES 



WESTERN DIGITAL MOUSE 
FOR PC 290-2900 DPI 
VARIABLE RESOLUTION. 3 
BUTTON MICROSWITCHED 
AND LONG CORD.10.99 


♦ PAIM SPRINGS COIF... 385.99 ATARI JAGUAR ♦ (YBERMORPH... 179.99 SEGA 32X EXPANSION FOR MECADRIVE...149.99 AMIGA (032 CRITItAl ZONE PAM ♦ MKROEOSM, (ANNON FODDER, UBE RATION, PROJECT X, UtT BODY BIOWS, OSMR A DIGGERS...220.00 




























































































































































































































































































WE DO NOT SUPPLY LOW RESOLUTION 0.39 DOT PITCH MONITORS OR INADEQUATE 512K GRAPHICS CARDS WITH ANY OF OUR PCS. 
ALL OUR MONITORS ARE HI-RES 0.28 DOT PITCH AND OUR GRAPHICS CARDS HAVE A MINIMUM OF 1 MEGABYTE VIDEO RAM 



FULL MOTION VIDEO 

WE STOCK A GOOD RANGE OF DIGITAL VIDEO CD’s 

REAL MAGIC LITE FMV MPEG CARD FOR PC .259.99 

FULL MOTION VIDEO ALLOWS FULL SCREEN PLAYBACK OF DIGITAL VIDEO 
CD’S (MOVIES OR MUSIC VIDEO) AND PLAYS SOFTWARE WHICH 
INCORPORATES VIDEO FOOTAGE. REQUIRES 386 WITH 25 MHZ CPU OR 
BETTER. 2 MB OF FREE RAM, VGA OR SVGA GRAPHICS CARD WITH STANDARD 
VESA FEATURE CONNECTOR, SOUND BLASTER COMPATIBLE SOUND CARD 
WITH LINE INPUT AND PANASONIC CR562B, CREATIVE 563 OR SONY 
CDU33A033 CD ROM DRIVE, INCLUDES FMV CARD, THE HORDE (REAL MAGIC 
VERSION WITH QUALITY VIDEO SEQUENCES). INSTALLATION SOFTWARE FOR 
DOS AND WINDOWS, DEMO CD AND ALL NECESSARY CABLES 

ETHERNET 

ETHERNET CARD FOR PC. FOR THIN ETHERNET. INCLUDES T-PIECE ...5 
(READY MADE ETHERNET CABLING ALSO STOCKED) 

LEADS 


.22.99 

ANTI-SURGE PLUG.12.99 

JOYSTICK EXTENDER CABLE FOR PC (2 METRES, 15 PIN) .9, 

JOYSTICK SPLITTER FOR PC (15 PIN). 2 JOYSTICKS TO 1 PORT.10.99 

MAINS CABLE - PC BASE UNIT TO MONITOR .7.99 

MIDI CABLE • SOUND BLASTER TO MIDI KEYBOARD. MIDI IN, OUT & THRU 19. 

MONITOR EXTENDER CABLE FOR VGA/SVGA PC (2 METRES).10.99 

NULL MODEM ADAPTOR (25 PIN CABLE TO 9 PIN PORT) .6.99 

NULL MODEM ADAPTOR (9 PIN CABLE TO 25 PIN PORT) .6.99 

NULL MODEM CABLE (9 PIN) .9.99 

NULL MODEM CABLE (25 PIN) .9.99 

(CONNECTS TWO PC’s FOR HEAD-TO-HEAD PLAYING ON CERTAIN GAMES 
E.G. DOOM 1 & 2, KNIGHTS OF THE SKY, FI GRAND PRIX AND FLIGHT SIM 5) 
PARALLEL DATA TRANSFER CABLE FOR USE WITH DOS 6.x INTERLINK UTILITY ... 10.99 
HI-FI LEAD - PC SOUND CARD TO HI-FI LEAD (2 METRES. JACK TO 2 PHONO) 7.99 
PRINTER LEAD (PARALLEL) 1.5 METRES FOR AMIGA, ST OR PC .5.99 

SCANNERS WITH OCR 

MUSTEK GREY ARTIST HAND SCANNER FOR PC .89.99 

800 DPI HIGH QUALITY RESOLUTION. 256 GREYSCALES. 
SCANKIT, EYE PHOTO AND PERCEIVE OCR SOFTWARE 
MUSTEK COLOUR ARTIST HAND SCANNER FOR PC ... 149.99 
400 DPI HIGH QUALITY RES. 16,7 MILLION COLOURS. 
SCANKIT, EYE PHOTO AND PERCEIVE OCR SOFTWARE 


GAMES CARDS 

QUICKSHOT 113S PC GAMES CARD + JOYSTICK .17.99 

TWIN PORT PC GAMES CARD WITH 113S PC ANALOGUE JOYSTICK (15 PIN) 

QUICKSHOT 163 SMART GAMES CARD FOR PC.12.99 

2X15 PIN JOYSTICK PORTS, CLOCK SPEED DETECT/SELECT. HOT KEY 
TUNING, SOFTWARE SELECTABLE. COMPATIBLE WITH 386 & 486 

SOUND CARDS 

GRAVIS ULTRASOUND MAX SOUND BOARD FOR PC (386+). 164.99 

16 BIT STEREO SAMPLING AND PLAYBACK FROM 5 TO 48 KHZ, 

32 VOICES, 3 CD-ROM INTERFACES, 3D HOLOGRAPHIC SOUND CAPABILITY, 
AUDIO UTILITY SOFTWARE. SOUND BLASTER COMPATIBLE 

MEDIAVISION PROSONIC 16 SOUND BOARD FOR PC.59.99 

16 BIT STEREO SAMPLING AND PLAYBACK FROM 4 TO 44 KHZ. 

SOUND BLASTER PRO COMPATIBLE. INCLUDES PANASONIC 
CD-ROM INTERFACE AND AUDIO UTILITY SOFTWARE 

PC VALUE STARTER PACK .64.99 

SOUND BLASTER V.2 COMPATIBLE 8 BIT SOUND CARD 

WITH QS123 WARRIOR 5 JOYSTICK AND QS825 SOUNDMATE 4 SPEAKERS 

SOUND BLASTER 16 SOUND CARD BUNDLE FOR PC.89.99 

16 BIT STEREO SOUND CARD. SAMPLING AND PLAYBACK FROM 4 TO 44.1 
KHZ, COMPREHENSIVE UTILITY SOFTWARE TO EDIT, MIX, RECORD AND 
PLAYBACK COMPOSITIONS. INCLUDES PANASONIC CD ROM INTERFACE 

SOUND BLASTER AWE32 SOUND CARD FOR PC . 224.99 

32 VOICES. 512K RAM, 3 CD-ROM INTERFACES. CD QUALITY STEREO 
SAMPLING AND PLAYBACK FROM 5 TO 44 KHZ, ADVANCED WAVE EFFECTS 
WITH 16 CHANNELS, 128 INSTRUMENTS AND 6 DRUM KITS. 10 AUDIO 
UTILITIES 

SOUND BLASTER V.2 SOUND BOARD FOR PC .49.99 

ANALOGUE (15 PIN) JOYSTICK PORT. MIDI INTERFACE AND CD AUDIO INPUT 
SOCKETS. WITH LEMMINGS, INDY 500, ORGAN AND TALKING PARROT 

SOUND FX CLASSIC 3000 MCD SOUND CARD FOR PC .144.99 

20 VOICES, 3 CD-ROM INTERFACES. CD QUALITY STEREO SAMPLING AND 
PLAYBACK FROM 5 TO 48 KHZ, ADVANCED WAVE EFFECTS WITH 16 
CHANNELS. 128 INSTRUMENTS AND MULTIPLE DRUM KITS. AUDIO UTILITIES 

SOUND FX SOUND CARD FOR PC . 37.99 

ANALOGUE (15 PIN) JOYSTICK PORT, MIDI INTERFACE AND CD AUDIO 
INPUT SOCKETS. AUDIO UTILITY SOFTWARE. 1 YEAR WARRANTY 

SPEAKERS FOR PC 

WE ALSO STOCK A RANGE OF SONY SPEAKERS 

LOGIC 3 CHAMPION STEREO SPEAKERS .109.99 

2 X 50 WATTS, MAGNETICALLY SHIELDED WITH BASS, 
TREBLE, BALANCE AND VOLUME CONTROLS. 

MAINS ADAPTOR SUPPLIED 

LOGIC 3 SUBWOOFER STEREO 
SPEAKER CONSOLE .,. 69.99 
50 WATTS, MAGNETICALLY SHIELDED, 

TONE, BALANCE AND VOLUME 
CONTROLS. MAINS ADAPTOR SUPPLIED 
QUICKSHOT SOUNDMATE 4 STEREO SPEAKERS (PAIR), . 17.99 
4 WATTS, MAGNETICALLY SHIELDED WITH BASS, TREBLE AND 
VOLUME. BATTERY OR MAINS ADAPTOR (NOT SUPPLIED) 
QUICKSHOT SOUNDSTOR 
STEREO SPEAKER CONSOLE 
WITH MAINS ADAPTOR ...39.99 
10 WATTS, MAGNETICALLY SHIELDED WITH 
BASS. TREBLE, BALANCE AND VOLUME 





SCREENBEAT 3 STEREO SPEAKERS (PAIR) .14.99 

4 WATTS, MAGNETICALLY SHIELDED, BASS AND VOLUME. 
BATTERY OR MAINS ADAPTOR (NOT SUPPLIED) 

SCREENBEAT MAINS ADAPTOR FOR SCREENBEAT 
SPEAKERS (SUITABLE FOR ALL VERSIONS).7.99 

COMPUTER CARE 

3.5" DISK HEAD CLEANER .5.99 

CD WALLET (24 CAPACITY). STORES CD’S NEATLY AND SAFELY (NEW) ...9.99 
CD WALLET (48 CAPACITY). STORES CD’S NEATLY AND SAFELY (NEW)... 12.99 

CLEANING KIT FOR COMPUTERS (INCLUDES VACUUM) .18 99 

DUST COVER FOR 80 COLUMN PRINTER (CLEAR PVC).5.99 

DUST COVER FOR MONITOR (CLEAR PVC) .6,99 

DISK AND CD STORAGE 

DELUXE DISK BOX 3.5" (SHOWN) 

(120 CAPACITY, 3.5”) WITH DIVIDERS .9.99 

DISK BOX (10 CAPACITY, 3,5’’) PLASTIC FLIP TOP 2.99 
DISK BOX (120 X 3.5") LOCKABLE WITH DIVIDERS 9.99 



, 14.£ 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT A CARRIAGE 




SPECIAL RESERVE 
DISKS WITH LABELS 
BRITISH MADE, ERROR FREE 

PACK OF 10 HIGH DENSITY 3.5” 

_ FREE PLASTIC FLIPTOP BOX .7.99 

■ ■ ^■■PACKOF 10DSDD3.5’' + BOX .6.99 

|H ^HSPACK of 50 HIGH DENSITY 3.5" .23.99 

^MIpACKOF50DSDD3.5" .19.99 

PACK OF 10 TDK MF-2HD 3.5” DISKS (HIGH DENSITY BRANDED) ...10.99 

DYSAN DISKS 

PACK OF 10 DYSAN HIGH DENSITY 3.5” DISKS WITH 

LABELS AND FREE PLASTIC FLIP TOP BOX .7.99 

PACK OF 50 DYSAN HIGH DENSITY 3.5" DISKS WITH LABELS .22.99 



OLIVETTI 486 SX33 

• SLIMLINE DESKTOP CASE 

• 3 ISA 16BIT SLOTS • 2 VESA LOCAL BUS SLOTS 

• 4MB RAM EXPANDABLE TO 64MB 

• 210 MB HARD DRIVE • 3.5” 1.44MB FLOPPY DRIVE 

• 14" 0.28 DOT PITCH LOW RADIATION MONITOR TO MPRII 

• LOCAL BUS 1MB SVGA GRAPHICS ACCELERATOR CARD 

• INTEL486 SYSTEM (UPGRADEABLE) I - — I • 

•UK 102 KEY KEYBOARDS MOUSE I 9 

• 1 YEAR ON-SITE WARRANTY -— 


OLIVETTI PCS 42 SX33 4/210 

PC WITH MONITOR ...EX VAT = 765.95 


899.99 



HOME OFFICE SOFTWARE WITH OLIVETTI PCS 

■ MS DOS 6.2 S WINDOWS 3.1 • SOFTWARE TUTORIAL 
' MICROSOFT WORKS 3* • LOTUS ORGANIZER 

(‘INCLUDES WORD PROCESSOR, DATABASE AND SPREADSHEET) 


mm tts 



MULTIMIDIAVEISIONSINCLUD{MKtOSOFTSFAtULOUSENCAKTAENCYCLOPEDiA QQj^jp^Q PPE3j\P|Q 

486 SX2/66 

ALL PRESARIOS FEATURE 
> COMPAQ INTEL VESA LOCAL BUS 

• 80486SX2/66 MHZ CPU 

• 14” 0.28 DOT PITCH MONITOR TO MPRII 

• 3 YEAR WARRANTY (1 YR ON-SITE) 

• UK KEYBOARD WITH MOUSE 

■ PENTIUM UPGRADEABLE 

■ PLUG AND PLAY COMPLIANT 

ALL PRESARIOS INCLUDE ONE OR MORE OF THESE HIGH VALUE PACKS 

WORKS 3 PACK ■ MICROSOFT WORKS 3 FOR WINDOWS INTEGRATED OFFICE SUITE 

MS DOS 6. MICROSOFT WINDOWS 3.1. TABWORKS AND COMPAQ TUTORIAL 

HOME COMMS PACKAGE ANSWERPHONE, MULTI-USER VOICE MAIL. FULL FAX FACILITIES, 

2400 BPS MODEM, MICROSOFT MONEY, MICROSOFT ENTERTAINMENT 4 
CD ROM PACKAGE - FITTED DUAL SPEED CD ROM DRIVE, 16 BIT STEREO SOUND CARD. 
SPEAKERS AND MICROPHONE MICROSOFT ENCARTA ENCYCLOPEDIA ON CD 
FREE QUEST PACK 10 CD'S INCLUDING DAY OF THE TENTACLE, WING COMMANDER 2. 

RETURN TO 20RK, INDIANA JONES. ULTIMA UNDERWORLD AND HUMANS 1 AND 2 

PRESARIO 460 4/270 WITH INTEGRATED MONITOR . 999.99 

2 ISA SLOTS, 2 DRIVE BAYS. 4 MB RAM EXP TO 20 MB, 270 MB DRIVE EX VAT 851.06 
WORKS 3 PACK 

PRESARIO CDS520 4/420 INTEGRATED MONITOR AND CD ROM ... 1439.99 

2 ISA SLOTS, 3 DRIVE BAYS. 4 MB RAM EXP TO 20 MB, 420 MB DRIVE EX VAT 1225,52 

WORKS 3 PACK. HOME COMMS PACK. CD ROM PACK. FREE QUEST PACK 

PRESARIO 660 4/200 DESKTOP CASE AND MONITOR . 1099.99 

3 ISA SLOTS, 3 DRIVE BAYS. 4 MB RAM EXP TO 56 MB, 200 MB DRIVE EX VAT 936.16 

WORKS 3 PACK. MICROSOFT PUBLISHER 2. MICROSOFT GOLF 

PRESARIO 720 4/420 DESKTOP CASE AND MONITOR . 1299.99 

3 ISA SLOTS, 3 DRIVE BAYS. 4 MB RAM EXP TO 56 MB, 420 MB DRIVE EX VAT 1106 37 

WORKS 3 PACK. HOME COMMS PACK 

PRESARIO CDS720 4/420 DESKTOP CASE, MONITOR AND CD ROM 1549.99 

3 ISA SLOTS, 3 DRIVE BAYS. 4 MB RAM EXP TO 56 MB, 420 MB DRIVE EX VAT 1319.14 

WORKS 3 PACK. HOME COMMS PACK. CD ROM PACK. FREE QUEST PACK. 

PRESARIO 920 8/420 TOWER CASE AND MONITOR . 1479.99 

5 ISA SLOTS, 5 DRIVE BAYS. 8 MB RAM EXP TO 64 MB, 420 MB DRIVE EX VAT 1259.57 

WORKS 3 PACK. HOME COMMS PACK 

PRESARIO CDS920 8/420 TOWER CASE, MONITOR AND CD ROM ... 1699.99 

5 ISA SLOTS, 5 DRIVE BAYS. 8 MB RAM EXP TO 64 MB, 420 MB DRIVE EX VAT 1446.80 

WORKS 3 PACK. HOME COMMS PACK. CD ROM PACK. FREE QUEST PACK. 


LIBERATOR PC BASE UNIT - its easy to build a really great pc 


LIBERATOR PC BASE UNIT486SX25 4/0. exvat34o.42 399.99 

INTEL VESA LOCAL BUS. 3 VESA LOCAL BUS & 6 ISA SLOTS 
4 25MHz CLOCK SPEED, 128K CACHE, 4MB RAM EXPANDABLE TO 64MB 

LIBERATOR PC BASE UNIT 486DX2/66 4/0. ex vat425 52 499.99 

CYRIX VESA LOCAL BUS. 3 VESA LOCAL BUS & 6 ISA SLOTS 
66MHz CLOCK SPEED, 128K CACHE, 4MB RAM EXPANDABLE TO 64MB 

LIBERATOR PC BASE UNIT PENTIUM P60 8/0 ex vat 755 95 899.99 

FREE EXTRA 4MB RAM, INTEL PCI SYSTEM. 4 PCI AND 4 ISA SLOTS 
60MHz CLOCK SPEED. 256K CACHE, TOTAL SMB RAM EXPANDABLE TO 64MB 
CHOOSE YOUR OWN HARD DRIVE, KEYBOARD, MOUSE AND MONITOR 
PRICES ARE FOR BASE TOWER ONLY AND DO NOT INCLUDE MS DOS OR WINDOWS SOFTWARE 

PLUS DOS 6.2 AND WINDOWS 3.11.89.99 

(AVAILABLE ONLY WHEN YOU PURCHASE A DIY PC OR LIBERATOR BASE UNIT) 
ALL LIBERATOR BASE UNITS COME WITH 
MINI TOWER CASE • 12 MONTHS WARRANTY • FAST 32 BIT GRAPHICS ACCELERATOR 


4 MB RAM EXPANSION FOR COMPAQ, LIBERATOR, 

OLIVETTI, CALIBRA, OR DIY PC. EASY INSTALLATION .129.99 

486 DX2/66 INTEL CPU CHIP. 66 MHZ REPLACEMENT CHIP FOR ALL 486 PC 
MOTHERBOARDS. EASY INSTALLATION (CARE REQUIRED) WITH INSTRUCTIONS... 169.99 



KEYBOARD (BASIC), 102 KEY MEMBRANE .22.99 

KEYBOARD (TACTILE) 102 KEY. CLICK .29.99 

KEYBOARD (CHERRY), 102 KEY, MEMBRANE .37.99 

KEYBOARD ADAPTOR FOR PS/2. 

AT102 TO A PS/2 STYLE MINI DIN SOCKET.7,99 

KEYBOARD EXTENDER CABLE FOR PC 
(2 METRES, STANDARD 5 PIN DIN CONNECTOR) ... 7.99 

SVGA COLOUR MONITORS 

COMPLETE WITH SIGNAL AND POWER LEADS AND TILT 
AND SWIVEL STAND. 0.28 DOT PITCH RESOLUTION 
LOW RADIATION TO MPRII STANDARDS 

MICROVITEC 1438 MULTI-SYNC MONITOR 

SUITS ALL ALL PC SCREEN MODES TO SVGA. 

STEREO 

295.99 SPEAKERS 

S SVGA 14” COLOUR. MAX RES 1024 X 768, 1 YH WARRANTY .179.99 

! SVGA 15” COLOUR. MAX RES 1024 X 768, 1 YR WARRANTY . 289.99 

i SVGA 17” COLOUR. MAX RES 1280 X 1024, ON-SCREEN DISPUY .549.99 


INTERNAL IDE HARD DRIVES FOR PC 

HIGH SPEED 3.5” IDE DRIVES, 1" HIGH, FITTING INSTRUCTIONS INCLUDED 

SAMSUNG 420 MB, 13 MS, 128K CACHE, 1 YEAR WARRANTY . 174 99 

WESTERN DIGITAL CAVIAR 420 MB, 12 MS, 128K CACHE, 3 YEAR WARRANTY. 184.99 
SAMSUNG 560 MB, 13 MS, 128K CACHE, 1 YEAR WARRANTY . 204.99 


CD ROM DRIVES EASY TO FIT 


SLOT INTO SPARE DRIVE BAY OF PC TO RUN CD ROM SORWARE. HIGH 
SPEED 320MSEC ACCESS, 300KB/SEC DOUBLE SPEED DATA TRANSFER RATE 
CD ROM XA, MULTISESSION AND KODAK CD COMPATIBLE. 5.25'' HALF HEIGHT 
DESIGN. AUTO LOADING CD TRAY. KIT COMPLETE INCLUDING INTERFACE 
AND EASY TO INSTALL. PROVIDING FULL MPCII COMPLIANCE 
BLUEPOINT ICD 300 CD ROM DRIVE FOR PC 

PLUGS DIRECTLY IN TO YOUR IDE HARD DRIVE CONTROLLER CARD.99.99 

COAST CD ROM DRIVE FOR PC KIT COMPLETE.99,99 

CREATIVE 563 CD ROM DRIVE WITH FREE GROLIERS AND PHOTOSTYLER SE.124.99 

CONNECTS TO SOUNDBLASTER 16 VALUE SOUND CARD. REAL MAGIC FMV COMPATIBLE 
FREE GROLIERS MULTIMEDIA ENCYCLOPEDIA AND ALDUS PHOTOSTYLER SE ON CD 

PANASONIC CR562B CD ROM DRIVE FOR PC . NEW LOWER PRICE .117.99 

CONNECTS TO SOUNDBLASTER 16 VALUE SOUND CARD. REAL MAGIC FMV COMPATIBLE 


HEAVY discounts ^ 

HUGE range 
lOam to Spm Daily 

FREE - 16 page colour catalogue - just phone 

0279 600204 

Order by fox on 0279 726342 - we ll fox bock to confirm receipt 


'"wi' ONLY supply'mem^ers butyoiT can7)rde"r'as youjoinI 

Members receive our 48-page Colour Club Magazine bi-monthly. Each issue reviews a 
selection from our extensive range and includes at least £30 worth of coupons for 
additional savings on top products. Members are under no obligation to buy anything. 

MEMBERSHIP FEES UK EC WORLD 

ONE TEAK (6 MONTHS) 7.00 (4.00) 9.00 (6.00) 11.00 (7.00) 

One year price includes six issues of Special Reserve magazine with £180 of XS Coupons 

All prices include VAT and 2-3 working day carriage to UK mainland 
Software and peripherals are sent by post, hardware by White Arrow 
Allow one or two days for processing and despatch of stock items 
We issue confirmations of all orders received 

Overseas orders must be paid by credit card 

Hardware items (battery or mains) are only supplied to the UK mainland 
Overseas surcharge £2.00 per software item or 25% on other items 

- HACK 

(BLOCK CAPITALS please) 

Name & Address_ s 


.Postcode. 


If Mac or PC please state DISK or CD ROM 


Phone No. 


.Machine. 


Enter membership number (if applicabie) or 

NEW MEMBERSHIP FEE (ANNUAL UK 7.00) 


Please use this box to add any optional fast delivery charge 
1st Class Post 40p per posted item or £10 overnight hardware 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE UK POSTAGE & VAT 

Cheque/P.O./Access/Mastercard/Switch/Visa 


CREDIT CARD 
EXPIRY DATE . 


SWITCH 
.(ISSUE NO_ 


Cheques payable to: SPECIAL RESERVE at 
P.O. BOX 847, HARLOW, CM21 9PH 

Inevitably some games listed may not yet be available. Please phone to check availability. 
Prices and offers may change without prior notification. SAVE = Saving off full retail price. 
PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS. 14.12.94 E ,& O.E. 

^ jnter-Mediates Ltd, 2 South Block, The Mailings, Sawbridgeworth. Herts. CM21 SPG. 



Speeded, . _ 

HUGE range of hardware, software, ” 

books, peripherals and leads for ' ^ 

PC. CD Rom, Amiga, CD32, Sega, • ■ 

Nintendo, Atari, Apple, Sony, Philips and 

3DO. All official UK products, all at HEAVILY discounted prices 
Order by post, or by phone or come to one of the Special Reserve 

OPEN 10am to Spm CLUB SHOPS 7 DAYS A WEEK 

43 Broomfield Rd CHELMSFORD near the bus station 
The Mailings SAWBRIDGEWORTH near the train station 

Over 200,000 people have joined Special Reserve 





CITIZEN ABC 24 PIN COLOUR PRINTER 

FREE WATCH OFFER 144.99 

123.40 EX VAT 

FREE EASYSTART SOFTWARE 

24 PIN, 80 COLUMN, 192CPS/64LQ, 5LQ/1 
DRAFT FONT, 2 YEAR WARRANTY 
THE EASY TO USE PRINTER 

ABC MONO PRINTER.124.99 

fYT 

CITIZEN PROJET IlC COLOUR 
INKJET PRINTER QO 

50 NOZZLE, 80 COLUMN, •WT/ 

120 CPS LQ, 300 DPI RESOLUTION, 

3 SCALEABLE FONTS, LOW RUNNING COSTS 
AND EASY TO USE. 2 YEAR WARRANTY 

ALL PRINTER PRICES INCLUDE CARRIAGE VAT AND FREE PRINTER LEAD 

EPSON LQ-100 PRINTER. 24 PIN, 250 CPS/72 LQ, QUIET . 139 99 

CITIZEN SWIFT 900 COLOUR PRINTER. 9 PIN, 240CPS/54NLQ . 156 99 

PANASONIC KXP2135 COLOUR PRINTER. 24 PIN, 200 CPS/64 LQ . 179 99 

CANON BJ10-SX BUBBLE JET PRINTER. 64 NOZZLE, 110LQ CPS . 18599 

CITIZEN SWIFT 2000 COLOUR PRINTER. 24 PIN, 216CPS/72LQ. 185.99 

CITIZEN SWIFT 2400 COLOUR PRINTER. 24 PIN, 240CPS/80LQ. 219 99 

CANON BJ-200 BUBBLE JET PRINTER. 248CPS, 8 TYPEFACES . 229.99 

CITIZEN TRACTOR FEED KIT FOR CITIZEN ABC PRINTER .38.99 

DUST COVER FOR 80 COLUMN PRINTER (CLEAR PVC). 5 99 

PRINTER STAND FOR ANY PRINTER .8.99 

RIBBON (BLACK) FOR CITIZEN 24, 200, 224, 240 OR ABC .6.99 

RIBBON (COLOUR) FOR CITIZEN 9, 90, 24, 200, 224, 240 OR ABC ... . 14 99 

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF RIBBONS IN STOCK - PLEASE PHONE 
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Inkjet printers buyer’s guide 
{■jHWing Commander 3 


Features 





A buyers’ guide to printers 

Inkjet printers currently provide the best bal¬ 
ance between high quality output and value 
for money, and they are the only affordable 
way to print in colour. John Bennett explains 
which features you should look out for when 
choosing an inkjet printer. 

Cover feature: inkjet printers 

Four of the latest inkjet printers, including two 
colour models, are put through their printerly 
paces by our resident team of experts. Alan 
Clark, Steve Boxer and John Bennett put the 
printers under the microscope. 

Cover game: Alone in the Dark 3 

Edward Carnby, fearless protagonist of 
Infogrames’ classic Alone in the Dark, makes 
his final appearance in this third game in the 
series. Cal Jones completes the trilogy in this 
full review. 


( 40 ^ What the censor wants to see 

^ How do you know if a game is suitable for 

your seven year old, or adult enough for your 
tastes? Tim Green picks his way through the 
minefield of ratings regulations to explain 
how, why, and when some games get that 18 
sticker, and others don’t. 



The Making of Wing Commander 3 

Christina Erskine reports from behind the 
scenes on the making of this spectacular 
game. Also see it for yourself on our cover CD 
and check out our review of Wing 
Commander 3 on page 48. 


Sex in games 

^ They may just be a bunch of pixels, but, hey, 
sprites have emotions too. John Bennett 
takes a tongue-in-cheek look at some of the 
more ‘romantic’ interludes in gaming history. 

Win the best cheat books! 

Six superb players’ guides up for grabs in this 
easy-to-enter competition. 

Upgrade your PC to a Pentium 

With one Pentium motherboard, a screwdriver 
and a stiff drink, John Bennett turned his 
33MHz 486 PC into a lightning fast Pentium- 
based beast. See how he did it, and how you 
could do it too. 

Internet workshop 

Everyone’s going on the World Wide Web 
these days. Find out how to access and move 
around on this easy-to-use sector of the 
Internet, in this month’s workshop feature. 




Regulars 


Games 

44 Reviews index 
73 Shorts 

83 PC Review Recommended 
87 QED Noctropolis 
90 QED Lords of the Realm 

93 QED tips 

94 Help wanted 

96 Previews 

97 Coming soon 


Technical help 

120 Technical help index 

121 Internet workshop 
124 Beginner’s Guide 
128 Technical help 


30 Win an MPEG card! 

You can display full-screen video on 
your PC with an MPEG card. This 
technology promises to be this year’s 
Next Big Thing and we’ve got three cards 
to give away this month. 


Alone in the Dark 3 
Edward Carnby 
takes his final 
bow in the third 
Alone game 


128 Glossary 
136 Q&A 


Reader services 

8 Cover CD and disk details 

16 News 

17 Editor’s comment 

19 The Cooke Report 

20 Charts 
108 Product index 
141 Letters 
144 Subscribe 

to PC Review 










Product reviews 


Hardware 

^ We’ve got a comfortable, ergonomic mouse 
on test this month, plus the latest multimedia 
upgrade kit. 

Multimedia and general interest 

^ Those ‘Magic Eye’ stereograms are the latest 
fad to hit the PC — we’ve been going cross¬ 
eyed trying to sort this lot out. Plus CDs for 
the more sporty among you, with Sail 
Simulator, ESPN Sports News and 
Manchester United Interactive. 



Educational 

Rosie and Jim make it to the PC this month — 
well, it was only a matter of time, wasn’t it? 
There’s also help with maths from the Math 
Factory and Stradiwackius, and extra French 
tuition with Learn to Speak French. 



Tried and tested 

Where we revisit the best of the hardware and 
utilities we’ve ever covered. 



Sail Simulator 



‘Magic Eye’ Stereograms 


Multimedia upgrade kit 



65 j The Lion King 

I irfiin liuerdclivc 

67 j Midway 

I'lircdii Rcsccirc/i 

Power Drive 
I S Gold 
Shorts 

Rc-rdcoscs iiiid (/iiickics 


79 


73 




CD-ROM Games 


52; 




Cover disks 




Cover disks 

All the details for loading 
and installing the pro¬ 
grams on PC Review’s 
ver-mounted CD-ROM 
and disks. 

note: PC Review is 
in two separate ver¬ 
sions, one with a cover CD, 
and one with two floppy 
disks. 
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This month we’ve superb demos of Wing Commender 3, Psycho 
Pinbaii and Superfrog. Pius a 440Mb showreei of the making of Wing 
Commander 3, an access program for Deiphi Internet and more! 


THE MAKING OF WING COMMANDER 3 


The future of CD-ROM games has 
never looked so exciting. Made 
using movie as well as gaming tech¬ 
niques, Wing Commander 3 has 
gone through months of coding, 
filming, recording and editing, and 
the result is a true interactive movie. 

To celebrate the making of this 
magnificent feast of a game. Origin 
has created The Making Of Wing 
Commander — a 440Mb Cd-ROM 
documentary of the game, complete 
with interviews with the stars, the 
complete game script, and even out- 
takes from the filming. 


on the M button will take 
you back to the main 
menu. Clicking on Q will 
return you to Windows. 

Hardware required 

486, VGA, Windows running in 256 
colour, mouse, 4Mb RAM (8Mb rec¬ 
ommended). 

• See also our feature on the mak¬ 
ing of Wing Commander 3 on page 
46 and the full review on page 48. 



HOW TO LOAD YOUR PC REVIEW COVER CD 


1. Take the PC Review cover 
CD out of its plastic case. 

2. Insert it into your CD-ROM 
drive and close the drive tray. 

3. Wait for the light on the front 
of the CD-ROM drive to go out. 

4. Log on to your CD-ROM 
drive by typing its drive letter, fol¬ 
lowed by the Enter key. 

5. Now type PCR [Enter] to 
load the menu screen and select 
the DOS program you want to 


load from these pages. This will 
either run the installation pro¬ 
gram required, in the case of 
games that need to copy files 
from the CD-ROM to your hard 
disk, or run the program directly 
from the CD-ROM. 

6.Cover CD programs that run 
under Windows can be installed 
directly from Program Manager 
by Running the program file, or 
from File Manager. 


THE MAIN MENU 


How to load 

The whole thing runs under 
Windows, so start it up and either 
select the Run option from Program 
Manager, then enter your CD-ROM 
drive, and Behind.exe, or double¬ 
click on Behind.exe in File Manager. 

You will need to have Video for 
Windows installed on your hard 
disk, and this is included on the 
cover CD if you don’t already have it. 
Look for the directory Mscolor on 
the cover CD, and run Setup.exe 
from that directory. 

How to play 

All you need to is to click on each 
image on the main pienu to jump to 
that part of the demonstration. There 
are two buttons at the top of the 
screen, marked M and Q. Clicking 



This is where the pro¬ 
grammers and designers 
get their due credit, and 
you can find out who did 
what at Origin to bring 
Wing Commander 3 to 
life, in an question and 
answer format. 


Filming on the ‘virtual set’ (from the rolling demo). The computer 
generated graphic backgrounds were placed ‘behind’ the actors 
in place of that bright green screen. 


Wing Commander 3 fea¬ 
tures a whole host of 
Hollywood stars and this 
is where you can get the 
lowdown on who plays 
who in the game. 


Just select this option 
for a rolling demo of the 
story behind Wing 3. 
You’ll see the ‘virtual set’ 
technology explained, 
and some revealing 
clips of the actors and 
designers. 


Any recording experience 
has moments of humour, 
and Wing Commander 3 is 
no exception, as this seg¬ 
ment of video clips clearly 
shows. 


There’s little point being 
a ‘virtual actor’ if you 
have nowhere to do 
your thing, so here are a 
large selection of virtual 
sets from the game for 
you to admire. 


A selection from the original artwork used to create the design 
for Wing Commander 3. 


Finally, the complete script 
to the game. No peeking at 
the end — in fact, we’d 
advise not looking through 
the whole of this if you 
have yet to play the game! 
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WING COMMANDER 3 
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How to load 
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To play Wing Commander 3, pop the 
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display and toggle 
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SPEED CONTROLS 
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How to play 
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CD-ROM drive. 


SUPERFROG 


Superfrog casts you in the role of 
the handsome prince who gets 
turned into a frog after he’s met the 
beautiful princess, and therefore 
sets off to rescue her. This demo 
contains a complete level from the 
game, and the idea is to collect as 
many coins as needed to open the 
door at the other end of the level. 
The number at the bottom right of 
the screen shows you how many 
you need to collect. 

How to load 

Log on to your CD-ROM drive, and 
type 


PCR [Enter] 

to load and run the CD menu. Select 
Superfrog with the cursor keys, and 
then press enter to load and run the 
demo. 

How to play 

The game is controlled with joystick 
or keyboard, using the keys below: 


Left Arrow: 
Right Arrow: 
Alt: 

Ctrl: 


Run left 
Run right 
Jump 

Use weapon 
(if collected) 
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BIG RED ADVENTURE 



Core Design’s strange new graphic 
adventure stars a tech-head with a 
computer, who has an eye on the 
Crown Jewels! 


to load and run the CD menu. Use 
the cursor keys to highlight Big Red 
Adventure, and then press return to 
load and run the game. 


How to load 

Log onto your CD-ROM drive and 
then type 

PCR [Enter] 



How to play 

Click with the left mouse button any¬ 
where on screen to move your char¬ 
acter. Hold down the right mouse 
button, to access the four control 
icons and your inventory. To use, 
highlight and then click on them. 

How to quit 

Click on the Exit To DOS icon. 

Hardware required 

386, 4Mb, VGA, most major sound 
cards supported. 


GFA CAD FOR WINDOWS 



On this month's CD, you'll find one 
of the most useful precision drawing 
packages you could want, the stun¬ 
ning GFA CAD For Windows, from 
GFA Data Media. This fully featured 
CAD package Is complete in every 
way, and has previously been sold 
through Data Becker for the value 
for money price of £75, so with this 
disk you're getting a real bargain! 

How to ioad 

GFA CAD runs from Windows, so 
boot Windows, and then select the 
Run option. Choose your CD-ROM 
directory, and use the Browse option 
to run GFACAD.EXE in the GFACAD 
directory. 

How to use 

GFA CAD is a huge program, and 
there is no way we can fully explain 
how to use the program on these 
pages. The basics of how to use the 
program are explained in the pack¬ 



age itself, in the form of a simple 
tutorial to take you through your first 
steps with the program. You can 
also refer back to the instructions 
given in PC Review Issue 39, when 
the program was included on the 
floppy disk. 

Load the package as described 
above, and then take a look around 
the main screen. On the right are 
your drawing tools, along the top 
are your menu bars, which feature 
many of the same tools as the tool 
bar, and in the middle is your draw¬ 
ing area. 




Cannon Fodder has to be one of 
the most enjoyable games based 
around war ever released, some¬ 
thing that Sensible Software obvi¬ 
ously knows as it has worked night 
and day on this superb sequel, and 
here’s a complete mission from the 
game for you to play. 

In case you don’t know, the aim is 
to guide a small group of soldiers 
through the battlefield, taking out 
just about everything in sight while 
trying to stay alive. 

How to load 

Log on to your CD-ROM drive, or 
floppy drive for disk edition buyers, 
and then type 

PCR [Enter] 

to load and run the menu. 

Select Cannon Fodder 2 
with the cursor keys 
and press return 
to load and run 
the installer. 

This will copy 
1.4Mb to your 
hard disk in a 
directory called 
CF2. We suggest 
you now type Install 
[Enter], not to install the 
game (you’ve just done 


that), but to select Sound Setup to 
choose between Sound Blaster 
effects or no sound. After that, exit 
the menu, and type Cannon [Enter] 
to play the demo. 

How to play 

The game is played with the mouse, 
using the right mouse button to get 
your soldiers to fire at the crosshair 
and the left mouse button to get 
them to run to the crosshair. 

How to quit 

Press Esc at any point. 

Hardware required 

386, 605K base memory, 

385K EMS, VGA, mouse. 



GFA FOR WINDOWS 


GFA CAD is huge, as you'll find in the first hour of using it, but you'll be 
happy to know that help is at hand. A manual for GFA CAD is available 
from Data Becker, and it will guide you through even the trickiest aspects 
of CAD. It costs just £10 for almost 500 pages, plus £2.50 postage and 
packing, and can be ordered from: 

Data Becker UK, Unit 4, Bentley Industrial Centre, Bentley, Farnham, 
Surrey, GU10 5NJ. Tel: (0420) 22707, fax: (0420) 22807 
Please make cheques out to Data Becker UK Ltd. 
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AVAILABLE FOR THE 

FIRST TIIVIE 


CD-ROM 

STEEL SKY DOUBLE VALUE PACK 


BENEATH A 


AT AIM UNBELIEVABLY LOW PRICE 
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AVAILABLE FROM THE FOLLOWING OUTLETS: PC WORLD, HMV. FUTUREZONE, GAME LTD., DIXONS, VIRGIN MEGASTORE, 

TOYS R US, WHSMITH, BEAHIES OF LONDON and all good stores 

































FREE INTERNET ACCESS WITH DELPHI UK 


Try out DelpTii UK for free with this 
very special offer from Delphi and 
pb Review. Delphi is an online ser¬ 
vice which offers many of its own 
forums and special interest groups 
as well as full access to the Internet 
— e-mail, newsgroups, the World 
Wide Web, the lot. 

Of its own specific forums, Delphi 
offers The Times and The Sunday 
Times on-line, and — yippee! — a 
PC Review forum! So get your 
modem ready and try out Delphi with 
this CD software suite — we’ll meet 
you online. 

With the software on this CD, you 
have five free hours to browse 
through Delphi and try out the avail¬ 
able facilities. After that, you can 
sign up with the service for real, or 
cancel your trial subscription — see 
below for details, and note that is 
important that you let Delphi know 
whether you wish to join or not. 

There are three programs in this 
Delphi Internet cover CD offer: 
Internav, Apollo and Air Warrior. 

Internav 

Internav is a Windows program 
which enables you to access Delphi 
and use its facilities in a semi-graph¬ 
ical format. It uses intuitive icons 
and menus for configuration and 
logging in, but the Delphi and 
Internet screens you view will be 
text-based. 

Apollo 

Apollo is a Windows-based ‘offline 
reader’ for Delphi Internet. An offline 
reader saves on your phone bills by 
enabling you to do many of the 
things you would normally do on¬ 
line while you are actually discon¬ 
nected from the service. You set 
Apollo to download certain things, 
such as your mail, or the latest 
exchanges in your favourite news- 
group, to your PC’s hard disk, which 
means you can peruse these later at 
your leisure and without running up 
a large phone bill. 

Air Warrior 

Air Warrior is a flight sim which can 
be played on-line within Delphi. It 
runs directly under DOS and you will 
need to install the software to your 
PC’s hard disk. To play against other 
Delphi members online, you need to 
log on to Delphi and access the 
Games list from the main menu (type 
‘games’ at the prompt). Then type 
‘air’ at the games menu. Good luck! 


However, first steps first. The first 
thing you need to do is to log on to 
Delphi. 

10 steps to accessing Delphi 
Internet with the PC Review 
cover CD 

1. With the PC Review cover CD in 
your CD-ROM drive, load up 
Windows on your PC. 

2. Install the Internav software. 

Either select Run from the File menu 
in Program Manager, and type 
D:\INTERNAV\SETUP.EXE, or, open 
File Manager in the Main window, 
and double-click on the file 
Setup.exe in the Internav directory 
on your CD-ROM drive. 

3. Internav will now install to your 
hard disk. It will take up around 

1.6Mb of hard disk space. After 
installation, it will prompt you to ask 
if you want a program group and 
icons created. Say yes! 

4. Make sure that your modem is 
fully connected up to your PC, a 
power socket and the telephone 
line, and that it is switched on. 

5. Double-click on the Internav for 
Delphi icon (it looks a bit like a TV 
transmission tower) to begin the log¬ 
on procedure. 

6. Your Internav for Delphi opening 
screen should look like Picture 1 
(shown below, here). 



Double-click on the Log-on icon at 
the top left. This will dial up Delphi 
Internet and take you on-line. 

7. Your default ‘username’ as a par¬ 
ticipant in PC Review and Delphi’s 
offer is Godelphi, and your default 
password is PCR. You will get an 
opportunity to change these later, 
but when you dial up initially these 
will be automatically entered at the 
username and password prompts. 

8. You will now be asked some ques¬ 
tions about yourself: your name. 


address, your mother’s maiden 
name (!) to help keep your account 
secure, and your credit card details. 

Please note: you have five free 
hours on Delphi with the software on 
the cover CD and you will not be 
billed for these five hours. If you are 
at all concerned about your credit 
card security, even after reading the 
on-screen reassurances, please call 
Delphi on (0171) 757 7080 for further 
details. 

9. Follow all the on-screen prompts 
correctly and you will be registered 
on to Delphi. Please remember to 
write down your username and 
password details so that you don’t 
forget them. 

10. Before you go wandering off into 
cyberspace, don’t forget to access 
the PC Review forum. Just type 
PCREVIEW, or PCREV, or PCR at the 
main menu and you’ll find a chat 
area, hints and tips and extracts 
from forthcoming features. Or you 
can just drop in and say hello. 


How to move around in Delphi 
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Getting around with Delphi is quick 
and easy. You can use the icons at 
the top of the screen to access e- 
mail and Internet service, or you can 
use the command line interface. 
You’ll see text-based menus on¬ 
screen, followed by a command 
prompt. All you have to do is to type 
in your desired menu item. In fact, 
you can abbreviate the menu items 
down to one letter, so long as it 
doesn’t then duplicate another item 
on the menu. For example, to access 
the menu item PC Review, you can 
type it out in full, or type PCREV, or 
PCR, or PC. This principle holds true 
for all Delphi menus, except those 
which are numbered — and it’s pret¬ 
ty obvious which those are! 

Troubleshooting 

It won’t connect me to Delphi when I 
double-click on Log On. 

The first thing to do if you have trou¬ 
ble initialising your modem or mak¬ 
ing the Delphi connection, is to 
check all your system settings. 

These are easily accessed from the 
icons at the top of the Internav 
screen. Click on the Options button 


to see the strip of settings icons as 
shown below. 



<< 


Go Back 



User 



Click here to go back to 
the Log On screen. 


Click here to check 


can automatically log on to Delphi 
without having to type out your 
name and password each time you 
dial in. 


The commonest solution 
if you can’t initialise your 
modem is that the soft¬ 
ware is set to the wrong 
serial port. If your modem 
is in your COM2 port, for example, 
make sure it says so here and 
change it if necessary. 




Modem 


These modem settings 
should really be left 
alone. They should be 
correctly set up for your 
system. 


?JI 


PhoneN umber 


When you dial 
Delphi, you can 
do so through 
one of two net¬ 
works, GNS and 
Sprintnet. GNS operates local 
access numbers, Sprintnet dials the 
Delphi London number direct. If you 
are dialling using Sprintnet, check 
that your modem’s parity and bit set¬ 
tings are 8 databits, none for parity 
and 1 stop bit, and that you have the 
correct log on scripts, Logonspr.bmc 
and Logofspr.bmc selected. 

If you are dialling using GNS, 
check that the modem’s settings are 
listed as 7, even, and 1 stop bit and 
that the log-on scripts, Logondir.bmc 
and Logofdir.bmc, are correct. 

There are more details regarding 
GNS and Sprintnet in the Readme 
file, which is copied to your 


























































































C:\INTERNAV directory when you 
install the software. In the Internav 
for Delphi program group you 
should find both the Help file and 
Readme file represented with icons. 


The remaining icons refer 
to cosmetic changes you 
can make to the appear¬ 
ance of Internav in 
Windows. 

If you have any unusual problems 
that aren’t answered on these 
pages, ring Delphi Internet on 01 TI¬ 
TS? T080 and they will be pleased to 
help you. 

Air Warrior 

Air Warrior runs under DOS and is 
installed from the cover CD main 
menu. 

1. Put the PC Review cover CD in 
your CD-ROM drive and log on to it 
(ie, type D: if it’s called drive D:, or 
E: if it’s E; and so on). 

2. Type PCR [Enter] to bring up the 
cover CD menu. Use the cursor keys 
to highlight Air Warrior (Delphi) and 
press Enter to select it. 

3. Air Warrior will now be copied 




across to your hard disk. It will take 
up around 6.5Mb of hard disk space. 

4. Log on to Delphi (see above for 
how to do this) and at the Delphi 
main menu, type ‘games’ for the 
Games menu, then ‘air’ to start Air 
Warrior. 

Apollo 

Apollo is an offline reader for Delphi 
which should help you eke out that 
free time available! You can use it to 
download items from Delphi which 
you can then read at your leisure 
from your hard disk. It runs under 


Windows and needs to be installed 
to your hard disk from Windows. 

1. Put the PC Review cover CD in 
your CD-ROM drive and log on to it 
(ie, type D: if it’s called drive D:, or 
E: if it’s E; and so on). 

2. Load Windows if you’re not 
already running it. 

3. Either select Run from the File 
menu in Program Manager, and type 
D:\APOLLO\SETUP.EXE, or, open 
File Manager in the Main group, and 
double-click on the file Setup.exe in 
the Apollo directory on your CD- 


ROM drive. Either of these proce¬ 
dures will start the Apollo installation 
process. 

4. Follow the on-screen prompts to 
ensure Apollo is installed correctly. 
The program will take up around 
2.2Mb on your hard disk. 

5. There is an extensive Readme file 
(Readme.wri) in Windows Write for¬ 
mat which is copied to C:\APOLLO 
when you install the software. If you 
have not used an offline reader 
before we strongly recommend that 
you read this file before you alter 
any of Apollo’s settings. 

IMPORTANT! 

After your five free hours has 
expired, you need to e-mail 
UKSERVICE to let them know if 
you do not wish to register with 
Delphi. If you experience any 
problems with e-mailing, ring 
Delphi on 01T1-T5T T080 to con¬ 
firm that you don’t want to regis¬ 
ter with the service. If you do not 
contact Delphi to cancel your 
trial subscription after the five 
free hours, you will be treated as 
a member and be billed at a rate 
of £10 per month. 


HOW COMPUTERS WORK 


Have you ever wondered what actu¬ 
ally goes on inside your computer? 
How does the whole thing work? 
What are all those little beeps and 
buzzes it makes? How does it draw 
the screen? How does it understand 
what you type? What about all its dif¬ 
ferent cards and chips? 

For the answers to all of these 
questions and many more, there 
really is only one place to look — 
Mindscape’s How Computers Work. 


How to load 

Load up Windows, and then use the 
Run option to run the HCW- 
DEMO.EXE file in the HCWDEMO 
directory on the CD-ROM. The rest is 
easy. 

How to play 

This could not be simpler. Just guide 
the mouse pointer around the 
screen until you highlight some¬ 
thing, then click with the left mouse 




How to quit 

Just click on the Exit button at the 
bottom of the screen to return to 
Windows. 

Hardware Required 

386, VGA, Windows, 4Mb RAM, 
Video For Windows (see the instruc¬ 



tions for The Making of Wing 
Commander 3 on page 8 for details 
on installing Video for Windows from 
your cover CD, if you don’t already 
have the program. 


























































































NEOPAINT 


When it comes to shareware, 
Neopaint is a bit of an industry stan¬ 
dard, and PC Review is proud to pre¬ 
sent the iatest upgrade to this 
market-leading program. 

Remember, it is shareware, so 
you’ll have to pay a registration fee if 
you want the full package with all the 
support files. 

How to load 

Log on to your CD-ROM drive, and 
type 

PCR [Enter] 

to load the CD menu. Now select 


Neopaint with the cursor keys and 
then press enter to load and run the 
installer. This will copy all the files to 
your hard disk, and from that point 
on, just follow the on-screen instruc¬ 
tions. 

How to use 

It’s an art package, so the best way 
to make use of this is to simply have 
a go at experimenting. 

The icons along the top of the 
screen are your various pens and 
brushes, and the colours down the 
left of the screen is your palette. Just 
play around with it! 

Press Esc to quit the program. 



Codemaster’s Pinball simulation 
has already been a smash hit on the 
Sega Megadrive, and now it’s set to 
do the same thing on the PC. You 
know how these things work: you 
have flippers all around the table, 
and the idea is to hit as many bonus¬ 
es as possible without letting the 
ball fall between the bumpers at 
the bottom. 

How to load 

Log on to your CD-ROM, or flop¬ 
py drive if you have the disk edi¬ 
tion of the magazine, and type 

PCR [Enter] 

to load and run the menu. 

Now select Psycho Pinball with 


Are you fed up with trying to cope 
with the DOS prompt, but can’t 
stand Windows? Qwikmenu couid 
be just the thing for you. 

Qwikmenu is a brand new version 
of the graphic user interface for 
DOS, and this demo shouid show 
you just how versatile it is. 

How to load 

Log on to your CD-ROM drive and 
type 

PCR [Enter] 

to load and run the menu. Now just 
select Qwikmenu with the cursor 
keys and then press Enter to load 
and run the demo. 


How To Use 

As Qwikmenu is a graphical user 
interface, all you need to do is just 
click on the various parts of the 
screen with the mouse to see which 
icon does what. 

The demo contains all the infor¬ 
mation you will need concerning 
building your own menu. 

It also includes instructions on 
how to register for the full version. 
So go ahead, have a look around. 

How to quit 

Press Esc at any time to leave the 
demo. 

Hardware required 

386, mouse, 4Mb RAM, VGA. 




You’ll be asked if you wish to save 
your work so far. Make your choice 
and you”ll then be returned to DOS. 

Hardware required 

386-based PC with 4Mb RAM, 
mouse, VGA graphics. 



PSYCHO PINBALL 


the cursor keys and 
press Enter to install the 
demo. On disk, type 
Psycho [Enter] to play 
the demo. 


How to play 

The game is controlled 
with the keyboard, using 
the following keys. 


Shift keys: 

Enter: 

\: 

/: 


Flip 

bumpers 
Shoot ball 
Tilt table 
Tilt table 



How to quit 

Press Esc to leave the demo at any 
point. 


Hardware required 

486, VGA, 4Mb RAM, and a Sound 
Blaster card (the finished game will 
be more flexible regarding specs). 
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SAIL SIMULATOR 


QUICKIE COMPETITION 


Sailing has to be one of the most 
relaxing pursuits the upper ciasses 
ever got their hands on. it’s aiso very 
expensive, but for those who haven’t 
had the chance to experience the 
feeling of sea air through our hair 
and the rudder in our hands, we pre¬ 
sent Sail Simulator, courtesy of 
Dutch company Stentec BV and PC 
Maritime in the UK. 

How to load 

Log on to your CD-ROM drive, and 
type 

PCR [Enter] 

to load and run the demo. 

How to play 

Sailing a ship is a tricky business, 
and naturaily there are a hell of a lot 
of controls. Far too many. In fact, to 


list here in any detaii, so for informa¬ 
tion on how to play the demo, check 
the tutorials on the main menu.You 
can use the keyboard, joystick, 
mouse, or even the Sail Simulator 
Control Unit, a sort4f joystick with a 
tiller, which is sadly not cover- 
mounted on this issue. If you’re real¬ 
ly keen contact PC Maritime on 
(01752) 254205 for more details on 
the Control Unit, or indeed on Sail 
Simulator in general. 

How to quit 

Pressing Esc at any point will return 
you to the main menu, from which 
you can select Return To DOS to 
leave the demo. 

Hardware required 

Any PC processor type will do, plus 
2Mb hard drive space, 550K free 
RAM, EGA graphics. 





IreTEOO.; Uind26.2Knl 

Uind 

forecast at»u'. 

13 run 

from 

n»4r qal» 



Sistg 

11 7 

to 




SusUj 

H 7 

1 CirrtntO. 0 kn t44Mfs 0. 4 n| 


REST eUlT 


COHTRa 


There’s a good old breeze blowing and you can almost feel the tang of the ozone 
in your nostrils as you tack from left to right across the screen. Or something like 
that, anyway. 
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Attention CD-ROM edition own¬ 
ers! The first person to write in 
to PC Review at the address on 
page 7 with a complete and 
correct list of all the programs 
represented on the picture on 
our cover CD sleeve will win a 
CD-ROM program. Mark your 
envelope CD Picture Mini- 
Compo, and don’t forget to 
include your name and 
address! 



HELP! MY COVER DISK/CD-ROM WON’T WORK 


If you’re having prob¬ 
lems finding your 
way round the cover 
disks or CD-ROM disc, or making 
them work with your PC, then try 
the PC Review cover disks/CD- 
ROM disc helpline on (01451) 
810788. The helpline operates 
between 3.00pm and 5.00pm 
weekdays. 

• The PC Review cover disks 
and CD-ROM discs are rigorous¬ 
ly checked and scanned for all 
known viruses at each stage of 
production. However, cover disks 
and cover CDs are used at the 
reader’s own risk. PC Review can 
accept no responsibility for dam¬ 


age to either 
data or hardware 
caused by the 
use of our cover disks or CDs. 

• We also make every effort to 
ensure that the contents of each 
disk or CD are exactly as adver¬ 
tised. If however, circumstances 
should dictate that we are unable 
to supply the stated program, we 
will endeavour to supply alterna¬ 
tive software. 

PC Review, its distributors and 
retailers, will not be held respon¬ 
sible for any unnotified change to 
the contents of either the floppy 
cover disks or CD-ROM cover 
disc. 


DISK ONLY 


m 



HELP! MY COVER DISK/CD-ROM IS DAMAGED 


Out of the thousands of cover disks and CD-ROM discs we duplicate 
every month, a very small number may get damaged during transit. If you 
think your cover disk or CD-ROM disc might be faulty, we’ll replace it. Just 
pop the cover disk or CD-ROM disc in a jiffy bag with a suitably sized, self- 
addressed envelope and postage to the value of 28p (55p from overseas) 
and the form below (filled in), and send the package to the following 
address: 

DiskXpress, Unit 7, Willow Court, Bourton Industrial Park, Bourton-on-the- 
water, Gloucestershire GL54 2HQ 

Please DO NOT send the cover disk or CD-ROM disc back to PC Review 
— we don’t hold stocks of spares. 

Name 

Address 


The cover disk/CD-ROM disc (delete as applicable) on my copy of PC 
Review was damaged. Please send me a replacement — I enclose return 
postage to the value of 28p (55p if overseas) and the original cover 
disk/CD-ROM. 







































































PENTIUM PROBLEM CAUSES A STIR 


F ollowing allegations of a flaw in Intel’s 

Pentium processor, which is being used in 
an increasing number of PCs aimed at a 
consumer audience, PC manufacturers have been 
quick to defend its performance. For once, the 
questions do not relate to the potential overheat¬ 
ing which initially dogged the release of the 
Pentium, but instead refer to a probiem with the 
Pentium’s floating point capabilities — in other 
words, the processor’s ability to count. 

The flaw occurs with certain pairs of numbers in 
large calculations, where the chip has been dis¬ 
covered to produce “a reduction in precision 
between the 5th and the 19th significant digits”. In 
plain English, the Pentium can come up with the 
wrong answer when performing some very specific 
and highly complex calculations. 

In a recent press release regarding sales of the 
company’s Pentium PCs, manufacturer Viglen 
described it as “a subtle fault... in the floating 
point unit.” Supplier Gateway 2000 went one step 
further, giving a breakdown on the incidence of the 
fault, and maintaining that “the Pentium processor 
is the most tested, most analysed processor in his¬ 
tory”, and similarly Dell “sees no reason to halt 
shipment of Pentium-based products”. 

Since the computer is — at heart — something of 
an overblown calculator, the suggestion of an 
inability to count correctly is causing Intel consid¬ 
erable embarrassment. 


However the consensus of opinion in the PC 
industry appears to be that the fauit is unlikely to 
have any effect on home users. Intel’s public rela¬ 
tions manager Michael Sullivan commented: 
“There is a very subtle flaw with the floating point 
divide unit in the Pentium processor. Intel detected 
the flaw in the summer, and it has now been fixed 
in versions of the Pentium currently shipping.” (By 
the time you read this, Intel expects to have a soft¬ 
ware fix available as well). 

Sullivan adds, “Intel has studied the flaw and 
concluded that there is no impact to home users. 
For these users, the likelihood of encountering 
such an error wouid be once in 27,000 years. If 
any user does encounter the problem we (Intel) 
will replace the chip at no cost to them. For the 
highly technical user — working in, 
say, the mathematics, engineering or 
scientific fields the likelihood of 
encountering the problem is still 
very remote, but more real than 
for home users. For that reason, 

Intel has set up a support centre 
to deal with inquiries and arrange 
replacements if necessary.” 

• The Pentium Overdrive 
chip (P24T) is expected 
to ship this month. 

Pricing has not been set as 
yet, but the chip wiil fit any Intei-verified 


‘Pentium Ready’ 486 PC. Performance, it is 
claimed, will be faster than any 486 chip, but the 
benefit of the upgrade will depend on your current 
configuration. For example, the performance 
increase relative to the cost should make the 
upgrade attractive to users with a 486/25 or 
486/33, but less so if you have a 486/66 or a DX/4. 
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QUARTERDECK TACKLES MEMORY MANAGEMENT FOR GAMES 

Q uarterdeck, producer of the QEMM series of memory management 
tools has announced plans to release Gamerunner, a utility suite 
designed to improve the game playing performance of your PC. 

The three utilities included in Gamerunner are intended to be used specifi¬ 
cally with DOS games. It is claimed that the software set will do away with 
the need for inconvenient boot disks, obtain more memory automatically 
(whether your game needs EMS or XMS) speed up disk access and allow a 
player to ‘cheat’ on supported games. 

These utilities are QEMM for Games 7 (from Quarterdeck), the Hyperdisk 
Speed set (Hyperware), and AXIS-The Gamebeater (Baseline Publishing). 

Gamerunner will cost between £45 and £50. For further information, con¬ 
tact Quarterdeck, on (0245) 496699. 


IN BRIEF 

Logitech has released the TrackMan Live!, a cord- 
3S ‘mouse’ with built-in radio control and a range 
up to 30 feet, or six feet with the power-saver bat¬ 
tery option switched on. However, gamers looking for the uitimate PC 
couch potato experience wili need deep pockets — the TrackMan Live! 
costs a mere £169. 

• NEC and Videologic are teaming up to produce 3D technology for 
games and multimedia. VideoLogic will license its PowerVR technology to 
NEC, and the first products are due out this year — providing photorealistic 
3D animations and special effects such as lifelike shadows and shading. 
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FniTOR’S COMMENT 

STARS IN THEIR EYES? 

T here are times when the commercial 
breaks on iTV and Channel 4 are more 
entertaining than the programmes they 
interrupt. But in the run-up to Christmas they ail 
begin to look the same. Any advert that starts off 
in black and white and has a woman — or a man 
— floating around wearing something 
diaphanous must be for fragrance. The other 50 
per cent feature a close-up of a starry-eyed 
child, some flashing lights and something 
spacey in the background. These, I have come 
to realise, are inevitably for multimedia PCs, or 
possibly the Intel processors inside them. 

Now, in your household it may indeed be the 
case that you cluster excitedly around the PC, 
Johnny enthusiastically tackles his homework in 
time to learn the theory of relativity through a 
sound ’n’ vision point-and-click spectacular, and 
the rest of you look on, clapping your hands and 
smiling encouragement at the other 1.4 children 
eagerly awaiting their turn. In my experience, 
this is about as iikely as me letting Danny Baker 
get past the front door with his twin packs of 
washing powder. 

For the moment, let’s assume that you’ve got 
this ‘famiiy’ PC up and running without anyone 
wanting to put an axe through it in the process. 
Let’s look at those multimedia marvels that will 
bring the world to your PC screen and let you 
revel in the wonder of PCs ... 

Not the longest of lists, is it? 

Hall of fame 

What the advertisements — any CD-ROM adver¬ 
tisements — don’t tell you is that CD-ROM is 
slow. Even a quad speed drive is slow. 

Furthermore, for all the talk of the 600Mb 
capacity of a CD being enough for the whole of 
the Encyclopedia Britannia, many CD-ROM ref¬ 
erence works are shallow in scope. From the 
publishers’ point of view, they are extremely 
expensive titles to put together and the copy¬ 
right/licence procedures for including other peo¬ 
ple’s material are a minefield — thus few 
CD-ROMs use anything like the full 600Mb — 
and can still cost up to £1 million to produce. 

However, that’s enough carping. For all the dis¬ 
appointments that the nuclear family of the 
advertisements will experience in trying to join 
the multimedia revolution, there are some prod¬ 
ucts that fully justify that ‘wonder of PCs’ tag. 
Firstly, take Dorling Kindersley’s wonderful set 



of five titles released last year, which included 
the magnificent Encyclopedia of Science and the 
gorgeous Stowaway. DK's books are excellent in 
their own right, but it also managed to do what 
very few CD-ROM publishers do, which is to 
offer something on the CD which can’t be done 
in book form. 

Secondly, just about anything from Microsoft 
can be guaranteed to be well presented and 
easy to use. Encarta has been around for don¬ 
keys and hasn’t been surpassed by any of the 
general encyclopedia pretenders and Cinemania 
is the best film reference guide on CD around. 

For more specialised tastes, there’s Red Shift — 
for some reason, astronomy and CDs seem to 
go together really well, there’s Multimedia 
Beethoven and Multimedia Stravinsky, and 
dinosaurs in Prehistoria. 

There are even some great games. As some¬ 
one who was not overly impressed with Wing 
Commanders I and li, I approached Wing 
Commander 3 with some scepticism — and 
found it awesome. Chris Roberts has crafted a 
real story — with a plot and characters with per¬ 
sonality and everything — to attach to the mis¬ 
sions which really do suck you in and make you 
believe in the world he’s created. There are 
exciting bits and sad bits and heart-warming bits 
and you couldn’t do Wing Commander 3 on 
disk. Then there’s Little Big Adventure, which 
takes all the weird characters and settings that 
French programmers seem to specialise in and 
turns it into a beautiful, cute, and manageable 
adventure game. 

Every CD-ROM publisher should look at these 
titles and read, mark, learn and emulate. Then 
we might have a few more starry-eyed children 
getting the most out of their PCs. 

(3 Christina Erskine 


SPEAK EASY 

J oystick and multimedia specialist Spectravideo has launched a new range of speakers specifically 

geared to multimedia PCs. The digital signals which PCs produce are “square”, says Spectravideo, and 
therefore more demanding on speakers, so the new MT Speaker range compensates for this by making 
use of special airways. This, the company reckons, ensures a cleaner sound throughout the entire frequency 
band. The speakers in the new MT range have built-in amplifiers, booster circuitry and magnetic shielding, 
and vary from 10 watt output at £24.99 through to 100 watts at £149.99. 

For further information contact Spectravideo on (0181) 900 0024. 


PlAYING 

FOR 

FUN 

IS OVER 
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MASK ON PC REVEALED 



ctivision is to release a series of interac¬ 
tive multimedia comics. It will start with 
The Mask: The Origin, based on the popu¬ 
lar Dark Horse comic series which was recently 
made into the film The Mask starring Jim Carrey. 

The Mask: The Origin is a compilation of the 
first five Mask comics and features over two 
hours of music and dialogue, plus comic-style 
illustrations and QuickTime movies. 

The series is being developed by Cyber Comics 
together with Metrolight Studios, the company 
which provided the special effects in the movie 
Total Recall. “It’s not like a game, cartoon or 


movie. Through Metrolight’s wizardry we’ve come 
up with something completely different, combin¬ 
ing original art, animation and sound effects to 
take the user on a wild adventure which can be 
followed in either a linear or non-linear fashion,” 
said Frank Evers, president of Cyber Comics. 

Jim Kristoff, president of Metrolight, added, “We 
haven’t just re-purposed the original comic book 
— we’ve created a new medium altogether.” 

The Mask: The Origin will be available in 
January on CD-ROM priced £24.99, followed in 
April by The Mask Returns. 

For details, call Activision on (0181) 742 9400. 



JUST THE TICKET FOR THE lOHERY 


I f your dreams of becoming a 
National Lottery millionaire have 
yet to be realised, two Windows- 
based prediction programs have just 
been released to help you pick those 
all-important six numbers. 

Justlotto (Cosmi UK, £19.99) is 
based on mathematical theory rather 
than birthdates, lucky numbers and 
superstition. The theory behind it is 
that the balls cannot be exactly the 
same weight and the revolving drum 
will have some bias, so that after 
several weeks some patterns are 


bound to occur. By analysing the 
winning numbers each week, 
Justlotto claims to be able to predict 
which combinations are likely to 
appear, and that its accuracy 
increases with time. What it doesn’t 
take into account is that there are 
two lottery machines and two sets of 
balls which are chosen at random 
each week, so what sounds like a 
good idea in theory may be less 
accurate in practice. 

Lottery for Windows (VCI, £14.99) 
is designed around the parameters 


la START FOR ART OF MIND 

B lue Ice is a brand new CD-ROM game from a brand new publisher. 
Art of Mind Productions has been set up by two ex-Empire 
employees, including development manager Rik Yapp. Its first 
game. Blue Ice is a surreal adventure game, inspired by both Salvador 
Dali and the Tim Burton film Edward Scissorhands. You find yourself in 
Icia, a colourless, inert world which you must bring to life to provide a 
future for its people. The game is portrayed in 256-colour VGA and will 
be accompanied by a sound track featuring known bands from both 
Europe and the USA. 

Blue Ice is due for release this spring and further details are available 
from Art of Mind Productions on (01268) 273315. 



of the US State Lotteries on which 
our own National Lottery is based. It 
allows you to make your own selec¬ 
tions based on whether you prefer to 
follow winning sequences, choose 
numbers which are due to come up 
or make a random selection. The 
program allows you to keep a data¬ 
base of winning numbers in addition 
to your own entries, and includes a 
print facility. 

Contact VCI on (01923) 255558 and 
Cosmi UK on (01923) 284930 for fur¬ 
ther details. 




SIGN OF THE TIMES 


ONE YEAR AGO 

After surveying children playing computer games, 
the Communications Research Group came to the conclusion that concern 
that video games caused violent behaviour were largely unfounded — 
though the debate still rages on. And IBM also conducted some customer 
research and discovered that nearly eight out of ten PC buyers need 
expert advice on operating the machine when they get it home. Plus ga 
change, eh? 

Oh, and we put a little shareware game called Doom on our cover disk — 
now whatever happened to that title? 

Top rated games in February 1994: Alone in the Dark II and Hand of Fate. 


TWO YEARS AGO 

Intel announced that it had a new chip in the pipeline which it intended to 
call a Pentium, rather than the more logical 586 monicker. We reckoned 
that once the Pentium came out, the 486 would still have a good couple of 
years left, so we weren’t too far out with the prediction. 

Microsoft announced the release of Cinemania and Encarta, two seminal 
CD-ROM titles which still lead the field today. 

Top rated games in February 1993: Car & Driver, FI5 III and Wizkid. 


THREE YEARS AGO 

Wow, we said. Here’s a cheap CD-ROM player from Optech — a snip at 
just £299. How much? Yes, three years ago a single-speed CD-ROM drive 
was £300 plus the VAT; by next month, you could be able to buy a quad 
speed for £150. That’s progress. 

Top rated games in February 1992: Falcon 3.0 and Chessmaster 3000. 
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THE COOKE REPORT 


BUYING BRITISH 

ompanies as diverse as Warner Brothers 
and Sega have been queuing up to get 
their paws on British programmers and 
games designers over the last year, and the rea¬ 
son for their interest isn’t hard to find: we have 
some of the best programmers in the world. 

Why are we so good at games production? 
How long will this last? And how can you 
become a famous games designer and sell your 
company in 2005 for loadsamoney? 

To take the first question first. There are com¬ 
panies in America that specialise in games 
design. This tradition owes a lot to fantasy role- 
playing. Ever since Gygax and Arneson devel¬ 
oped D&D in the 70s, people have been 
designing RPG scenarios. And the essence of 
RPG design is storytelling — it's about character 
interaction, conflicts, and monstrous beasts. 

British game designs fall into several cate¬ 
gories. Some, for example, are based on a sin¬ 
gle twist of gameplay combined with clever 
programming. Sensible Software excels in that 
department. Others, such as Argonaut and ATD, 
pursue technical superiority. But there are very 
few that follow the American model. 

The British tradition of games design is very 
technology-aware. Almost all designers in this 
country started as programmers, a very different 
activity from RPG design. The older generation 
(of whom few are still active) cut their teeth on 
Acorns and Nascoms or even earlier dinosaurs. 

Then came the Spectrum generation. That 
machine was so inextricably linked with pro¬ 
gramming that the Basic commands were actu¬ 
ally printed on the keys. By 1983, the ideas of 
game design and programming were already 
inextricably linked, and it's this ground-zero 
awareness of registers and stack pointers that 
gives us programmer/designers like Peter 



Molyneux of Bullfrog or Sensible's Jon Hare. 

Alas, no more. I gave a lecture last year about 
games to a group of computer science under¬ 
graduates at a university that shall remain name¬ 
less. There were about 70 people in the 
audience. At the end of the talk, I asked how 
many programmers were in the audience. Not 
just assembler programmers, but programmers 
in any language, including Basic. Just five peo¬ 
ple put up their hands. So much for tomorrow's 
games industry in this country. 

It's fine to argue that the games of the future 
will require content, not technology. That is true 
to some extent. But they will also require slick 
interfaces, gameplay mechanics, execution 
speed and originality that comes only with a real 
understanding of the medium. Good cinematog¬ 
raphers understand emulsion, exposure, and 
film stock. I think we're making a big mistake if 
we think that programming is a dirty word and 
that design is everything. 

So, if you want to sell your company for mil¬ 
lions in a few years time, sort out the technology 
first. Once you understand the medium, the 
message will come of itself. 

O Steve Cooke 



ELSPA CONFIRMS RATING SYSTEM SUCCESS 



T he European Leisure Software Publishers 

Association (ELSPA) is claiming a successful 
start to its games rating system . 

Members of ELSPA have been carrying ratings 
since September 1994, since when 80 per cent of 
computer and video games have 
been rated as suitable for all 
ages (according to figures from 
the Video Standards Council). 

Almost 14 per cent of all new 
games have been rated as suit¬ 
able for children of 11 years 
upwards, only five per cent as 
suitable for 15-year-olds or 
above, and only a tiny one per 
cent fell into the 18 years or older 
category. 

According to Roger Bennett, 
director and general secretary of 
ELSPA this ‘demonstrates that 


the vast majority of computer games really are suit¬ 
able for all ages, and goes a long way towards reas¬ 
suring parents of this fact.’ 

• See this month’s feature,Censored!, on page 40 
for more on games ratings. 


Doom: recommended 
as suitable for over- 
18s only in accor¬ 
dance with the 
voluntary ELSPA 
rapngs scheme. 
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PC'ClMIS-flttPMCI 

Position/Title Publisher 

(previous week’s position in brackets) 


1 

(1) 

SimCity 2000 

Maxis 

2 

(3) 

Doom 2 

Virgin Interactive 

3 

(2) 

FIFA International Soccer 

Electronic Arts 

4 

(4) 

Winter Olympics 

US Gold 

5 

(6) 

TIE Fighter 

LucasArtsA/irgin 

6 

(8) 

Theme Park 

Bullfrog/EA 

7 

(5) 

Star Trek: 25th Anniversary 

Interplay 

8 

(9) 

Microsoft Flight Simulator v5 

Microsoft 

9 

(-) 

The Lion King 

Virgin Interactive 

10 

(10) 

Mortal Kombat 

Virgin Interactive 

11 

(16) 

All New World of Lemmings 

Psygnosis 

12 

(14) 

Microsoft Space Simulator 

Microsoft 

13 

(7) 

Civilization 

MicroProse 

14 

(12) 

Colonization 

MicroProse 

15 

(-) 

Indy Car Racing 

Virgin Interactive 

16 

(11) 

Transport Tycoon 

MicroProse 

17 

(20) 

NASCAR Racing 

Virgin Interactive 

18 

(13) 

Rise of the Robots 

Mirage/Time Warner 

19 

(-) 

Cannon Fodder 

Virgin Interactive 

20 

(-) 

Aladdin 

Virgin Interactive 


Week ending December 17, 1994 

Charts compiled by Gallup. Copyright of ELSPA 


PC'CiMIS-CDi-iOM 

Position/Title Publisher 

(previous week’s position in brackets) 


1 

(1) 

Magic Carpet 

Bullfrog/EA 

2 

(2) 

MegaRace 

Mindscape 

3 

(-) 

Wing Commander 3 

Origin/EA 

4 

(5) 

Theme Park 

Bullfrog/EA 

5 

(4) 

Doom 2 

Virgin Interactive 

6 

(3) 

Rise of the Robots 

Mirage/Time Warner 

7 

(-) 

Little Big Adventure 

Electronic Arts 

8 

(6) 

Nascar 

Virgin Interactive 

9 

(-) 

Creature Shock 

Virgin Interactive 

10 

(7) 

Rebel Assault 

LucasArts/US Gold 


Pf'ffliflS-MIMJl 


1 

(3) 

Xmas Lemmings ’94 

Psygnosis 

2 

(1) 

Monkey Island 2 

Kixx XL 

3 

(2) 

Formula 1 Grand Prix 

Powerplus 

4 

(4) 

Dune 2 

Hit Squad 

5 

(5) 

Championship Manager ’94 

Domark 

6 

(8) 

Easy to Learn Computing 

Premier Collection 

7 

(9) 

Doom (TS) 

Titanium Seal 

8 

(6) 

Doom (MS) 

Micro Star 

9 

(10) 

Battle for the Ashes 

Audiogenic 

10 

(-) 

Eye of the Beholder 3 

Kixx XL 



I f you’ve bought a copy of Europress’s Klik & Play games creator program, 
you’ll know what a potentially powerful program it is. And PC Review is giv¬ 
ing you the chance to show the world just how good your Klik & Play 
games are. In conjunction with Europress Software, we’re looking for the best 
original game created using Klik & Play. Your game could make you the offi¬ 
cial PC Review Klik & Play champion, with your opus included on the PC 
Review cover CD-ROM for all other readers to play (and admire). Not only 
that, but the PC Review champion will win Klik & Play baseball jackets, plus 
£250. 

Furthermore, the winning game will go through to a UK Klik & Play competi¬ 
tion, so you could, through PC Review become the UK’s Klik & Play champi¬ 
on. The UK champion also wins a holiday for two in Florida, complete with 
spending money. And after that Europress hopes to extend the competition 
abroad and eventually find an international winner. 

How to enter 

Using Klik & Play we want you to create the best original game you can. Then 
send it on disk to PC Review, Klik & Play Creator competition. Priory Court, 
30-32 Farringdon Lane, London EC1R 3AU. Your entry should also include the 
coupon below — or a photocopy of it if you don’t want to spoil your copy of 
the magazine. 

Please make sure your disk is clearly labelled with your name and address 
and the name of your game. If you 
wish to supply accompanying notes 
and instructions, they can go on 
paper (again, labelled clearly), or you 
can supply these as an ASCII (plain 
text) file on the disk. 

The closing date for this competi¬ 
tion is March 1st, 1995 — slightly 
more time than usual, so that you can 
get your creative juices flowing. 


RULES 


• Employees of EMAP Images, Europress Software, their families and 
associates, are not eligible to enter this competition. 

• All games entered for this competition must be original creations of the 
entrant and not derivations of the example games provided with Klik & 
Play or any other commercial games. 

• No cash equivalent to the prizes is available. 

• All entries in the Klik & Play Creator competition are governed by the 
Klik & Play licence concerning commercial use as set out in the user man¬ 
ual. Entrants agree to make their games available for cover-mounting on 
participating magazines at the discretion of those magazines and subject 
to the permission of Europress Software. They also agree to such games 
being used for promotional or other non-commercial purposes by 
Europress Software. 

• The editors’ decision in all matters relating to the competition is final 
and no correspondence can be entered into. 
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PC AND PC CD-ROM 


THE FIRST GOLF 
GAME TO USE A 
REAL-TIME 3E) 
ENVIRONMENT 


MULTI-PLAY 

OPTIONS 


256 COLOUR 
GRAPHICS AND A 
CHOICE OF 3 
’VIRTUAL' CAMERA 
ANGLES 


2-PLAYER OPTION 


UIRTUALLY PERFECT G*LF 









Three sound reasons 

TO UPGRADE YOUR PC 



Ultimate 

Upgradeability 

Designed as an upgrade for existing 
Sound Blaster owners this kit features 
a Creative double speed, multi-session 
CD-ROM drive and the new Groliers 
Multimedia Encyclopedia on CD for a great 
value CD-ROM solution. 



Powerful 

Playability 

This multimedia kit is designed 
specifically for the serious games player 
and it features the hottest and most up-to- 
date CD based games available today such 
as Theme Park, Sim City 2000, Rebel 
Assault, Syndicate and Strike Commander. 

It also includes a high performance 
joystick, speakers and all the quality 
multimedia hardware required to take your 
PC to a new dimension in games playing. 




Ail of Creative’s multimedia products are guaranteed and ftilty supported by a free Technical 
Support Team. If you would like to know more about any of our Sound Blaster sound cards, 
Multimedia upgrade kits or Video Blaster cards, please visit your local 
dealer, computer superstore or high street electronics outlet. 

Or call our pre-sales and Tech Support Team on 0734 344744 
for more information. 


CD1G 


Complete 

Creativity 

This is a complete multimedia upgrade 
kit that has everything you need to 
transform your home PC into a fully 
functional multimedia PC. 

It features a Sound Blaster 16, CD-ROM 
drive, speakers and microphone. 

The bundled CD-ROM titles include 
educational software and games that 
make it a perfect solution for multimedia 
beginners of all age groups. 




CREATIVE LABS 












PC REVIEW 


Inkjet printers have already proved 
themselves the best pound for pound home 
printers you can buy. The latest models all 
bring first class colour capabilities straight 
to your desk, and over the following pages we 
will be explaining the pros and cons of the 
InkJet colour revolution and then putting the 
market leaders to the test. 


Laser printers are ideally suited to take on this 
role: they’re quick, capable of handling large 
print jobs smoothly and they’re as silent as a 
mouse—or at least they are by comparison with 
the whirring and clacking most dot matrix 
printers produce. 

But lasers have traditionally been far too 
expensive for all but the most affluent homes. 
Although there are some lasers cutting in at 
around the £500 mark, the average price keeps 
them out of reach of most home users. Colour 
laser printers? Forget it. 

There are other alternatives: dye-sublimation 
(which offers excellent colour quality) and wax 
thermal printers both have their advantages — 
specifically for colour printing. But once again 
the cost is generally prohibitive. A good dye-sub 
machine will set you back £1,000 without bat¬ 
ting an eyelid, and wax thermal printers are very 
expensive to run. 

So that leaves us with the inkjet as the most 
practical and economical choice for home and 


F or fun and games, your first port of 
call may be a sound card or a CD- 
ROM drive. For practical pur¬ 
poses, the essential PC peripheral 
has to be a printer. Having decided 
that you need to buy a printer, you 
will find a situation that is both 
pleasant and unusual in PC hard¬ 
ware: you aren’t faced with a bewildering 
plethora of specifications and technologies. 

For 99 per cent of home users looking for a 
new printer, the decision is simple: “Which inkjet 
printer should I buy?” 

Why an inkjet? Well, printer technology 
has broadened considerably 
since the early days when dot¬ 
matrix was the only affordable 
option. On the simple criteria 
of cost and performance, dot¬ 
matrix printers are yes¬ 
terday’s machines. 


Nowadays the only place you’re likely to see 
a new dot-matrix printer is perhaps in an 
accounts department or similar office environ¬ 
ment, where it will be churning out reams of 
that chained paper-printout (remember the 
stuff?). Even then it’s more likely that it’ll be a 
laser printer doing the workhorse job — 
probably something like the 
industry standard Hewlett 
Packard LaserJet 4. 






small business printing, and inkjets sales have 
boomed over the past two years. 

Inkjets are inexpensive (cheaper mono models 
can be as little as £130 on the street) and they 
offer a good compromise between print quality 
and speed (much better definition than a dot¬ 
matrix, but not quite as sharp or fast as a laser 
since they print the page in bands rather than as 
a single pass). They’re also quite quiet, running 
costs are low and they’re usually very compact 
(even portable, sometimes). 

They’re also the only affordable way for you 
and I to go about acquiring a colour printer. 

A potted history 

So what exactly is an inkjet printer, and how does 
it work? Well, inkjet printing is a non-contact 
process (in other words, the print head does not 
actually touch the page) which involves squirting 
ink on to a page at very high pressure, through 
microscopic holes in a cartridge head. 

If computer industry legend is correct, the 
process was discovered as much by accident as 
anything else. A Canon researcher mistakenly 
touched a syringe of ink with a soldering iron 
and a jet of ink shot out of the tip of the syringe. 
From what can only be described as a fortuitous 
bit of research. Canon went on to develop its 
highly successful BubbleJet range — and the vast 
majority of inkjets work on the same principle. 

It’s a simple system. Heat is applied within the 
cartridge, and some of the ink starts to boil. This 
creates a vapour bubble, which in turn builds 
pressure within the ink and forces it through the 
nozzle. The heat is turned on and off by the 
printer, and as the cartridge head moves across 
the page a tiny droplet of ink is expelled, creating 
a single dot on the page. 

The only problem with this is that the ink has 
to dry quickly (or you have a page that will 
smudge too easily and text that is far too fuzzy 
because the ink will spread too much on contact 
with the paper). But quick-drying ink will even¬ 
tually clog the nozzles. Hence the reason why 
almost all inkjets have a head-cleaning facility 
which needs to be used quite regularly. 

As a printing technology, inkjets are contin¬ 
ually being refined and improved (with added 
colour capabilities, increased resolutions and 
speed enhancements) to the point where they 
are now far from being the poor relation to the 
laser they once were. If anything, they have more 
of a future ahead of them than lasers, which have 
pretty much reached the limit of what can be 
done with them. 

Cheap, quiet, capable . . . 
what’s the catch? 

The principal advantage of an inkjet printer for 
home use is the balance between price and 
output quality — essentially they offer exactly 
the level of quality and performance most people 
are looking for at a price that most people are 
prepared to accept and that no other printing 
technology can match. 

However, the generic disadvantages of inkjet 
printers are fairly easy to spot. Firstly, they are 
best suited to reasonably low volumes of work, 
and their paper handling facilities are usually 
pretty limited. Don’t expect an affordable inkjet 


to take kindly to printing and collating 20 copies 
of a 30-page document twice a day. It’ll undoubt¬ 
edly give up in disgust. 

Secondly, since inkjets work across the page 
in lines, there is a tendency to produce visible 
‘banding’. This is most apparent when printing 
graphics, especially if compared to a laser 
printer’s output of the same image. Most of the 
major manufacturers have proprietary tech¬ 
nologies to minimise this effect, and using coated 
paper can also make a considerable difference. 

Smudging is another potential problem. The 
inkjet process can leave the ink wet as the page 
arrives in the paper tray (depending on how 
good the ‘quick drying’ ink really is): brush your 
hand across the text in the first few seconds and 
you’re likely to smudge the print. However, over 
the past two years the improvements in inks has 


again managed to reduce what was once a major 
drawback to a minor irritation. 

And lastly, inkjets do prefer their own glossy 
paper. Of course, you can use bog standard 
75gsm photocopier paper (otherwise inkjets 
would be a complete non-starter for home 
users), but if you want the best results then the 
only solution is to use a glossy paper to cut down 
on the ink bleeding (in other words, sharply 
defined text rather than furry letters). 

And of course, some printers are more 
demanding in this respect than others: for 
example in the following pages you’ll see that the 
Lexmark ExecJet lie is a bit of a stickler for 
coated paper, whereas the HP560c is far more 
tolerant of standard paper. This is just one of the 
factors taken into account in our group test of 
inkjet printers which starts over the page. 


COLOUR PRINTING AND COMPOUND BLACKS 


The addition of colour to a document — whether it’s headings, logos, diagrams, iiiustrations, pho¬ 
tographs, or whatever, can make a huge difference to the overaii impression. 

But coiour printing is a feature which costs an arm and a leg using any of the other printing tech¬ 
nologies. Inkjets certainly provide the affordable solution. 

However, don’t expect multi-colour miracles. Inkjet colour printing at this price bracket is remark¬ 
ably good, but we’re not talking magazine quality here (no snide comments, thank you very much). 

All four of the printers on test in the following three pages use a combination of cyan (a light 
blue), magenta and yellow inks to create the colour print. 

Some printers have individual cartridges for each, and a specific black cartridge. Consequently, 
strong black text can be printed on the same page as complex colours without any fiddling about. 

However the majority use a single cartridge divided into three different inkwells containing the 
three inks. 

This makes black printing a little more complicated; the Lexmark, for example, can only have one 
cartridge installed at any one time, therefore if you are printing a colour file and the printer needs to 
print black it will use a combination of the 


cyan, magenta and yellow inks. 

This is otherwise known as ‘compound 
black’. 

Unfortunately compound black produced 
this way has a nasty tendency to print as a 
murky green colour. The only other way is to 
blank out all the black and print the colours, 
then change over the cartridges, put the 
black back in the document and remove the 
colour, rerun the same page through the 
printer but this time just printing the black. 
What a lot of hassle. 

As a result one of the first things to check 
with a colour inkjet printer is whether it has a 
specific black cartridge, and if not how well 
it handles printing a compound black colour. 


I 



HOW AN INKJET WORKS 


The inkjet principle is 
relatively simple: 

a) heat is applied to 
ink, creating a 
bubble of vapour. 

b) the bubble 
expands and forces 
a drop of ink through 
the nozzle. 

c) the heat is turned 
off and the bubble 
collapses, pulling 
the ink back thus 
‘printing.’ 
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Flying solo or networked 
with up to seven 
opponents, take a deep 
breath ... step into your 
cybercraft ... and hover, 
soar and glide in the 
trip of your life across 
a mind-shattering virtual 
landscape. 

But there's no time for 
sightseeing, around every 
cyberhorizon is a fleet 
of formidable enemies 
ready to wage the mother 
of all wars. Battle 
slicers, cloaked robots 
and flying hunter-killers 
fight to the death in a 
virtual reality world 
where there's virtually 
no limit to the thrills! 
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The jet set 


Which inkjet printer offers 
you the best combination 
of price and performance? 
Aian Ciark puts four of the 
iatest offerings from the 
big names in coiour inkjet 
printing through their 
paces to find out. 



PC GROUP TEST 


T he four printers tested over the following 
pages are all suitable for home use. Some 
are especially suited to the home user, 
particularly the Lexmark ExecJet lie and the 
Cannon BJC-4000. The two others, the more 
expensive Hewlett Packard DeskJet 560C and 
the Epsom Stylus Colour, are good examples of 
printers aimed at home and small business users 
wanting a high level of performance and a wider 
range of features. 

Each of these printers has the capability to 
print in colour as well as mono — a feature 
which is normally prohibitively expensive using 
any of the other printing technologies, such as 
dye sublimation, wax thermal or colour laser 
printing. 

What’s more, each printer uses a combination 
of cyan, magenta and yellow inks to create the 
colour print, either by means of a single car¬ 
tridge with multiple reservoirs, or with specific 
colour and black cartridges (see the panel on 
compound printing on page 24) to print true 
blacks within colour images. 

What I am looking for in each of these inkjet 
printers (and the main criteria for buying any 
new inkjet printer) is a solid combination of 
good print quality for both text and mono 
graphics; decent — and preferably built-in — 
paper handling facilities; a sensible compromise 
between speed and quality of colour printing; 
and compact design and ease of use. 

And with inkjet printing it is also important 
to see what effort each manufacturer has made 
to minimise the principal drawbacks of the inkjet 
method — notably banding and smudging, and 
the demand for special coated papers. 

Whilst reviewing these four machines over the 
past weeks, I used four main samples; two 
640x480 colour images, one mono image and a 
text sample for comparisons in both print 
quality and speed. 



The Lexmark 
ExecJet Me gives 
impressive 
results: colours 
are clear and 
bright, details 
are well defined 
and text is crisp. 


Lexmark 
ExecJet lie 

The ExecJet lie from Lex¬ 
mark is the company’s first low- 
cost colour inkjet and at around £350 
(including VAT) the results are very impres¬ 
sive; colours are clear and bright, details are well 
defined and text is a crisp. 

The printer driver gives you control of all the 
printer’s features and everything is laid out sen¬ 
sibly and logically. Normally, the Lexmark has 
a resolution of 300dpi, which is pretty much the 
standard for printers within its class. However, 
by using special print enhancement software, 
resident in its printer driver, the Lexmark 
ExecJet lie can also print text at a higher reso¬ 
lution of 600x300dpi. 

Still, to get the best out of this printer I 
strongly recommend the use of quality, coated 
paper as the inks have a tendency to bleed more 
than I’d expected on standard copier paper. This 
is the sort of fussiness that can become irritating 
if you’re after a no-nonsense printing workhorse. 

However, the Lexmark ExecJet lie provided 
one of the first surprises of this group test: the 
compound black printing, while still a little 
‘greeny’ in shade, was easily one of the best I’ve 
come across on a printer in this class and, sur¬ 
prisingly, even better than the considerably more 
expensive Hewlett Packard DeskJet 560C when 
set to print a compound black. Apart from the 
Canon (see below) you’d be hard pressed to find 
an inkjet in this price bracket which uses specific 
colour/mono cartridges, so this compound print 
quality is an important argument in favour of 
the Lexmark. 

Printing speeds are a little on the slow side (I 
was getting a rate of just under one page per 
minute in mono and the complex colour page 
samples took up to seven minutes — which is 


about par for the course, but could be better). 

Anyway, aren’t all good things worth waiting 
for? Because even if it is a little slow off the mark, 
its combination of low price, capacious paper 
handling, quality compound printing and sharp 
text, the Lexmark ExecJet lie is one of the best 
low cost colour inkjets available. 


EXECJET lie 


Supplier: 

Lexmark International 
Contact: 

01628 481500 
Price: 

£ 351.33 


Excellent 
performer 
for the 
price. 


rating 
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Canon BJC-4000 

Canon has a longer tradition than any other 
company of churning out inkjet printers — one 
of its lab technicians actually invented inkjet 
printing by accident — and naturally, it was one 
of the first companies to put a colour inkjet 
printer on sale. 

The BJC-4000, a 360dpi A4 colour inkjet 
costing around £450 (including VAT), is its 
newest and most refined colour inkjet yet. 

Unusually for a sub-£500 machine, the BJC- 
4000 is a four-colour printer, with one combined 
cyan/magenta/yellow cartridge and a separate 
black cartridge. This is a major plus, as it means 
that it both prints proper blacks, rather than 


PC REVIEW 














The Canon BJC 4000: has established a 
new price/performance level for colour 
inkjet printers. 

HP DeskJet 560C 

Like the Epsom Stylus and the Canon 
BJC-4000, the Hewlett Packard 
DeskJet 560C can take both cartridge 
sets at once therefore printing true 
black within a colour image; or at least 
that’s the theory. 

The DeskJet 560C will print at 
600x300dpi as standard in both colour 
and monochrome which should also, 
in theory, produce a much finer, 
clearer print. 

What’s more, the 560C software 
driver uses something called ‘Colour 
Smart’. Basically what this does is to 
analyse the file being printed and 
automatically choose the appropriate 
printing method. As far as detecting 
the file type goes. Colour Smart works 
extremely well, but unfortunately the 
printed results are a bit of a let down 
at the end of the day. 

Whilst the colours are exceptionally 
bright and vibrant, the images are 
rather grainy — which tends to spoil 
the overall effect. 

And, even with both cartridges 
installed, any blacks that appeared in 
the colour images used for test pur¬ 
poses were printed as compound 
blacks (rather than true blacks) that 
didn’t even come up to the standards 
of the considerably cheaper Lexmark 
ExecJet lie. 

All in all, Hewlett Packard’s 
DeskJet 560C was rather a disap¬ 
pointment for a company with such a 
history of producing market leading 
printers. 

This one is effectively an HP550C 
printer with an enhanced driver; the 
Colour Smart technology is a great 
idea that takes a lot of the guess work 
out of colour printing and generally 


composites, and is flexible 
enough to be a useful text printer 
and a colour printer, without costing 
a fortune in ink cartridges. Ideally, 
colour inkjets should have one car¬ 
tridge per colour, to get maximum 
usage out of each, but no one would 
expect that on such a cheap printer. 

Not that you’d think the BJC-4000 
was cheap by looking at its output. 
Canon has used its head start in the 
inkjet printer market to refine its ink 
technology steadily, and the result is 
an impressive lack of ink bleeding, 
particularly on coated papers, but 
more noticeably, on photocopier 
paper. Banding is also impressively 
minimal. 

Performance also belies the BJC- 
4000’s price: monochrome images and 
text pages on average take just over a 
minute to print, and we found that a 
full colour, page-sized image generally 
printed out in about five minutes. 

This compares favourably with 
inkjet printers costing twice as much. 
The cost of running a BJC-4000 
should be around the average for a 
colour inkjet — Canon claims that a 
black cartridge should be good for 
about 130 pages, and a CMY one for 
about 100. 

In other words, if you’re a small 
business or home user in need of 
colour printing capabilities, you 
should definitely have a look at the 
BJC-4000. It puts a lot of the opposi¬ 
tion to shame, and has established a 
new price/performance level for 
colour inkjet printers. 


CANON BJC40 00 
Supplier: 

Canon 
Contact: 

(0181) 773 3173 
Price: 

£450.75 rating 


A very 
classy all- 
rounder. 


PC REVIEW 
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The Hewlett Packard DeskJet 560C: out of all the 
machines on test here the HP DeskJet was the 
fastest to print of them all and was equally happy 
printing on cheap copier paper as it was on good 
quality coated paper. 



The Epson Stylus Colour 

The first thing that has to be said about the 
Epson Stylus Colour is the fact that it’s the most 
expensive printer here with a typical street price 
of almost £640 (including VAT). 

So straight away you’d expect the print quality 
to be second to none; and thankfully you 
wouldn’t be wrong. The Epson Stylus 
Colour can print at resolutions of 
either 360dpi—which is standard fare 
for the better inkjets — or, a first with 
inkjet printers in general, a whopping res¬ 
olution of 720dpi. 

At a resolution of 360dpi the Stylus Colour 
seems to be just another colour inkjet. But set 
the resolution to the higher 720dpi, make your- 


The Epsom Stylus Colour Printer: one of the most 
expensive printers on test here, but its print quality is 
phenomenal: colours are bright, detail is sharp, and the 
overall picture quality is quite astounding. 


here by a fair margin, and it is equally happy 
printing on cheap copier paper as it is on quality 
coated paper. 

Unfortunately the overall results were less 
than expected from a printer that typically costs 
around £500 (including VAT). The advantages 
of having both colour and black cartridges also 
seem to be lost within the Hewlett Packard 
DeskJet 560C. The Colour Smart software 
should automatically switch between the two 
but even when printing a mono image the driver 
still used the compound black producing a very 
poor printout. 

Text wise the quality is just about on par with 
the cheaper Lexmark printer, and graphics 
output is the DeskJet 560C’s biggest let down, 
with bright colours, but a grainy overall image 
output that sr 

DESKJET 560 
Supplier: 

Hewlett Packai 
Contact: 

01344 361263 
Price: 

£481.75 


jbdues fine detail. 


Fast, but 
generally 
an average 
performer. 


rating 


higher resolution print quality is phenomenal; 
colours are bright, detail is sharp, transitions 
between colours are smoother, blacks are true 
black (no muddy greenery here) and the overall 
picture quality is quite astounding. 

Even with plain text you’d be hard pushed to 
notice the difference between this output and a 
low cost laser printer — and that is quite an 
impressive feat. 

But of course to achieve this sort of print 
quality there are a few sacrifices that have to be 
made; the first, as already mentioned is the 
printing speed. 

At 360dpi, the Epson Stylus Colour was only 
marginally behind the HP DeskJet in terms of 
print speed. But set the Epson Stylus Colour to 
720dpi and while printing a colour file, you’ll 
have more than enough time to make a coffee 
and and sip away happily (or not) for the next 
15 minutes it takes to print. 


mind spending a little bit more on the paper you 
put through it, but it’s worth bearing in mind 
that this does up the overall running cost quite 
a bit. 

The only thing that really goes against the 
Epson Stylus Colour though is the price. But if 
you view this as a fast, competent colour inkjet 
in its basic mode, with the option of real high 
quality colour output and superbly crisp text 
when you need it, it may begin to justify the 
starting price. In quality terms, there really is no 
competition under £1,000. 

STYLUS COl 
Supplier: 

Epsom 
Contact: 

0800 220546 
Price: 

£633.33 


-OUR 


Glorious 
quality, but 
a stiff price 
to match. 


rating 
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Win! 

The Ace Coin MovieMaster 24 


Put the power of full-motion video on your PC by winning 
one of these three 24-bit MPEG cards from Ace Coin! 



Plus! Five lucky runners up will 
receive copies of the latest VideoCD 
movies and software titles. 




PC REVIEW 











T his is your chance 
to add fantastic 
movie-quality 
video capabilities 
to your PC with an 
Ace Coin MovieMaster 24 
MPEG card — because we 
have got not one, but three 
to give away as first prizes! 

Whether it’s movies or 
music videos, or the new 
generation of ultra-high 
resolution FMV MPEG 
games using real life actors 
and the latest techniques in 
digitisation — the 
MovieMaster 24 can 
handle them with ease. 

CD-ROM and the . 

Internet were the hot topics 
of 1994, but 1995 is set to be the year of ; 
full-motion video and MPEG, with a host 
of new titles ready to hit the shops from 
the start of this year. 

MPEG stands for Motion Pictures 
Expert Group and it’s a standard for com¬ 
pressing and playing back full-motion 
video (hence the FMV bit) on your PC. 
Translate that into normal English, and 
what we’re talking about is a card that you 
slot inside your PC to enable you to play 
special CDs which run games and video at 
TV quality in full screen mode (not some 
tiny window). 

The £349 MovieMaster 24 is one of the most 
advanced MPEG cards available, with a host of 
features unmatched by its rivals. 
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The new generation of MPEG video cards like the 
new Ace Coin MovieMaster 24 bring stunningly 
smooth, TV-quality high resolution video to your PC 
screen — the whole screen, not just a tiny, fuzzy and 
slow moving window like the one at the top here! 


For a start, the MovieMaster 24 is capable 
of displaying 16,000,000 colours (true 24-bit 
graphics rather than the more common, but 
limited, 16-bit equivalents). 

It uses bi-cubic interpolation to smooth 
out rough edges in the video image, and you 
can grab frames (in either MPEG or Targa 
formats) from the videos or games that you 
are using on your PC. 

What’s more, the MovieMaster 24 runs in 
both DOS and Windows using a true overlay 
to put text and graphics on 
top of the MPEG picture, 
and it has the unique PTS 
image control system to keep 
the sound and video in per¬ 
fect synchronisation. 

What better way to turn 
your PC in to the multi- 
media marvel you’ve always 
wanted than with the Ace 
Coin MovieMaster 24 
MPEG card! 

Our runners’ up prizes 
this month are a set of 
VideoCD titles for five lucky 
entrants who don’t quite 
make the big one. 

# Please note: The Movie¬ 
Master 24 requires a min¬ 
imum of a 386133 PC, with 
4Mb of RAM, a double 
speed CD-ROM drive and 
Windows 3.1 or better. The VideoCDs as runners 
up prizes require an MPEG-level 2 standard FMV 
playback card. 


HOW TO ENTER 

If you want the chance to win one of these 
superb prizes, there are only two simple things 
you have to do. First, answer the three following 
questions (correctly!). Second, put your answers 
on the coupon below (or use a photocopy if you 
don’t want to cut up the mag) and send it to the 
following address: 

MovieMaster Competition 
PC Review 
Priory Court 
30-32 Farringdon Lane 
London EC1R3AU 

And now, the all-important questions... 

1) MPEG stands for...? 

a) Movie Personnel Eliminate Games 

b) Motion Pictures Expert Group 

c) Massive Picture Expels Grain 

2) The MovieMaster 24 is a...? 

a) 7.25-bit card 

b) 16-bit card 

c) 24-bit card 


3) FMV stands for...? 

a) Full-Motion Video 

b) Fast Movies for Video 

c) Fat, Mauve and Violent 


Your entry must arrive at the dark and for¬ 
bidding offices of Emap Towers (traffic beacon 
on the information highway) by February 15, 
1995 (whereupon the winning entry will be 
drawn by a suitably random method). As Feb¬ 
ruary 15 is the closing date for the competition, 
any entries arriving even a milli-second after this 
date will be treated with the scorn they deserve. 
We jest not. 

COMPETITION RULES 

O Employees of Emap Images, Ace Coin, 

their families and associates are not eli 
gible to enter. 

O No multiple entries, please. 

O No cash equivalent to the stated prizes is 

available. 

O No entries received after the closing date 
will be accepted. 

O The editor’s decision is final. 


^MOVIEMASTER COMPETITION | 

! Name ! 

I Address * 


Answers 

1 


2 


3 


I □ Data protection: tick this box if you do not| 
I wish to receive further information on other | 
I offers or services in the future. | 

I □ I am over 18 or over □ I am under 18 I 

I Closing date February 15 PC Review February 1995 I 

I____-I 
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Edward Carnby has a brush with death before 
taking his finai bow in the iast game in the Aione 
in the Dark series. 


A fter battling a platoon of 
Lovecraftian monsters in 
Alone in the Dark and 
sinking a ship-full of zombie 
pirates in Alone 2, you’d have 
thought it was time for detec¬ 
tive Edward Carnby to hang 
up his deerstalker, put on his carpet slip¬ 
pers and write his autobiography. But no. 
There’s no rest for the wicked, it seems, and 
poor old Ed has been summoned from his 
San Erancisco office to look for a missing 
film crew. 

Alone in the Dark 3, the final game in the 
Alone trilogy, not only features Ed as the 
hero but also sees the reappearance of 


Emily Hartwood, the heroine of Alone 1. 
This time, however, she takes a more pas¬ 
sive role as the token damsel in distress, 
thanks to a particularly disastrous career 
move. Emily has always dreamed of 
making a name for herself in Hollywood, 
and after travelling to the fabled town, she’s 
managed to land herself a job as a script 
girl on a western movie. 

Unluckily for her, the film is 
on location in the delightful!^ 
Slaughter Gulch, a small ghost town 
in the Mojave desert. And when I my 
unluckily for her, it’s beipause this ghost 
town is quite, literally that — a town 
absolutely stuffed full of ghosts. 


Zombie pirates 

The principal villain is one Jedediah 
Stone, a ruthless man who, some 50 years 
previous to the game, desecrated an Indian 
burial ground in his quest for gold. But 
despite being killed in an explosion, Jed and 
his men have returned as zombies to exact 
their revenge. If this plot seems a little sim¬ 
ilar to Alone 2 (in which Ed had to rescue 
a kidnapped girl from zombie pirates), it’s 
no coincidence. Jed Stone is none other 
than the son of Elizabeth Jarrett, the evil 

Left: remember the jumping stones bit in Alone 
in the Dark? Well, here it is again. This time, the 
water has been replaced by lethal lava, so 
make like Bob Beamon and lift those legs. 



PC REVIEW 














Voodoo priestess killed by Ed in Alone 2. 
No wonder Stone bears a grudge against 
the mustachioed private investigator. 

Ed Carnby’s latest adventure is his most 
dangerous yet. During this particularly 
lethal game of cowboys and Indians, Ed 
will have to go to some pretty extreme 
lengths in order to get his man — even if it 
means sacrificing his own life in the process. 
But never fear. You can’t keep a good man 
down and a little of the old Indian magic 
will bring him back from the dead—if only 
as a mountain lion. 


Room with a view 

Visually, Alone 3 bears a startling (if hardly 
surprising) resemblance to its predecessors. 
The first game was revolutionary in its use 
of 3D polygon characters, with 2D 
bitmapped backgrounds, a combination 
which gave it a unique, quirky look. In 
addition, each location was viewed from a 
series of different angles, so, for example, 
at one end of a room you might be looking 
at your character head on, but if you 
walked to the other end the view would 
switch, so that you’d see him from above. 
Although this was a little difficult to get 
used to at first (particularly during combat 
when a view-change could be very discon¬ 
certing), it added to the game’s spooky 
atmosphere. 

Alone 2 took this idea and enlarged on 
it, with more graphic detail and (following 
criticism that the first game was a bit on the 
short side) a larger gaming area. However, 
the greater emphasis on combat didn’t 
please everyone, so this has been rectified 
in Alone 3. 

The trouble with Alone 2 
was that the monsters 
were too tough (armed, 
as they were, with 
tommy guns) so that i 
even if you knew the | 
solution from start to | 
finish you still couldn’t ? 
make it through without 
dying with frustrating reg- 
ularity. 

But all that has changed. On 
starting a new game in Alone 3, you can 
decide how tough Ed will be, how much 
damage he’ll do when he hits and how 
much the monsters can take. In other 
words, you can tailor the game according 
to your combat skills. As well as this. Alone 
3 is closer to the first game in the trilogy 
than to the second in that it is much more 
puzzle orientated. Sure, you have numerous 
zombies to despatch, but quite often you 
can get rid of them by solving a problem 
rather than using a gun. 

Objectionable objects 

All this sounds quite promising, doesn’t it? 
There’s no doubt that Alone 3 has plenty 
going for it; it looks good, it has loads of 
atmosphere (maybe not quite as much as 
the first game, but certainly more than the 


second) and it’s chal¬ 
lenging. But (and you 
knew there was going to 
be a “but”, didn’t you?) I 
do have one complaint. 

It’s that bloody control 
system again. 

Challenging controls 

As with the other Alone games. Alone 3 is 
controlled from the keyboard rather than 
the mouse. It’s not that I have anything 
against keyboards (I’ll use one in prefer¬ 
ence to a joystick when playing, say. Doom 
or Elite) but the controls are definitely 
unwieldy. Moving your character around 
is easy enough once you get the hang of it, 
but picking up or oper¬ 
ating objects is 
another matter. 

As with Alone 1 
and Alone 2, if 
you move close 
to an object 
which can be 
picked up, a box 
flashes up con¬ 
taining a picture of 
said object along with 
the words “take” or 
leave”. Simple. Except in 
practice, it’s a lot more difficult 
than that. 

Let’s say you’ve seen an 
object lying on a table and it’s 
obvious that you’re going to 
need it sooner or later. You 
walk over to the table and 
stand directly in front of the 
object. But does the object box 
flash up? Like hell it does. You 
stand there, searching like 
crazy, but there’s no way that 
you’re going to be allowed to 
take the damned thing from 
that position. You inch left a 
bit and try again. Still no joy. 

Then you inch right a bit. 

Ditto. This carries on until you 


“Moving 
your character 
around is easy enough, 
but picking up 
objects is another 
matter. 


Above: maybe you do only 
live twice. Ed is brought 
back from the dead by an 
Indian shaman, but he’s a 
helluva lot hairier in his new 
incarnation. 


Left: I always knew Ed was a 
nice guy. When he meets his evil 
twin, instead of shooting the sucker 
in the head he decides to shake and make 
up. How civilised. 


Below: there’s no going back for Ed once Jed 
Stone has blown the bridge over the canyon. 


Bottom: Ed plans to give Jed Stone a bit of a 
shock with the heip of a live wire and some 
water. Electrifying stuff. 
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Even better is the Winchester rifle. It also makes a nice 
posing accessory slung casually over your shoulder. 




finally manage to stand on the right pixel 
for the object box to appear. Now add a 
zombie who’s chasing you around the 
room, and the fact that the object is the very 
thing you need to defeat it. 



Headless zombie 

In such a case, you simply don’t have the 
time to mess about positioning Edward in 
exactly the right place, because a moment’s 
hesitation can cost you an awful lot 
of health points. This makes the 
game needlessly hard, and it’s 
through no fault of your 
own. In one room, a head¬ 
less zombie tries to beat 
you to death with his 
Popeye-sized fists while 
his stone head observes 
you from a table. The idea, 
which I figured out almost 
straightaway, is to take the head 
and throw it down a hole in the 
corner of the room. Not only is the head 
extremely difficult to pick up, but you’ve 
also got to position Ed precisely in order to 
throw it into the hole instead of onto the 


floor. This sort of thing is absolutely infu¬ 
riating. I’m not saying that the whole game 
is like this, but it’s a problem that occurs 
several times and I certainly don’t 
remember it happening in the other 
two Alone games. 

Biting the bullet 

There’s another puzzle in 
the game which is partic¬ 
ularly annoying for a dif¬ 
ferent reason. Ed has at 
his disposal a number of 
weapons including a 
shotgun, a handgun and a 
Winchester rifle. One of the 
first things I do when finding a 
weapon is to load it with the relevant 
ammunition so that I can use it to despatch 
any nearby zombies. There is, however, one 
character who can only be killed with a 


“Ed has at his 
disposal a number 
of weapons including 
a shotgun, a handgun 
and a Winchester 
rifle.” 



ALTERNATIVELY 


Ecstatica 

Psygnosis, £44.99 
Rated 8, Issue 39 

This tale of witchcraft is set in mediaeval 
Europe. The graphics are more sophisticat¬ 
ed than in Alone 3, using ellipsoid charac¬ 
ters rather than blocky polygons. 



Little Big Adventure 
Electronic Arts, £44.99 
Rated 9, Issue 39 

This humorous and endearing game comes 
equipped with stunning graphics, great 
sound and bags of playability, making it one 
of the most accessible games of last year. 



























Do you want to know what’s cooking? 

Do you knead to make some dough? 

Then get a piece-of-the-action with Pizza Tycoon. 

A business simulation to get your teeth into. 

Order up Pizza Tycoon from us. 

Because at MicroProse, we deliver. 


AVAILABLE FOR IBM PC COMPATIBLES 



















Atmospheric, let down 
by tricky interface. 


4Mb 


Minimum memory: 


VGA 


Minimum graphics: 


Sound: 


Sound Blaster 


Minimum PC: 33MHz 486, MS-DOS 5.0, mouse 


golden bullet fired from the Winchester, 
and because you can’t unload a weapon, 
you somehow lose all the Winchester’s 
ammo the moment you insert the golden 
bullet. I’m not sure where the rest of the 
bullets went, but go they definitely did. 
Illogical or what? 

This might be a bit inconvenient, but 
you’ve got other guns, haven’t you? Trouble 
is, on the same level as the golden bullet 
man is a door which can only be opened by 
shooting it with — yes! — the Winchester. 
So if you do lose the ammo, you can’t get 
the door open and you can’t pick up the 
objects you need to progress further. You’re 
stuffed, and once again it’s through no fault 
of your own. 

Whilst you might find the golden bullet 
before you find the Winchester ammo, 
there’s nothing to tell you that it’s a Win¬ 
chester bullet, and you won’t actually find 
this out until you’ve loaded it into the 


Publisher: 

Infograrnes 

Price: 

£44.99 

Contact: 

(0171) 738 8199 




weapon (ammo is automatically loaded 
into the relevant gun). 

And how the hell were you supposed to 
know that the door had to be shot open 
when other doors are opened by other 
methods? Stupid. 

It’s a shame that such annoyances mar 
what is otherwise a fitting end to the Alone 
in the Dark trilogy, especially when you 
realise that the main problem — difficulty 
with picking up objects and using them — 


Above: he’s been to 
hell and back — literally 
— but now Ed can ride 
off into the sunset with 
the lovely Emily. 

Right: Ed had better 
watch his step or he’s 
going to turn himself 
into a Carnby kebab. 

Below: One of the mean 
looking critters Ed gets 
to meet in the game. 


could have been Easily rectified. 

Even so. Alone in the Dark-.^ 
good game indeed. Infograrnes Jias 
attempted to make this thebeit game pos¬ 
sible by combining the gameplay of the fir§t 
Alone with the size of the second,'and t^js 
makes it all the more unfortun^ that the 
game is let down by its control difficxiities. 
Having said that, it’s nndoi^tedly better 
han Alone in the Dark 2. Lihas a better 
story, more depth,toore atmosphere and 
nicer graphics. So why have I given tfeis 
game an eight when I gave Alone^in the 
Dark 2 nine? It’s because you have to judge 
a game by what else is around at the time 
rather than by how it compares to its pre¬ 
quels. Alone 2 had little in the way of oppo¬ 
sition, whereas Alone 3 is up against 
Adeline’s superb Little Big Adventure and 
Psygnosis’ excellent Ecstatica. Yes, it’s a 
great game, but then it has to be with oppo¬ 
sition like that. 

Anyway, the main point is that Alone in 
the Dark 3 is a very nice game and will def¬ 
initely appeal to Alone fans. After all, this 
is probably the last time you’ll see Ed 
Carnby in a game, so you’d better make the 
most of it. 

O Cal Jones 

























Ever wanted to sail into the sunset? Visit 
ports of call known only to grizzled 18th 
centuiy sea captains? 

Then let our unique first-person 
perspective and stunning 3-D graphics 
put the wind in your sails! Swashbuckle 
away as you trade goods, vanquish enemy 
ships and create routes to riches. Take 
time to gossip in local taverns, repair 
cannonball damage, and stoke up your 
crews morale. (A little rum, perhaps?) 

Chart your progress with our authentic 
navigational aids, and revel in a world 
long gone: Where fortunes are fiercely 
defended, and only skill stands between 
you and the deep blue sea! 


Features: 

Variety ot goods to trade and 
passengers to carry. 

Command a crew of soldiers, sailors 
and apprentices. 

Defend against pirates and enemy 
men-o-war. 

Buy and enhance ships from 
several models. 

Highly Intuitive Interface. 

Dynamic pricing and political models. 
Strong replayability. 


BREAKING AWAY 
FROM THE FEEET 



Trai’el the n'orlc^ in March of richeo Vuit exoticpo/io on many continento Engaije enemy ohipo in realutic oea combat 


Impressions 

© 1994 Impressions Software, Unit 9, Princeton Court, Felsham Road, Putney, London SW15 lAZ. 
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It’s 1930 


YouVg givGH £100,000 and a vast land and SGa 


area with numerous towns and cities. 
You’ve got 100 years to prove yourself a 

Transport Tycoon. 

Set the wheels in motion. 

Make it big with Transport Tycoon 

AVAILABLE NOW 
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Gsmes are completely 
harmless — and that’s 
official. Under UK 
law they are lumped 
alongside 
gardening videos 
and keep-fit 
tapes as 
“exempt” from 
classification. / 

But the 
climate is 
changing. 

Tim Green 
reports. 



hen the cinema release of Oliver Stone’s violent thriller Nat¬ 
ural Born Killers was indefinitely postponed, its distribu¬ 
tors went on to the defensive. They played up the satirical 
content in the movie, the message that the media makes 
celebrities of murderers. 

When Doom II was released its distributors couldn’t have 
been less defensive. Here’s a right shocker, they said. And 
to ram the message home they sent a press release to the 
national papers wrapped 
round a bag of fresh offal. 

But while Natural Born Killers lan¬ 
guishes in the censor’s pending tray. Doom 
II is out there, available (theoretically) for 
the five-year-old Compaq 486 owner to 
enjoy at his leisure. 

The simple fact is that after 15 years in 
existence — and despite periodical out¬ 
cries in the media — computer games are 
still legally exempt from classification in 
the UK. 

In the beginning 

Ever since computer and video games 
entered the public consciousness there have been scare sto¬ 
ries about the effects of their excesses on young minds. Ten 
years ago the worry was less about content than physical 
addiction. The graphics were just too rudimentary to cause 
concern. 

So while the Daily Mail railed at the depravity of video 
nasties like Zombie Flesh Eaters it wouldn’t have occurred 


The extensive use of video in 
Voyeur for CD-i and PC CD- 
ROM, above, brings it under 
the auspices of the British 
Board of Fiim Classification. 
The racy subject matter and its 
on-screen treatment ied to an 
18 rating. 


to any self-righteous hacks to accuse Pacman of stirring up cannibalistic 
feelings in teenagers. Now, though, the prevailing mood has changed. 
Graphics are sophisticated to the point of realism. And games are being 
‘watched’ by the powers-that-be. 

However, until new legislation is created, games will continue to escape 
government regulation. At present the legislation which tackles screen 
violence is the 1984 Video Recordings Act which was rushed through in 
response to the video nasty scare. This requires all videos to be given a 

rating by the British Board Of Film 
Classification. When the law was 
being drafted it stated that titles 
(whether videos or games) require a 
rating if they show: 

• genital organs, urination or excre 
tion 

• mutilation or torture of humans 
or animals 

• human sexual acts 


Crucial to the status of electronic 
games was the clause which distin¬ 
guished cartoon violence from the 
‘real’ stuff. This was inserted to avoid the need to slap an 
18 rating on Tom and Jerry and the like. The reasoning was; 
cartoon characters aren’t “human” or “animal” therefore 
any violence towards them cannot be treated as harmful. 

So cartoons were put into the exempt or “E” category 
along with sports, music and gardening. Games, with their 
blocky graphics, were lumped alongside them. They still 
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are — which is why anyone can buy Doom II. 

But as games have become more realistic the 
issue has become cloudy. Doom II is just the 
latest in a series of high profile games to stir the 
pot. Sega’s Night Trap was accused of peddling 
violence against women, Nintendo’s Street- 
fighter II was viewed by many as brutal thug¬ 
gery for its own sake and Acclaim’s Mortal 
Kombat made a feature of spurting blood. 

The result? Suddenly nobody’s quite so cer¬ 
tain that the violence in games is of the cartoon 
variety any more. And the media has raised the 
stakes by associating games with high-profile 
child crime cases. 


HOW GAMES ARE RATED 
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Suitible only for persons of 
18 years and over 
Not to be supplied to any 
person below that age 
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Left: the ELSPA voluntary ratings that you’ll find on 
most games boxes in their various permutations. 
These ratings are advisory only. 

Above: The VSC rating. This is legally binding. 


Under the microscope 

All this has put games under close scrutiny. The 
BBFC has already recommended two changes 
to the Video Recording Act, one which brings 
cartridges into consideration along with CD and 
floppy (due to a loophole, cartridges have never 
been covered by the law at all) and another which 
makes a series of still pictures subject to the same 
rules as moving pictures. 

But the threat of changing the overall status 
of games so that they are no longer exempt is still 
just that, a threat. In the meantime the industry 
has been given a chance to put its house in order. 
It’s taken the chance gratefully. 

Cash is the main reason why. The BBFC 
charges £10 for every minute of video it classi¬ 
fies. But whereas the average VHS running time 
is 90 minutes, a CD-ROM can run to hundreds 
of hours. And if cuts are required, reprogram¬ 
ming computer code is far more complicated 
than re-editing a VHS master. 

Voluntary ratings 

Nobody in the business wants this. Which 
explains the voluntary ratings system introduced 
by the games industry body ELSPA on Sep¬ 
tember 1. Under the scheme every new release 
should display a sticker indicating the age for 
which it is suitable: 0-10,11-14,15-17,18+. 

The ratings are defined by the Video Stan¬ 
dards Council, another quango which was orig¬ 
inally set up to help the video industry keep its 
house in order. ELSPA brought in the VSC to 
draw up an ‘assessment’ form which it sent to 
every one of its 79 members. Publishers use these 
guidelines to set a rating. Once the VSC has 
approved their decision the game can be 
released. ELSPA reckons around 85 per cent of 
games are classified as suitable for all ages. So 
far only one rating has been rejected by the VSC 
(it won’t say which). 

According to Steve Cheese, deputy general 
secretary of ELSPA, the scheme is proving a suc¬ 



From left to right: Mortal Kombat, an infamous spine-tii 


cess. “The response has been great—from both 
our membership and the retailers. Nobody 
wants games to be classified in the way that 
videos are. And that includes the Home Office 
which has been in touch to let us know they are 
monitoring the situation,” he says. 

Ultimately there is no legal duty for the retailer 
to stick by these ratings, they are just guidelines. 
If a kid insists on purchasing an ‘unsuitable’ title 
he can. ELSPA insists, though, that retailers are 
being stringent here. 

Whether the scheme is effective or not, at least 
the business is giving the impression of doing 
something about the issue. Mark Strachan, 


“The experience of the games player 
is significantly 

different from 


the experience 


of the peruser 
of video 

ill 

images.” 

. // 

James Ferman 


Director, BBFC 

f 
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chairman of games industry body ELSPA, says: 
“My own opinion is that if we don’t get this right, 
there are people in authority who understand 
this market better than we think, who could well 
act. It wouldn’t take much ... to make games 
subject to BBFC classification the way videos 
are. And that would wreak havoc on release 
dates and push up costs considerably.” 

It wasn’t easy for the trade to get this far. 
Putting games through ELSPA’s voluntary 
system of rating and stickering might not cost 
as much as a compulsory BBFC system, but it 
still costs. And the UK-only scheme threatened 
to cause administrative headaches for publishers 



with a global outlook like Acclaim. Despite this, 
ELSPA claims that its ratings have been almost 
universally adopted. “Take any top 20 games in 
any format and 18 or 19 or them — if not all — 
will carry our ratings,” says Cheese. 

Of course there can be commercial advantages 
to classification. Just as film producers of teen 
films have been known to insert a few swear 
words to move their certificate out of the naff 
“PG” category and into the hipper “12”, so 
games publishers are expected to cash in on the 
kudos of an 18 rating. Carey Budnick, managing 
director of newly launched Screen Multimedia, 
says: “There’s no doubt a high rating will make 
a game hot for the younger age group. Who’d be 
surprised if a publisher played it up a bit?” 

Mark Strachan is unconcerned if they do. 
“The scheme is there to give parents more infor¬ 
mation. If a product has an 18 certificate there’s 
no reason why the publisher shouldn’t publicise 
that fact. They’ve done their duty.” 

Interactive ignominy 

Lately there have been releases which have not 
been able to bypass the BBFC’s exempt clause. 
These are the so-called “interactive movies” 
which feature full motion video sequences. Obvi¬ 
ously any violence, genitalia, mutilation or uri¬ 
nation in these games cannot be explained away 
as cartoon action. So starting with Sega’s Mega 
CD game Night Trap (which was granted a 15 
certificate in March 1993), CD-ROM extrava¬ 
ganzas, including The 7th Guest, Voyeur and 
Under A Killing Moon have been submitted to, 
and certificated by, the BBFC. 

These titles are subject to the same rules as 
VHS video. But the process of certificating them 
is obviously much more tricky. If it’s any good a 
game can take days to finish. And it’s designed 
to be difficult to do so. So although the BBFC 
has now installed a PC with a CD-ROM drive 
on the premises and has even recruited staff with 
games expertise, it’s no easy task to rate games 
appropriately. 



























While the violence in 
StreetFighter II (left) has 
given rise to concern, 
no-one seriously 
accuses Pacman, above 
right, of stirring up can¬ 
nibalistic feelings. 
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Music marketing specialist ESP has produced 
an interactive CD for US metal band Nine Inch 
Nails which conceals horrific S&M footage 
within its interface. Undoubtedly the footage 
would be cut by the BBFC. The question is, how 
will they find it? They’ll find it because ESP says 
it will show it to them. Others may not be so 
scrupulous. 

Sumbission procedures 

The BBFC’s answer to this is to ask publishers 
for the VHS tape comprising the motion video 
sequences, a printout of all text in the game, a 
flow chart showing the plot pathways, the 
soundtrack and the packaging. This is not only 
cheaper for the publisher (because it takes less 
time to review) it’s also easy to access. 

Asking for a short VHS of action is fine while 
computer technology continues to handle 
modest amounts of film. But who knows how 
long games can become as compression tech¬ 
niques continue to improve? Hyperbole’s forth¬ 
coming interactive movie Vortex, for example, 
will be on five discs. This much full motion video 
(FMV) could cause new headaches for the 
BBFC and set costs escalating for publishers. 

And neither can a series of VHS clips put the 
action into context. In many famous cases, most 
notably Henry: Portrait of a Serial Killer, the 
BBFC demanded more cuts for video than 
cinema because of the rewind and slow-motion 
facilities available to video viewers. The ques¬ 
tion of whether games violence is more ‘cor¬ 
rupting’ than video violence because the player 
in a sense perpetrates the harm, is still largely 
unanswered. 

The BBFC is very aware of the issue. In a 
memo published in October its director James 
Ferman wrote: “The experience of 
the games player is significantly different from 
the peruser of .. video images on screen, where 
an act of imagination is required to experience 


the illusion of partic¬ 
ipation.” 

This distinction 
may make cuts even 
more stringent. So far, 
though, nothing sub¬ 
mitted by a games 
publisher has been 
deemed nasty enough to require cuts. 

Mike Bor, the BBFC’s head examiner, says: 
“At the moment we are applying the same stan¬ 
dards as video. But the interactive element will 
have to be taken on board. It’s too early to say 
how we will do so.” 


Cutting room 
floor 

When the day comes 
that the first elec¬ 
tronic game is actu¬ 
ally cut by the 
censors there are 
bound to be compa¬ 
nies which circum¬ 
vent it. Grey imports 
offer the most prob¬ 
able route. In terms 
of film and video the 
UK is generally 
regarded as oper¬ 
ating the strictest 
censorship regime in 
Europe. Imported 
videos from a free- 
trading EC are 
already beginning to 
pose questions here. 
Imported games 
may follow. But 
maybe not from Ger¬ 
many, where the law 
is more stringent 
than the UK. Local 
child protection 
agencies alert central 
government to ‘ques¬ 
tionable’ games and, 
after official inspec¬ 
tion, an X certificate 
can be granted. This 


means a title can’t be advertised, promoted or 
sold to an under-18. Recent X-rated games 
include Doom and Cannon Fodder. 

Sometimes the government goes further and 
ban games altogether. Nazi symbols are still a 
sensitive area in Germany — Wolfenstein, for 
example, is completely unavailable thanks to its 
use of the swastika. 

But the government doesn’t operate the only 
restrictions. The German equivalent of ELSPA 
has launched a system which classifies games 6 
plus, 12 plus and 16 plus. Like ELSPA’s scheme, 
it’s purely advisory. 

Circumventing the system 

However commonplace imports become they 
are unlikely to be as difficult to patrol as the 
games which come in to the UK from a country 
called cyberspace. Dialling up games is already 
a reality for those brave frontiersmen with a PC, 
a modem and lots of spare time. Even if the 
BBFC, with its CD-ROM and its own tech¬ 
nology specialists, can get to grips with disc- 
based material—how will it patrol electronically 
delivered games? Janies Ferman admits it will 
be difficult. “The ability to regulate the extent 
to which children will encounter such material 
is severely limited,” he says. 

What’s more, the programmers exploiting the 
Internet are far more likely to be renegades with 
rebellious ideas, than the big corporations flog¬ 
ging CDs at £49.99 in HMV. The BBFC had 
better make sure that the PC it has installed to 
monitor games is hooked up to a phone. 



No-one’s saying Doom isn’t violent — indeed the publishers make a virtue of it. 
From the legal point of view, though, who’s to say whether the victims are human or 
animal — they’re just a bunch of pixels. 
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The Patrician 
Out again 
at Just 

£16.99 


Get married, get rich, and get eiected in The 
Patrician -fhe ciassic medievai strategy game. 
Satisfy your hunger for weaith, status and 
power and ciimb your way to the very top 
of the Hanseatic League in Ascon's 
briiiiantand totaily 
invoiving adventure. 

Now re-reieased for PC, 

CD-ROM, Amiga, A1200 
and ST, for just £16.99 


"The single most 
involving strategy game 
since Elite " 


Gel 

£Ciil 


glls! 


CU Amiga 


On The Ball 




"The best football management game 
ever" 94% CU Amiga 

"Footy fans just have to buy the 
League Edition" 88% Amiga Action 

" You 'll kick yourself if you miss It" 

89% C&VG 

"Determines the standards for others 
to imitate" 

8/10 PC Review 


Sflmdaf/ng simMous 


Get some respect... 


Brilliant animated TV-style matches, an 
irresistable presentation and loads of detail 
make On The Ball like no other footy manage¬ 
ment simulation you have ever played. Now 
out in both League and World Cup Editions, 
On The Ball takes football management sims 
into a whole new league. 










































W elcome to PC Review’s games section, packed with reviews, 
previews and tips covering absolutely everything that’s hap¬ 
pening in the world of PC games. Here’s where you’ll find 
reviews of all the latest games released for the PC, exten¬ 
sively illustrated and play-tested in depth to give you the 
best reviews service you’ll find anywhere. We try to cover all the games 
that are released each month, including budget re-releases and CD 
versions of games already out on disk. You’ll find these mainly 
in the columns of short reviews, starting on page 87. 

Our previews section picks out some of the most inter¬ 
sting games currently in development and also 
includes our perennially popular Coming Soon 
games-at-a-glance column. In QED, we give you 
playing guides to the latest games and also — 
uniquely—we’ll answer your games questions on 
the spot. 

Finally, we round everything off with the PC 
Review Recommended competition, in which you 
can win a copy of any 9-rated game this month. 


The rating system explained 

PC Review gives a singie mark out of 10 to rate games. The score 
takes into account aii the game’s eiements, with particuiar regard to 
piayabiiity, graphics and sound. We aim to piay games to compie- 
tion — where the game has a distinct beginning, middie and end, 
anyway. We can be pretty tough on games too — since ‘five’ is the 
halfway mark between 0 and 10, you can assume we consider any 
game rated more than five to be above average in quality. 

0: A game with absolutely nothing to recommend it to anyone. 

1-2: Poorly implemented game, badly programmed, very disap¬ 
pointing. 

3-4: A game with some good ideas, but serious drawbacks. 

5: A solidly average game. Competent without being anything 

special, probably enjoyable in the short term. 

6: Won’t disappoint any fans of the genre; an above average 

title, but probably one which doesn’t break any new ground. 

7: Good, imaginatively programmed game which should appeal 

to the majority of game players. 

8: Very good indeed — a game will need something special in 

the way of gameplay, innovation, graphics or sound to make it 
worth an eight. 

9: Outstanding as an all-rounder. Few, if any, failings in graphics, 

sound, atmosphere, playability, ease of use, etc. 

10: The ultimate score. Sheer perfection. 
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Sim Ant was the last game 
that gave PC gamers the 
chance to control an animal. 
Now Wolf let’s you join the 
pack and howl at the moon. 



S im Wolf is a pretty good way to 
describe this game, which is 
obviously intended to be part 
entertainment, part educational. 
You have to take control 
of a wolf, or wolf pack, in one of 
three different surroundings; 
the arctic, timber lands, or 
the plains, then take part in 
various scenarios — mis¬ 
sions, if you like—which 
range from simple tasks 
such as finding drinking 
water, to more difficult 
objectives such as keeping 
your cubs alive for seven days. 

In all of these scenarios, you must 
also make sure that your wolf gets enough 
sleep, enough to eat and drink and you 
must also avoid getting shot by hunters, at 
the same time as completing the tasks that 
were set, in some cases within a time limit. 

Alternatively, you can create your own 
simulation, varying the amount of people 
that are after you, how much the hunters’ 
bounty is for wolves, how large your litter 


is and how easy or difficult your mini¬ 
quests are. Luckily, if this all sounds a little 
complicated, there is a reference section 
giving lots of general information on 
wolves — from how good their 
hearing is to their mating habits. 

Digitised animations 

On the technical side of 
the game there are some 
great digitised anima¬ 
tions of wolves in the 
introduction and also in 
scenes before and after the 
various scenarios. The 
game itself is viewed from 
above with good animation of the 
actual wolf in its environment, and also 
some impressive cut-scenes when the wolf 
attacks another animal, or challenges 
another wolf to become leader of the pack. 

On the CD version there is also a sound¬ 
track, which varies according to your loca¬ 
tion or situation. This is useful when you 
are being pursued, as the music changes 
when you are close to a hunter. There are 





SunhElly 


Above: you and your pack of wolves have just 
spotted your food for the day and are ready to 
take off in hot pursuit of the moose — one of 
the game’s slower prey. 

some great sound effects, with some of 
them necessary to help you survive in the 
game. For example, at certain points either 
a plane or helicopter will fly over and shoot 
at you — without being able to hear the 
noise of the plane, it’s hard to avoid getting 
hit and killed by the time you see the 
shadow of the helicopter on the screen. 

Original idea 

Unfortunately, there are only three dif¬ 
ferent worlds to play in and although there 
are 42 scenarios they all involve much the 
same sort of tactics — albeit with a dif¬ 
ferent degree of difficulty—meaning that 
after a while it becomes repetitive. 

Wolf is an original idea for a game and 
on the whole, it works well. It’s Just let down 
really by the lack of variety and the fact that 
some of the graphics require a massive sus¬ 
pension of disbelief if you are really to 
immerse yourself in the lonely world of the 
wolf. Aside from that however, it’s a 
pleasant enough romp. 

O Andrew Downie 



Publisher: US Gold 

Price: £34.00 disk, £40.00 CD 

Contact: (0121)606 1800 


Minimum PC: 25MHz 386SX 


Minimum memory: 

640K 

Minimum graphics: 

VGA 

Sound: 

Sound Blaster 
























































































The making of one of the best games to 
appear on the PC, ever, involved utilising film 
as well as PC games production techniques. 
Christina Erskine takes a closer look. 


T here are possibly a good number of 
wannabe film directors currently 
making computer games for a day job. 
Probably only one has been called a 
“young Steven Spielberg”. Admittedly, 
actor John Rhys-Davies was at a press 
conference to mark the launch of Wing Com¬ 
mander 3 when he said this, and he was refer¬ 
ring to its creator Chris Roberts, so he probably 
felt he should say something complimentary. 
However, Rhys-Davies has worked with Steven 
Spielberg himself, on two Indiana Jones films, 
so he should know what he’s talking about. 

What Roberts has effectively done is to write, 
produce and direct Wing Commander, the 
movie, alongside Wing Commander 3, the game. 
The game has been developed with both VGA 
and SVGA graphics and follows the traditional 
look of Wing Commander combat scenarios. 
The movie was filmed using live actors and the 
resulting video was digitised over Silicon 
Graphics-generated backgrounds and acts as 
the introduction and links between combat 
sequences. Sure, the video bits, which take up 
around 85-90 per cent of the space on the four 
CDs spanned by the game, are basically cut- 
scenes, but they do more than just prettify the 


game. Apart from the intro, they’re all interac¬ 
tive, and your decisions genuinely affect the way 
the story develops — and in this Wing Com¬ 
mander, the story is very important. There is a 
real narrative drive in the many-branched script 
to Wing Commander 3, and it makes the video 
scenes and the SVGA computer-produced mis¬ 
sions truly co-dependent. 

The techniques used in Wing Commander 3 
involve real-life actors, armed with a script, 
acting out their roles before the camera and in 
front of a blank screen. Their images are cut out 
and ‘placed’ against 
computer-designed 
backgrounds to 
create each scene. 
Wing Commander’s 
backgrounds were all 
produced by the 
designers at Origin 
Systems using Silicon 
Graphics worksta¬ 
tions and Origin is 
actually calling them 
‘virtual sets’. 


Left: isn't that the guy 
from Star Wars? Tom 
Wilson corpses the 
scene with Jennifer 
McDonald (Flint). See 
The Cutting Room 
Floor in Behind the 
Screens on this mon¬ 
th's cover CD. 


Acting talent 

The acting talent employed for Wing Com¬ 
mander is creditable, compared to many casting 
decisions in early games of this type. Mark 
Hamill, fresh from his voice-over work in Sierra’s 
Gabriel Knight, plays the central character, 
Christopher Blair. He is backed up by Tom 
Wilson, who appeared in Back to the Future, 
Ginger Lynn Allen, who appears to be making 
that ‘difficult’ transition into mainstream films, 
and Jason Bernard, who will be recognised by 
late-night TV watchers from Herman’s Head. 

There is also considerable British interest in 
Malcolm McDowell, once of A Clockwork 
Orange fame and If... and the afore-mentioned 
Rhys-Davies. 

All the actors said that they experienced dif¬ 
ficulties working with a completely blank ‘vir¬ 
tual set’, especially when scenes had to be re-shot 
because, say, the computer monitors showed that 
instead of resting their hand lightly on a pillar, 
they were an inch out and putting their hand 
straight through it. Allen, particularly, claimed 
that it was sometimes difficult to ‘get into char¬ 
acter’ when filming the alternative sequences for 
the player’s choices: “One minute I really love 


Above left: Jason Bernard (Captain Eisen) and Mark 
Hamill (our hero Blair) act out a scene on set. 
Above: the Kilrathi heads were designed to be fully 
movable, if somewhat hot and heavy for the actors. 
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Colonel Christopher Blair (you) 
Mark Hamill 


Admiral Tolwyn 
Malcolm McDowell 


Rachel Cariolus 
Ginger Lynn Allen 
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Maniac 

Tom Wilson 


Captain Eisen 
Jason Bernard 


this guy, then I have to go back 
and do the scene like I don’t care”. 

However enjoyable the filming 
sessions were, one is still left with 
the impression that the actors 
were a bit hazy about how their 
roles fitted in with the computer 
game side of things. 

“I’d heard predictions ten years 
ago that you’d be able to save 
money by building enormous sets, 
and shooting actors next door on 
a blue screen,” says Mark Hamill. “I had it all 
explained to me, and I didn’t doubt it of course, 
but I thought, well, it won’t happen in my life¬ 
time." 

John Rhys-Davies had his own take on the 
story. He summed up the whole thing to Ginger 
Lynn Allen rather nicely: “There is one funda¬ 
mental flaw with this game: it takes you 30 mis¬ 
sions before Blair even gets to kiss you. And I’ve 
flown every one of them” 

Father figure 

One reason why the acting in Wing Commander 
3 works well could be that the actors weren’t 
exactly cast against type. John Rhys-Davies 

ON THIS MONTH'S CD 

If this is the CD version of PC Review that 
you are currently reading, you can check out 
the background work on Wing Commander 
3 for yourself, with our massive Behind the 
Screens program. 

The program takes you through interviews 
with the members of the cast, and Chris 
Roberts and the designers, musicians and 
developers at Origin. It shows examples of 
the virtual sets, some of the out-take scenes 
and olTers a preview of the 11-minute long 
intro and scene-setter. Admittedly, it doesn't 
run particularly fast, even on a 486, but it's 
well worth it for an inside view of what goes 
into the making of a game on this scale. 

If you haven’t yet played the game. I’d rec¬ 
ommend that you don’t read the Master 
Script option - it will give away the plot. If 
you don’t care about knowing what happens, 
then read it, if for no other reason that it 
really does demonstrate Just how rich Wing 
Commander 3 is as a story. 



James Taggart (Paladin) 
John Rhys-Davies 


Flint 

Jennifer McDonald 


plays the grizzled old bear of a father figure; 
Ginger Lynn Allen plays a pert, sassy young 
flight mechanic; Tom Wilson evidently relished 
the role of Maniac both on and off camera. 
“Tom Wilson,” commented Origin’s Galen 
Svanas, “was probably the greatest single threat 
to our shooting schedule out in LA”. 

Even Malcolm McDowell, old and states¬ 
manlike in his role as the Confederation’s 
Admiral Tolwyn, 
eventually gets to 
display a hint of 
the subversive 
tendencies he 
waged so mani- 
cally in Clock¬ 
work Orange and 
If... Perhaps the 
only big surprise 
is Mark Hamill 
himself, who is 
light years away 
from the blue¬ 
eyed boy of Star 
Wars. As the 
combat-hardened 
Colonel who has 
spent nearly all 
his adult life 

fighting the Kilrathi, he’s affected a distinctly 
world-weary air. 

Anyway, these are actors who are paid 
extremely well to pretend to be other people and 
make it believable. The biggest triumph in Wing 
Commander 3 surely belongs to the, er, “young 
Steven Spielberg”. After all, Chris Roberts 
started his career with Wizardore for the BBC 
micro, before moving to Origin in the US and 
developing the Wing Commander series. 

This was a first attempt at film directing — 
which, make no mistake, is what the work for the 
Wing Co m mander cine-scenes involved — and 



in the Star Wars style apocalyptic scenario, he 
didn’t exactly choose an easy topic. 

“Well, it was a challenge. Luckily there was a 
lot of stuff to do so I never really thought about 
it, because I’d probably then have gone, ‘Oh my 
God, what am I doing?”’ says Chris himself of 
his directorial debut. 

And coping with all those Hollywood egos? 

“After we could fit the ten trailers into the 
parking lot, we 
were doing 
OK. But the 
cappucino 
machine was 
just too much 
to ask for. No, 
actually, I guess 
when we went 
to go film 
around Holly¬ 
wood, I 

thought oh 
God, I’ve read 
all these stories. 
I’m going to 
have about 
8,000 people 
pitching fits, 
and it wasn’t at 

all like that. Everyone, I think, had a lot of fun, 
everyone joined in.” 

It surely can’t be long before Roberts is 
directing movies for real. Malcolm McDowell 
himself is on record as saying, “I think he’s going 
to be a big-time film director one day”, and 
Roberts is currently holding discussions 
regarding the new Wing Commander series in 
Los Angeles. 

So the movie side of Wing Commander 3 is 
impressive. Now see over the page for our review 
of Wing Commander 3, the full game. 
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Above: as 
you wander 
around the 
TCS Victory, 
you’re free to 
chat to any 
fellow crew 
members 
you meet. 


Below: the 
Emperor, 
perched 
upon the 
throne in his 
paiace on 
Kilrah. 


f you needed an indicator that the days 
were over when a lone programmer, 
working from the comfort of his stale¬ 
smelling bedroom, could bash out a 
chart-topping smash in a couple of 
weeks, then surely Wing Commander 3: 
Heart Of The Tiger is it. According to the 
publisher Origin, Wing 3 took nearly two 
years to create and required the services of 
a legion of programmers, graphic artists, 
musicians, actors, cameramen and techni¬ 
cians —which goes some way to explaining 
the game’s budget of around $4 million. 

Yes, you read it right —$4 million! Even 
by a lottery winner’s reckoning, that’s a lot 
of cash — but, as they say in Hollywood, 
the money’s all up there on the screen. 
Without a doubt. Wing 3 is the most visu¬ 
ally impressive PC 
game ever cre¬ 
ated. A super¬ 


slick combination of movie-like cut-scenes 
and incredible SVGA-rendered space 
combat. Wing 3 doesn’t just make love to 
your eyeballs, it takes them out for a 
romantic meal first, invites them back 
for coffee, puts on smoochy 
music and then carries them 
breathlessly to the brink of 
ecstasy and beyond. It 
really does look that 
good. 

Of course, the 
reviewer’s typical 
corollary to this sort 
of embarrassingly 
sycophantic, over-the- 
top praise is “Shame the 
gameplay sucks” but, in 
Wing 3’s case, that simply 
isn’t so. True, at the end of the 
day. Wing 3 amounts to little more than 
a relatively simplistic 3D shoot ’em up, but 
it’s one of the most exciting, exhilarating, 
addictive and intensely atmospheric 3D 
shoot ’em ups I’ve ever played. 

The story so far . . . 

Wing 3’s plot picks up pretty much where 
Wing 2’s ended, with the brave Terran Con¬ 
federation still locked in an epic struggle 
with the Kilrathi Empire, a race of 
vicious feline warriors to whom the con¬ 
cept of‘peace’ is totally meaningless. 
Unfortunately, it seems your victories 
in Wings 1 and 2 have counted for 
little, as the Confed forces are now 
beginning to crumble in the face of a 
renewed Kilrathi onslaught. 

The TCS Concordia, your carrier 
in Wing 2, is just one of the ongoing 
battle’s many casualties and is now 


no better than scrap metal, so you’re 
assigned to a new ship, the TCS Victory. 
However, the TCS Victory isn’t like the 
gleaming, state-of-the-art vessels that 
you’re used to. In fact, it’s a bit of a 
mess, a battered old warhouse 
first brought into service 
at the start of the con- 
flict which now 
cruises the quieter 
regions of the war- 
zone — hardly a fit¬ 
ting home for a big 
hero like you. How¬ 
ever, Confed com- 

r mand never do 
something without a 
reason, and soon 
enough you find out their 
plans for you... 

Thus, after a stunning movie-style 
intro, the game proper begins with you 
newly arrived on the Victory, hungry for 
action. While on board the Victory 
between missions you’re free to wander 
around and explore its living quarters, 
bridge, flight deck and so on at leisure. And 
you can even talk to any fellow crew mem¬ 
bers you meet — which is where the 
majority of the movie stuff comes into play. 

You see, whenever you chat to someone 
the game cuts to video footage pulled off 
CD, and very good it is too. For once, the 
movie-like sequences really are movie-like. 
OK, so it looks a bit grainy (it’s as if you’re 
peering through a coarse sieve, to be 
honest) but it’s still far and away superior 
to anything that’s gone before, even Under 
A Killing Moon. Special mention should 
go to the acting too, which is much better 
than we’ve come to expect from previous 


PC 


SOp is it reaiiy worth buying a Pentium? 
After piaying Wing 3, your oniy answer 
can be an emphatiCp drooiing ‘‘Yesl’’ 





Above: you can toggle your cockpit on or off, to 
give yourself a better view of the combat zone. 
Right; the Imperial Palace on Kilrah. If you look 
hard, you might be able to spot the litter tray in 
the background. 


interactive movies—but then, with talents 
such as Mark Hamill (who plays Colonel 
Christopher Blair, your alter ego), John 
Rhys-Davies and Malcolm MacDowell 
onboard, you’d expect it to be. 

Although these cut-scenes are typically 
passive, sit-back-and-watch affairs, at key 
points you do occasionally get the chance 
to direct the flow of the conversation by 
picking between two dialogue options. 
What you say on these occasions is actu¬ 
ally quite important, because if you select 
the wrong option and you could seriously 
damage morale, which in turn affects the 
way your co-pilots perform in combat. 

Mission control 

However, while this talky-talky stuff is all 
very nice, it’s the missions which make up 
the real ‘meat’ of the game. Once you’ve sat 
through the mission briefing, picked a co¬ 
pilot and selected a ship to fly, it’s off out 
into the wide, blue yonder. And in Wing 3, 
space is actually blue. Quite why this is so 
I don’t know, but I’m sure Origin has its 
reasons. However, this tends not to bother 
you too much, as you’re too busy ogling the 
wonderful SVGA graphics. Let’s make no 
bones about this — they are fantastic. 
Chasing an ultra-realistic texture-mapped 
Kilrathi fighter as it dodges and weaves in 
front of your laser cannon’s sight has to be 
experienced to believed. 


However, while the combat is very 
exciting, it suffers greatly from a lack of 
depth. The ship controls are very basic and 
the missions are generally not that com¬ 
plicated. Usually they boil down to ‘kill 
anything furry you meet before it kills you’, 
although in others you might do slightly 
more exotic stuff like protect a transport as 
it makes its way to a Hyperspace jump- 
point. Even so, in comparison to some¬ 
thing like LucasArts’ TIE Fighter, it’s 
shallow stuff indeed. 

However, it’s never boring, and the urge 
to complete a mission so that you can see 
what happens next in the plot is incredibly 
strong, especially as your success or failure 
in combat actually affects how the story¬ 
line develops. It is, for example, possible to 
do so badly that the Kilrathi end up win¬ 
ning the war — and you losing the game. 

Soooo sloooow . .. 

By now this is probably all sounding a little 
too good to be true — and, in a way, it is. 
You see. Wing 3 comes firmly ‘Pentium 
Recommended’ — indeed, its minimum 
spec is stated as a 50MHz 486/DX2. And 
on a Pentium (even our, er, ‘feeble’ 60MHz 
office Pentium) the game ran like a dream 
— fluid, smooth and totally seamless, even 
in full SVGA mode 
throughout. However, out 
of interest (and in a vain 
hope that I might be able 
to play the game at home), 
I tried running Wing 3 on 
the office 33MHz 


Left: Blair and Paladin survey 
the wreckage of the downed 
TCS Concordia. Although 
this shot is from Wing 3’s 
spectacular intro, similarly 
high-quality sequences are 
littered throughout the rest 
of the game. 



Every mission has the same basic structure. First your 
boss, Commander Eisen, summons you to the briefing 
room and explains the task ahead to you . . . 



Then you fill in your fellow pilots on the mission 
specifics and select a wingman (or wingwoman) to 
accompany you .. . 
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Next, you choose which ship you want to fly. All have 
different pros and cons, such as strong armour/slow 
speed, etc ... 



The preliminaries over, you can sit back and enjoy 
some saucy cut-scenes showing Blair clambering into 
his cockpit and blasting out into space... 



Finally, the battle begins as you encounter your first 
wave of Kilrathi ships. Do well, Colonel the fate of the 
human race rests in your hands .. . 
























486/DX2 .. oh dear. Admittedly, this was 
a much lower spec machine than Origin 
recommended, but even so I was amazed 
at the difference it made. 

It wasn’t so much that the actual game 
itself was slow — with everything turned 
to VGA, the speed of the movie bits and 
even the space combat was fine (although 
it chugged on occasions when the screen 
got crowded). No, the real problem was the 
disk accessing time—simply moving from 
location to location on the Victory took up 
to 30 seconds, while going from launching 
a starship to actually flying took nearly 
seven minutes. And given the difficulty of 
some of the later missions, when you often 


get blown out of the 
sky within seconds 
of taking off, you 
can appreciate what 
such patience-sap- 
ping delays do to 
your enjoyment. 

That caveat 
aside, there’s very 
little to fault with 
Wing 3. Agreed, it 
would’ve been nice 
if there was more to 
do in the missions 
than just fly around 
and shoot everything without getting shot 
yourself And yes, the whingers will moan 
that as a ‘true’ interactive movie, it doesn’t 
really comes up to scratch. But so what? 
Wing 3 looks and sounds like a movie, it’s 
engrossing, it’s great fun to play and how 
you perform affects the game’s plot—what 
more could you want? 

Others may complain that, strip away all 
Wing 3’s fancy graphics and full-motion 
video sequences, and you’re left with a 
game that, in many ways, is identical in 
structure to the previous Wing Com¬ 
mander games. Certainly, fans of the series 
will feel at home as soon as the game loads 
up; in combat, for example, nearly all the 
keyboard controls are the same as before. 

But is that such a bad thing? Being real¬ 
istic, there aren’t that many original ideas 
floating around and, in the games industry, 
success is often not down to what you do, 
but how you do it — and it’s how Wing 3 is 
done that makes it so excel¬ 
lent. The same holds true in 
many other realms of mass 
entertainment, particularly 
the movie business: Speed, 


Pure brilliance, but 
you need a Pentium. 

Publisher: 

Origin Systems 

Price: 

£54.99 

Contact: 

(01753) 549442 




Minimum PC: 

50 MHz 486, CD-ROM drive 

Minimum memory: 

8Mb 

Minimum graphics: 

VGA 

Sound: 

Aii major sound cards 



for example, can be described as Die Hard 
on a bus, but it doesn’t make it a bad film. 

One suspects that Wing 3 is the game that 
Chris Roberts, the architect of the Wing 
Commander series, originally intended to 
create when he wrote the original Wing 
Commander, only to find himself held back 
by lack of technological and financial 
muscle. That he’s managed to maintain, 
develop and finally realise that original 
vision is all credit to him, and has resulted 
in an unmissable treat for Pentium-owning 
gamesplayers everywhere. Sigh. 

O Andrew Downie 


HAVE YOU GOTTHEPOWER.’ 


ALTERNATIVELY 


A monster game like Wing 3 needs a monster PC to run 
it. Here, for your perusal, are some relative frame rates 
(ie the number of times the screen updates per second) 
which illustrate the game’s performance on different 
machines. And if you have a 33MHz 486 and still want 
to buy Wing 3, remember: you have been warned . . . 


Above top: 
a Kilrathj 
fighter’s 
shields 
glow as it 
takes 

another hit 
from your 
lasers. 
Above: 
blimey! It’s 
Luke 

Skywalker! 


TIE Fighter 

LucasArts, £49.99 disk 
Rated 8, Issue 35 

Although perhaps a little too similar to X- 
Wing, TIE Fighter’s strengths are its rich, 
authentic Star Wars atmosphere and its 
complex, superbly-structured missions. 



Wing Commander 2 
Origin Systems, £39.99 
Rated 7, Issue 1 

While Wing 2 may lack the impressive multi- 
media bells ‘n’ whistles of Wing 3, its game- 
play is practically identical. And it’s still a 
great game. 



nicosc MlcnCiry yourself, 
ncpudt, incoming ship, identify yourself. 


Processor 

VGA 

SVGA 

SVGA Local 
Bus 

33MHz 486 

12 

4 

10 

50MHz 486 

17 

10 

15 

66MHz 486 

20 

13 

18 

60MHz Pentium 

24 

15 

20 

90MHz Pentium 

24 

15 

24 


Bear in mind that the loading times are pretty impor¬ 
tant too — on a 33MHz 486 it takes seven minutes to 
load in a mission, while on a 60MHz Pentium it takes 
just a minute and a half However, if you have more than 
8Mb of RAM and a faster than double-speed CD-ROM 
drive, these times are reduced. 
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Now yon can 
play TV's 

No.1 




'Hello Duck.' say Rosie and Jim. 

'Quack.' says Duck. 'Atishoo!' says Jim. 

Rosie giggles. 

Jim gets the Sneezes 

£11.75 each 
inc. VAT 


) Rosie and Jim is a Ragdoii production 
for Centrai Independent Television 
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Duck loses his Quack 

The two cheeky rag dolls from 
the record breaking television 
series for pre^^chool chiidren 
are now available on PC using 
Sherston's extremely successful 
talking book technology 




Sherston Software Limited, Angel House, Sherston, 
Malmesbury, Wiltshire, SN16 OLH 
Telephone 01666 840433 Fax 01666 840048 

Write or phone now for your free copy of our new 
full colour catalogue containing over 70 exciting titles 


Please make cheques 
payable to 

Sherston Software Ltd. 



Access and Visa 
welcome. 


All prices 
exclude VAT 
but include carriage 
within the UK. 


































































T he year is 2027, and following a 
global economic collapse, the good 
guys, the Free World Alliance 
(FWA), and the bad guys, a con¬ 
glomerate of criminals, are fighting 
it out for political power. 

A top secret installation in deepest 
Siberia is in the process of creating the ulti¬ 
mate superweapon. Naturally whoever can 
get hold of it first will gain the upper hand 
in the struggle for power. 

The cartels are fully aware of the device 
and are probably winging their way to 
Siberia to collect it already. So what should 
the FWA do? How about capturing a low¬ 
life outlaw computer hacker and threat¬ 
ening him with a lethal injection until he 
agrees to undertake the suicide mission of 
scouting the base for a full FWA attack? 
Yes, that’s you, taking on the role of the 
low-life Zebulon Pike Kingston, known as 
Zak to his friends. Your job is to chase 
across the North Atlantic Ocean, mainland 
Europe and the ice canyons of Siberia to 
the project Cyberia installation. 


Review 


wouldn’t want to go heating up a ther¬ 
monuclear device by accident, would you? 

After working out that the mercenaries 
aren’t exactly the most friendly of partners, 
you soon discover that the rig is, in fact, one 
huge booby trap and, if you don’t start 
solving a few minor puzzles, you’re not even 
going to get airborne, let alone reach the 
frozen wastes. 

The blend of blasting and and at times 
mind-bending puzzle-solving contributes 
a major part of Cyberia, and the difficulty 
settings at the start of the game enable you 
to adjust the arcade and puzzle levels to suit 
your preferences. 

Into combat 

Once you’ve manoeuvred your TF-22 
fighter into open airspace, the next section 
of the game pits you against seven different 
flight combat missions, the first of which 
sees you attempting to take out an enemy 
hovercarrier, with plenty of flak to put you 
off your target in a Tie-Fighteresque laser 
battle. Although your on-board systems 
are all fully automated, one of those all- 
too-customary computer glitches means 
you still have to locate and take out plenty 
of bad guys without assistance. Crack that 


In brief 

Getting your initial briefing 
from FWA General Devlin, 
your first mission is to meet 
up with a group of merce¬ 
naries aboard an isolated oil 
rig off the Norwegian coast, 
where you are to pick up 
your transport to Russia. 

Sounds simple enough, but 
as soon as you arrive on-board, things start 
hotting up pretty swiftly. The cartels are 
attacking and your first task is to man the 
photon guns and take out as many enemy 
aircraft and magnetic mines as you can. 
First time around this is no easy task, but 
mastering the gun controls comes fairly 
swiftly and the rendered armaments 
rushing towards you are pretty impressive. 
Succeed at your first taste of gratuitous 
blasting and you’re rewarded by a kiss from 
the voluptuous mercenary Gia Scarlatti. 


Mad gadgetry 

This first stage pretty much sets the scene 
for the rest of the game, giving you a chance 
to try out the gadgets you have been out¬ 
fitted with for your mission. Probably the 
most important item in your inventory is 
your set of Blades — Bioptic Low Ampli¬ 
tude Displayed Energy Systems. These look 
like cool Ray-Bans, but actually allow you 
to scan in infra-red, send fax and modem 
messages, detect any living organisms in 
your vicinity and, most importantly of all, 
analyse the set-up of mechanical devices. 
One word of warning, don’t use the Bio¬ 
scan option for too long, as it heats up the 
substance under scrutiny. Now you 
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little episode and your on-board corn- 
system gives you your next briefing, along 
with tactical hints and objectives. This time, 
you’re up against a chain of heavily- 
guarded munitions dumps. Take out as 
many as you can to progress to the Nor¬ 
wegian fjords. 

The following five missions continue in 
pretty much the same style. As you receive 
each set of objectives, watch out for infor¬ 
mation regarding the different targets. 
Hostile emplacements, tanks, 
hovercraft, ships and fighters 
are outlined by a yellow / 
spotter, though many levels ,' 
highlight blue targets as 
well. Avoid shooting these 
down at all costs, as they 
may be friendly FWA 
fighters or, as in the case of \ 
the freight tunnel run, they \ 
may be fuel tankers which will 
rip your craft apart in spectacular 
style along with their cargo if they go up. 

On location 

Each of the different locations for these 
cross-continent missions is smoothly and 
superbly rendered and you get a real 
impression of speed as you zip through the 
ice canyons and inlets. Unfortunately, this 
don’t counter the fact that the gameplay on 
these levels is just too linear — the targets 
always appear in the same place, allowing 
you to memorise each of the locations and 
finish them off next time around. Because 
of this, those mid-game sequences soon 
become a little tiresome as you attempt to 
move on. 


All in all, there are 11 action sequences 
along these lines, but of course, the crux of 
the game lies in the Project Cyberia instal¬ 
lation itself 

You set down within walking distance of 
the plant, with just your Blades and a 
handy Plaspistol for protection. 

A quick tour of the installation site soon 
shows there are two entrances, but don’t be 
tempted to use the tradesman’s entrance, 
just because the front door is heavily 
guarded. Make the leap 
through the air vent and you 
soon discover that things 
aren’t as easy as they seem 
around here. Blast your 
way past the guard on 
gate duty and you’re 
straight back in puzzle 
territory, guessing number 
configurations to enter 
sealed chambers and disable 
booby traps. Use your blades 
wherever possible,otherwise you could be 
fruitlessly tackling one puzzle all night. 

On line 

As with the airborne zones, much of the 
action within the installation is fairly linear. 
To get past the various sections, corridors 
and control rooms, you need to solve cer¬ 
tain puzzles and discover passwords to gain 
more information from the Cyberia com¬ 
puter systems. If at first you can’t proceed 
through a section, then you need to retrace 
your tracks to find the missing factor in 
your investigations. Every time you reach 
an intersection, you have to make sure you 
experiment by turning in every available 


“Cyberia looks 
stunning, but as 
with many CD-ROM 
games, the linear 
gameplay means 
you only want to 
play once 


ALTERNATIVELY 


Rebel Assault 
LucasArts/US Gold, £49.99 
Rated 9, Issue 27 

Cyberia has a similar look and feel to this. 
Criticised in some areas for the limited 
gameplay, it's undoubtedly one of the most 
atmospheric games ever produced. 


Retribution 

Gremlin Interactive, £39.99 
Rated 6, Issue 39 

A mission-based flight and driving game, 
Retribution has stunning graphics, but is 
basically a pretty straightforward shoot ’em 
up in practice. 





direction, to make 
sure that you don’t 
miss vital clues or 
chambers. Find the 
right apparatus to 
allow you into the lab¬ 
oratories, creep past 
vigilant guards and 
take them out from behind, and work your 
way through the labyrinth of rooms to find 
out the exact location of the Cyberia device 
for your FWA colleagues. 

All of the locations within the plant itself 
are a graphic treat, thanks to the beauti¬ 
fully rendered backgrounds and the use of 
motion capture for the characters (see last 
month’s preview) and the music and sound 
effects, created by Thomas Dolby’s Head- 
space, are suitably eerie and atmospheric. 

All in all, you certainly can’t fault 
Cyberia for the techniques employed in 
putting the game together. It looks stun¬ 
ning and sounds good but, as with many 
CD-ROM games, the linear style of game¬ 
play means that you only want to play 
through each sequence once. 

Although these deficiencies can be 
annoying, they are not restricted solely to 
the domain of Cyberia which, like many 
other CD-ROM games, is more of a sump¬ 
tuous interactive story, rather than an out- 
and-out game. Bearing that in mind, 
Cyberia is certainly worth a look, especially 
for arcade and puzzle fans who don’t mind 
a little repetition mixed in with their action. 

O Lucy Hickman 


Above: the developer Xatrix claims 
it used “everything from a Silicon 
Graphics Wallstation down to 
Deluxe Paint on the PC” to create 
the background graphics. But it 
seems Cyberia’s graphics both in 
interior and exterior scenes can 
hardly be faulted. 



Minimum PC:386/33, mouse/joystick CD-ROM drive 


Minimum memory: 4Mb 


Minimum graphics: VGA 


Sound; Sound Biaster or 100% compatible 
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RODUCTIONS 


The City of Night is 
alive. Terror stalks its 
neon-washed streets. 
Evil lurks in the 
impenetrable 
shadows. But has 
Noctropolis found a 
hero? Dare you walk 
the city as Darksheer? 


ELECTRONIC ARTS 


The Flashpoint logo is a trademark of Flashpoirtt Productions, Inc. Noctropolis and the Electronic Arts logo are trademarks of Electronic Arts. 
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O nce upon a time — 1984, actu¬ 
ally — there was a game called 
King’s Quest. Set in the 
kingdom of Daventry {isn’t that 
halfway up the Ml — Ed), it 
challenged its hero with the task of 
retrieving three great treasures. Since then 
the King’s Quest games, created by Roberta 
Williams, have become the best-selling 
adventure series of all time, attracting two 
and a half million fans. The success of the 
series, and its subject matter, have been the 
stuff of fairy-tale. 

The original King’s Quest featured EGA 
graphics and a text-input parser—hardly 
sophisticated by today’s standards, but par 
for the course in 1984. 

All successive instalments have com¬ 
bined the latest technological advances 
with an increasingly simplified control 
system. King’s Quest VII: The Princeless 
Bride is no exception: the quality of ani¬ 
mation and speech are second-to-none, but 
the entire game is driven from a single 
screen with a minimal interface. 


The sound of music 

It all begins with an excruciatingly twee 
song sung by the heroine. Princess Rosella, 
followed by a short, beautifully animated 
introduction. Rosella’s mother. Queen 
Valanice, wants to marry her young 


daughter off, but none of the available 
talent fits the bill: one prince is too clumsy, 
another is reliable but boring. It seems 
unlikely that Rosella’s dreams of being 
courted by a handsome suitor will be ful¬ 
filled — until suddenly she is whisked off 
into the fantasy realm of Eldritch... 

This sets the scene for a story divided into 
six chapters, each one set in a different 
region of Eldritch (see the panel over the 
page). One of the game’s many friendly fea¬ 
tures is that you can play these episodes in 
any order, so if you get stuck in one episode 
you can save the game and try another one. 

King’s Quest VII is typical graphic 
adventure fare. You explore, you collect 
and examine objects, you interact with 
characters, you solve puzzles. There’s 
nothing radically new in the game design. 

Fair Rosella is turned into a troll (below) while 
mum Valanice is lost in the desert (top left). 

Will they manage to sort it all out? 
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CHAPTERAND HEARSE 


King’s Quest is divided into six chapters which can be played in any order. Each episode features 
many exotic, bizarre and downright frustrating ways to die. These are just a sample. 



In Chapter Two, Rosella has been transformed into a 
troll and needs to escape from a subterranean king¬ 
dom. Leaping over a chasm in delicate footwear is 
not the way to do it. 


Chapter Three begins with a dilemma for the elder 
royal. She needs to find a way past this overgrown 
salamander — but if she makes one false move, the 
amphibian has lunch. 



Rosella’s escape from the underground finds her in a 
grave situation in Chapter Four. A nightmarish land¬ 
scape of fiends and hags contains death from all 
angles — including above her head. 


Having returned the moon to the sky in Chapter Five, 
Queen Valanice wanders off into the woods. In the 
woods there is mud, and the mud is no good. Death 
by drowning. 


Is it a book? Is it a cartoon? 

What is new about King’s Quest VII is the 
quality of the graphics. Only Sam & Max 
(see Alternatively...) approaches such a 
consistently high quality of animation, and 
from the opening scene to the two alterna¬ 
tive endings, King’s Quest VII is visually 
stunning. Apart from the backgrounds and 
the wide cast of bizarre characters which 
inhabit them, there are a host of cut-scenes 
and special effects which create the impres¬ 
sion of an interactive cartoon. The sound 
is almost as impressive. You get speech 
throughout and over a hundred melodies, 
but the conversations can sometimes be 
overpowered by the background orchestra. 

So it’s got nice graphics and sound—but 
how does it play? The answer is, perfectly 
well. The interface is simple almost to a 
fault — scroll the wand-shaped cursor 
around the screen, and when it flashes there 
is something you can interact with. 

Pick up objects and you can examine 
them; use them in the viewing window, or 
combine them with other items to make 
something new. And that’s it — no panel 
of icons, no need for any other screens, no 
need to make complicated decisions. Expe¬ 
rienced players will miss the complexity 
that this system denies them, but anyone 
who prefers a minimal and intuitive inter¬ 
face will be well satisfied. 


The puzzles are challenging enough to 
suit most people. They won’t seriously tax 
anyone who is accustomed to the surreal 
combinations of objects found in many 
adventure games, but they are tough 
enough to keep everyone else occupied. 

Adults beware 

King’s Quest VII has too many points in its 
favour to list in full here. The graphics and 
sound speak for themselves, but there are 
lots of minor touches, too, which make 



Brilliantly designed, 
but just too twee. 

Publisher: 

Sierra On Line 

Price: 

£44.99 

Contact: 

(01734) 303322 




Minimum PC: 


386, MS-DOS 5.0, mouse 


Minimum memory: 


Minimum graphics: 


SVGA 


Sound: 


Ail Windows compatible sound cards 


playing a pleasure. For example, if you die, 
you begin again where you met your unfor¬ 
tunate demise with your inventory still 
intact. This is just one of the great number 
of understated features which makes King’s 
Quest VII the friendliest of adventures. 

However, hardened players will pine for 
the things the game lacks: difficulty levels, 
for example, or a more sophisticated inter¬ 
face, or a more complex inventory, or some 
control over conversations. My own par¬ 
ticular problem with the game — the only 
major one I could find — was the exces¬ 
sively twee and sentimental tone 
throughout. This, ultimately, makes the 
game particularly suitable for families and 
younger children, but if you’re in any way 
cynical you might find that its sugary plot 
turns your stomach. 

O Gordon Houghton 



ALTERNATIVELY 


King’s Quest VI, 

Sierra On Line, £49.99 
Rated 7, Issue 24 

Prince Alexander is shipwrecked on his way 
to help a princess in peril. A lot of island¬ 
hopping and puzzle-solving, leads to the 
inevitable conclusion. Plenty to occupy you. 


Sam and Max Hit The Road 
LucasArts, £45.99 
Rated 8, Issue 27 

A canine detective and his psychotic rabbit 
sidekick are on the trail of an escaped 
Bigfoot,which leads them through a 
sequence of bizarre events. A must. 
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Is Panzer General only for 
die-hard military fanatics? 
March into battle to find 
out for yourself. 


P anzer General is a war game from 
SSI. This means, on past form, 
that it ought to be dense with 
detail, massively earnest, and of 
no interest whatsoever to any but 
the hardest of hardcore military fanatics. 
Well, you can forget all that. 

Panzer General is fun, exciting, addic¬ 
tive, and so user-friendly that you can pick 
it up in minutes. Add in superb graphics 
and excellent sound, and you could be for¬ 
given for pinching yourself and staring 
extra hard at the logo on the box. Yes, it 
really is by SSI, and although it is a war 
game it deserves a much wider audience 
than the usual niche market. 


Breath of fresh air 

The game it most closely resembles is Blue- 
byte’s HistoryLine, itself a development 
from the Battle Isle engine. The point about 
this family of games is that playability 
comes first, accuracy and realism a distant 



second and third. Thus, although Panzer 
General invites you to play a wide range of 
scenarios from the invasion of Poland in 
1939 to the final battle for Berlin, the details 
are skimmed over lightly. Some serious war 
gamers may be appalled, but I think Panzer 
General is a breath of fresh air. 

The controls are simple, the tactical per¬ 
mutations surprisingly subtle. There are 18 
classes of air, sea and land unit, and a large 
if not quite comprehensive order of battle 
dealing with all major and minor belliger¬ 
ents. The 35 scenarios are excellent and 
wide-ranging, but the core of the game is 
the campaign module, and you’ll want to 
get on to this as soon as possible. You start 
with a small command, but depending on 
your success you can expand to take in dif¬ 
ferent troop and hardware types, as well as 
upgrade your existing equipment. It’s par¬ 
ticularly important to nurture experienced 
units, because veteran status is carried over 
from one battle to the next. 

Excellent value for money 

Unfortunately the campaign can only be 
played from the German side (Allied and 
two-player options are available in the sce¬ 
narios), but there’s so much gameplay avail¬ 
able that I shan’t quibble. 

This is a game that has really grown on 

Left and below: the strategic map gives you an 
overview of the whole battle area. It’s useful for 
checking up on which units have yet to move. 
Your objectives are highlighted in green, and 
getting to them will be a race against the clock. 




me. At first I thought it was only a Histo¬ 
ryLine clone, but it’s far more than that 
and, indeed, it’s a much, much better game. 
Although the AI occasionally does some 
pretty daft things, on the whole it’s quite 
impressive. Panzer General is engrossing, 
deep and very challenging. 

In fact, it’s one of the best war games yet 
to have appeared on the PC, and it’s almost 
certainly the most playable. 


O Simon Shaw 
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Battledrome ■ Metal Tech 

£29.99 

Beneath a Steel Sky . 

.... £25.99 


.£11.99 

Blackhawk . 

.£22,99 

Body Blows ... 

, .£14.99 

Breach 3 . 

£26.99 

Breakthru (Windows) . 

.£16.99 

Brutal Sports Football . 

. ,.,£12.99 

> Burntime . 

.£19.99 

1 Caesar Deluxe. 

. £14.99 

y Cannon Fodder . 

. ...£23.99 

Cannon Fodder II . 

.,£22 99 

1 Car and Driver 

..£11.99 

' Carriers at War 2 . 

,. ,£28.99 

! Castle Conquest . 

.£26.99 


.£5.99 

1 Championship Manager EOS DD 

...£12.99 

’Championship AAanager Italia . 

...£19.99 

; Champ Manager Italia 95 , . 

£10.99 

[Chaos Engine. 

.£21,99 

Chessmaster 4000 Windows 

. ..£22.99 

Ichessnet ... 

£22,99 

‘Christmas Lemmings 94 

•CALL 

! Civilization 

,. ..£26.99 

I Classic Collection Access 

. £15 99 

iClass'C Collection Delphine 

. ,. £19-99 

1 Classic Collection Lucas Arts 

£19-99 

iCIassic Collection Velocity 

CALL 

1 Club Football/v\anager 

£22.99 

;Clue 

. £22-99 

[Colonization 

. . £29.99 

Comanche AAtssion ever the Edge 

£16,99 

i (Tool Spot 

. £19.99 

Corridor 7 ... 

. .£13.99 

jCrazyCars 

. ...£5.99 

j Crime City 

,, ,£8.99 

Cruise for a Corpse 

. ..£11.99 

Curse of Enchantia 

£12.99 

jCyberconS 

. £9.99 

iCyberrace ... ... 

Iciyberspace 

. £16.99 

-£29.99 

:DDay 

£26.99 

1 D Generation 

£10-99 

Dark Legions .. , 

..£26.99 

; David Leadbetters Golf 

.£13.99 

Daughter of the Serpents . . 

£12.99 

Dawn Patrol 

£29.99 

Dayof the Tentacle . 

£27.99 

Deltas ... 

£30.99 

Deluxe Strip Poker 2 

£6.99 

Desert Strike . 

£22.99 

Detroit. . 

.. CALL 

1 Discovery 

£8.99 

Dosfisht ., , . 

£10 99 


,'Doom . 

■ Doom 2. 

Dreamweb 

Dune 2. 

. Dungeon Master 2 
Earth Siege ... 

Elder Scrolls Arena ... 
, Empire Soccer 
. European Champions 
Evasive Action 
Evolution Lost in Time 
Eye of the Beholder ... 
Eye of the Beholder 2 
. Eye of the Beholder 3 

Eye of the Storm . 

FI . 


F117A . 

F14 Fleet De'^ender . 

FI 4 Fleet Defender Scenarios 

FI 5 Strike Eagle 2 . 

F29 . 


Fantastic Dizzy . 

Fantasy Manager . 

Fantasy World Dizzy . 

Fields of Glory . 

FIFA International Soccer ... 

Final Conflict . 

Flight of the Amazon Queen . 

Flightof the Intruder . 

Fort Apache . 

Frankenstein . 

Frontlines . 

Front Page Sports Footbal I ... 

Frontier Elite 2. 

Gabriel Knight . 

Games . 

Gateway . 


.£24.99 
..£36-99 
. £29.99 
..£23.99 
£25.99 
£26-99 
,.£29.99 
..£19,99 
..CALL 
.£12.99 
...CALL 
..£12.99 
..£12.99 
..£12.99 
.,£29.99 
.,£19,99 
..£10.99 
,,£28,99 
,.£13-99 
..,£7,99 
..£11,99 
CALL 
..£19-99 
...£7.99 
,.£29,99 
..£25,99 
...£8.99 
CALL 
...£7.99 
..,£8,99 
..£10,99 
..£26.99 
,.£26,99 
..£24.99 
..£26.99 
,.£11,99 
. ...CALL 


Gateway 2.£16.99 

Gateway 2 Homeworid.£15.99 

Genies Curse .£24,99 

Goblins 2 .£12.99 

Graham Gooch World Cricket.£19.99 

Grandest Fleet .£29.99 

Great Naval Battles . £9-99 

Great Nava! Battles 2.£25,99 

Greatest . £31.99 

Gunship . £7.99 

Gunship2000 . £10.99 

Hand of Fate . £31.99 

Hand of St James . £8.99 

Hannibal . £19.99 

Hardball 4 . £26-99 

Harpoon 2 . £29.99 

Harpoon Ver 1 2,1 . £12.99 

Heart of China . £10-99 

Heimdall 2 . £14 99 

Hero Quest Plus Data Disk . £7.99 

Hex Wizard . £22.99 

Hired Guns . £25.99 

Hokum KA50 . £25.99 

Horde . £26.99 

Hoyle Book of Games Viol 3 . £12.99 

Hoyle Book of Games Vol 1 . £12.99 

Hoyle Book of Games Vol 2 £12.99 

In Extremis. £24.99 

Inca . £16.99 

Inca 2 CALL 

Incredible Machine 2 .£22.99 

Incredible Toons (Windows) . £26.99 

Indiana Jones Atlantis Adv . £24.99 

Indy Car lacing . £19.99 

Indy Car Track Pack . £9.99 

Indy Last Crusade Graphic . £12.99 

Inferno .£29.99 

International Ice Hockey . £19.99 

International Manager . £19.99 

International Soccer . £14.99 

Ishar 3 .£26.99 

Isle Of The Dead . £10.99 

Jack the Ripper .£29.99 

Jetfighter 2 .CALL 

Jetstrike.£19.99 

Jigsaw Pinups .£7.99 

John Harkes World Cup Soccer .CALL 

Jungle Strike .£27.99 

Key Home Designer .£38-99 

Kick Off 3 .£19.99 

Kids Rule OK .£12.99 

Kingm.aker .£24,99 

Kingpin .CALL 

Kings Quest 2.£12.99 

Kings Quest 3 . .£12.99 

Kings Quest 4.£12.99 

Knights of the Sky .£12.99 

Lands of Lore.£24.99 

Legend of Kyrandia . .£10.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 1 .£9.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 2 £11.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 3 .£12.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 6 £26.99 

Liberation Captive 2.£23 99 

Links 386 .£29.99 

Links Belfry Course .£16.99 

Links Bighorn Course.£16.99 

Links Castle Pines. .£16.99 

Links Challenge £12.99 

Links Fantasy Course .CALL 

Links Kapalua Course .£16.99 

Links AAauna Key. ..£16.99 

Links Pebble Beach .£16.99 

Links St Andrews Course .£16.99 

Util Divil .£26.99 

Loderunner .£22.99 

Lords of Midnight .,,£26.99 

Lords of the Realm .£26.99 

Lost Vikings . £12-99 

Lotus Ultimate Challenge .£12.99 

Man. United Premier League . £19.49 

Manhunte'^Newyork . £11.99 

Manhunter San Francisco .£12 99 

Maniac Mansion . £10.99 

Master of AAagic . £29.99 

AAaster of Orion . £29.99 

Micro AAachines . £19.99 

Microprose Grand Prix . £10.99 

Microsoft Flight Sim 5 . £28.99 

Microsoft New York . £15.99 

Microsoft Pans . £13.99 

Microsoft Tool Data Disk . £9.99 

Midwinter . £7,99 

Mig 29M Super Fulcrum .£11.99 

Monkey Island 2 Chucks Rev . £10.99 

Mortal Kombat . £20.99 

Moscow Nights . £9.99 

Multi Player Soccer AAanager .£8.99 

Navy Strike . £28-99 

NCAA 2 . CALL 

NFL Football .£25.99 

North and South . £4.99 

Off Shore Warrior . £4,99 

On thie Ball World Cup Edition . £22.99 

Operation Combat 2 . £7-99 

Operation Stealth . £7.99 

Origamo . £29.99 


.,£89.99 

..£26,99 

..£19.99 

..£28.99 

..£32.99 


OS2Warp 
Out Post 
Overdrive 
Overlord 
Pacific Strike 

Pacific Strike SAP . £13.99 

Pagan Ultima 8 £32.99 

Pagan Ultima 8 Speech Pack .£13.99 

1942 Pacific Air War . £28.99 

Perfect General 2 . £29.99 

Peter Pan .£29.99 

PGA Tour Golf Plus.£9-99 



Established 

1981 


Pinball Dreams 2 Data Disk.£13.99 

Pinball Fantasies . £25.99 

Pinball Magic . £4.99 

Pirates .£12.99 

Pirates Gold . £10.99 

Pizza Tycoon . £29-99 

Play and Learn . £7.99 

Police Quest 1 £12.99 

Police Quest 2 £12.99 

Police Quest 3 £12.99 

Power Drive . £29-99 

Powergame 2 . £24.99 

Powermonger . £11.99 

Povverslide . £26-99 

Premier Division AAanager .£9.99 

Premier AAanager 2 £14.99 

Premiership . £7-99 

Privateer . £34.99 

Privateer Righteous Fire . £15.99 

Project X . £13.99 

Quarantine . £26-99 

Quest for Glory 1 . £13.99 

Raiden , CALL 

Rally . £22.99 

Reach for the Skies .£14-99 

Realms . £10.99 

Realms of Arkania 2 . £29.99 

Red Ghost . CALL 

Red Hell . £26.99 

Retribution . .£25.99 

Return to Zork . £30.99 

Reunion . ... .£26.99 

Rick Dangerous . £4.99 

Rise of tl^ Robots VGA . £28.99 

Rise of the Robots SVGA . £30.99 

Rc^insons Requiem . £29.99 

Robocop3 . £12.99 

Rorke's Drift .£8.99 

Sabre Team .£19.99 

Sam & AAax Hit the Road .£27.49 

Scrabble .£20.99 

Secret of AAonkey Island .£12.49 

Secret NXfeapoos of the Luftwaff .£12.99 

Secret Weapons OTL Mission 1.£8-99 

Secret Weapons OTL Mission 2.£8-99 

Sensible Golf .CALL 

Sensible Soccer Int Edition .£13.99 

Settlers .£25.99 

Shanghai 2 (Windows) .£19.99 

Shuttle .£10.99 

Silent Service 2 .£12.99 

Sim Ant Classic .£13.99 

Sim City 2000 .£26.99 

Sim City 2000 Scenarios 2 .£9.99 

Sim City 2000 Scenery 1 .£9.99 

Sim City Classic .£13.99 

Sim Classics .£22.99 

Sim Earth Gassic .£13 99 

Sim Life Classic .£13.99 

Simon the Sorcerer 2 £26.99 

Soccer Kid.£19.99 

Soccer Team Manager .£10.99 

Space Federation .£22 99 

Space Quest 2 £12.99 

Space Quest 3 £12.99 

Space Quest 4 £10-99 

Space Simulator .£32-99 

Speedball2 .£9.99 

5SN21 Seawolf .£28.99 

Star Crusader .£26-99 

Star Federation .£29 99 

Star Reach .£26.99 

Star Trail .CALL 

Star Trek .£23.99 

Star Trek 2 Judgement Rites .£16.99 

Sta' Trek Next ^neration . CALL 

Star Trek SFX Pack .£13.99 

Star Wars Chess .£19.99 

Stardust . £19.99 

Starlord.£29.99 

Sfrike Commander .£32.99 

Striker .£19.99 

Strip Pot .£17.99 

Stunt Island . £16,99 

Sub . £22.99 

Subwar 2050 .£29.99 

Subwar Scenario Disk .£13.99 

Super All Stars Codemasters . £9.99 

Super Frog.£13.99 

Super Hero League Hoboken .£13,99 

Super Street Fighter 2 .£21.99 

Supremacy . £10.99 

Swap . £9.99 

Syndicate . £29.99 

Syndicate Data Disk . £13.99 

System Shock.£29-99 

Tactical AAanager Italy . £22.99 

Tank . £6.99 

Teddys Hide n Seek . £16.99 

Terminator Rampage.£26.99 

Test Drive 3 £10.99 

TFX . £29,99 

Theatre of Death . £19.99 

Theatre of War . £11.99 

Their Finest Hour . £14.99 

Their Finest Mission .£9.99 

Theme Park . £27,99 

Thomas Tank Engine Collection . £10-99 

Tie Fighter . £32.99 

Tornado & Falcon 3 . £27,99 

Total Carnage . £17.99 

Tower Assault . £19.99 

Transport Tycoon.£29.99 

UFO . £28.99 

Ultima 7 the Black Gate . £12.99 

Ultima Underworld . £9.99 

Ultimate Body Blows .£19.99 

Ultimate Pinball Quest . £19.99 

Ultimate Warriors . £12.99 


UMS Compilaticxi .£29.99 

Universe .£26.99 

Unneccesary Roughness 95 .£26-99 

Unnecessary Roughness . £26.99 

Victoria at ^ . CALL 

Video Jam . CALL 

Vital Light . £19.99 

Walls of Rome . £14.99 

War Game Construction Set . £26.99 

Werewolf KA'50 . £25.99 

Wing Commander . £11.99 

Wings of Glory . CALL 

Winter Challenge . £10.99 

Winter (^Id £12.99 

Winter Olympics.£25.99 

Wizard . CALL 

Wizkid.£10.99 

Wolfenstein 3D . £10,99 

Wolfsbane . £13.99 

Vbrid Class Leaderboard Series .£10.99 

World Cup USA 94 . £24.99 

World Cup Year 94 £22.99 

World of Legends .£12.99 

XWing . £24.99 

X Wing Data Disk B Wing . £13,99 

XWing Mission Disk Imperial .£13.99 

ZakMcKracken . £7.99 

Zeppelin .£29-99 

Zool . £12.99 

Zool 2 . £22.99 

PC BUSINESS TITUS 

1st Design for Windows ... ..£29.99 

1st Press for Windows . £29.99 

BBC Gardeners World 3D Designer .£15.99 

Creative Writer . £35.99 

GTS Pictures Collection 1 £19.99 

GTS Pictures Collection 2 £19.99 

GTS Fonts £15.99 

AAavis Beacon ver 2 .£25.99 

AAavis Beacon ver 3 .£22,99 

MS Dos 6,2 £56.99 

Microsoft Arcade (Dos & Win) .£17.99 

Microsoft Creative Writer .£35.99 

Microsoft Fine Artist (Wridows) .£43.99 

Simon the Sacerof .£30.99 

Softkey Cad (Windows) .£45.99 

Softkey Calendar Plus (Windows) .£45.99 

Softkey Oaw Plus (Windows) .£45.99 

Softkey Fonts (Windows) .£45.99 

WordPerfect Infocentral (Wndows) .£76.99 

WordPerfect Clip Art (Dos & Win) .. ..£28.99 

WordPerfect Works (Dos) .£76.99 

WordPerfect Clip Art Office .£28.99 

PC ACCESSORIES 

^5' Disk Box holds 40 £4.99 

iS" Disk Box holds 80 £6.99 

Grey Artist Scanner Mustek .£134 99 

Logic 3 Tornado .£13.99 

AAouseAAdt ... £1.99 

Panasonic External CD Rom Drive . £220.99 

Qutckjoy Game Card .£9 99 

Quietest Pytfion 5.£10.99 

Quickshot Starfjghter 5 £10.99 

Quickshot Super W^mor . . . £18.99 

Quickshot Warrior 5 . £11.99 

Screenbeat 3 Speakers £16.99 

&Dundblaster 16 Value Pack £109 99 

Soundblaster Pro Value Pack.£82 99 

Speedmouse2 Logic 3 . ..£14.99 

Unbranded 3 5' blank disks x 10.£5.99 

ZydecHDdiskslO .£9.99 

PC ROM TITUS 

1942 Pacific Air War.£28-99 

1944 Across the Rhine .£30-99 

688 Attack Sub & Chuck Yeagr .£13.99 

7th Guest .£17,99 

7th Sword of AAendor . CALL 

AegiS' Guardian Fleet . £39,99 

Al Qadim . £24.99 

All New World of Lemmings .£25-99 

Alone in tf)e Dark 2 .£2999 

Ambush .£11.99 

Ancient Lands.£34.99 

Arcade Pool .£10.99 

Armada Wing Commander.£29-99 

Armoured Fist .£29.99 

Assassin .CALL 

Battle Isle 2 £32.99 

Beneath a Steel Sky .£34.99 

Betrayal at Kronda .£29-99 

Bioforge . CALL 

Birds of Prey and LHX .£13-99 

Bloodnet .£26.99 

Bloodstone .£11.99 

Blue and the Grey . £27.99 

Bumtime . £19-99 

Campaign . £27.99 

Castles, Siege and Conquest .£27.99 

Central Intelligence . £27.99 

Christmas Lemmings 94 . CALL 

Civilization/Railroad Tycoon .£19.99 

Classic Casino . £10.99 

Classic Collection Access . £15-99 

Colonization . £28.99 

CofTiptorBlnteractMeEncyclop . £62.99 

Corridor 7 . £20.99 

Cyberspace . £29,99 

D Day 100 Days .£30.99 

D Day Cradle Liberty . £30.99 

D Day Normandy . £48.99 

D Generation . £11-99 

Dangerous Creatures .CALL 

Dark Legions . £27.99 

Dark Seed . £19.99 

Dawn Patrol . £28.99 

Day of the Tentacle .£30.99 

Deathgate .£27.99 

Deltas . £31.99 

Desert Strike . £24.99 


Diggers 
Dizzy CD Pack 
Dogfight 

Doom 2. 

Dracula Unleashed 
Dragon Lore Legends 

Dragon Tales . 

Dragonsphere. 

Dreamweb. 

Dune /7th Guest 
Dune/Robocop 3 
Dungeon Master 2 
Ecstatica 
Eleventh Hour 
Empire Soccer , 

Eye of the Beholder . 

FI. 

F117A , . 

FI 4 Fleet Defender Gold 
F153 

FI 5 Strike Eagle 2 .. 

F19 Stealth Fighter 
Falcon C5old 

FIFA International Soccer 

Fist . 

Flight Sim CD Compendium 

Frankenstein . 

Frontier Elite 2 . .. 

Gabriel Knight 
Genies Curse 
Genesia .... 

Graham (5ooch Woild Cricket 

Gunship 2000 . 

Gunship 2000 & Island of Ice 

Data Disk . 

Hammer of the Gods . 

Hand of Fate . 

Heimdall 2 . . . .... 

Hell Cab . 

High Seas Trader . 

Incredible Machine 2 . 

Indy 500/Wing Commander 
Inferno .. ... 

Inherit the Earth 
International Ice Hockey 
!snar3 . . . 

Isle Of The Dead 
Jack the Ripper 
Japanese Berlitz. 

Jetstrike 

Journey Man Project 
Jungle Strike 
Key Home Designer 
Keys of Maramon 
KickOff3 . . 

Kingpin . 

Kir^sQuest6 
Kings Quest Anthology 
Kings Quest Collection 

Klik and Play . 

Larry Collection 1 to 5 
Lawnrrxywer Man 
Leisure Suit Larry 1 
Leisure Suit Larry 6 
LHX Attack Chopper 
and Birds of Prey 
Links Challenge Golf 
Util Divil 

Loom . 

Lords of Midnight ... 

Lords of the Realm 
Lost and Found 
Lost Files of Sherlock Holmes 

Ml Tank Platoon . 

Man United Premier League 
Maniac Sports . . 

Marco Polo . . .. 

Megarace . 

Megarace and Return to Zork 
Micro AAachines 

Microcosm . 

Microprose Grand Prix . 

Microprose Grand Prix/David Leadbetter 
Microsoft Cinemania 
Microsoft Dinosaurs 
Microsoft Encarta 
Mission Critical 
Mr Slobby .... 

Myst 

NHL Hockey 95 
Nova Storm 
Out Post 

Pagan Ultima 8 & Speech Pack 
Patrician 
Patriot 

PGA Tojr Golf 486 
Pinball Dreams Deluxe 

Pirates Gold . 

Pirates . 

Police Quest 1 . 

Police Gtuest 4 . 

Powergame 2 . 

Powwerslide . 

Privateer . 

Psychotron . 

Quarantine. 

Quest for Glory 4. 

Ravenloft . 

Realms of Arkania 2 .. 

Rebel Assault . 

Red Ghost . 

Red Shift 

Retribution . 

Return to Ringworld 
Rise of the Robots 
Robinsons Requiem 
Sabre Team 
Saga of the Ace 
Sam & Max 


CALL 
CALL 
£10-99 
£41-99 
£35,99 
,£30,99 
£27.99 
£19.99 
£28.99 
£33.99 
£14-99 
£27,99 
£2899 
£35,99 
CALL 
£10.99 
£21.99 
,£10.99 
£30.99 
£1999 
,£10.99 
£10 99 
£30.99 
£27-99 
...CALL 
£13 99 
£14,99 
£3999 
£28.99 
£24,99 
£25.99 
£24-99 
,£10,99 


Secret of AAonkey Island .£12-99 

Secret Weapons of the Luft .£13-99 

Sensible Soccer Int Edition . £13.99 

Shadow of the Comet .£27.99 

Shadowcaster . £28.99 

Siege .£10.99 

Sim City . £36.99 


Tel: 0268 725500 Fax 


: 0268 590076 


Telephone Orders: 

10am-7pm Mon - Fri, 10am-4pm Sat - Sun. Answering Service at all other times 

Callers by appointment only. All prices include VAT & Postage for UK Mainland. Add £2.00 to postage price for 
Europe and £3.00 for rest of the world. Next day service available £3.70. Please send Cheques/PO’s payable to: 

SOFTWARE FIRST, 8 BUCKWINS SQUARE, BASILDON, ESSEX SS13 1BJ. 

Please allow sufficient time for cheque clearance. Credit cards are not charged until day of despatch. _ , 

Please state make and model of computer when ordering. E3 

Ilf you can’t see what you want please call, new stock arrives daily. 

I Some titles may not be released at time of going to press. We supply only official UK product. Formats supported 
[include Amiga, PC, ST, Master System, Megadrive and Game Gear. All prices subject to change without notice. 

All items subject to availability. E&OE. 


























































































































































































































































































































































Land Rover Owner magazine is essential 
reading for all Land Rover, Range Rover and 
Discovery enthusiasts. 


Each month Land Rover Owner brings you over 200 
pages packed with invaluable and practical advice on 
running, repairing or even fully restoring your Land Rover. 

Plus the adventure of driving 
Land Rovers everywhere - from 
crossing the Andes to green 
laning in Wales, competition 
reports and all the latest news. OWNER International 




BRmVESPS BIGGEST SELLING 4X4 MAGAZINE 






















...and at £49.99 RM 
it adds up to Great Value! 
















































L egend, the publisher of Deathgate, 
specialises in adventures including 
such gems as Eric the Unready, 
Gateway, Companions of Xanth 

_ and Superhero League of 

Hoboken. If you’re still scratching your 
head, then I’ll venture that it’s because 
Legend’s games are not exactly, well, leg¬ 
endary. Not over here in Britain, anyway. 
You see. Legend makes adventures that 
might be considered a little, 
well, old-fashioned. 

Text heavy 

The simple 
reason is this: 

Legend’s games 
are not so much 
graphic adventures 
as text adventures 
with some graphics 
tacked-on. There are static 
screens representing the games’ locations, 
but when you interact with them, you don’t 
get a nice animation, but a whole load of, 
yes, text, which you then have to read, to 
find out what you’ve just achieved. Now 
I’m not saying that Legend’s games are bad 
— they’re all enjoyable enough. It’s just that 
they’re not what you’d call ground¬ 
breaking. 

So there I was with Death Gate ready to 
load and go, when suddenly I spied the 
words “super VGA” and “voice”on the 
box. What, high-res graphics and digitised 
speech? Could it be that Legend had finally 
seen the light and created an all-singing, 
all-dancing LucasArts-style graphic adven¬ 
ture? Quivering in anticipation, I popped 
the CD in my drive and was promptly 
greeted by a rendered intro. With speech! 


And animations! But then 
the game started. 

Death Gate, it turns out, 
is like every other Legend 
game, in that the inventory 
and interface take up almost 
half the screen, and the 
graphics, albeit SVGA 
graphics, are still accom¬ 
panied by lots and lots 
of text. Click on an 
object and 
up pops some text to 
describe it. Do some¬ 
thing with it and up 
pops more text to 
describe what you’ve 
done. Talk to a char¬ 
acter and, yes, there’s digi¬ 
tised speech, and even better, 
the character’s lips move. But you 
still get text with it. You even have to read 
books! Ah well, better the devil you know. 

Having resigned myself to the fact that 
my eyes were going to end up 
like withered old prunes 
from so much reading, 

I sat down to actually 
play the game. 

I was pleasantly sur¬ 
prised. The story itself is hardly 
original, being based around a 
series of books (the seven volume Death 
Gate cycle) written by Margaret Weis and 
Tracey Hickman who also co-authored the 
Dragonlance series. 

It’s standard fantasy fare, meaning it’s 
chock-full of elves, dwarves, dragons and 
the like. In fact, there’s even a wizard 
thrown in for good measure. But having 
said that, it’s still very engrossing. 


Realms of fantasy 

Death Gate is set in a world inhabited by 
two major races, the Sartans (who have 
white hair with black tips) and the Patryns 
(who have black hair with white tips). 
Unfortunately, there wasn’t quite enough 
Grecian 2000 to go around — the Sartans 
having rather more white to cover than the 
Patryns — so the two races entered into a 
long and bloody war which ended with the 
Sartans splitting the world into five realms, 
one of which was designed as a prison 
for the defeated Patryns. All 
right, so I made up the bit 
about the Grecian 
2000, but you get the 
picture. Anyway, after 
being trapped in the night¬ 
marish Labyrinth realm for 
the best part of 2,000 years, 
the angry Patryns began to plot their 
revenge. Of the few Patryns who managed 
to escape, one. Lord Xar, began to research 
ways of sticking the world back together. 
He discovered that the other four realms 
were based on the elements (earth, air, fire 
and water) and each served as a home for 
the three lesser races; the elves, the humans 
and the dwarves. Each realm also con- 























Big and challenging, 
if a little basic. 


O; 


Publisher: 

Accolade 


Price: 

£39.99 


Contact: (0181) 788 0200 


Minimum PC: 

33 MHz386, DOS 5.0, mouse 

Minimum memory: 


4Mb 

Minimum graphics: 

VGA or VESA SVGA 


Sound: Sound Blaster, Roland 


tained a magical seal piece, and if he man¬ 
aged to collect the full set he would be able 
to reunite the world and free his people. Oh, 
and destroy the hated Sartans, of course. 

So when you stumble out of the 
Labyrinth one fine day (you 
being a fine young Patryn 
called Haplo), Lord Xar 
decides you’re just the man 
for the job. After teaching 
you a couple of spells and 
lending you his magical 
flying ship, he dispatches 
you on a quest which will 
hopefully see your race freed 
from centuries of torment. But, 
like all good stories. Death Gate 
has a twist. As you journey from realm to 
realm, you soon discover that Lord Xar is 
actually a bit of a bastard, and that the Sar¬ 
tans are benevolent folk who are trying to 
promote racial harmony amongst the bick¬ 
ering lesser races. Trouble is, their plans 
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seem to have 
gone horribly 
wrong and 
many of the Sartans have died off, leaving 
the five realms to go to rack and ruin. 

But enough of 
the game plot. 

Despite my 
earlier 
reserva¬ 
tions 
regarding 
the game 
engine, this 
is actually a 


Below: the SVGA graphics are attractive without being spectacu¬ 
lar, but you’ll notice that the interface takes up a sizeabie portion 
of the screen. 


“Despite my 
earlier reservations 
regarding the game 
engine, this is actually a 
thoroughly enjoyable 
game.” 


thoroughly 
enjoyable game. 

For starters, it’s very large, 
and the many sub-quests 
you have to complete will 
keep you entertained all the 
way through. More impor¬ 
tantly, the puzzles are both 
logical and challenging. If 
you solve a puzzle after 
being stuck for some time, 
you’re more likely to say “why didn’t I think 
of that earlier?” rather than “how the Hell 
was I supposed to figure that out?” So 
whilst Death Gate may not be the height of 


Take 

Put 

Give 

Look al 

Open 

Close 

Look 


This ledge looks over the swirling Vortex. Somewhere in the 
mist, an island floats above the center. 


sophistication, it’s still fun. If you like fan¬ 
tasy adventures, you can’t go far wrong. 

O Cal Jones 


ALTERNATIVELY 


Superhero League of Hoboken 
Legend/Accolade, £44.95 
Rated 6, Issue 32 

In this RPG/adventure you must complete a 
series of wacky missions with your useless 
superheroes, including Captain Excitement 
and RoboMop. Silly, but quite engaging. 


Dragonsphere 
MicroProse, £39.99 
Rated 7, Issue 31 

This playable fantasy adventure pits you, 
king of Callahach, against an evil wizard 
who threatens your nation. It contains plenty 
of tricky puzzles and is nicely polished. 
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A CEKTURY OF SUPERB MIIITARY WARFARE 

From the stunningly accurate simulation of WW 1 in HistdryLine, 
THROUGH THE COMPREHENSIVE, SOPHISTICATED SIMULATION OF WW 2 
THAT IS Campaign, to the modern-day state-of-the-art helicopter 
FLIGHT SIM GUNSHIP 2 GOD - COMBAT CLASSICS 3 IS A MUST FOR 
GAMERS everywhere! 


GUNSHIP 2000 

- ©1991 Microprose Ltd. 


CAMPAIGN - 

©1992 Empire Interactive 
/Jonathan Griffiths 


GUNSHIP 


“The definitive heiicopter simuintion. Gunship has an authentic fiying feei about it, without sacrificing 
any ease-of-piay factors.” (PC Review) 

“The game offers the best of both worths - Sheer ptayabitity and dynamic realism combined, make it 
one of the most satisfying Right sims yet!” (PC Format) 




“One of the most ambitious war games of recent times.” (PC Format) 

‘The game is incredibty detaiied and accurate when il comes to the miiitary hardware..il has a weft thought out player interface!” (PC Review) 


1 



HI. Vr9R:^L.INE 

1914-ilMH 

“An outstanding and originnt game. The graphics are excettent, the atmosphere terrific and the 
standard of presentation first-ciass!” (PC Review) 

“It’s got class...lt’s got style...lt’s got sense and it’s brilliant! What more do you need?” (Amiga Power) 

THE ESSENTIAl WARGAMING CGNPILATIGN! 

■ 



HISTORY LINE-©1993 Blue Byte 


.^^DPRDSE 



INTER 


Empire Interactive, The Spires, 677 High Road, North Finchley, London N12 ODA. 


C T I V E 

Tel: 081-343 9143 




Fax: 081 -343 7447 Modem: 081-343 7557 


AVilllABLE FOR PC 3V2, PC CD-ROM. & AMIGA 






































Beautifully animat¬ 
ed, good fun. 


Price: 


£29.99 


Virgin 


Pubiisher: 


Contact: (0181) 960 2255 


Minimum PC: 


386, MS-DOS 5.0 


Minimum memory: 


4Mb 


Minimum graphics: VGA 

Sound: Sound Blaster, Gravis, Pro Audio Spectrum 


F ew film licences turn out to be great 
games in their own right. Apart 
from the excellent Indiana Jones 
graphic adventures, there are a large 
number of mediocre platformers 
and shoot ’em ups which rely on the name 
to sell the game. The Lion King, another 
platform-based arcade game to add to the 
list, is good enough to stand out from the 
herd but offers little to prove that it could 
survive among the giants of the genre. 

Survival special 

For those of you who haven’t seen the film , 
it’s the tale of Simba, a lion cub who 
believes he is responsible for the death of 
his father. The game, like the film, is mostly 
a matter of learning how to survive as 


the Difficult game gives you 
only one. There are plenty 
of bonuses to make each 
stage more interesting ,and 
there are two secret bonus 
stages too. 

The Lion King is an 
imaginative and (mostly) 
interesting translation of 
the film. The sound is good and the 
graphics are colourful and varied. The ani¬ 
mation throughout is excellent. 

The main problem with the game is its 
brevity. Once you’ve sussed a level there is 
little incentive to return, and even though 
the later stages offer a fair challenge, expe¬ 
rienced players won’t find much in the way 
of serious obstacles. For everyone else, this 
is a more than competent effort. It’s cheap, 
colourful, easy to play and very good fun. 


Left: Simba’s 
roar is just 
one of his 
abilities. 
Above: 
rolling, 
pouncing, 
slashing and 
mauling ali 
help him 
overcome his 
foes and 
obstacies. 


O Gordon Houghton 


Simba progresses from cub to full-grown 
lion, and like the film it ends with Simba’s 
final showdown with his evil uncle, Scar. 

There are 10 stages in all, each offering 
a unique graphic style and set of challenges. 
The first level, for example, lets you prac¬ 
tice pouncing, rolling and roaring and gives 
you the first taste of combat; the second 
stage tests your dexterity with a series of 
tricky platform manoeuvres; the third com¬ 
bines the skills of the previous two to create 
a fresh challenge — and so on. Each stage 
also has unique spot effects, such as an 
ostrich ride in level two and a geyser in level 
three, which add to the variety. 


Maul and slash 

Simba’s survival initially relies on your 
ability to keep him out of harm’s way. How¬ 
ever, after level six when he develops into a 
full-grown lion, he can also maul and slash 
his enemies. These opponents include 
hyenas, vultures, bats and cheetahs, all of 
whom can kill Simba with a couple of 
blows. This isn’t a problem if you are 
playing the Easy level with nine lives, but 


Disney’s feline fable makes a successful 
leap on to the PC, even if the cat is 
sometimes too cute for words . . . 








































YDUR MONITOR, 


OF BAMINO, 


BRINES UNIMABINED LANDSCAPES TO LIFE, 


SYNTHETIC ACTORS MOVE WITH A FLUIDITY 


Even the shadows are alive as the 


LIGHT CHANGES. IN CYBERIA, YOU’LL BE 


ACTION AND ADVENTURE, ALL BET AGAINST A 


REVERBERATING SOUNDTRACK BY THOMAS 


Dolby. Quite simply, computer games 








Peter Turcan’s latest war 
simulation takes you to the far 
reaches of the Pacific Ocean. 
Miiitary strategists and sim 
freaks shouid take note. 


T his is the first in a planned series of 
games that will eventually cover all 
the major naval engagements of 
the Pacific War. The idea, as with 
Peter Turcan’s Napoleonics, is that 
if you learn one you’ll be able to play them 
all. The only question is, will the series be 
strong enough to sustain your 
interest all the way from the 
Coral Sea to Leyte Gulf, or 
will the essential sameness of 
it all prove too repetitive? 

Unfortunately I suspect 
the latter. There’s no doubt 
that Midway is a well 
researched and impressively 
detailed simulation, but the 
game system has been devel¬ 
oped little since its last outing in 
Dreadnoughts. Of course, there are 
new features (aircraft carriers and radar 
weren’t around in World War I), but the 
game mechanics — a turn-based system in 
cycles, orders constructed like building 
blocks from a signal book etc — are essen¬ 
tially the same. 

Fog of war 

The turn-based system now looks clumsy 
and old-fashioned. It worked satisfactorily 
in the Napoleonic battles because the bat¬ 
tlefields were small and all the slow-moving 


units were more or less visible the whole 
time. But a characteristic of Midway was 
the blindness of the opposing forces, espe¬ 
cially the radar-less Japanese. This means 
that there are long periods of inaction as 
you wait for reconnaissance reports, and 
while this simulates the fog of war 
extremely well, it’s also downright 
frustrating. To speed things up 
you might be tempted to 
increase the cycle time 
from six minutes to half 
an hour, but if the enemy 
should happen to find 
you in that time you 
could be sunk, literally. 
SSI’s Great Naval Battles 
II, which re-creates Guadal¬ 
canal, is played in real-time 
with a compression option. This is 
infinitely better and much more flexible. 

Take a good look 

Some features have remained more or less 
unchanged since the days of Waterloo and 
Austerlitz. 

Thankfully you no longer have to type 
in the commands, but the options to ‘look 
north’ or ‘look south at...’ are still there. 
Why? Surely if you want to look about in 
this day and age you should just be able to 
scroll, but there’s little to see anyway, apart 


“Midway 

does become more 
and more absorbing 
as you get into it, but 
you will need a lot 
of patience. 



Top right; this is the 
main screen, to which 
you are automatically 
returned at the start 
of every move. 
Squadrons of planes 
are assembled on the 
deck of the aircraft 
carrier ready to be 
launched. Escort 
destroyers loom 
behind. 

Left: the tactical map. 
The yellow circles are 
range bands emanat¬ 
ing from our own task 
force. Purples and 
green circles repre¬ 
sent reconnaissance 
reports. Midway is the 
large black dot in the 
centrai square. 


from some poor and needlessly time-con¬ 
suming animations of aircraft taking off 
and landing. 

This is a map-based strategy game, and 
not about close quarter action. Decision¬ 
making takes place on top-down 2D maps, 
and I would question the necessity of 
returning the player to a laboriously 
redrawn 3D view at the end of every cycle. 

On the positive side, Midway does 
become more and more absorbing as you 
get into it, but you will need a lot of 
patience. Overall, even long-time fans of 
the Turcan system may find themselves a 
little disappointed. 


O Simon Shaw 




Minimum memory: 


Minimum graphics: 


VGA 


Sound: 


Sound Blaster 


Minimum PC: 33 MHz 386, MS-DOS 5.0 


Price: 


Contact: 


Turcan Research 


£39.95 


(0171) 625 8455 


Publisher: 
































































H ave you ever noticed how nearly 
all adventure games have the 
same storyline? It’s the classic 
underdog theme; the unwitting 
hero versus the evil tyrant. In 
most cases the main protagonist 
is (or thinks he is) an orphan, and when the 
game begins he’s completely unaware that 
his real father was actually a noble, wizard, 
deity, alien or whatever. Or if not an 
orphan, perhaps he’s somehow managed 
to get himself transported to another world 
where his earthly skills just happen to fit 
the bill. Either way, if you throw in some 
extra elements such as a damsel in distress, 
a magical artefact or a spot of vengeance 
you’d come up with a plot which could be 
applied to practically every adventure. 

Dragon Lore’s storyline is a little bit dif¬ 
ferent. True enough, the hero is an orphan 


Cryo’s splendid looking 
adventure has been 
eagerly awaited. Now it’s 
here though, is it Dragon 
Cor! or Dragon Bore? 


who discovers that he’s really the heir to a 
castle, and there’s also a rather unsavoury 
villain whose past crimes include the 
murder of said hero’s dad. However, if you 
were to assume that the aim of the game is 
vengeance, you’d be wrong. Whilst it’s per¬ 
fectly possible to kill the bad guy, you cer¬ 
tainly wouldn’t be doing yourself any 
favours if you did — he’s worth far more to 
you alive than dead. Let me explain. 

Get with the plot 

Dragon Lore is set in a mythical valley 
which is populated by all sorts of funny 
monsters. In the past, the valley was 
invaded by ores who went about killing and 
eating anything that moved, and so a 
council was formed to combat the threat. 
Originally, the council consisted of 16 
Dragon Knights; men and women who 


^ LOCAL HEROES 



With a face like that, Haagen von Diakonov just has 
to be the baddie. He killed your father and is your 
main opponent. 


Axel von Wallenrod, your father, might be dead, but 
he’ll appear to you in a vision. Natty dreads, eh? 


Because your father was killed when you were a 
baby, this farmer agreed to foster you until your 18th 
birthday. Nice chest wig. 
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were chosen by dragons to be their riders. 
If one of the Dragon Knights died or 
retired, the surviving dragon would choose 
another partner from the same family in 
order to keep the council intact. 

Although the Dragon Knights defeated 
the ores, they became fiercely competitive 
and rivalries developed. One such feud 
arose between Axel von Wallenrod (an all¬ 
round good bloke) and Haagen von 
Diakonov (a nasty piece of work) and when 
Axel died in suspicious circumstances, 
many suspected that Diakonov had some¬ 
thing to do with it. However, nothing was 
ever proven and he remained a member of 
the council. 

One of Axel’s last acts was to ensure the 
continuance of the von Wallenrod line by 
placing his infant son in the capable hands 
of a friendly local farmer. Axel stipulated 
that his heir must remain ignorant of his 
heritage until he came of age, whereupon 
he would be able to claim Wallenrod Castle 
for his own. And just by coincidence, the 
game starts with young Werner von Wal- 
lenrod’s 18th birthday. However, he can’t 
just march into Castle Wallenrod and take 
over from where his father left off. To suc¬ 
ceed Axel as Dragon Knight, Werner must 
first be voted in by the council. This is no 
simple task, since it means he’ll have to find 
the family dragon (missing since his father’s 
death), persuade it to accept him as its new 
rider, recover Axel’s dragon armour and 
secure enough votes to get him a place on 
the council. 

The Dragon Knights come from many 
different races and their temperaments vary 
tremendously. Some may offer to vote for 
Werner if he completes a particular quest 
for them; others will take his side if he acts 
with honour and mercy; and the rest will 
only give him their support if he shares their 
taste for violence. Dragon Lore has two 
possible endings: getting voted in and not 
getting voted in, and the result is dependent 
upon how Werner acts during the game. 
I’m not going to tell you which approach is 
best in case it spoils your enjoyment, but I 
will say that it’s inadvisable to kill off any 
of the Dragon Knights — Diakonov 
included — because they can’t vote for you 
if they’re dead. 



Characters such as the good fairy will help or hinder 
you on your quest. Her wicked sister might offer an 
alternative solution. 



smooth-scroller like Doom or Ultima 
Underworld — instead it’s a flick-scrolling 
game like Eye of the Beholder. 

This means movement is limited by the 
constraints of the game engine, and so 
ganieplay can be annoying at times. One 
puzzle involves travelling down a road 
which is blocked by a huge spider web. The 
web is too thick to be cut by a sword, so you 
have to find another way to destroy it. This 
means performing a dangerous quest for 
the owners of an inn, after which they’ll 
reward you by giving you a fireball spell 
which will enable you to burn the web. Now 
this puzzle sounds fine on paper, but when 
you play the game you’ll notice that to 
either side of the offending web lies acre 
upon acre of flat green fields. So why not 
walk round the blessed thing? Because the 
scrolling is limited to the path and you just 
don’t have the option to wander off it. 


Above: 

Addlepate the 
mage will go 
out of his way 
to help you in 
your quest to 
become a 
Dragon 
Knight. 

Left: the 
rendered 
scenery looks 
amazing, 
particularly 
once you get 
inside Castle 
Wallenrod. 


Mushroom for improvement 

In another section of the game you wander 
into a mushroom village inhabited by small 
green pixies (er, no, I haven’t been at the ale 
again). You have to enter two of the mush¬ 
room houses, which means trekking 
around the village until you find the right 
ones. The dragon-shaped cursor indicates 


So that, in a nutshell, is the plot. The 
game takes the form of a series of linked 
quests and puzzles and, depending on 
which approach you favour, you can opt to 
use either your brain or your muscle to get 
you through. However, if you choose to use 
brute force you will still have to solve the 
occasional puzzle, and conversely, if you 
favour leniency you can’t avoid getting into 
a fight every now and again. 

Look sharp 

Like Cryo’s other games (Dune, MegaRace 
and the forthcoming Lost Eden), Dragon 
Lore is very good-looking. The scenery is 
all rendered (which is probably why the 
game wouldn’t fit on to a single CD) and 
looks like an overcast version of Myst (see 
Alternatively panel). Some of the locations 
are stunning, and the action is interspersed 
by numerous pretty cut-scenes. But there is 
a downside to all this. Dragon Lore is a 
first-person perspective game, but it isn’t a 



Dragon Knights come from all sorts of different races 
and thus vary in temperament. Klaus von Straupzig 
is a bloodthirsty sort. 


Cheldrya Serpentina is another knight, but unlike 
Klaus prefers a merciful approach. Use brains rather 
than brawn to get her vote. 
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Review 



Above: the 
inventory 
screen. 
Although 
Werner 
appears to 
be right- 
handed in 
the game, 
you need to 
place 

weapons in 
his left hand 
before he 
can wield 
them. 


Adhere you can and can’t go, but sometimes 
you’re not allowed to go in a particular 
direction even though there’s absolutely 
lothing blocking your path. This is both 
llogical and frustrating. 

I’ve mentioned that the backgrounds 
look gorgeous, and indeed they do. How¬ 
ever, some of the other graphics don’t reach 
such a high standard. Most of the charac¬ 
ters and monsters look all right, but they’ve 
obviously been superimposed over the 
backgrounds and fit in with the scenery as 
vvell as they should. In addition, the ani¬ 
mation doesn’t look quite right—the char¬ 
acters move like those old stop-motion 
monsters from an old Ray Harryhausen 
movie. Creature Shock it’s not. 

If a character doesn’t take an immediate 
dislike to you, you can talk to them by 
clicking on them with the right mouse 
button. You then get to see their face in 
close-up, but there seems to be a bit of 
inconsistency regarding how the charac¬ 
ters look. Some faces appear rendered; 
others look painted and several appear to 
have been digitised and then coloured. The 
lip synching is also non-existent — the 
characters’ mouths continue to work long 
after they’ve 
— P ^ finished 
I \ saying 

_ Vr' \ what 
they’ve 
got to 
say. 



Minimum PC; 33 MHz 486, MS-DOS 5.0, mouse 


Minimum memory. 

4Mb, 8Mb on hard disk 

Minimum graphics: 

VGA 

Sound: 

Sound Biaster 



ALTERNATIVELY 


Myst 

Electronic Arts, £44.95 
Rated 9, Issue 32 

If lovely rendered scenery floats your boat, 
try this beautiful and atmospheric adventure. 
The puzzles are logic-based and very tough, 
and there are five surreal worlds to explore. 


Elder Scrolls: Arena 
US Gold, £45.99 
Rated 8, Issue 31 

This huge role-playing game may not have 
Dragon Lore’s graphics, but its completely 
non-linear approach gives you the freedom 
to explore. It will keep you going for ages. 



Sound advice 

And then there’s the sound. Cryo has gone 
way overboard on the sound effects. As 
Werner travels through the countryside his 
footsteps sound like those of a giant 
striding through a gravel pit rather than a 
normal-sized bloke walking along a 
paved road. This is accompanied 
by obscenely loud bird song, 
and if you venture near a 
river or fountain, you’ll 
hear enough gushing 
water to send anyone run¬ 
ning for the toilet. 

The result is that you 
end up turning the sound 
down until you have to talk 
to someone, whereupon you 
have to turn it up again. And 
that’s another problem. With no text 
option, you have to strain your ears to listen 
to the dialogue. 


Finger clicking good 

On the whole, though, the control system 
isn’t too bad. Actions such as manipulating 
objects, talking to people and fighting were 
easy to perform. The dragon cursor 
changes when placed over an important 


object to show that you can pick it up, 
operate it or examine it. Likewise, you can 
interact with a person or creature by right- 
clicking on them with the mouse. 

On the whole, Dragon Lore isn’t too bad. 
I enjoyed the game more than I expected, 
for although it has its fair share of prob¬ 
lems, it’s both original and atmos- 
«TL pheric. It’s also very large, 

^ coming as it does on two 

CD-ROMs, and so you 
aren’t going to be able to 
breeze through it an a 
matter of hours — even 
though the puzHes start 
off by being quite easy, 
they become more and 
more difficult as you progress. 
I can’t say that it’s the best 
adventure I’ve ever played, but then 
it’s still a lot better than average and once 
you get into it you’ll find it quite com¬ 
pelling. Cryo has plans to release a sequel 
at the end of 1995, so if the Paris-based 
company manages to tighten up the game 
engine and take out the mistakes it should 
be well worth waiting for. 


characters 
move like those old 
stop-motion monsters 
from an old Ray 
Harryhausen 
movie.” 


O Cal Jones 
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Value 




Enter the world of PC sound with the best 


selling range of Sound Blaster sound cards 


Guaranteed compatibility with games, educa¬ 


tion and business applications at prices that 


will suit everyones pocket. 


These low cost solutions are available in 


mono, stereo and CD quality versions that are 


Ideal for the first time buyer 



BLASTER 

J 1 6MultiCD 


16 SCSI-2 


Awesome 

Quality 

For high quality, 16 bit audio, the MuitiCO 
and SCSi-2 versions of the world famous 
Sound Blaster 16 are fully featured and easily 
upgradable with the Wavebiaster (Wave table 
synthesis) daughter board or CD-ROM drive. 

Available with or without the Advanced 
Signal Processor they include a full comple¬ 
ment of voice recognition/read back and 
authoring software. 





MICROSOFT 

WINDOWS 


Awesome! 


The next generation Sound Blaster AWE32 
is a state of the art, professional sound card 
for musicians. Featuring Advanced Wave effect 
synthesis for stunningly real instrument 
sounds or special effects for the ultimate 
games experience. 

With Advanced Signal Processing, expand¬ 
able memory, down loadable sound fonts and a 
full musical and voice control software bundle, 
the AWE32 is quite simply the new standard 
for PC audio. 


All of Creative's multimedia products are guaranteed and fully supported by a free Technical 
Support Team. If you would like to know more about any of our Sound Blaster sound cards. 

Multimedia upgrade kits or Video Blaster cards, please visit your local 
■ I computer superstore or high street,electronics outlet. 

pre-sales and Tech Support Team on 0734 344744 
for more information. 































With, sex, violence, drug abuse, incest, Hitchcockian overtones and a 
plot straight out of Dynasty, no-one is going to accuse Voyeur of 
subtlety. Not ever. 


Above: Des 
res. All mod 
cons. Own 
balcony. Own 
peeping 
Tom. 

Right: Reed 
and his sister 
Margaret in, 
er, plans for 
his presiden¬ 
tial inaugura¬ 
tion. 



oyeur has a lot going for it. It has 
been a best seller on the Philips 
CD-i system. It’s a detective 
adventure aimed at adults, with 
_ sex, corruption, drug abuse, 
dashes of lesbianism and incest. It’s a 
‘homage’ to the Alfred Hitchcock classic 
Rear Window, in that much of the action 
involves you as a peeping tom with a cam¬ 
corder recording the events taking place 
over a weekend at Hawke Manor. It is por¬ 
trayed almost entirely by 
video sequences with real ^ 


- ^ 


Below: daugh¬ 
ter Jessica 
and dad Reed 
talking eco- 
politics. 


actors for added cine¬ 
matic appeal. It has a 
plot straight out of 
Dallas, albeit with 
acting that wouldn’t 
have looked out of place in Eldorado. In 
short, it’s glamorous, looks good, and it has 
those sleazy plotlines to give it a hard edge. 

Peeping Tom 

The scenario runs like this: Reed Hawke, a 
very wealthy, middle-aged American 
tycoon has decided to run for president. He 
has a suitably dysfunctional family, made 
up of femme fatales, ne’er-do-wells and 
spivs, each of whom appear to have a spe¬ 
cific grudge against him and strong motives 
for wanting him out of the presidential race. 



They are all invited to Hawke 
Manor for the weekend, 
ostensibly to help Reed con¬ 
sider his future as a presi¬ 
dent-in-waiting, but in fact to 
get them all under one roof 
so that you can see what a 
bad lot they all are. 

You are placed in a 
building opposite with your 
camcorder primed 
and ready to roll. 
In the course of 




this weekend, you must train 
your camera on events hap¬ 
pening in Hawke Manor and record them 
until you have built up enough video evi¬ 
dence to convict Hawke as a murderer or a 
would-be murderer. 

Herein lies Voyeur’s main problem. If 
you let your tape run through until the end 
of Sunday evening, you’ll see Hawke finally 
organising the murder of one of the family 
members. You do a spot of filming, the tape 
goes off to the police and Reed Hawke is 
arrested. This is one way to ‘win’, but it’s 
an unsatisfactory outcome simply because 
it’s inevitable — you haven’t deduced or 
detected anything as such. In order to win 
properly, you should really try to identify 
the intended murder victim before they get 
bumped off Send them the videotape and 
they’ll stop Hawke in his tracks. However, 
if you send the tape to the wrong person, 
it’ll all go horribly wrong — though in a 
rather entertaining fashion. But you can 
complete Voyeur very quickly without 
really doing anything. 

Arresting gameplay 

Although the plot changes each time you 
play, so that you could start all over again 
and see at least some new scenes from the 
Hawke family’s frenetic weekend, once 


you’ve realised what sort of clues to look 
out for, you’ll find it easy to win, and of 
course it’s still inevitable that you can com¬ 
plete the game and have Hawke arrested. 

In truth, Voyeur is about watching var¬ 
ious members of the Hawke family do 
mildly rude things to each other — it has 
little to do with solving a puzzle. 

O Christina Erskine 


All tease, all flirting 
and no action. 


0 


Publisher: 

Interplay f 

Price: 

£39.99 ' ' ' 

Contact; 

(01235)821666 

Minimum PC: 

386, 486 reco,CD-ROM drive, mouse 

Minimum memory: 8Mb 

Minimum graphics: 256 colour VGA 

Sound: 

GUS, Sound Blaster, Pro Audio | 
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Is B-movie humour enough to save the 
world from the evil Dr Radiaki? 


he year is 1963, 
and special agent 
Matt Banner (no, 
seriously) is on the 
case of would-be 
global dictator Dr 
Radiaki. According to the 
pompous tones of the 
newsreader at the start of 
the game, “The words 
Radiaki and radiation 
start with the same letters. 

US Intelligence is suspi¬ 
cious.” I think that about 
sets the tone for the day. 

But I’d be lying if I said I didn’t enjoy Dr 
Radiaki. Despite being a chronically con¬ 
ventional approach to first person 3D 
shoot ‘em ups, it is a barrel of laughs — 
combining hilariously naff scenes with a 
truly appalling plot. 

So bad, it’s good 

Dr Radiaki almost makes the ‘so bad it’s 
good’ class. The bad guys can best be 
described as, er, uniquely animated, you 
pick up syringes for health points and the 
whole game oozes delightfully OTT gore. 

There’s only one catch. I’m not sure I’d 
find Dr Radiaki anywhere near so funny if 
I’d had to pay for it. The joke wears very 
thin after you’ve belted your twenty-fifth 
cigar-smoking Cuban mercenary (‘Madre 
de Dios, Senor!’), sneaky ninja or oversized 
rendered rat over the bonce with a baseball 
bat. It does get very repetitive. 

And the 3D implementation is also 
pretty rancid. The character moves badly, 
it’s impossible to aim accurately, and (bar 
the odd unusual scene) the settings are bog 
standard rectangular 3D mazes with the 
obligatory pixellation problems. 

Dr Radiaki is funny enough, and bad 



enough, to keep me playing far longer than 
I expected. Given the the way these things 
go, it’ll probably be hailed as a minor classic 
of‘game noir’ in 50 years time. 

Right now, it’s good for a giggle if you’ve 
got money to burn — but don’t waste your 
time if you’re really after a gripping, high- 
tech all-action 3D adventure. As unfortu¬ 
nately, Doctor Radiaki isn’t it. 

O John Bennett 




A very sick puppy 
indeed. 


Publisher: 


Merit 


Price:£34.95 (floppy) £39.995 (CD) 




Contact: 


(0191) 385 7755 


Minimum PC: 

386/33 

Minimum memory: 

4Mb 

Minimum graphics: 

VGA 

Sound: 

Sound Biaster, Roland 


Sim City 2000 (CD) 


Maxis 


£49.99, (0171) 490 2333 
Technical Info: 


486, 4Mb RAM, SVGA, mouse 
First reviewed: 


Issue 29, Rated 9 



The CD version of the classic city builder game is 
almost identical to the disk version, but comes with 
an additional set of scenarios which were originally 
sold separately. You can’t go far wrong with 
this addictive game, but you might want to 
wait for version 2 (next spring) which 
includes the Urban Renewal Kit. 

F-15 Strike Eagle III (budget) 

Powerplus 



£16.99, (01276) 684959 
Technical Info: 


286, 640K RAM, VGA, mouse 
First reviewed: 


Issue 16, Rated 8 



Released in 1992, F-15 III hasn’t aged too badly and 
remains a good, solid flight sim with plenty of 
emphasis on combat. Not quite as good as 
its contemporary. Falcon 3.0, F-15 is nev¬ 
ertheless a competent game and includes a 
head-to-head option. Good value. 



GunshipZOOO 


Powerplus 


£16.99, (01276) 684959 
Technical Info: 


286, 640K RAM, CGA, mouse 
or joystick 
First reviewed: 


This Issue. 



Until Virgin releases KA-50 Hokum, Gunship 2000 
remains the only decent helicopter sim on the PC. This 
is remarkable considering the game was released in 
1991. It’s a heavyweight sim which still man¬ 
ages to be accessible, and includes an excel¬ 
lent mission builder. 



Dune II (budget) 


Hit Squad 


£14.99, (0161) 832 6633 
Technical Info: 


286,640K RAM, VGA, mouse 
First reviewed: 


Issue 16, Rated 7 



A Civilization-Style strategy game. Dune II is set in 
Frank Herbert’s desert world of Arrakis, and you can 
command either the Harkonnen or the Atreides of 
the books, or a new family, the Ordos. The 
aim is to mine spice, but it involves lots of 
strategic combat with your rivals. 
Engrossing stuff. 
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(or lack of it) is. I tried an assortment of 
sticks with no response whatsoever, then 
tried a Gravis Gamepad (if anything was 
going to work on a beat ’em up, this would). 
It worked OK, apart from the minor incon¬ 
venience that the special moves were impos¬ 
sible to conjure up... not good. 

Oh yes, and to add insult to injury, the 
sound keeps dying out mid-fight. Appar¬ 
ently, there’s going to be a patch disk made 
available for the early copies with this 
problem. Thanks. 

Out for the count 

What can I say? Rise of the Robots is cer¬ 
tainly the prettiest beat ’em up on the PC 
street. It also does a fair impression of a 
competent combat game. So if you’re one 
of those people who has to have the latest 
big-name beat ’em up, then go buy it. 

Personally however. I’m not impressed. 
I’d bet my last beer token that a fair chunk 
of the time and money that went into Rise 
was spent creating the intro sequence and 
the cut-scenes. The thing is, who needs 
them? That same time and effort could have 
been spent elsewhere in the game, making 
it play better for instance, rather than just 
look rather good. 

All in all. Rise of the Robots really 
doesn’t justify the hype that has been 


Above: Clang! 
Thunk! Sorry, 
but knocking 
flakes of paint 
off an over¬ 
sized and 
heavily-armed 
shopping 
trolley is just 
not my idea 
of massive 
excitement. 


Far right; 
Honest, I’d 
have no 
problems tak¬ 
ing out the 
sentry robot 
... if I had any 
better moves 
than a naff 
shoulder 
charge and a 
spinning 
head¬ 
butt. 


I f looks were all that made a great 
fighting game. Rise of the Robots 
would be king of the heap for many a 
year to come. Quite simply you won’t 
find a better looking beat ’em up in 
any department. From the animation and 
detailing of the rendered fighters them¬ 
selves, to the backdrops, the cut-scenes and 
the extended introduction, there’s nothing 
that comes close to it. 

And to give it its due. Rise of the Robots 
moves just as well as it looks — even with 
all that heavy-duty rendering. In action, 
the response time is sufficiently quick to 
give a decent cut ’n’ thrust feel to the 
fighting as you work your way through the 
six metal opponents. 

What’s more, the game’s AI means that 
the computer-controlled opponents not 
only have different attributes, but they also 
get to learn from your moves. In other 
words, the brighter robots will take 
you apart if you insist on using 
the same move every time. 

So, Rise starts off in quite a 
promising fashion. Maybe it will 
live up to the hype after all? 

Maybe not. The 
moves are the 
usual set 
of high 
kicks, 
low 


punches, flying kicks and so on, plus a 
rather sparse choice of special moves for 
each character. These, it has to be said, are 
not startlingly original: the Supervisor’s 
melt and insect moves are the high point of 
the day. But even though ‘melt’ is suppos¬ 
edly the first time morphing (all very Ter¬ 
minator 2, this) has been used in an action 
sequence of a game, it’s just not that big a 
deal after you’ve seen it the first time round. 


Punch drunk 

From there, things go from bad to worse. 
If this were a boxing match. Rise of the 
Robots would end up counted out in round 
three. Round one, you discover that not 
only are the special moves uninspiring, but 
you can’t jump over your opponent — as 
you can in, say. Street Fighter 2, Mortal 
Kombat, Body Blows or any other beat ’em 
up worthy of the name. 

Round two, you start to realise that Rise 
lacks real beat ’em up atmosphere. The 
press release reports “non-violent game- 
play”. But in a beat ’em up? Surely the 
whole point is to flatten your opponents 
one after another. 

You see, the problem with Rise is that 
since it’s about robots, there’s no blood (just 
metal shavings). It’s just not the same. 
Whether it’s right or wrong, people want, 
and expect spine-ripping. 

Mortal Kombat-style cartoon 
nastiness from a beat ’em up. 

Rise of the Robots is just tame. 

And the KO in round three? 

The painful control system. A 
PC keyboard is a lousy way to 
have to play a reflex-based game 
— especially two-player games, 
which are well-nigh impossible 
without triple jointed fingers or 
an extra long keyboard. 

That’s not Rise’s fault, of 
course, but the joystick support 
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MUGGERS ANONYMOUS... 



Cyborg 

See that Cyborg? That’s you, that is. 
He’s an assassin, he’s very fast on his 
feet, oh, and he’s blue. 


Loader 

Er, why am 1 fighting an overgrown fork¬ 
lift truck? The loader is slow and lum¬ 
bering, but very strong. 
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Sentry 

Big, fast and not short in the brains 
department, the sentry tries to turn your 
tactics back on you. 


Builder 

Called Prime-8 (ho, ho), this ape-like 
robot is very dumb, but middlin’ fast and 
hugely powerful. 



Crusher 

The one with the extensible arms 
(another original idea . . .) the Crusher 
learns very quickly and its sole aim in 
life is to trash other robots. 


Military 

Looks mean as hell (what with all the 
spikes and polished chrome stuff) and 
moves like greased lightning, but the 
military droid is actually not half as hard 
as he thinks he is. Get the first power 
punch in and you can finish him off with 
a couple of low blows. 



Supervisor 

Like the T1000 in Terminator 2, only 
with womens’ bits. The Supervisor 
morphs into a puddle if you ask her 
really nicely, or does an impression of a 
bug if she gets angry. 


attached to it. Especially as it has glaring 
problems that directly affect the gameplay. 

I’d feel distinctly shortchanged if I’d 
gone out and spent hard cash on what I feel 
amounts to little more than an average beat 
’em up with pretensions. 

O John Bennett 


1 Looks good, fights 
1 like a sponge. 
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Publisher: Time Warner 

Price: £45.99 disk, £49.99 CD 
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Contact: (01604)602800 


Minimum PC: 

486SX/25 

Minimum memory: 

4Mb 

Minimum graphics: 

VGA, SVGA 

Sound; 

Sound Blaster 
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Faatasy Fest (CD compilation) 


Mindscape 


E44.99, (01444) 246333 
Technical Info; 


386, 2IVIb RAM, VGA, mouse 
First reviewed: 


Issue 40 


^ 3 - 
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None of the SSI titles which fill this CD are particu¬ 
larly inspiring (with the possible exception of Strong¬ 
hold, a kingdom builder game), but you do 
get four games for the price of one; Fantasy 
Empires, Dungeon Hack, Stronghold and 
Unlimited Adventures. 

Car and Driver 

Hit Squad 



£14.99, (0161) 832 6633 
Technical Info: 


386, 640K RAM, VGA, 
First reviewed: 

Issue 16, Rated 8 





Car and Driver allows you to test drive 10 dream cars 
including the Lamborghini Countach and Ferrari 
F40. You can take them for a spin on anything from 
a drag track to a shopping mall car park (yes, 
really), and while it isn’t a racing game, you 
can race against the clock. A good serious 
sim for real car enthusiasts. 

Rally (budget CD-ROM) 

Europress Software 



£19.99, (01625) 859444 
Technical Info: 


386, 4Mb RAM, VGA 
or joystick 
First reviewed: 


Issue 28, Rated 4 



This 35-stage Rally falls halfway betv een a serious 
sim and an arcade racer. It’s certainly ambitious, but 
the jerky animation, poor graphics and crude sound 
let it down. It is at least challenging, but 
progress can be frustratingly slow. Ct'uld 
have been so much better. 



Ultimate Body Blows 


£29.99, (01924) 385903 
Technical Info: 


8086,512K RAM, CGA 
First reviewed: 

This issue. 


6 J 




Not much different from the origina' Body Blows 
(Rated 5, Issue 25) except that there are several new 
characters and a new turbo mode wh’ch speeds up 
the game. Both gameplay and graphics are 
decidedly average and the keyboard controls 
are awkward so you really need a joystick. 

Best in two-player mode. 



PC REVIEW 




















































































into 


Crazy namep crazy game? No- It’s just SSI venturing 
well-trodden role-playing territory. 



ow many more dungeons do you 
want to explore? How many 
more times do you want to swing 
a sword or send a lightning bolt 
through hordes of evil demons? 
How many more weapons, suits of armour, 
outfits, scrolls potions and magical arti¬ 
facts can you bear to collect? 

If these questions have been bothering 
you recently, Menzoberranzan is 
unlikely to alleviate the 
problem. The fact that it’s 
as beautifully crafted 
and brilliantly com¬ 
plex as any compa¬ 
rable role-playing 
game on the market is 
almost irrelevant — 
it’s still just another 
game in which you 
wander around, collect 
objects, wield magic and chop 


some poor fiend to pieces. It contains 
nothing particularly innovative (why don’t 
we ever get to play the demons guarding the 
labyrinth?), but it makes reasonable use of 
the available technology to create an atmos¬ 
pheric role-playing yarn. 

Menzoberranzan who? 

Enough of this moaning. 

You probably want to 
know who — or what — 
Menzoberranzan is. Men¬ 
zoberranzan is a subter¬ 
ranean city which lies in 
the Underdark. The 
Underdark is home to the 
evil Drow Elves (elves with 
ink-black skin and white 
hair), and is normally a 
place where sensible 
cardigan-wearing folk 
wouldn’t venture for a mil¬ 


lion quid. Unfortunately, the Elves have 
captured some of your friends and dragged 
them below. Your task is to rescue them, a 
journey which inevitably takes you to down 
to Menzoberranzan itself 

Fired up and ready to go 

The action begins in standard fashion, 
albeit with smart rendered graphics in the 
intro and character generation sections. 
Once you’ve created a party (or selected the 
predefined alternative), you start the game 
with a simple mission above ground, to put 
out a fire. 

This gets you accustomed to some basic 
combat and object manipulation tech¬ 
niques, and shows off the concise, intuitive 
control system. This is similar to the inno¬ 
vative interface designed for the Ultima 
Underworld games, because it allows you 
to move around by clicking with the mouse 
in the viewing window. For keyboard die- 
hards, plenty of keyboard shortcuts are also 
catered for. 

The fun starts here 

The real fun begins once you’ve satisfied 
the simple requirements for entering the 
Underdark itself The exploration area is 
huge, combat with over 30 kinds of oppo¬ 
nent is fierce and sometimes genuinely 
frightening, and there are enough traps and 
tricks to make you careful with every step 




“The game’s 
diversity isn’t 
limited to its 
monsters, objects 
and magic.” 
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you take. Your answer to these obstacles is 
a standard array of weapons (the usual 
swords, axes, maces, spears, bows, and so 
on) and an outstanding selection of over 
90 spells. 

The game’s diversity isn’t limited to its 
monsters, objects and magic. You begin 
with two characters, but can quickly 
increase your party to four, dropping and 
adding people at intervals thereafter. Some 
characters are really useful only for specific 
tasks; others can stay and grow with you 
until the end, assuming you haven’t let them 
die along the way. 

Tough challenge 

Menzoberranzan has too many good fea¬ 
tures to list in detail here. However, in addi¬ 
tion to those already mentioned, you also 
get an automap (with personal annotations 
which you can also print out to keep as a 
hard copy reference), digitised voices and 
sounds, a scalable viewing window, a well- 
structured control and object manipula¬ 
tion system, a strong and varied bestiary, 
a thorough and interesting manual, and 
even the ability to levitate and fly. Every¬ 
thing contributes to what is apparently a 
tough and lasting challenge. 

So why have I only awarded it a six, 
instead of the higher mark it so far sounds 
as though it deserves? Because, essentially, 
it’s just another tired old dungeon hack. 

There are plenty of frills, sure enough, 
but you know exactly what kind of action 
you’re going to get right from the very 
beginning. Wave after wave of good 
and bad characters; lots of gru¬ 
elling hand-to-hand 
combat and magic 
against increasingly 
tough enemies; flashy 
special effects; nasty 
surprises and maps, 
maps, and even more 
maps... 

Indeed, the compo- 
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A competent 
role-playing slog. 

Publisher: 

SSI/Mindscape 

Price: 

£44.99 

Contact: 

(01444) 246333 



Minimum PC: 

386, Double speed CD-ROM 

Minimum memory: 

4Mb 

Minimum graphics: 

VGA 

Sound: 

All major sound cards 




nent parts are impressively done, but they 
all add up to a pretty stale experience. 
Playing Menzoberranzan is almost like 
reviewing a list of elements you’ve seen time 
and again in other games, but with the 
occasional novel twist. 

If, like me, you’re growing heartily sick 
of mapping yet another smelly old dun¬ 
geon, or rather tired and bored of formu¬ 
laic combat and encountering seemingly 
endless hordes of the same old AD&D 
characters, and of conversations conducted 
in hackneyed RPG-speak (which uses 30 
irritating words where ten ordinary ones 
will do), Menzoberranzan is bound to dis¬ 
appoint you. 

If, on the other hand, you’re 
new to the genre or you’re 
perfectly happy to play yet 
another RPG the like of 
which has been seen 
countless times before, 
go out and buy it. What 
it does, it does well. 

O Gordon Houghton 
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LucasArts Classic Collection 
(compilation) 


£29.99, (0121) 606 1800 
Technical Info: 


286, DOS 3.1, VGA, mouse 
First reviewed: 


This issue 



This collection of golden oldies includes the Secret of 
Monkey Island, Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade, 
Loom, Zak McKracken and the original Maniac 
Mansion. They may no longer be the most 
sophisticated adventures around, but they’ll 
all run on a 286 and it’s a good opportunity 
to buy yourself a piece of gaming history. 



Premier Collection: 
Windows Card Games 


vci 


£9.99, (01923) 255558 
Technical Info: 


386, Windows 3.1, mouse 
First reviewed: 


This issue 



Ultimate Blackjack, Golf and Pyramid are the three 
card games in this package. Both Golf and Pyramid 
are a different form of games like solitaire. 

This is a rather poor effort and for what 
you’re getting, even at this low price, it just 
isn’t worth wasting your money on. 



F-117A Nighthawk (budget) 


Powerplus 


£16.99, (01276) 684959 
Technical Info: 


286, 640K RAM, VGA, joystick 
First reviewed: 


LIP.?' 
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The follow-up to the popular F-19 Stealth Fighter 
(released before anyone knew what the plane was to 
be called), F-117A is almost five years old. It’s a good 
solid sini, but due to the nature of the plane 
it’s far from exciting — you spend most of 
the game sneaking around in the dark rather 
than dogfighting. Fine for what it is. 



Project-X 


Team 17 


£19,99, (01924) 201846 
Technical Info: 


25MHz 386, 2Mb RAM, VGA 
First reviewed: 


This issue 



This horizontal scrolling shoot ’em up may look a bit 
old fashioned now (it was released on the Amiga over 
a year ago), but its tremendous playability 
more than makes up for this. Good sound 
effects add to the excitement, and there’s a 
wide variety of weapons to use. 
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Far right: eat 
wall, sucker! 
God, I love 
this sort of 
game. If only 
it had a chain¬ 
saw . .. 

Below: stock 
car racing 
with in-car 
and external 
views, plus 
action replays 
even the 
Nascar cus¬ 
tom Paint Kit 
is thrown in. 


W hat makes Nascar different 
from just about every other 
PC racing car bar its own pre¬ 
decessor, IndyCar Racing, 
and the venerable MicroProse 
FIGP? Racing detail, pure and simple. 

I don’t mean in terms of the graphics so 
much, but the car set-ups, handling pat¬ 
terns and so forth — and the planning 
required to get the best out of the game. 

This may not appeal to you if you’re after 
a quick burn, a few shunts and the ego- 
boost of thrashing the living daylights out 
of your chosen car. You can treat Nascar 
like this if you want, but it’s a waste. And 
you’ll never win a race, I guarantee it. 

Nascar takes quite time to get into, but 
then you’re likely to be playing it far longer 
than your average arcade racer. Sure, there 
are preset car 
configura¬ 
tions. But, you 
need to tweak 
everything — 
from gear 
ratios to tyre 


pressures — honing both your 
skills and the car set-up to per¬ 
fection to be even vaguely com¬ 
petitive in the nine track 
championship. This is what a 
racing sim should be about. 


Black flagged 

The funny thing is, though, 
when I first loaded Nascar in 
standard VGA, texture-map¬ 
ping and all, it was rather a disappoint¬ 
ment. Off-hand, I can’t think of a better 
looking driving game, but it still feels rather 
dated. Why, I’m not exactly sure. Maybe 
the latest flight sims and space games are 
spoiling us — whatever the reason. I’d 
almost forgotten how grubby and jagged 
standard VGA can be in a sim. 

But never fear. Super VGA is here! 
Nascar runs in SVGA. Nascar looks glo¬ 
rious in SVGA. Unfortunately, Nascar 
plays like a total lemon in SVGA. 

To be fair. Papyrus makes no bones 
about the game’s system requirements for 
full SVGA, but even so this is asking a bit 
much: I dredge up a Pen¬ 
tium 90 with 8 Mb of RAM 
and a quad speed CD, and I 
still need to turn off game 
options to avoid jerk-o- 
vision... surely not? 

The moral of this story is 
that normal mortals like you 
and me can kiss the SVGA 
option goodbye. Unless you 
happen to be very rich 
indeed, don’t expect Nascar 
to look any different from 
IndyCar Racing. 

Personally, I don’t have a 
problem with that. IndyCar 
Racing was an excellent 
game in its day. Nascar is a 


Minimum memory: 


Minimum graphics; VGA, SVGA 


Sound Blaster 


good game today. I’m disappointed that it 
doesn’t offer a great deal more than its pre¬ 
decessor, and Daytona USA it’s not. 

But Nascar is tough, looks and drives 
realistically, and it has a working multi¬ 
player option. It also has one other hugely 
attractive feature: in these days of over¬ 
priced, thin on gameplay CDs, Nascar is 
cheap. The price of £39 for this sort of long¬ 
term gameplay is hard to argue with. 

O John Bennett 


Minimum PC: 


486/25 


Publisher: 


Price: 


Contact: 


Virgin 


£39.99 


(0181) 960 2255 
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Fancy yourself as the 
next Louise Aitken- 
Walker? Drive 
yourself to distraction 
with US Goid’s arcade 
rally game. 




I hate driving, me. I used to enjoy it 
when, many years ago, I owned a 
Morris Marina so battered and rusty 
that it didn’t really matter if I hit any¬ 
thing. But then I had a bad experience 
with a souped-up Sierra, a dodgy throttle 
and a densely fogged, pot-hole ridden 
Oxfordshire B-road and my enthusiasm 
dived out of the passenger door, never to 
return. 

So Power Drive was a bit of therapy for 
me. The mud, the tension, the unpro¬ 
nounceable Finnish drivers and the spec¬ 
tator accidents —just the thing to get me 
back in the driving seat, I thought. But no. 
Power Drive doesn’t quite manage to cap¬ 
ture the spirit of rally driving. It succeeds 
admirably at catching the spirit of your dye- 
cast Matchbox toy collection, but real cars? 
Absolutely not. 

This is largely due to the top-down view, 
since being so far removed from the action 
means you’re equally far removed from the 
atmosphere. It’s a bit like playing with your 
big brother’s Scalextrix, only it’s not so 
much fun. 

Bum steer 

And as for steering, don’t ask. Now I might 
be a tad ‘challenged’ in the co-ordination 
department, but trying to manoeuvre an 


Minimum memory: 


1Mb 


Minimum graphics: 


VGA 


Sound: Roland, Sound Blaster, Gravis 


inch-long jalopy around a series of hairpin 
bends is not the easiest thing in the world. 
Suffice to say that I spent much of the game 
with my bonnet wedged firmly in the hedge. 

Of course, if you do get the hang of it. 
Power Drive isn’t so bad. In single player 
mode you race against a computer con¬ 
trolled opponent, which is pretty tough 
because the computer car isn’t being driven 
by someone who can’t tell left from right, 
whereas yours is. Two player mode is, there¬ 
fore, much more satisfactory all round. 

Mind you, I forgot to mention that you’re 
also racing against the clock. If you fail to 
meet the qualifying time (probably because 
of that aforementioned bonnet-tree inter¬ 
face problem) you do not pass go, you do 
not collect £200 and you don’t get to move 
on to the next stage. Luckily there’s a save 


game feature with Power Drive. 

In addition, there are also bonuses to col 
lect, should you be skilful (or lucky) enough 
to steer your car over them. Bonuses 
include extra time (a goody) and cash. Cash 
allows you to repair all the damage you’ve 
inflicted upon your unfortunate motor, and 
if, by some miracle, you survive unscathed, 
you might even be able to alford an upgrade 
to a faster, shinier car eventually. 

At the end of the day, Power Drive is 
competent without being inspiring. It’s all 
right for idling away the odd 10 minutes or 
so, but I doubt it’ll keep you occupied for 
much longer than that. Try before you buy, 
if possible. And no, I haven’t got over my 
driving phobia. Not yet, anyway. 

O Cal Jones 


Publisher: US Gold 


Price: 


£29.99 


Contact: (0121) 606 1800 


Minimum PC: 386SX, MS-DOS 5.0 
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Command Advbvtures: Starship 

Seect a path to universal conquest. 
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permits liumans to actually fly 
in outer space and trade OP 


to look to the future lor source 
material. Bite was one of the 



Command 
Adventures: 
Starship is infi¬ 
nitely replayable 
because players 
design and outfit 
their ships and 
choose their 
course through 
the game’s uni¬ 
verse. There are 
50 planets and a number of 
starbases in the main map, all 
of which the player must 
uncover in the course of the 
game. At the outset, only the 
initial starbase and its sur¬ 
rounding space are visible. 

The player takes the role of a 
starship commander who must 
conquer all 50 planets cmd 
make the universe safe for 
space travel. This is a massive 
effort that will take many trials 
before success. 

Game play shifts between two 
major arenas — ground combat 
and space combat. The inter¬ 
faces for these screens and the 
setup screens are intuitive, but 
Starship has a steep learning 
curve. Many players may get 
frustrated in their first space 
battle because they run out of 
weapons and can’t return to the 
bridge of their vessels. 
Perseverance, multiple weapons 
and easier combat choices 
make a big difference in 
advancement in the game. It 
will take a few games to under¬ 
stand exactly how to outfit a 
starship with a shield, engine 
and weapons in order to 
succeed in combat and keep 
costs low. 

The designers really should 
have supplied more than 2 
million credits for initial 
purchases. This amount buys 
just enough equipment and 
crew members to survive a 
couple battles and conquer a 
planet. The weapons and 
revenues generated from these 
first few conquests will be 


Graphics Sound Platabuty Rb’lay Value 

85 % 85 % 80 % 


enough to upgrade the starship 
and start off the pattern of com- 
bat-upgrade-combat. Starship 
is like other strategy games 
(notably Syndicate) in which 
players get stronger gradually, 
but at a reasonable 
pace. 

The game begins 
on a starbase. 

There the fledgling 
commander must 
choose a vessel, 
add a shield and 
engine, arm it with 
weapons and hire 
and outfit six crew 
members. From the 
bridge of the 
starship, the 
commander selects 
a planet, starbase 
or open area of 
space as a destination. The 
action then switches to an 
overhead combat view. 

Both surface and space com¬ 
bat have a similar feel. The 
object of space combat is to 
cycle through ship weapons to 
destroy alien vessels while 
maintaining a decent speed and 
shield strength. Action is 
smooth and fast, so players 
must have full command of the 


for survival and dispatch the 
aliens. The ground combat is 
more interesting than space 
combat or boarding alien ships 
because the surface graphics 
reflect the environment of the 
planet, from arid to frozen. 

Indeed, the graphics, sound 
effects and music contribute a 
great deal to the enj 05 mient of 
Starship. Various animations 
interrupt the action to 
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interface. Some experimenta¬ 
tion is necessary. 

Surface combat is different 
because an away team must 
take over all areas of the map 
and also set up an isolation grid 
that fully establishes ownership 
of the planet. It is easy to scroll 
around the maps of the planets’ 
surfaces and find all of the 
enemies. The player must dis¬ 
patch his away team members 
to different parts of the surface 
to pick up additional weapons 


represent navigation, planet 
landings, etc. The interface 
screens and combat screens are 
highly detailed and reflect the 
expanse of the game—^which 
might explain the 26 MB 
Starship requires on a hard 
drive. 

The music is especially note¬ 
worthy. Hamilton Altstatt, who 
dubs himself ‘The Thin Man,” 
contributed a sometimes ethe¬ 
real, always entertaining score 
that enhances game play more 
than it intrudes. 

Starship is an enormous 
game the type of which gamers 
have never seen before from 
Merit Software. The variety of 
elements (12 civilizations, 36 
stcirship weapons, etc.) offers a 
lot of diversity and personaliza¬ 
tion from the start. Starship is 
completely open-ended so that 
the player might choose any 
commander, crew and weapons 
and have a good chance to 
succeed. 

The copy protection uses that 
hard-to-read brown no-copy 
paper, but that and the steep 
learning curve are the only real 
drawbacks. Starship has a lot 
of depth and enjoyment to 
entertain fans and newcomers 
to the genre. Are you ready to 
take command? 

— Russ Ceccola 


Reproduced with permission from Electronic Games, USA. 



















With a gun in each 
hand and a mean 
pair of shades. 
Virtuoso does its 
best to put big hair 
on to the PC 
games map. 


Virtuoso 



D oom clones are ten a penny 
these days; Quarantine (Doom 
in a taxi), Heretic (Doom with 
crossbows), Corridor 7 (Doom 
without the fun), and Dark 
Forces (Doom with stormtroopers). Vir¬ 
tuoso is a sort of sub-Doom, with long hair. 

The gameplay is simple in the extreme. 
For your money, you get three scenarios 
(Haunted House, Marine and Mars), each 
with eight levels of mind-blowing tedium. 

Old as the hills 

Move the character around this 3D(ish) 
world, find the exit to the next level, shoot 
the monsters who crawl, fly or lumber 
towards you, pick up the power-ups, con¬ 
sult the map and so on. Meet bigger mon¬ 
sters. Throw a few smart bombs... on and 
on, ad nauseam. Years of planning went 
into the gameplay — I don’t think. 


Below: lookout! He’s behind you. The tension 
mounts to unbearable levels ... 



Still, you can get away with simple, old- 
as-the-hills gameplay if the implementa¬ 
tion is any good. Unfortunately, Virtuoso 
can’t even manage that. 

Moving the main character around is a 
trial. It’s difficult to work out which posi¬ 
tion he’s going to swap to next, and, no, you 
can’t see much ahead of you when he’s 
standing mid-screen. You can’t move and 
shoot, you can only crouch and spray bul¬ 
lets in a clumsy, random arc, which slows 
the game down enormously. If you want 
reflex-damaging arcade action, you won’t 
find it here. Visually it’s a mess. Our hero’s 
variable positions are crude and unhelpful: 
if you can imagine a ‘flick-character’ in the 
same way we used to have ‘flick-scrolling’ 
then you’ll get my drift. A good sprite 
would have been a better start than this 
crudely digitised character — with or 
without the mean pair of shades. 

Thai dyed suicide ... 

There are some nicely designed settings. I’ll 
give it that. But I’d have thought most 
people would have got the general idea that 
flat, single level 3D games were old hat, in 
the post-Doom 1990s. Up close the whole 
thing pixellates like a mathematician’s acid 
trip, and the animation of the monsters (the 
birds in particular) reminds me of some 
third-grade shareware. 

Even the sound is a let-down. Whether 
you like the various tracks by ‘Thai Dyed 


Suicide’ is up to you. If it was up to me ... 
Anyway, it would help if the sound effects 
worked properly. I had no luck whatsoever 
with anything other than a true Sound 
Blaster — so watch out if you happen to 
have a clone card. 

I’ve tried hard. I’ve sat up nights sweating 
to find one good thing to say about Vir¬ 
tuoso. I can’t. The best thing I could say 
about it is some of the later levels do get to 
be quite tough, bringing the game to life a 
little. But, oh boy, the fun you have to go 
through to get there... 

This is just one of those games that starts 
off disappointing and never gets any better. 
Come back Dr Radiaki, (see page 73) all is 
forgiven. Even Gametek’s Corridor 7 is 
starting to look entertaining. Well, 
bearable, at least. 

O John Bennett 


Above: there 
I was, mind¬ 
ing my own 
business, 
and I nearly 
get run down 
by some big 
red biker 
geezers from 
Mars. 

Above left: 

I’m dreaming. 
This is not 
happening to 
me. Oh, the 
indignity of 
being chased 
by a snow¬ 
man. 



Sub-standard in 
almost every respect. 



Minimum PC: 


486/25 


Minimum memory: 

4Mb 

Minimum graphics: 

VGA 

Sound: 

Sound Blaster 
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W e’ve all heard the saying “one 
step forward, two steps 
back”. Well, this is my per¬ 
ception of the CD-ROM 
based games market at the 
moment. I believe that the excitement the 
programmers are feeling at being able to 
include full-motion video and masses of 
stereophonic sounds in their games, some¬ 
times suppresses their primary objective; 
that of creating a game worth playing. Sure, 
there are exceptions like Magic Carpet and 
Ecstatica, but until things settle down you 
are going to find games such as Com¬ 
mander Blood on the shelves — a game 
packed with pretty pictures but totally 
devoid of substance. 


a starmap visiting alien 
planets and solving puz¬ 
zles. That, though, is 
where all similarity with 
other games ends and 
the uniqueness of Com¬ 
mander Blood takes 
over. Unique in the sense 
that this is the only game 
I have ever come across 
in which you don’t really 
do anything, apart from 
occasionally flicking a 
marble to interact with 
one of four control con¬ 
soles in your spaceship. 






Looks nice, but 
where’s the game? 


Publisher: Mindscape 


O Mike 
Wigley 


Contact: (01444)246333 


Minimum PC: 

33MHz 486, single speed drive 

Minimum memory: 

4Mb 

Minimum graphics: 

VGA 

Sound: 

Ad Lib, Sound Biaster, Roland 


Step back in time 

The story itself is for once not about world 
domination or money as these things have 
already been achieved by one Bob Mor- 
lock, founder of the Kanary Corporation 
on the planet Corpo. It turns out that Bob 
Morlock is dying, but before he shuffles off 
this mortal coil he wants you, Commander 
Blood, the most perfect cyborg ever cre¬ 
ated, to journey back through time and 
experience on his behalf the sensations of 
the Big Bang — the creation of life itself 
S .0 much for the story. What about the 
game? Well, there’s nothing new on the 
gameplay front. Man, or should I say 
cyborg, flies around 


Automatic 

Everything else in the 
game is automatically 
done for you. Fly to 
another planet? No problem! Flick a 
switch, autopilot engaged, watch some nice 
spiralling lights and, hey presto, you arrive 
at your destination. Missed a clue in the 
game? Don’t worry. Honk, your on-board 
computer kicks in with some advice and 
some humerous hints. If it wasn’t for the 
outrageously weird alien species you meet 
on your travels and the excellent texture- 
mapped graphics,numbness would set in a 
lot sooner than it does. 

I might be misguided, but I’ve always 
been under the impression that an adven¬ 
ture game should tax your brain and 
encourage a little lateral thinking. 

Unfortunately, Commander Blood does 
no such thing. It’s more like an interac¬ 
tive childrens book than a game. 
But at £45? I don’t really 
think so. 


Above: weird and wonderful aliens can be found 
on their equally weird and wonderful planets. 


Price: 




£44.99 






















REVIEWED THIS ISSUE 



W e don’t give PC Review Recom¬ 
mended awards to many games, 
but you can be assured that those 
that do get this accolade will be, in our 
opinion, outstanding in all areas. A PC 
Review Recommended award is a guar¬ 
antee of excellence. 

The Recommended scheme 

Not only do you have the advantage of 
knowing that Recommended games are 
currently the best in their class, but we give 
you the chance to win a copy of each PC 
Review Recommended title. We have five 
copies of each newly Recommended game 
to give away to the winners of this compe¬ 
tition. 

How to enter 

If you’d like to win a copy of Wing Com¬ 
mander 3 or Panzer General, this month’s 
Recommended games, simply answer the 
questions printed on the entry coupons 
and send your entry on the back of a post¬ 
card or sealed envelope to PC Review Rec¬ 
ommended, Priory Court, 30-32 
Farringdon Lane, London ECIR 3AU. 

The closing date is February 10,1995, 
and any entries received after this date 
won’t be eligible for the draw. The winners 
will be the first five correct entries drawn 
at random after the closing date. 

All normal competition rules apply — 
particularly the one about not sending in 
multiple entries. 

I—i 'W I IM — I 

Wing Commander 3 

(CD only, Pentium recommended) 

Answer the question below and send this 
form (or a photocopy if you don't want to 
spoil the magazine) to PC Review 
Recommended, Priory Court, 30-32 
Farringdon Lane, London ECIR 3AL), to 
reach us by February 10, 1995, and your 
entry will be placed in the prize draw. 

Q; Mark Hamill is the star of Wing 
Commander 3, but what other PC game 
did he lend his vocal talents to? 

A: TIE Fighter □ 

B: Leisure Suit Larry 6 O 

C: Gabriel Knight G 

Name. 

Address . 


G Data protection: tick this box if you do 
not wish to receive further information 
from companies associated with this 
competition. 

□ I am under 18 O 1 am 18 or over 


THE BEST OF THE 
EAST THREE MONTHS 

Little Big Adventure 
Electronic Arts, £44.99 

Hopelessly cute, horribly addictive iso¬ 
metric adventure from Adeline Soft¬ 
ware, the company formed from 
programmers and artists who worked 
on Alone in the Dark 1. Gorgeous 
SVGA graphics, arcade action, puzzles 
and atmosphere — LBA's got the lot. 

Magic Carpet 
Electronic Arts, £44.99 

Bullfrog's spectacular action game is set 
in an Arabian Nights-style world where 
wizards battle for supremacy from the 
relative precariousness of their flying 
carpets. The 3D world is breath-taking 
and the action fast-paced as you kill 
monsters and dogfight with your rivals. 

Transport Tycoon 
MicroProse, £44.99 

Best described as a cross between Sim 
City and Railroad Tycoon, this elegant 
and detailed sim puts you in charge of a 
transport company. The aim, beat your 
business rivals and provide the best bus, 
train, lorry and plane service in the area. 


— W I IM — 

Panzer General 

Answer the question below and send this 
form (or a photocopy if you don't want to 
spoil the magazine) to PC Review 
Recommended, Priory Court, 30-32 
Farringdon Lane, London ECIR 3AU, to 
reach us by February 10, 1995, and your 
entry will be placed in the prize draw. 

Q; Panzer General was developed by SSI. 
SSI stands for: 

A: Strategic Simulations Inc. O 

B: Strategy Software Inc. 

C; Several Sad Idiots O 

Name. 

Address . 


d Data protection: tick this box if you do 
not wish to receive further information 
from companies associated with this 
competition. 

□ I am under 18 O I am 18 or over 


Disk-based games 


Rating 

The Lion King 

Virgin 

7 

Midway 

Turcan Research 

5 

Power Drive 

US Gold 

5 

CD-based games 


Rating 

Panzer General 

Mindscape 

9 

Wing Commander 3 

Electronic Arts 

9 

King's Quest VII 

Sierra 

8 

Alone in the Dark 3 

Infogrames 

8 

Death Gate 

Accolade 

8 

Dragon Lore 

Mindscape 

7 

NASCAR Racing 

Virgin 

7 

Cyberia 

Interplay 

6 

Wolf 

US Gold 

6 

Fortress of Dr Radiaki 

Merit 

6 

Menzoberranzan 

Mindscape 

6 

Rise of the Robots 

Time Warner 

6 

Voyeur 

Interplay 

5 

Commander Blood 

Mindscape 

4 

Virtuoso 

Elite 

3 



PC REVIEW PLAYIIST 


Christina Erskine 
Oh, she’s at it again. Our very own 
SimCity fanatic has been very anti¬ 
social of late, thanks to the arrival 
of SimCity 2000 for Windows, 
SimCity 2000 CD and, worst of all, 
the Urban Renewal Kit (previewed 
page 96). It's a miracle Christina 
managed to write anything, eh? 

John Bennett 

John loves nothing better than a 
game of Doom, so to keep him 
happy we let him review Doom- 
alikes Dr Radiaki and Virtuoso. But 
being the miserable old git that he 
is, he decided that neither came up 
to scratch. Typical. He quite liked 
NASCAR (page 78) though. 

Cal Jones 

It's been an up-and-down month for 
our resident sociopath, what with 
the exciting Alone in the Dark 3 
(page 32), the rather good Death 
Gate (page 62), the not bad Dragon 
Lore (page 68) and the, er, not 
quite so good Power Drive (page 
79). You win some, you lose some. 

Tony Dillon 

Once again, Tony of the lustrous 
locks has been sweating away over 
the monstrous, semi-sentient 
colossus that is our cover disk edit¬ 
ing machine. But as always, he has 
come up with a fine set of demos 
including Psycho Pinball, Cannon 
Fodder 2 and Wing Commander III. 
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UTILITIES/GRAPHICS/CAD 

•10309 Magic Desk, superb menu front end 
•10530 Automenu, super menu maker 
•10517 Powermenu Plus, menuing & more! (2) 
•10518 Quik Menu III, graphical menu maker 
10127 Screen Thief, grabs any screen 
9568 Explosive! outstanding screen blanker 
9750 Disk Duplicator, any format fast! 

12259 Easy Format, for easy formatting 
9854 LQ, famous dot matrix print enhancer 
12272 Integrity Master, anti-virus tool 
9412 McFee's anti-virus toolkit (2) 

• 9932 PKLite, great .exe file compressor 
9438 PKMenu, front end menu for PKZip etc 

•10023 PKZip\PKUnzip, file compression utils 
9880 Maxiform, more disk space formatter 
2295 Envision, outstanding graphics DTP (2) 
•11219 Neopaint, great painting\drawing program 
•11210 Neobook, presentation package & more! 
11181 Circuit Designer & PC Schematic 
10920 Fractinct, famous fractal viewer 
10751 Postmaster, the poster maker 
•10764 PrintPartner. for banners, signs and calenders 
•10634 Draft Choice, easy to use CAD system 
10647 EEDRAW, ideal for electronic schematics 
•10699 PC Draft Cad, full powerful CAD program 
10829 Dancad 3D, wire frame graphics 
10673 Flodraw, produce flow charts\org charts 
10673 Home Plan, for the DIY guy! 

10712 PC Graphit. for easy graph production 
10608 Alchemy, image file format convertor 
11232 Graphics Workshop.image manipulator etc 
CLIPART and Gifs: Numerous PCX image 
collections and thousands of Gif images - please ring! 

DESKTOP ACCESSORIES 

9516 Ample Notice, appointments manager 
11908 BlacqueBook, for addresses\te!e nos 
11921 Business Calculator, for the finance man 
11934 Calendar Mate, calender\scheduler\tick!er 
8047 Calendar Keeper, calendar database 
11947 Dr Memory, for appointments & events 
12207 Early Bird, UK calendarUickler etc 
7280 Time Lord, UK persona! organiser 
12077 Friday, TSR calendar\organiser 
11986 Organise, memos, events, appointments 

ASTRONOMYNRADIO/COMMS 

14508 ACE, mapper, ephemeris & database 
14534 Deep Space, star maps, planets etc 
13737 Night Sky, star mapper & plotter (2) 
13740 Skyglobe.high resolution star gazer! 

8801 Amateur Radio Log 
8013 SuperMorse, morse tutorial collection 
15314 Telemate 15301 Eazilink 

•15431 Odyssey (2) 15379 QModem (2) 

•15353 EasyDial, directory \telephone dialler 
15457 Eazihost BBS 15483 Sapphire BBS 
15470 Wildcat BBS (2) 15496 RBBS (2) 

SPREADSHEETS & STATISTICS 

• 1014 AsEasyAsV5.5 1027 Expresscalc (2) 
1131 Pivot 1092 Onside, printing utils 

1196 Promatheus, mathematician's calculator 

• 1066 KwikStat, comprehensive stats package 
3588 Arcus-Pro Il.top UK stats program (3) 
1118 PC-Stat, statistical reports program 
3601 Microstats, fast statistical analysis 
3614 Survey, for questionnaire analysis 
3637 Easistat\plot,analysis & graphing (2) 
3630 Mathsplot, define/plots functions 

3633 Zgraf, create/print maths graphs 

3634 Simstat, menued stats analysis 
3636 Confusion & Light, fractal generator 
3639 Recursive Realm, fractal system 
3642 Mandelbrot Magic, generator 

DATABASES 

• 1820 DTSearch, for powerful text retrieval 

• 4381 PC-Fiie V5, powerful best seller (2) 

• 3042 PC-File V7,new graphical interface(2) 

• 4264 File Express, powerful menu-driven (2) 
3029 Fastfile, fast, small & easy 

4251 DLite, pop-up desk top database! 

4303 Information Please! freeform text etc 
4368 Wampum, dBase 3 compatible database 

• 4433 Zephyr. Fox-pro compatible database(3) 
4212 Cardex Rotary File.simple to use 
4225 Data Pal, ideal listMabel manager 


Fax is Fast! Fax 


4290 Freeform, easy data entry\retrieval 
4238 PickDB, easy beginners database 
4563 Scraps, super random info manager 
4576 JEPRS, bibliographic database system 
4589 BIBL, bibliographic database system 
4537 Research, evidence\research database 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

• 5941 Home Finance Companion UK, superb! 
6058 Loan Payment Calculator 

6253 Page Cheque Manager. home\business 
6097 PC-Budget, home\business accounts 
6279 Trinity, UK home accounts 
6305 Personal Portfolio Manager 
5928 Capital Gainz, portfolio manager 
6292 Share Genius. UK share tracker 
5668 Noyes Investment Ledger 
7816 Wall Street, investment tracker 

GENEALOGY 

• 8034 Brothers Keeper, V5.1 latest version (3) 

• 8645 Trees II. proven UK package 

8710 Family History 8684 Genie Genie 
8216 Rootsmaster 8647 Family Ties 
8243 Family Scrapbook 9256 Cumberland Tree 
8671 Pedigree, for pet owners\breeders 

HOME & HOBBY 

9204 Knitwear Sweater Designer, hand\machine 
8021 BABY! 12.000 names list 

• 8723 Organise! your book collection 

• 8765 Organise! your record collection 

• 9009 Organise! yor classical records 

• 9282 Organise! your photographs 

• 9283 Organise! any collection (Windows) 

• 8827 Video Collector • 8996 Stamp Collector 
4307 Club Membership 8554 Home Contents 
9074 Birdbase. for birdwatching enthusiasts 
9022 Matchmaker, sports league\match maker 
9033 Blazon, Heraldic design & drawing 
8918 Football Forecaster, UK pools program 
8840 Punters Pal. UK racing form analysis 
8879 Golf Performance analyser 

8658 Cricket Master, cricket scorer\database 
8567 Meal Master, recipe database 
8151 Personal Nutrltlonallst, diet analyser 
8268 The Better Diet Analyser 
9035 Foodease, UK nutrition\food\diet\ 
recipe database, great new arrival! 

8931 Edna’s Cookbook, cookery database 

8932 Ednas Recipe Collection, for above(4) 
8606 Book Librarian 8203 Resume Master 
9217 Astromart, astrological chart maker 
9230 Astro, astrological analysis program 
9807 Book of Changes, I Ching 

9178 By the Numbers, numerology 
9139 Personal Tarot 9126 Mayan Calendar 
8060 CD-Master, CDVtape indexer etc 
8073 Coinbase 2.3, collectors database 
8036 Collector, collectibles database 
8177 Postbase, stamp collection manager 
8619 Photo Equipment Database 
8281 VC Library, video cataloguer 
8138 Household Register, home inventory 
8853 Vino:File, for the wine cellar 
8944 Bible Student, King James version(4) 
8003 Omnimeal, meal planning\cooking 

8006 CompuChef, recipe\meai managemwnt 

8007 UK Lottery Predicter, for winners! 

WORD PROCESSING ETC 

2716 Eagleword, superfast WP! 

2715 Fred, Full WP for children 
2714 Kids WP. with icons,large print 

2717 BREEZE, powerfuheasy new WP 

• 1911 Galaxy-Lite, best selling WP 
2587 Wordmaster, easy to use WP 
1690 20-20, Large type WP 

2080 KwikWrite, executive WP 
2119 EDT, scientific word processor 
2808 tntext. multi-lingual WP 
2821 RGB-TechWriter, technical WP 
1755 TV Script producer 
2418 Screenplay Formatter 

• 2834 Sharespell, ASCII spellchecker 
2054 Jorj Dictionary, (3.5 ” disk only) 

2253 Readability Plus, style analyser 
2548 Thesaur Plus, for elusive words 


BUSINESS-ACCOUNTING & GENERAL 

• 7241 MS-Property Letting System, new 
7579 ProQuote, UK estimates\quotes (2) 

6812 ZlPO, UK superb contact manager 

• 7618 ESP, UK powerful contact mgr (3) 

7524 AIM, delegated tasks tracker 
6617 AppTRAK, applicant\jobs tracker 
7631 Perbase, UK personnel database 
7644 SBase, UK staff attendance system 
6630 AttendX, attendanceMeave monitor 
6656 Contact Plus, contact\client manager 
6669 Costbiz. job cost program 

6877 Easy Project, project management 
6890 Optima, project management tool 
6734 MT-Tracker, client\project traoker 
6942 Formgen\FormFill, forms designer (2) 
6773 PC-Mechanic, workshop repairs manager 
6747 Pay-UP! invoicing\customer DBfVlS 
6786 PC-Shift, job shift scheduler 
7007 Personnel Supervisor, database 
6799 Powerquote, quotation\invoicing system 
6994 Professional Scheduler 
7033 Reservation Assistant, resource manager 
6825 Sales-Biz. sales tracker 
7059 Service Call Manager 
7592 SuperStock. UK inventory manager 
7567 Hotel & Public House inventory 
7683 Price Tracker,suppliers\prices\clients(2) 
7696 Plant Maintenance, equipment & plant (2) 
7696 FAR, (UK) fixed assets register 
6903 Taskman, task & project tracker 
6916 Taskmaster, project manager 
6838 TBS Vehicle Maintenance system 
7111 Work Queue, task\project\staff scheduler 
7772 Courier, outstanding UK mailing database 
7748 Label Magic, graphic label generator 
6643 Catalogue, make electronic catalogue 

• 5239 MS-Cashflow Calculator (UK) 

• 4904 MS-Point of Sale Invoicing (UK) 

• 4305 MS-Inventory Manager, & invoicing too! 

• 4306 MS-Hiring Manager, equipment rental\hire 

• 4307 MS-Club Manager, Membership & invoicing 

• 4308 Car Sales Manager, for the car showroom 

• 4309 MS-Vehicle Maint reminder\maileAdatabase 

• 5005 Freeway Ledgermaster, latest version(3) 

• 5018 Freeway Cashbook, easy to use (3) 

• 5031 Freeway PAYE-Master,UK flexible (2) 

• 5057 Page Financial Controller, powerful (2) 

• 7891 Profitability, accounting & job costing 

• 5642 Invoicemaster, accounting & inventory 

WINDOWS PROGRAMS 

ActionList 200, personal time manager 
Smart Accounts, UK for home & business 
TopDrawer, superb new drawing program 
SmartCat Plus, superb disk cataloguer 
MoneySmith, home\ business accounts 
Above & Beyond, task scheduler etc 
Parity, stock charting\tech analysis 
Hi-Finance, menu driven finance tools 
PC-Project, critical path mangmnt tool 
Wynfields, powerful relational database 
Windows Reminder, graphical time mngmnt 
Address Manager, addresses\auto-dialler 
WinCheck, cheque account manager 
Astral Windows, popular astrology prog 
Chartist, create org\flow charts etc 
Chemical, molecular modelling program 
Chess for Windows Draughts for Windows 
Mahjongg for Windows 
My Diary, combo diary & scrapbook 
Winspell. spell checker 
Pools Plan, be a winner 
Winfract, Windows version of Fractinct 
TommySoftCAD, CAD\Design program 
Paint Shop-Pro, image edit\convertor 
Graphics Workshop for Windows 
Win Batch, complete batch language! 
Mandlebrot Set, fractal image generator 
Lorenz Attractor, pattern generator 
FractalVision, creates fractals for 3.1 
UK Lottery, prediction, for Windows 3.1 

FUN & GAMES 

ARCADE GAMES: 

• Commander Keen I, • Commander Keen II, 

• Duke Nukem, Captain Comic, • Arctic 
Adventure, • Crystal Caves, • Wolfenstein 


your credit card orders to 081-776 8477 






per disk (or less - see offers) 
including postage and VAT 
f 5.25” users ^ 

please telephone 


3D, Dark Ages, • Paganitzu, • Pharoahs 
Tomb, • Cosmos Adventures,Capture the 
Flag, Hexxagon, Jetpak, Major Stryker, 
Phylox, Jill of The Jungle, Dare to Dream, 
Ford Sim II,Keen Dreams, Rescue Rover 
(£1.80 each or any 10 of the above for £14.99) 

• Doom (3) Duke Nukem II (2) 

Ford Simulator III Monster Bash (1.44MB) 
Kens Labyrinth (1.44mb) 

Halloween Harry (1.44MB) 

Solar Winds(1.44MB) 

-Zone 66 (1.4MB) 

SIMULATION GAMES: 

Bumper Games Pack NO. 1 comprising 
Grand Prix, 

Goal!, Sticky Wicket, World Cup Cricket, 
Railroad Simulation, Rockstar, Bass Tour, 
Bass Class, PC-Pro Golf, Soccer. 

All 10 GAMES FOR £12.50! (Titles also sold 
separately) 

WAR GAMES: 

Bumper Games Pack NO 2. 

Battle for Atlantis, 

Scorched Earth, Global Warfare, 

Napeolonic Battles 

Battle of Midway, Battleground WW III, Frigate, 
Big 3 WW ll,World Empire, War of the Mages. 
ALL 10 GAMES FOR £12.50! (Titles also sold 
separately). 

TEXT ADVENTURES: 

Avaricus Hugo III 

Colossal Cave Hugo II 

MISC/WORDGAMES: 

Crossword Creator Crossword Solver 
Namegram, anagram generator 


lilies JOT 
Business 
Leisure 
Pleasure 


CrisCros, crossword generator (2) 

Go!, exciting oriental strategy game 
Blackjack, good graphics 
Patience Games Pack 
Powerchess, challenging ! Chess Tutor 
Mahjongg Cribbage 

MVP Bridge, learn Bridge the easy way 

EDUCATIONAL SOFTWARE 

PRESCHOOL/PRIMARY: 

• Hooray for Henrietta VGA 

• Henriettas Books of Spells VGA 

• Count & Add 

ABC Funkeys, 2-5 toddlers delight! 

Amy’s First Primer Andy’s Word games 
Berts Dinosaurs, kids colouring program 
Berts African Animals, kids colouring program 
Berts Christmas for kids, another in the series! 
Animated Maths Animated Memory Game 
Animated Shapes Animated Alphabet 
Dinosaur Database, entertaining game 
Word Gallery. word\picture matching game 
Multiplication Primer, tables learner 
The Driller, arithmetic drill for youngsters 
Snakes, fun sumes for Kids 
Tell the Time Kid Games 

JUNIOR: 

Maths Workout, all age maths driller 
Maths Castle, arithmetic skills game 

• Word Rescue Spellbound 

• Maths Rescue Adventure Maths 

Word Games Collection for juniors 
Monarch, UK monarchs qui 2 \database 
Flags, of the world plus a quiz 

Googol Review, math games compendium 
Googol Maths Games, plus test & tutorial 
Animal Quest, food chain ecology game 
Childrens graphics, drawing & colouring 
Mighty Maths, table tutor & test mode 


i4'.-S 


Metric Measurement Tutor 

Punctuate, interactive grammar turor 
Balloon Speller, three spelling games 
Spelling Bee, vocabulary builder 
Weekly Speller, spelling tutor, 

SENIOR: 

Chronos, historical dates\relationships 

Calfacts GCSE Physics V4.0 
Calfacts GCSE Mathematics (self tutors) 
Calfacts Computer Studies 
Caltest GCSE Integrated Science 
DC1, introduction to DC electronics 
DC Circuit Analysis, inci computer circuits 
Senior Physics Facts, hypertext tutorial 
Algebrax, interactive algebra tutorial 
Calculus Tutor Electronics Tutor 

German GCSE French GCSE 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

PC-AI, tutorial & instruction composer 
PREP, question authoring system 
Q & A Study, testing\quiz compiler 
Quizmaster, create & play quizzes 
Testwriter, test writing program 
Capworld, geography trivia game 
Trivia Quiz, complete your own quiz 
DOS Users Guide, great on-line aid 
PC-Glossary, computer terms explained 
Pc Musician, PC music writer 
Pianoman, compile & edit tunes 
Noteworthy, write & print music 

TYPING TUTORS: 

Pc-Fastype, Touch Typing Tutor, Type-trek 

(each title consist of one disk) 




CD ROMS NOTE! 

The Price you see is the price you pay! All CD 
ROM prices are inclusive of postage and VAT. 
(Overseas please add £4) 

CD ROM GAMES 


Seventh Guest .19.95 

Kings Quest VII.26.95 

Rebel Assault.32.00 

Day of the Tentacle .24.95 

Dracula Unleashed .27.95 

Doom II .42.00 

Legend of Kyrandia.24.95 

Indiana Jones & Atlantis.21.95 

Mad Dog Mcree II.27.50 

Rise of the Robots .39.00 

Strike Commander.39.00 

Sim City 2000 .29.95 

Ultima 8 Pagan .34.95 

Theme Park.33.00 

Under a Killing Moon .43.00 


Adventures in Heaven 2.15.99 

CICA Windows CICA 94 3 disk set.19.95 

Clipart Extravaganza.32.00 

Clipart Warehouse.11.75 

Clipart Heaven.26.00 

Font Heaven.15.00 

Gifs Galore!.18.00 

Gifs Galaxy .14.99 

Too Many Typefonts.13.95 

Dr Communciations.15.95 

Dr Games for Windows.15.95 

Dr Graphics.15.95 

Dr Shareware III .15.95 

Dr Windows III .15.95 

Cookbook Heaven 2.15.95 

Ham Radio .14.00 

Libris Brittania III (with book) .34.00 

Night Owl 14 .27.50 

Shareware Heaven 3.17.95 

Shareware Overload (triple).19.50 . 

Simtel 94 (2 disks) .15.50 

Solar Heaven.13.50 

Windoware .13.50 


Arthurs Teacher Trouble .23.00 

Beauty & the Beast.19.95 

Berlitz French Superb 8 disk set!.110.00 

Berlitz Think & Talk Spanish .110.00 

Berlitz Think & Talk German .110.00 

Comptons Interactive 95 . 29.95 

Just Grandma & Me .25.50 

Groliers Encyclopaedia .29.95 

Mavis Beacon Typing Tutor .29.99 

McMillans Childrens Dictionary.22.00 

Microsoft Encarta 95 .59.95 

Microsoft Dinosaurs.44.00 

Microsoft Dangerous Creatures .44.50 

Microsoft Ancient Lands.44.50 

Microsoft Art Gallery.47.50 

Microsoft Cinemania.47.50 

Microsoft Musical Instruments .47.50 

Ultimate Human Body.58.00 

The Way things Work.58.00 

Incredible Amazing Dictionary.45.00 

Encylopaedia of Science .82.00 

William Shakespeare complete works .. .39.95 
World Atlas .25.95 


Lj-.; 


T. 


SHAREWARE CD ROM 

Adventures in Heaven .15.99 


EDUCATIONAL CD ROM 

Animals of San Diego Zoo.19.95 




No stamp needed (UK only excluding Isle of Man) 

Send your order and cheques payable to: 

ENSIGN SYSTEMS (PPC) 
FREEPOST LONDON SE26 
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DISK CATALOGUE (send 90p in stamps) 

SPECIAL OFFER - Choose 12 Disks for only £24.00 or 18 Disks for only £36.00! 
We supply Registered Versions too! 

Titles marked thus (•) are readily available. Ring for latest prices. 

Note: Some titles contain more than 1 disk (see bracket). Price is per disk. 
Shareware programs are supplied on an evaluation basis. 

To continue using a program separate payment to the author is required. 


OUR PRICES 

Single disk prices as follows: 

Disks E Free 

Ordered Cost Disks 

3 disks 8.80 

4 disks 11.00 

5 disks 12.50 

6 disks 14.75 

7 disks 17.65 

8 disks 20.00 2 

9 disks 22.50 2 

10 disks 25.00 2 

12-24 disks - See special offers 

28-f- disks - 1.85 Each 
All prices inclusive of VAT & Postage 


Credit Card Order Line - 081-778 2871 8am ’til late! 















































































Order hotline. 



0793 514188 



Powerful Baftware far Powerful PC Systems 



□ Microsoft ENCARTA ’95 cd rom 

The most up to date Encyclopedia available on CD 
Rom. Includes hundreds of megabytes of infomalion, 
animations, sound and picture files. 

Only £49.00 ex. VAT 
£57.57 inc. VAT 



□ ADULT SENSATION 


NEW! NEW! NEW! 

Over 3000 high quality GIF images on CD all in 
glorious 256 colours. 

Just £16.97 e.K. VAT 
£19.99 inc. VAT 



□ IMAGINE OBJECTS 

A collection of over 40 great 3D objects for use in 
huo^ine as featured on PC Format cover disc. 


Only £14.46 ex. VAT 
£17.00 inc. VAT 



NEW! NEW! NEW! 


Over 200 classic Spectrum games with the emulator on 
one CD. All the classics are here. A great buy at just 

£17.00 ex. VAT 
£19.99 inc. VAT 






□ Microsoft DINOSAURS cd rom 

A superb educational and reference title. Learn about 
every dinosaur, how they lived, what they ate, and 
why they died. A superb title lor all the family. 

Only £34.00 ex. VAT 
£39.95 inc. VAT 



□ WS CLIPART CD ROM 

Contains over 25,000 clipart images. 

Colour and Mono 

There’s no better value Clipart CD. 

Only £S.5 lex. VAT 
£9.99 inc. VAT 



□ DOOM II 

Doom is the most addictive PC game available. Fea- 
tuies unreal 3D graphics and superb sound. Requires 
4Mb Ram. 

□ CD Rom version £39.00 ex. VAT £45.52 inc. VAT 

□ 3.5” version £36.00 ex. VAT £42.30 inc. VAT 



□ Microsoft CONSUMER PAR 

Contains MS Publisher, MS Golf, and Microsoft 
Works V.3. and MS Money. The complete office 
suite. Don't miss this offer all the above I’or 

£99.00 ex. VAT 
£116.32 inc VAT -t- £4.00 P&P 



□ THE CHESSMASTER 3000 cd rom 

Features Chess Tutor, Teaching Display. An operat¬ 
ing library of over 150.000 moves. Up to 10 players, 
stunning graphics and more. 

□ CD Rom version £17.01 ex. VAT £19.99 inc. VAT 
D Floppy version £16.16 ex. VAT £18.99 inc. VAT 




□ THE LION KING CLIPART 

Over 130 coloui' images. Create for DTP or Painting 
packages 

Order code: PLKA7.2 

Only £5.95 ex. VAT 
£7.00inc. VAT 



Over 600 pre-written business letters, you simply fill 
in the gaps. From disputing your phone bill to sacking 
an employee, they’re all here, over 600 of them. 

Only £3.40 ex. VAT 
£4.00 inc. VAT 



□ GFX SENSATION cd rom 

Superb new CD title containing hundreds of great 
Imagine objects. Lightwave objects, Graphics tools, 
24bit Images etc. 

□ CD Rom version £16.97 ex. VAT £19.99 inc. VAT 



□ COVERGIRL STRIP POKER cd rom 

Play poker against eight beautiful women, including 
Maria Whittaker & Trine Michelsen. Features over 
15 minutes of video, 3 players. 6 mu.sic tracks and a 
choice of language. 

Only £17.01 exc. VAT £19.99 inc. VAT 



□ 50 WINDOWS GAMES 

Over 50 great arcade games foi' Windows. Includes; 
Battle Zone. Asteroids. Missile-Command. Space 
Invaders and loads more. Order Code PWDG10-3 

Only£H.5l e.\c. VAT 
£9.99 inc. VAT 


Deluxe 


^18)^ 

"^Tib l^^oker 2 


□ DELUXE STRIP POKER 2 

Play poker against some of the most glamorous 
women in the world. Various opponents to play 

Only £10.21 exc. VAT 
£12.00 inc. VAT 



□ WINDOWS WALLPAPER 


A collection of three disks containing over 25 
stunning wallpaper images of glamour girls for use in 
Windows. 

Only £8.51 ex. VAT 
£10.00 inc. VAT 



□ PANASONIC CD ROM DRIVES 

THE WORLD’S MOST POPULAR CD ROM 

□ PANASONIC TWIN SPEED m.OO ex. VAT 

□ CD ROM & ENCYCLOPEDIA £99.m ex. VAT 

□ CD ROM & 3 CD TITLES £/09.«« ex. VAT 



□ DISTANT SUNS V2 cd rom 

Distant Suns 2 for Window.s is a cojnplete Astronomy 
package. Track planets, look at star systems and solai' 
systems, also features a huge amount of information 
on our solar system. 

Only £25.53 ex. VA T £29.99 inc. VAT 



□ SOUNDBLASTER CARDS 

THE BEST SOUNDCARDS IN THE WORLD 

□ SOUNDBIasler 16 £72 ex. VAT £114.60 inc. VAT 

□ SOUNDBIasterl6.SCSIf/29ex. VAT £151.57inc. VAT 

□ AWE 32 Sound Card £IS5 ex. VAT £217.37 inc. VAT 



□ CENTREFOLD SQUARES 

There's nothing more relaxing than sitting in front of 
your PC with a pint of best and having a game of 
Centrefold Squares. 

Only £8.51 ex. VAT 
£10.00 inc. VA T 



□ MITSUMI TRIPLE SPEED ROM 

The Mitsumi Triple Speed CD ROM drive in the 
most cost effective Triple speed drive on the market. 


□ TRIPLE SPEED DRIVE £129 + vat 

□ ENHANCED IDE CONTROLLER £.‘>9 +vat 



□ PANASONIC TWIN SPEED CD ROM DRIVE 

THE WORLD’S BEST SELLING DOUBLE SPEED, MULTI SESSION CD ROM DRIVE 

□ PANASONIC DOUBLE SPEED DRIVE £09.00 e.x. VAT £104.57 inc. VAT £QQ nf] t "W A T 

□ OPTIONAL CD ROM CONTROLLER TlO.OOcx.VAT £11.75 inc. VAT V/\.l 

□ OPTIONAL SB 16 Sound Card/Conliollei- £70.00 e.x. VAT £02.25 inc. VAT £104.57 + £7.00 P&P 
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CO ROM DRIVES, SOUIMO C/\RDS, CO ROM SOFTW/KRE. 


Priority Order Farm 

Name. 

Address. 


PC Model. Payment. 

Credit Card No. 

Exp. 

Goods are not sold on a trial basis. 

ALL TITLES ARE FULL VERSIONS, UNLESS STATED. 

Please add a total of £1.00 per item ordered for Delivery in the UK & Mainland. 
Most orders are despatched within 48 hours. 

Free blank disks with orders over £35 only apply to UK orders. 


Oirdlt^r VmHiyK© 


QTY 

INC VAT I 

Total goods value 


= £ 

INC VAT I 

Postage & Packing 

Software & CD Rom lilies add £1,00 per ilern. 

Sound Ciirds add £4,00 

CD Rom Drives add £7.00 

All postage cosl.t include VAT 

= £ 

Amount enclosed 

= £ 

CALCULATING THE V.A.T. 

SIMPLY MULTIPLY THE GOODS VALUE BY 1.175 
(EG: £49 X 1.175 = £57.57) + P&P 


Ordering by Pdst 

Simply send ii.s a written order with a list of the di.sk.s you require, or 
.simply tick the boxes of (he titles you require, 1111 in your name and 
addrc.s,s, remove or photocopy this page and send it alonii with riill 
payment to; EPIC MARKETING, 138-139 VICTORIA RD, S'WINDON, 
WILTSHIRE, SNI 3BU. 

Coilecling Disks 

PD disks can be collected same day. but if your order is quite large, 
please plionc in a few hours previou.s to pick-iip. 

Overseas Orders 

Overseas orders arc welcome, A minimum of 5 lilies applies. Ovcrscics 
please add £1.00 to each lloppy disk based item ordered for 1st cla.ss 
delivery, and £2.00 per CD Rom title ordered. 

Postage & Packing 

Please add £1,00 per item, for postage and packing in (he UK and 
Mainland. 

Compatibility 

All titles advertised work on any PC with a 386 or 486 processor and 
VGA or SVGA graphics, unless staled. Most titles support 
SoundBlaster. 4Mb RAM recommended. 

Ordering by Phone 

To place an order over ilic phone simply call any lime between 9.30 & 
5.30pm Monday to Saturday with your credit card details and the disks 
you would like to order, (Ordens can ii.siially be placed up to 6pm every 
evening). 

























































































































































































































It’s dark. It’s dingy. 
It’s dangerous. Cal 
Jones grabs her 
torch to bring you -1 
the full walk¬ 
through guide to 
the mean streets of 
Noctropoiis. . . 


Start 

To begin with, open door and go through. 
Get ticket stub (on table). Get notices. Get 
comic. Go back to shop. Go to porch. Say 
you have the ticket. Get package. Read 
comic. Use silver token. 

Main Street 

Talk to newspaper vendor. Question him 
on all topics. Offer him the comic in 
exchange for the paper. Select ‘travel’ and 
go to the cathedral. 

Outside cathedral 

Move fence to get spike. Get wire. Open the 
access panel on the right statue. Use wire 
and fence spike. Go inside. 

Inside cathedral 

Go into the confessional booth and talk to 
Father Desmond until he gives you the 
jawbone. Return to Main Street. 


Hall of Records 

Enter Hall of Records. Use jawbone. Talk 
to the clerk about the mausoleum. Go to 
mausoleum. 


Stiletto’s apartment 

Talk to the door, then to Stiletto. You can’t 
persuade her to join you at this stage. 


Mausoleum 

Open gate and side door and go inside. 
Look at the tag on the coffin. Move body. 
Take key. Use key. Go to coffim. 

After the succubus attacks, move the 
statue. Get the lace and go down the steps. 
Get the spear from small statue. Move the 
pillow and look at the diary. Use the spear. 
Return to the cathedral. 


Inside cathedral 

Talk to Father Desmond. Look at the altar 
until you find the bomb. Move the pillow. 


Get the detonator. Get the chalice and 
then get the holy water from the font. 
When the succubus is busy fighting 
Stiletto, use the holy water. 

Shadowlair 

Examine the pillars until you find the 
secret compartments. Open them. Get the 
Dark sheer suit and grenade from one, 
then the book and Noctroglyph from the 
other (right of fountain). Go to the Bor- 
nick Mansion. 

Bornick mansion 

Talk to Mrs Bornick and ask about every 
topic. Go to the Sunspire site. 



Sunspire 

Talk to the guard until you find out about 
Sam Jenkins. 

Cygnus 

Talk to Wanda and ask for some iced 
water. Tell her that you’ll help her with the 
air conditioning. Got through the door 
to the right. Talk to Leon. Talk to Stiletto. 
Move switch. 

Go back to the lobby and talk to 
Wanda. Then go and talk to Sam Jenkins. 
Ask about everything then get the clock. 
Return to lobby. Pick up the pass card and 
when Wanda leaves, go to the lift. Use the 
pass card and talk to Ms Shoto. Return to 
lobby and travel to Incarnate offices. 










GAMES 


QED Tips 



Incarnate 

Talk to the guard, then go to the Neon 
Noose and talk to Drake until he mentions 
Nunio Schwarz. 

Sunspire 

Look at the van. Talk to the guard. Talk to 
Stiletto. Go past the guard and walk to the 
lift. Move the bricks, then move the lift 
motor. Get the glass from the bucket and 
the glass cutter from the ground. Exit, then 
travel to the Cygnus building. Return to 
Main Street and talk to the paper vendor 
about the greenhouse. 

Greenhouse 

Use the glass cutter to get into the green¬ 
house. After you’ve been attacked, use the 
liquidark grenade. Go outside, get the 
poster and go to the truck. Get the seeds 
and quick-grow solution. Go back to the 
Shadowlair to heal, then travel to Main 
Street again. Ask the paper vendor about 
the opera, then enter the Hall of Records 
and ask the clerk also. 

Opera 

Ignore the prostitute and go inside. 

Observatory 

Travel to the observatory. Use the Noctro- 
glyph and go through the gate. Use the 


seeds and fast grow to make a hole in the 
wall, go through. The next part requires 
careful timing so save now. First get the 
screwdriver. Then walk from right to left, 
carefully avoiding the beams and get the oil 
can. Get on to the lift, get the logbook and 
use the screwdriver and oil. Get the lens. 
Save again. Then make your way back 
again. Return to the opera. 

Opera 

After being captured by Tophat, ask the 
janitor to help you. Get the knives and a 
brick. Stand on the trap door and use brick. 

In the dressing room, get the make-up 
kit and jewellry. Move the costumes and go 
through. Get the screwdriver and use it. 
Move the valve and get the hose. Outside, 
talk to the gang. Offer them the knives, then 
the jewellery to find out where Stiletto is. 
After returning to the Shadowlair to heal, 
go back to Main Street and ask the vendor 
about the butcher. Go to the butcher. 

Butcher’s 

Ask the butcher about sausages and offer 
him the paper to get some. Go through the 
left door. Get the hook and move the car¬ 
casses. Go down. 

Sewer maze 

After Dr Macabre has tied you to the table, 
move the acid beaker and the cart. Get a 
beaker from the shelf and go through the 
door. Next, use the beaker to get the acid 
and exit right. 

Go through the fan blades. Get the wheel 
and use the shard of glass to cut the rope. 
At this point, go back through the fan and 
use the rope. Exit right. 

Use the acid to cross the water and go 
through the door. Go through the first door 
of the catwalk and get the rebar. Go back 
to the catwalk and use the rebar. Exit left. 
Use the wheel and get the net. Return to the 


room where you found the rebar and go 
through the pipe. Go to the end of the 
tunnel and talk to the creature. Offer him 
the make up. Move the pegs in the door 
until the colours are lined up with the 
arrows. Return to the Shadowlair and heal. 

Dream realm 

Get the paint and go inside Mr Smiles. Go 
into the clown’s mouth and get the pick. 
Exit Mr Smiles. Use the pick to get inside 
the funhouse, then get a match. Go back 
inside Mr Smiles and enter the tower. Get 
the torch. Exit. Move screen and go into 
the thorn forest. Use the match. Get the egg 
sack and a piece of web. Exit. Go back 
inside the tower, use the egg sack and get 
the diamond. Return to the funhouse, use 
the diamond, move the shaker and get the 
pepper. Return to Mr Smiles, re-enter the 
clown head and use the pepper. Get the 
paint brush. Exit, then use the paint. Go 
through the door. Use the web and go to 
the tower window. Move the mat and get 
the key. Talk to Drealmer. Go to the 
Cygnus building and talk to Ms Shoto. 

Boiler room 

Leave the Cygnus building and get a 
wrought iron shaft from the lamp-post. Use 
it. Go down through the manhole and open 
the furnace. Get the broken chair pieces 
and use them. Go down. 

Talk to Whisperman. 

Cygnus building 

Enter the lift and use the logbook. At the 
top of the building, use the meathook. Get 
the duct tape from the stairs. Go up and get 
the rope. Go up again and get the broom. 
Go up, go to the landing and use the rope. 
Then use the sausage. Use the hook. Use 
the broom and hook. After talking to Flux, 
use the gold token. Congratulations! 
You’ve now completed Noctropolis. 















Stardust Super Edition is now available for the PC, and boy - was it worth 
the wait! 

"One hell of a game" Games Master 

The tunnels are mind blowing...its a fierce game" C&VG 

Universally acclaimed as the all time classic shoot-em-up, Stardust is a 
shamelessly brilliant interpretation of the original Asteroids game. 
Featuring 4 amazing 3D warp tunnels and sheer white-nuckle, joystick 
gripping action, this is the shoot-em-up PC gamers have long deserved. 

Let your enthusiasm be born again! 
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morale — don’t unless you have to. Buying 
ale from merchants is an excellent way of 
raising happiness; increasing rations is a 
more expensive method. If your morale 
level drops below 10 you won’t be able to 
recruit troops. Conscripting more than nine 
per cent of the population in any one turn 
is a bad idea for the same reason. 

There’s little point in having a small 
army of peasants. Save up and hire merce¬ 
naries immediately they appear—early on 
you need every farmer you can get, so pay 
someone else to do your soldiering. You 
can only have one company of meres per 
army, use them as a nucleus as you build 
up your strength, adding home-bred troops 
when you can afford them. When numbers 
fall too low, detach them from the main 
body and send them on a kamikaze mis¬ 
sion to reduce your wages bill. 

The ideal mix of units is archers or cross¬ 
bows, spears and knights. Screen the 
archers with the spears and let the enemy 
attack you. Whittle them down from long 
range, then when battle is joined, send in 
your knights. Envelop the enemy line wher¬ 
ever possible for best effect. If you’re heavily 
outnumbered you’ve still got a chance if 
there’s a marsh on the screen. Go round the 
marsh until it lies between the armies and 
the enemy attack will be broken up. 

Castles 

I prefer to invest in troops rather than cas¬ 
tles. Even a small castle is very expensive to 
build. Pursue an aggressive strategy and 
fight on enemy territory. This drains your 
rivals’ food supplies, not your own. Keep 
expanding your border, and when you have 
to consolidate your conquests, it’ll be easier 
to repair a captured castle than to build one 


Fooling the AI 

Finally, there’s a flaw in the AI which allows 
you to get away with a devious sleight-of- 
hand: if a county is under threat, design a 
castle (as basic as you like) and give the 
build order. Now assign no workers at all 
to it, but place a minimal garrison on the 
town cross. The enemy will attack and 
destroy the castle, but unless they’ve got 
two armies they won’t be able to seize the 
town cross. When it’s your turn, reload the 
same castle design and give the build order 
again. The enemy will have to attack it 
again, and again ad infinitum. 


from scratch. Castles should be garrisoned 
with peasants, not armed soldiers — the 
exception to the rule. 

If you’ve a big enough army, besieging a 
castle successfully is only a matter of time. 
You’ll need missile engines to bash a hole 
in any outer walls, then throw as many lad¬ 
ders as you can against the keep. If the 
county is too vulnerable or under¬ 
resourced to defend easily, demolish the 
castle (the materials are added to your 
store), recruit as many peasants as you can 
and march into the next territory, leaving 
devastation and depopulation in your 
wake. If you do want to hang on to the 
county, try and seize it in a turn when 
there’s a merchant present, so that you can 
immediately replenish supplies. Otherwise 
be ready to transport food from one of your 
other counties. 

But there’s something to be said for just 
bashing into the enemy heartlands, mas¬ 
sacring peasants and destroying crops 
without trying to keep all your conquests. 
As a rule, only keep what you’re strong 
enough to defend, and expand slowly. 


QED Tips 


Crop rotation, castle- 
building and peasant 
armies are easy to 
handle, according to Lord 
of Strategy Simon Shaw. 


F irst try to increase the size of your 
population. Concentrate all your 
labour in food production. It takes 
time to build up a herd, but you 
can sustain a medium-sized pop¬ 
ulation on dairy produce alone. Sheep are 
a luxury early on. Grain feeds the most but 
takes a lot of labour to produce. One field 
will be sufficient until your population 
grows, but it’s sensible to keep two in case 
you lose one to flooding. In harvest season 
put every spare peasant in your fields. It 
doesn’t matter if you take all your serfs off 
maintenance and lose a field — you can 
reclaim it next year. If you’re employing the 
steward he’ll take a more conservative view, 
so watch him. Keep one third of your fields 
fallow to main¬ 
tain fertility. 


Morale duty 

Putting up the tax 
rate and cutting 
rations has an 
adverse effect on 


Lords 
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“Has a state 
of the art 3D 
render engine. ” 

PC Power 


“A top-notch 3D 
graphics engine... 
The cream of the year’s 
crop in flight simulations. ” 

Games World Magazine 
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MultilWIax 

The Best Software The Best Service The Best Prices 


TOP CD ENTERTAINMENT 

ACES OF THE DEEP £28.00 

ALONE IN THE DARK & JACK £17.50 

BATTLE ISLE 2 £26.50 

- TITAN'S LEGACY £15.00 

BENEATH THE STEEL SKY £27.50 

CIVILISATION/RAILROAD TYCOON £19.00 

COLONIZATION £28.00 

COMMANCHE MAX OVERKILL £28.00 

COMPANSIONS OF XANTH £24 50 

CYCLE MANIA £24.10 

DARK FORCES £CALL 

DAWN PATROL £28.00 

DAY OF TENTACLE £26.00 

DAY OF THE TENTACLE (unboxed) £16.00 

DOOM V2 £35.75 

DUNE/7TH GUEST £28.50 

ECSTATICA £30.60 

ELITE 2 FRONTIER £24.50 

FIFA INT. SOCCER £24.50 

GABRIEL KNIGHT £27.50 

GABRIEL KNIGHT (UNBOXED) £15.00 

GREAT NAVAL BATTLES 2 £25.00 

HELL £CALL 

INDI JONES FATE OF ATLANTIS £28.50 

INFERNO £29.00 

JACK NICKLAUS + COURSES £12.50 

LEMMINGS 1&2 £18.50 

LEMMINGS - ALL NEW WORLD £26.00 

LEISURE SUIT LARRY 6 £26.00 

LITTLE BIG ADVENTURE £32.80 

MAD DOG McCREE (UNBOXED) £15.00 

MAD DOG McCREE 2 (UNBOXED) £16 00 
MAGIC CARPET £32.80 

MEGARACE £24.00 

MYST £30.00 

NASCAR RACING £27.00 

NHL HOCKEY £28.00 

NOVASTORM £30.60 

OUTPOST £22,00 

PINBALL DREAMS DELUXE £24,00 

PGA TOUR GOLF 486 £31.50 

REBEL ASSAULT £27.50 

RETURN TO ZORK £29.50 

RETURN TO ZORK (UNBOXED) £16.00 

RISE OF THE ROBOTS £31.20 

SAM & MAX HIT THE ROAD £25.50 

SIM CITY 2000 £31.00 

SIM CITY ENHANCED £29.00 

SIMON THE SORCERER £26.50 

SPACE HULK £26.50 

STAR TREK 25TH ANNIVERSARY £28.00 

STRIKE COMMANDER £28.00 

SUBWARS 2050 £26.00 

SYNDICATE + £29.00 

SYSTEM SHOCK £27.00 

TFX £28.00 

TFX (UNBOXED) £16,50 

THE HORDE £28.00 

THEME PARK PC/MAC £26.00 

TORNADO + DESERT STORM £13.50 

UFO ENEMY UNKNOWN £28.00 

ULTIMA 8 + SPEECH PACK £32.00 

UNDER A KILLING MOON £34,00 

X WING COLLECTORS £32.90 

MANY OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE ■ PLEASE CALL 


TOP 3.5 ENTERTAINMENT 

1942 PACIFIC AIR WAR £27.00 

ALONE IN THE DARK 2 £24.50 

BRIDGE CHAMPION WITH OMAR SHARIF £23.50 

CANNON FODDER £21.50 

COLONIZATION £28.00 

DAWN PATROL £28.10 

DOOM VI ,2 £23.00 

DOOM V2 £32.00 

EVEN MORE INCREDIBLE MACHINE £28.00 

F14 FLEET DEFENDER £26.00 

FIFA INT. SOCCER £23.50 

INTELLIGENT STRATEGY GAMES (10) £25.00 

LINKS 386 PRO £26.00 

LINKS COURSES EACH £15.50 

MICRO MACHINES £18.00 

MS ARCADE £14.00 

MS FLIGHT SIM. V5 £25.50 

- NEW YORK/PARIS DISKS EACH £15.00 

MS SPACE SIMULATOR £29.00 

OVERLORD £25.50 

SAM & MAX HIT THE ROAD £25,50 

THE SETTLERS £23.50 

SIM CITY 2000 £23.00 

THEME PARK £28.00 

TIE FIGHTER £28.00 

X-WING £24.00 

- B WING MISSION £12,50 

- IMPERIAL PURSUIT £12.50 

MANY OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE • PLEASE CALL 


LANGUAGE 

BERLITZ FR/GER/ITALySP £88,00 

EZ LANGUAGE CD FR/GER/IT/JAP £49.00 
HYPERGLOT LEARN TO SPEAK FR/SP £50,50 
LEARN FRENCH WITH ASTERIX 1 CD £45.50 
LEARN FRENCH WITH ASTERIX 2 CD £90.00 
SYRACUSE 4-9 ENG/FR/GER/SP/JAP £17,50 
SYRACUSE 9-ADULT ENG/FR/SPAN £26.00 


TRANSLATION WITH FR/GER/SP ASSIST £68.00 



CHILDREN'S EDUCATIONAL 

ADI ENGLISH 11/12/13/14 3.5” £16.00 

ADI ENG/FR/MATHS GCSE 3.5" EACH £21.00 
ADI FRENCH 11 /12/13/14 EACH 3.5” £16.00 
ADI MATHS 11/12/13/14 EACH 3.5" £16,00 

ADVENTURES IN FAIRY LAND CD £24.90 
ART CENTRE £21.50 

ARTHUR'S BIRTHDAY SURPRISE £27,50 
ARTHUR'S TEACHER TROUBLE (UNBOXED) £14.50 
BUG INSECT ADVENTURE CD/3.5'' £28,00 

BUSY TOWN CD £37.00 

CREATIVITY CENTRE 3,5" £21.90 

FUN SCHOOL 4 UNDER 5s 3.5" £15.50 

FUN SCHOOL 4 5-7 3.5" £15.50 

FUN SCHOOL 4 7-113,5" £15.50 

FUN SCHOOL PAINT & CREATE 3.5" £16.00 
FUN SCHOOL SPELLING 7+ 3,5" £16.00 

HENRIEHA’S BOOK OF SPELLS 3.5" £25.00 
JUST GRANDMA & ME (UNBOXED) £14.50 
KID DESK 3.5" £25.00 

KID WORKS £24.00 

LEGENDS OF OZ CD £17.00 

LIHLE MONSTER AT SCHOOL £27.50 
MAGIC THEATRE 3.5" CD £30.00 

MAIN STREET TITLES - SEE SPECIAL OFFERS 
MS CREATIVE WRITER 3.5" £32.00 

MS FINE ARTIST 3.5" £32.00 

NODDY'S BIG ADVENTURE 3.5" £18.00 

NODDY'S PLAYTIME 3.5” £18.00 

PUn PUTT GOES TO THE MOON £28 50 
PUn PUTT JOINS THE PARADE £25.50 
READING ADVENTURES IN WORD LAND £26.00 
RUFFS BONE £27.50 

SCOOTER'S MAGIC CASTLE £30.95 

THE TALE OF BENJAMIN BUNNY £19.50 
THE TALE OF PETER RABBIT £19.50 
THE TORTOISE AND THE HARE CD £29.00 
TUNELAND £28.00 

TWINS IN TROUBLE CD £21.90 

WHERE IN THE WORLD CARMEN S'DIEGO CD £16.50 

MANY OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE ■ PLEASE CALL 


DORLING KINDERSLEY 
MULTIMEDIA RANGE 

Excellent “Edutainment" for all ages 

EXCELLENT 'EDUCATINMENT FOR ALL AGES 
EYEWITNESS ENCYCLOPEDIA SCIENCE £59.00 
INCREDIBLE CROSS-SECTIONS STOWAWAY £32,00 
MY 1 ST INC AMAZING D/CT UK VERSION £32.00 

THE ULTIMATE HUMAN BODY £50.00 

THE WAY THINGS WORK £60.00 


I MUSIC I 

CAKEWALK HOME STUDIO 

£107.00 

JAMMER PRO 

£115,74 

INTRODUCTION TO CLASSICAL MUSIC 

£31.60 

MIRACLE PIANO SYSTEM 

£55,00 

MS BEET/SCHUB/MOZ/STRAV EACH 

£37.50 

MS MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 

£34.00 

MUSICWARE PIANO TUTOR 

£63.00 

PRINCE INTERACTIVE 

£30.50 

THE BEATLES 

£21.50 

THE ROCK & ROLL YRS: THE 50’S 

£15.50 

VIKING GUIDE TO OPERA £55.00 

I WOODSTOCK 25TH ANNIVERSARY 

£19.00 1 


TOP REFERENCE EDUCATIONAL 

2000 GREATER & LESSER MYSTERIES £16.80 

3D BODY ADVENTURE 3.5 CD £28.00 

3D DINOSAUR ADVENTURE CD 3.5" £28.00 

3FT 6 PACK VOL (6 KIDS CD'S) £19.00 

5FT 10 PACK VOL 1 (1 OCD'S) £29.00 

5FT 10 PACK VOL 2 (10 CD'S) £28.00 

ABOUT COWS CD £17.00 

ANCIENT LANDS CD £37.00 

ANIMALS OF SAN DIEGO ZOO CD £11.00 

BETTER HOME & GARDEN HEALTHY COOKING CD £19.00 

BIBLES AND RELIGION CD £10.00 

BIBLIOTECH & BOOK £16,80 

BODYWORKS V3 CD £36.50 

BUZZ ALDRIN'S RACE INTO SPACE CD £26.00 

CHEMISTRY WORKS £20.50 

CLASSIC LIBRARY CD £34.00 

COMPTONS INTERACTIVE 95 CD (UNBOXED) £21,00 

COOKBOOK HEAVEN CD £14.00 

DANGEROUS CREATURES CD £37.00 

EXPLORING ANCIENT ARCHITECTURE CD £30.50 

EXPLORING MODERN ART (TATE GAL) £55.00 

FAMILY DOCTOR VER 3 CD £16.00 

FOREVER GROWING GARDEN £18.50 

GARDENING CD £10.00 

GLOBAL EXPLORER CD £55.00 

GROLIER V6 ENC CD (UNBOXED) £21.00 

HACKERS CHRONICLES II £20.00 

HOME GARDENER £22.00 

HUTCHINSON'S ENCY 1995 CD £46.50 

INTERACTIVE SPACE ENCYC CD £39.00 

ISAAC ASIMOV SCIENCE ADV II CD £29.00 

JFK ASSASSINATION CD £30.50 

MAVIS BEACON V2 + CHESS + ATLASES CD £19.00 

MAYO HEALTH CLINIC CD £14.50 

MS ART GALLERY CD £36.50 

MS BOOKSHELF CD £69.00 

MS DINOSAUR CD £34,00 

MS CINEMANIA CD £36.50 

MSENCARTA 1995CD £55.00 

MS SCHUB/MOZ/BEET/STRAV CD EACH £37.50 

NAT GEOGRAPHIC MAMMALS £17.00 

OCEANS BELOW £10.00 

OXFORD COMPENDIUM (DICT/THE S/QUOT) £59.00 

OXFORD REF SHELF (16 REF BOOKS!!!) £59.00 

OXFORD SHAKESPEARE CD £25,00 

OXFORD STUDY SHELF £29.50 

REDSHIFT ASTRONOMY CD £42.00 

REDSHIFT (UNBOXED) £34.00 

SHERLOCK HOLMES ON DISK CD £15.00 

THE DISCOVERERS CD . £29.50 

THE PILL BOOK £25.00 

UNDERSEA ADVENTURE CD £28.00 

UFO CD (PHOTOS, ACCOUNTS ETC) £34.50 

WINES OF THE WORLD £19.00 

WHALES & DOLPHINS CD £16.00 

WORLD ATLAS 5 CD (UNBOXED) £15.00 

VISTA PRO £60.00 

YOGA - A MULTIMEDIA GUIDE £9.50 

MANY OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE - PLEASE CALL 


How to calculate your order 


Value of goods shown on page m 
VAT @ 17.5% ■■ 
P&P ■■ 
TOTAL ■■ 


LESS £7.50 IF APPLICABLE (SEE BELOW) 


£7.50 Extra Discount 


When you purchase any title with 

.MoluvnB 1 

A collection of 450+ of the latest and best Shareware Games on CD 

for just £24.95*fiilly inclusive 

or less than 5 pence a game “Highly Recommended" Practical PC 1994 
"Game of the Month" PC Format September 1994 

The CD contains over 450 great games in uncompressed format, ready to run, hassle tree! We have selected only the very 
best titles from major companies such as Epic, Apogee and Id. All the games come ready to run... so you won't need to 
waste time unzipping files every time you want to play a game or move it to your hard disk. 

Among the many titles you will receive are; 

Doom. Wolfenstein 3D, Spear of Destiny, Duke Nukem, Major Stryker. Shooting Gallery, Epic Pinball, Bio Menace, Jill of 
the Jungle, Cosmo's Cosmic Adventure, Blake Stone, Defender of Boston, Monster Bash, Halloween Harry, Commander 
Keen, Sherlock. Poker, Blackjack. Mahjong, Chess. Pirada, Anagram, Word games ... and many more Arcade, Adventure, 
Educational, Casino. Card. Simulation and Strategy games too numerous to mention. We guarantee there is absolutely no 
padding only the very best games are included. 

■ The Very Best Games volume 1 contains shareware titles. These require separate payment ot authors if found useful. 


SHAREWARE CD'S 

DR FONTS/GAMES/GRAPH/UTILVWIN EACH 

£12.00 

ENCYCL OF SOUND 1 & II EACH 

£10.00 

GIFS GAUXY 

£24.00 

GIFS GALORE 

£13.00 

GIF GALLERY (ALL VOLS) 

£14.00 

LIBRIS BRITANNIA III 

£25.00 

LIBRIS BRITANNIA 4 SCIENCE & TECH 

£25.00 

LIBRIS BRITANNIA SCIENCE & TECH 

£25,00 

NIGHT OWL 13 

£25.00 

PLATINUM DISKS EACH 

£10.50 

EDUCATION/HOME AND BUSINESS/MULTIMEDIA 

PUBLISHER/UTILITIES/WINDOWS 

PLATINUM 4 CD PACK (ED/MM/PUB/GAMES) £20.00 

SHAREWARE HEAVEN 3 

£14.50 

SIMTEL '94 

£11.00 

MANY OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE • PLEASE CALL 


OFFICE/FONTS/DTP ETC 

2000 TRUE TYPE FNTS + CLIPART + BCOK CD 

£16,80 

CLIPART HEAVEN V2 

£22.00 

CCLCUR CLIPART 2,500 PICS CD 

£24.20 

CCREL PHCTC CD'S EACH 

£28,00 

PAGE PLUS V3 

£51.50 

PAGE PLUS PUBLISHER 

£81,50 

QUICKBOCKS 

£109.00 

OUlCKEN V3 

£37.45 

QUICK INVQICE 

£33.50 

TURBQCAD V2 

£69.50 

TURBQCAD V3,2 

£75.00 

W/PERFECT MAIN ST TITLES SEE SPECIAL 
QFFERS 

WQRDSTAR FQR WINDQWS V2 

£31.00 

MANY OTHER TITLES AVAILABLE - PLEASE CALL 


SPECIAL OFFERS 

QEMM 7 GAMES PACK 

(" 93%PC FORMAT") 

...the best memory manager 
especially for CD Drives - solves all 
your memory problems. You need 
QEMM 7 right now" 

(93% PC FORMAT) 

PLUS PRIVATEER (92% PC HOME) 
PLUS SHADOWCASTER 
(90% PC GAMER) 

FREE UP TO 634K CONVENTIONAL 
MEMORY) 

ONLY £57.90 (RRP£160-k) 


ANIMATION STATION 

POWERFUL, EASY TO USE DRAW¬ 
ING/ANIMATION PROGRAM FOR 
PROFESSIONAL/NON-PROFES¬ 
SIONAL USERS ONLY £51.20 


MULTIMEDIA MAGIC CD 

CREATE YOUR OWN ANIMATED 
MOVIES WITH THIS 6 PACK 
SPECIAL INCLUDES ANIMATION- 
WORKS, HALO DESKTOP IMAGER, 
ANIMATED SCREENSAVERS, OVER 
1000 ANIMATED ACTORS, CLIPART, 
PHOTOS, SOUND CLIPS. 
RECORD YOUR OWN SOUND, 
NARRATION, MUSfC ETC., 

ONLY £24.00 (RRP £300-f) 


TORNADO DESERT STORM 

BRILLIANT FLIGHT SIM WITH THE 
RAF'S MOST EXCITING BOMBER 
AND DESERT STORM MISSION. 
UNBELIEVABLE VALUE 

ONLY £13.50 (RRP £38.29) 


WORDPERFECT MAIN ST 
BONANZA 

ONLY WHOLE STOCKS LAST!!! 
WORKS £42.00, INFOCENTRAL 
£42.00, EXPRESSFAX £32.00, CLI¬ 
PART PREMIUM £32.00, CLIPART 
HOME/OFFICE £17.00, WALLABBEE 
JACK TITLES £17.00, KAP'N 
KARAOKE £17.00, MICKEY'S MEM 
CHALLENGE/JIGSAW £17.00 
GOLDMASTER DISKS PRE¬ 
FORMATTED DSHD (1.44MB) BOX 
OF 50 ONLY £22.00 


Credit Card Hotline SK-ZI 23-1 (4 Lines) Mon- FrI 9.00-6.30, Sat 9.00-1.00 

By Post: Cheques/PO to Muitimax Ltd, PO Box 28, Scunthorpe, DN16 3UF 
P&P C2.50 per order UK. £4.00 Europe (EC). £5.50 elsewhere. All prices exclude VAT at 17.5%. Prices correct at time of going to press 
































Quarantine 

Iain Pattinson of Meopham, Kent, has 
discovered a cheat which gives you an 
infinite amount of Reaper ammo. To 
achieve this handy power up, use up all your cur¬ 
rent Reaper ammo, select the Punisher and then 
tap at the Ctrl key. While you are tapping the Ctrl 
key, tap on the Alt key at the same time. Keep 
trying until the end figure disappears from the 
Reaper counter, and if you continue pressing Ctrl 
the figure should keep rising. 



Colonization 

Luke Wilson of Surrey has a tip for Coloniza¬ 
tion which allows you to play all four nations in 
the same game. Start a new game and on the 
country selection screen, click at the bottom of 
the screen beneath Spain. You should find 
you’ve selected the country of “Spring”. Accept 
this, then change your name to the name of your 
choice. To get rid of the red tinge on screen, just 
save, quit and then reload. 



Zool 2 

An anonymous person has written in with the 
following cheats for Gremlin’s platformer. On 
the options screen, press Esc and type in the 
word PHONEBOOK, then press Esc again. 
Now start the game. If you press 0 during the 
game, you will be able to skip the level; pressing 
3 whilst jumping increases the height of your 
jump and pressing 1 will skip straight to the 
bonus level. 



Lemmings 

Erik Larsen of Denmark has a useful tip for the 
original Lemmings. Instead of entering a level 
code, type BILLANDTED, then while playing, 
press 5 on the numeric keypad to complete the 
level with all your lemmings intact. Rather takes 
the fun out of it, doesn’t it? 



DANGER! 


Eye of the Beholder 

Nigel Donnelly of Ireland has 
some useful hacks for the first game of the 
Beholder trilogy. Use a hex editor (eg Norton or 
PC Tools) and remember to back up any files (in 
this case, EOB.EXE) before you change them. 
For invulnerability, search for the line: 

2A 46 08 26 88 47 IB 


and replace with: 

2A 46 08 90 90 90 90 


To walk through walls search for the line: 

A9 0100 75 05 


and replace with: 

A90100EB05 


For super weapon search for the line: 

8B 46 OA 26 29 (first occurrence only) 
and replace with: 

33 CO 90 26 89 



Dungeon Master 

Gina Smith of Liverpool has found some undoc¬ 
umented spells in this classic 3D role-playing 


game: 

ZO 

OHKATHRA 
FULBRONETA 
VIBRO 
DBS IRSAR 


Open doors 
Lightning bolt 
Shield against fireballs 
Shield against poison 
Darkness 


Ultima VII part 2: Serpent Isle 

Christopher Thomas has been hacking his way 
through Serpent Isle, and has a couple of cheats 
for all those lazy people who can’t be bothered 
to play the game properly. Hmph. When starting 
the game, type SERPENT PASS instead of the 


usual SERPENT. Then press F3 a couple of 
times while waiting for the game to load. Begin 
a new game and press F3 again when the blue 
loading screen appears. 

Once the game has started, press F3 (again!) 
to bring up a map of the Serpent Isle. You can 
now teleport anywhere by clicking on the rele¬ 
vant part of the map. If you teleport to the 
southern end of Claw Island, you’ll find a cave 
which contains several boxes — open these and 
you’ll find the Serpent Armour, whole suits of 
magic armour and other goodies. 

You can also press F2 to bring up a screen in 
which you can make the Avatar invincible, 
among other things. 



Mortal Kombat 

Robin Hickman of Shrewsbury has not been 
playing by the Queensbury Rules. The enter¬ 
prising chap has discovered a cheat for Virgin’s 
beat ’em up, and it’s really very simple. On the 
options screen, press FIO, hold down the Caps 
Lock key and type the word DIR With a bit of 
luck a cheat screen will appear and you’ll be able 
to alter the following variables: 


fatalities 

gore 

music 

advert 

fatalities 

freeplay 

announcer’s voice 
other voiceslfatalities 
freeplay 

announcer’s voice 



DANGER! 


Do not attempt the cheats 
marked with the Danger icon 
unless you have access to a 
fiie editor such as Norton or PC Tools and you 
are confident that you know what you are 
doing. PC Review will not accept responsibility 
for damage to data caused by trying out these 
cheats. Remember: always back up your files 
before editing so that you can restore the orig¬ 
inals if you need to. 
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QED Tips 


rHElP WANTED 



I am completely stuck in Simon the Sorcerer. I 
have just become a wizard and don’t know what 
to do next. Looking back at past issues of your 
wondrous mag, you mention shopping iists and 
goblin viilages. So can you teil me where is the 
fabled goblin viiiage and how do I get into it? And 
where is the shopping list and how do I open the 
fridge in Calypso’s cottage? 

Ben Wallis, Andover, Hants 

Answer: The goblin village is right next to the 
dwarven mine. Once you get there, go in, look at 
the stone and take the shopping list from beneath 
it. Take this list to the shop and then when a bas¬ 
ket appears outside, climb in. This should take you 
into the village itself. As for the fridge, don’t both¬ 
er. It doesn’t open. 

I have written to helplines without success. You 
are my last hope. I am stuck in The Dark Haif and 
for the life of me cannot figure out how to get into 
the study behind the bookcase where George has 
locked himself in. Can you please help? 

Sarah Philips, Australia 

Answer: It sounds to me like you’re playing the 
game of Stephen King’s novel The Dark Half. 
Unfortunately, I’ve never come across It (the 
game, that is) so I can’t really help you there. If 
anyone out there can help, please write in to PC 
Review Help Supplied at the usual address. 

Could you please tell me where to find the Scion 
key in Ultima VIII? 

Dave Cosnette, Gloucestershire 

Answer: After talking to Lithos, bury Lothian (it’s 
easiest to use the recall device to return to 
Tenebrae), then go back to the tomb and speak to 
VIvIdos. Vividos will give you the Scion key. 


I’m completely stuck in infogrames’ Eternum. I’m 
in the pyramid and have placed the statues in the 
right place but can’t get any further. There’s a 
scorpion in the main room but I can’t get past it. 
Help! Please! 

Wi!liam Grant, London 

Answer: You also need the mirror from one of the 
wall paintings, and the rackets you found on the 
French Island. In one room there’s a stone block 
which crushes you if you stand in the wrong 
place, and an “X" marked on the floor. Place the 
mirror on the “X” so that it gets broken by the 
block. Take the pieces. Go back to the downward- 
sloping passage and you’ll notice a beam of light 
shining down from the ceiling. Put the first piece 
of mirror on the rock which directs the beam into 
the next room. Work your way back to the statue 
room, placing the mirror pieces wherever the 
beam of light needs to change direction. When the 
light reaches the statue room, use the rackets to 
climb up to the now open trapdoor. 

A coup!e of questions about Maniac Mansion. 

How do you open the safe above Nurse Edna’s 
room? How do you open the medicai cabinet on 
the second fioor? What use is the man-eating 
plant? How do I open the files drawers in the dark 
room on the third floor? 

Joseph Dimmer, Fareham 



First, place someone in Edna’s room. Then switch 
to another character. Go into the man-eater room. 
Use the Pepsi (from fridge) on the plant. To open 
the safe, first go to the hatch, use the dime in the 
coin slot, push the right button, then repeat with 
the second coin. Use the telescope to read the 
safe combination. That should be all you need to 
know for now. 


We don’t reply to queries in person, so please don’t include stamped addressed 
envelopes or postal orders along with your requests. If we can help with a problem, we 
will reply in the Help Wanted section of the tips page. 


P= PUBLISHERS HELPLINES. 


Hopelessly stuck in a game? Many 
software publishers run games 
helplines to help out hapless souls 
with hints and tips. 

Accolade 

Helpline number: (0181) 887 0880 
Cyberdreams 

Helpline number: (0181) 343 4838 
Domark 

Helpline number: (0181) 780 2224 
Electronics Arts 

Helpline number: (01753) 546465 
Gametek 

Helpline number: (01753) 553445 
Gremlin Graphics 

Helpline number: (01142) 753423 
Infogrames 

Helpline number: (01891) 244444 
Interplay 

Helpline number: (01235) 821666 
MicroProse 

Helpline number: (01454) 329510 
Ocean 

Helpline number: (0161) 839 0999 
Renegade 

Helpline number: (0171) 481 9214 
Sierra 

Helpline numbers: 

(Games after ’93): (01336) 417410 

(Games before ’93): (01734) 304004 
US Gold 

Helpline number: (0121) 326 6418 
Virgin Games 

Helpline number: (0181) 964 8242 


With automated numbers (0891) get 
the permission of whoever pays the 
phone bill first. Calls cost 39p per 
minute cheap rate, 49p per minute 
at all other times. 
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isolution (32,768 colours) 


Distributed by Calcufus: Tel IMo. 0543 4T8666, Power Computing: Tel No. 0234 273000, 

and Unica Ltd: Tel No. 061 429 0241, or call Ace Coin Equipment on 0952 293333 


An all British product 


• 24 bit output to both TV and VGA 

• TV output in PAL or NTSC via RGB, S-Video or composite outputs • Optional SCART RGB connector 

• Automatically ‘switches’ VGA output between the system’s graphics card and full screen 24 bit MPEG video 

• Stereo CD quality MPEG audio with digital filtering 

Price: £199 + VAT 


• Same as 24 bit but at 15 bit* 


Price: £239 + VAT 


THE NEW MOVIE MASTER SERIES 
OF MPEG PLAYBACK CAROS 




• 24 bit ‘tme- 4 ^lour’ output (16.8 million cbkij^s) • Full X and Y scaling frbm 22 x 22 to 16X zoom 

• Full interpolatioh^n both X and Y directions • Ptti^eature windowing with colottiv^d chroma keying 

• Grabs and re-display^^s^ls from any MPEG sequenc^Hqvarious formats 
^Stereo CD quality MPEG addiowith digital filtering 

Price: £329 + VAT 
























GAMES 


Previews 

SimCityZOOO 

Urban Renewal Kit 





S imCity 2000 was right up there with 
Doom as one of the big hits of 1994, 
and it’s still selling, with the help of 
a single scenario disk to keep the 
interest going. But the Urban 
Renewal Kit is more than a scenario disk. 

There are three separate modules in the 
Urban Renewal Kit: the buildings creator 
and editor, the facility to import new 
building sets into SimCity 2000, and the 
‘custom city creator’, for want of a better 
term to use 
to describe it. 

The build¬ 
ings editor 
and creator 
is essentially 
a paint pro¬ 
gram which 
is tailored to 


Release Date: 

February 

Genre: 

Sim City add-on 


Finally taken off your mayoral 
chain? The SimCity Urban 
Renewal Kit could rekindle 
your interest in town planning. 


SimCity 2000. The 
program will take 
every single object, 
from bits of rubble 
to the launch arc- 
ology, and give you 
the means to 
change them, add 
bits, rub other bits 
out, and change 
the colours. 

You will also be 
able to create build¬ 
ings from scratch 
and you don’t even have to use the Urban 
Renewal Kit’s paint module, since you can 
import any .PCX image. 

You’ll also be able to see your own 
designs in SimCity 2000, the game, with the 
import-to-SimCity-2000 facility. This will 
take your designs, or one of the sets which 
comes with the program, or a mixture of 
these, and make it the standard graphic set 
for SimCity 2000. You will be able to 
choose from the original, a ‘future’ set, with 
highly colourful, post modernist architec¬ 
ture (see picture), mediaeval and gothic. 

The third module is the custom city cre¬ 
ator. This enables you a) to print out cities, 
and b) to place whichever buildings you like 
wherever you like. So you can bring up an 
existing city on-screen, and blow up all 
those naff car parks and put beautiful his¬ 
toric offices in their place. 


The SimCity Urban Renewal Kit is part 
of Maxis’s Sim Wo rid initiative, the idea of 
giving players an entirely customisable 
world to immerse themselves in. There’s 
potential for players’ own Sim buildings to 
be swapped on-line (and on disk) and for 
the game to take a whole new lease of life. 

O Christina Erskine 


Blow up the car park, top and arrowed, and 
replace with something a bit more attractive, 
such as the historic building, above. 





































































G ood British adventure games 
have been a bit thin on the 
ground in recent years, but it 
looks as if Psygnosis is about to 
give the Americans a run for their 
money with Discworld. Based on fantasy 
author Terry Pratchett’s multi-million 
selling Discworld series, the game captures 
the comic irreverence of the novels through 
cartoon-style graphics and jokey dialogue. 

Discworld, if you’re not familiar with the 
books, is a huge, flat planet which is being 
transported through space on the back of 
Great A-Tuin, a giant turtle of unknown 
gender. This somewhat unusual world is 
home to all those hardy fantasy regulars: 
wizards, heroes, dragons, and dwarves. 


New story 

Discworld (the game) is a new story, so lack 
of familiarity with the books shouldn’t put 
you at too great a disadvantage. However, 
if you’re a Pratchett fan you’re almost guar¬ 
anteed to enjoy it. And if the promise of 
Pratchett’s humour isn’t tempting enough, 
you should also be aware that the charac¬ 
ters’ voices are provided by such well- 
known comedy actors as Monty Python’s 
Eric Idle (as Rincewind), Tony Robinson 
(Black Adder), Kate Robbins (of Maid 
Marion and her Merry Men) and Jon Per- 
twee (oh, come on! You must remember 
him as Doctor Who, for heaven’s sake!). 

With credentials like these, it’s hard to 
imagine that Discworld won’t be a big hit. 
Look out for a review in our March issue. 



O Cal Jones 


Miserable failure 

The hero, Rincewind, is a miserable failure 
of a wizard who knows only one spell (a 
spell so powerful he’s afraid to cast it). His 
accomplices include Luggage, a sapient, 
walking trunk who has a frightening 
appetite for human flesh and Lady Luck, 
the most capricious of the many Small 
Gods who preside over Discworld. 


COMING SOON 


Big Red Adventure 

Core Design 


Not to be confused with 
Little Big Adventure, 

Big Red Adventure is a 
humorous, cartoon-style 
game set in pre-Pere- 
stroika Russia. Written 


by Italian developer 
Dynabyte, BRA is the 
sequel to Nippon Safes 
Inc, but is a vast 
improvement over that 
game. Looks promising. 



King of Thieves 

Team 17 


Created by the team that 
brought you Alien 
Breed, King of Thieves is 
Team 17’s first game cre¬ 
ated specially for the PC. 
Set in mediaeval Eng¬ 
land, the game is a mix¬ 
ture of arcade and 



strategy in which the aim 
is to conquer the land. 


Prisoner of Ice 


Infogrames 


A sort of sequel to 
Shadow of the Comet, 
Prisoner is a Lovecraft- 
inspired graphic adven¬ 
ture set during World 
War II. The scenario is 


based on the premise 
that the Nazis experi¬ 
mented with the super¬ 
natural, and the game 
promises frights a- 
plenty. Out April. 



Zephyr 

us Gold 


If Quarantine was 
Doom in a taxi. Zephyr 
looks more like Doom in 
a shopping trolley. Well, 
perhaps that’s a little 
unfair. Zephyr is a fast- 
paced action game in the 
Spectre mould and fea¬ 
tures lots of shooting. 


Potentially very good — 
if you own a Pentium. 




PC REVIEW 


































Sim Isle 

Care about sustainable forests, rare insects a- 

economic growth? Make like Sting and run your own rajnto 


I ntelligent Games (profiled in Issue 34) 
is an independent games developer 
which specialises in strategy games 
and simulations. One of its most 
exciting projects is Sim Isle (formerly 
called Sim Rainforest), a game currently 
being developed for the sim giant, Maxis. 
Based on a real rainforest, Sim Isle is set on 
a series of islands in the Far East where you 
have to manage the precious resources 
offered by the environment. Your goal is to 
encourage plant and animal life, and eco¬ 
nomic prosperity through exploitation of 
local materials and social development, but 
achieving all three is far from easy given the 
rainforest’s fragile ecosystem. 


True multimedia 

Based on a 3D isometric map, Sim Isle is a 
true multimedia product, featuring full 
motion video, digitised sound effects and 
music. Although in keeping with the rest 
of the Sim range, it does, however, have its 
own strong identity. Unlike games such as 



1 Developer: 

Intelligent Games 

y 

hmm 

• Publisher; 

Maxis 

1 

Release Date: 

March 

1 

Genre: 

Simulation 



Any new species of flora or fauna you discover are noted down 
in your sketch pad. 


SimCity 2000 and Bullfrog’s Theme 
Park, you can’t manipulate any¬ 
thing directly, but you do have a 
team of agents at your disposal who 
will attempt to carry out your 
instructions. All your agents have 
their own personalities and specific 
skills and you can send them any¬ 
where on the island. 

Numerous scenarios 

There are numerous scenarios in the 
game, including an oil tanker dis¬ 
aster and a UFO sighting, but all 
are highly complex. The rare animal 
scenario, for example, is not simply 
a case of building a nature reserve: 
you have to get the local villages to 
provide the building materials and 
this means cutting down trees — 
something which could upset the 
environment. You might also decide 
to make the reserve pay for itself by 
turning it into a tourist attraction, 
but again you’d have to find the raw 
materials to build a hotel and port. 

Obviously, there’s plenty to think 
about when you’re running your 
own environment. “I was attracted 
by the dilemmas of ecology versus 
economy,” says Intelligent Games 
founder and director Matthew 
Stibbe. “The rainforest is something 
everyone has heard of, and with 
concerns about the environment 
running high at the moment it’s a 
topic that should be of interest to a 
wide range of people.” But don’t be 
put off if you’re not a dedicated 
Green — you can still deforest and 
exploit to your heart’s content if 
that’s what you’re into. 

Either way, Sim Isle is certainly 
shaping up to be a beautiful and 
fascinating game. 



From a distance it doesn’t look terribly interesting, 
does it? 



Zoom in and you still can’t see a lot, but it’s 
an improvement. 



O Cal Jones 


Zoom in again and you’ll see trees, buildings and 
even roads. 
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360 Compilation.CDROM .16.99 

7th Guest / Dune.3.5/CDROM .29.99 

11 th Hour-7th Guest 2.CDROM .39.99 

1942 Pacific Air War.27.99 

A-Train & Construction Kit.14.99 

A320 Airbus Europe.27.99 

A320 Airbus USA.27.99 

Aces Over Europe 14.99 

Aces Of The Deep.3,57CDROM .27.99 

Aces of the Pacific.CDROM .32.99 

Across The Rhine.27.99 

AD&D Action Trilogy. 17.99 

AD&D Dragonlance Trilogy.19.99 

AD&D Forgotten Reaims Trilogy.19.99 

AD&D TRIPLE TRILOGY..CDROM 29.99 

Addiction.3,57CDROM ,22.99 

Advantage Tennis.CDROM .27.99 

Adventures of Nikko.. 16.99 

Aegis Guardian Of The Fieet..CDROM .32.99 

Air Bucks 1,2. 12.99 

Al Qadim - Genies Curse.22.99 

Al Qadim ■ Genies Curse...CDROM .26.99 

Aladdin.22.99 

Alien Breed... 19.99 

Alien Legacy. 26.99 

Alien Olympics.17.99 

Alone In The Dark 2....3.57CDROM .27.99 

Ambermoon.22.99 

Another World.12.99 

Arcade Pool.3,57CDROM .12.99 

Archer Macleans Pool.9.99 

Armored Fist.25.99 

Armored Fist.CDROM .27.99 

ATP .22 99 

ATP + East & West USA....CDROM '56!99 

ATP Great Britain or California.24.99 

ATP E or W USA Scenery.29.99 

ATP Japan or Hawaiian Scenery.16.99 

ATP New Facilities Locator.12.99 

ATP Chicago/St Louis/Cincinnati.13.99 

ATP Detroit/Lake Huron.13.99 

ATP New York/Montreal/Halifax.13.99 

ATP Western European Tour.16.99 

Award Winners Platinum (Compilation)22.99 

Battle Bugs.22.99 

Battle Bugs.CDROM .26.99 

Battledrome - Metal Tech.26.99 

Battle Isle 2.26.99 

Battle Isle 2.CDROM .27.99 

Battle Isle 2 Titans Legacy.CDROM .17.99 

Battle of Britain.14.99 

Beneath A Steel Sky.22.99 

Beneath A Steel Sky.CDROM .32.99 

Betrayal At Krondor.CDROM .26.99 

Beverley Hillbillies.16.99 

Bioforge 29.99 

Bloodnet.3,57CDROM .27.99 

Bloodstone.CDROM .12.99 

Body Count.19.99 

Breach 2.19.99 

Bridge Olympiad.27.99 

Burning Rubber.19.99 

Burntime.3.57CDROM .19.99 

Buzz Aidrins Race Into SpaceCDROM..29.99 

Caesar Deluxe.12.99 

Campaign.CDROM .26.99 

Campaign 2.24.99 

Cannon Fodder.27.99 

CANNON FODDER 2.22.99 

Capitol Hill.CDROM .26.99 

Capital Punishment.26.99 

Castles 2 ■ Siege & Conquest CDROM .26,99 

Carrier Command.4.99 

Celebrity Poker.3.57CDROM .26.99 

Central Intelligence.CDROM .26.99 

Cerberus.CDROM .26.99 

(I)arriers at War II.27.99 

CHAMP MANAGER END OF SEASON11.99 

Champ Manager Italia.19.99 

Champ Manager Italia Data Disk.12.99 

Chaos Control.22.99 

Chaos Engine.19.99 

Chessmaster 4000 (Windows).22.99 

Chessmaster 4000 (Win) ...CDROM .26.99 

(Civilisation DOSAA/indows.26.99 

(Civilisation/Railroad Tycoon.CDROM .19.99 

Clash of Steel.25.99 

CLASSIC COLL • ACCESS3.5/CDROM 16.99 
CLASSIC COLLECTION - DELPH1NE19.99 
CLASSIC COLLECTION - LUCAS ARTS..19.99 
CLASSIC COLL - VELOCITY3,57CDROM16.99 

Clockwiser.12.99 

Club Football - The Manager.22.99 

Cohort 2.19.99 

Colonels Bequest.3.57CDROM .12.99 

COLONISATION.3.57CDROM .29.99 

Combat Air Patrol.26.99 

Combat Classics 3.3,57CDROM .22.99 

Commanche Maximum Overkiii CDROM 26.99 

Commanche Superpack.22,99 

Companions of Xanth .3.57CDROM ,26.99 

Command Adventures Starship.19.99 

Conquered Kingdoms.27.99 

Conspiracy Overkill.CDROM ,32.99 

Corridor 7.13.99 

Creature Shock.CDROM ,31.99 

Cruise For A Corpse...3,57CDROM .12.99 

Cyber Judas.CDROM .27.99 

Cyberace.27.99 

Cyberia.CDROM .32.99 

Cyberspace.3,57CDROM .26.99 

Cyclemania.CDROM .26.99 

Cyberworids.3.57CDROM .22.99 

D-Generation (Windows).12.99 

Day Of The Tentacie.16.99 

Day Of The Tentacie.CDROM .26.99 

DAY OF THE TENT/INDY ATLANTISCDROM ..27.99 
DAY OF THE TENT/INDY/SAM & MAX .34.99 

D-Day Beginning Of The End.26.99 

D-Generation.3.57CDROM .12.99 

Daemonsgate.25.99 

Dark Sun Wake of Ravager.27.99 

Dark Sun Wake of RavagerCDROM 31.99 

Dawn Patroi.3.57CDROM 27.99 

Deathgate.CDROM .26.99 

DeitaV.3,57CDROM.27.99 

Descent.26,99 

Desert Strike.3,57CDROM .22.99 

Detroit.26.99 

Discworld.CDROM .27,99 

Dominus.3.57CDROM .27,99 

Doom.25,99 

Doom Add - 0ns.CDROM .17.99 

DOOM ADDONS (WOLFDOOM ETC)8.99 
Doom Companion Edition..CDROM .13.99 

Doom Data Disk 1 or 2 or 3 or 4.8.99 

Doom Editor Pack.9.99 

Doom Utilities.8.99 

Doom Utilities + 900.CDROM .17.99 

Doom Ultimate CD(Data Only)CDROM .17,99 

Doom 2.32,99 

Doom 2.CDROM .36,99 

DOOM 2 CHEATS.4.99 

Dracula Unleashed.CDROM 29.99 

Dragonsphere.(ODROM .27.99 

Dreamweb.3,57CDROM .26.99 

DUNE 1 OR 2.12.99 


Dune/Robocop 3.CDROM .13.99 

Dungeon Master 2.3.57CDROM .26.99 

Ecstatica.3.5”/CDROM .27.99 

Eider scrolls.3,57CDROM .27.99 

Elite 2.. 26.99 

Elite 2.CDROM 28.99 

Empire Deiuxe.27.99 

Empire Soccer 94.22.99 

ENCARTA 1995.CDROM 69.99 

Even More incredibie MachinesCDROM .26.99 

Evii in Chaybore.13.99 

Evolution: Lost in Time.13.99 

Excellent Games (Compilation).26.99 

Eye of the Beholder 1.CDROM 12.99 

Eye of the Beholder 1 or 2 or 3.12.99 

F117A Stealthfighter...3.57CDROM .12.99 

FI 4 Fleet Defender.3,57CDROM 27.99 

F14 FLEET DEFENDER DATA DISK .13.99 

F15 Strike Eagle 2.12.99 

F16 Combat Pilot.8.99 

F19 Stealthfighter.3.57CDROM .12.99 

Fables & Fiends 3.CDROM 27.99 

Falcon Gold.CDROM 29.99 

Fields Of Glory.27.99 

FIFA International Socce3,57CDROM .26.99 

Fighter Wing.3.57CDROM .29.99 

First Encounters/Elite 3 3.57CDROM 26.99 

Fist.CDROM .16,99 

Flight Simulator 5.29.99 

FLIGHT SIM 5 • CARIBBEAN SCENE.15.99 
Flight Sim 5 - Grand Canyon Scenery ,12.99 
Flight Sim 5 - Hawaii or Tahiti Scene 12.99 
FLIGHT SIM 5 - ISLAND HOPPING.13.99 

Flight Sim 5 - Italy or Washington.26.99 

Flight Sim 5 • Japan Scenery.15.99 

Flight Sim 5 - New York or Paris.13.99 

Flight Sim 5 - West USA Scenery.29.99 

Flight Sim Toolkit Dlx..3.57CDROM .29.99 
Flight Sim Toolkit WW2 & Midway ...12.99 

Flite Lite.16.99 

Flite Lite Plus.24.99 

Formula 1 Grand Prix 1 3.57CDROM .12.99 

Formula 1 Grand Prix 2.27.99 

Fortress of Dr Radiaki.3.57CDROM .26.99 

Freddy Pharka’s.CDROM .26.99 

Front Lines.3.57CDROM .26.99 

Front Page Sports Baseball.26.99 

Front Page Sports Football 3.3,57CDROM .26.99 

Gabriel Knight.26.99 

Gabriel Knight.CDROM .27.99 

Ghosts.CDROM .29.99 

Golf (Domark).CDROM .26.99 

Graham Gooch Cricket .3.57CDROM 22.99 

Grandest Fleet.27.99 

Great Naval Battles 1.12.99 

Great Naval Battles 2 .3,57CDROM 26.99 

Gunship 2000.3.57CDROM .12.99 

Hammer of the Gods.CDROM 26.99 


Hannibal. 

Hardball 3. 

Harpoon 1. 

Heimdall 2. 

Hell. 

Hexx - Wizard,. 

Hired Guns. 

History Line. 

History Line. 

Hokum KA-50.. 


Monopoly.22.99 

Mortal Kombat.22.99 

Myst.CDROM 34.99 

NASCAR.3.5”/CDROM 26.99 

Navy Strike.27.99 

NHL Hockey'95.3,57CDROM 27.99 

Nick Faldo's Golf (Enhanced).CDROM 26.99 

Nicky 2... 19.99 

Noctropolis.CDROM .32.99 

Novastorm.CDROM .27.99 

Omar Sharif Bridge Champion.26.99 

On the Ball W Cup or League Ed.22.99 

On the Ball W Cup or League ...CDROM .26.99 

Outpost.27.99 

Outpost.CDROM 31.99 

Overdrive.13.99 

Overlord.26.99 

Pacific Strike.29.99 

Pacific Strike Speech Accessory.13.99 

Patriot.CDROM .12.99 

Perfect General 2.27.99 

PGA Tour Golf-h.12.99 

PGA Tour Golf 486.CDROM 34.99 

Pinball Dreams.22.99 

Pinball Dreams 2 Data Disk.13.99 

Pinball Dreams Deluxe.CDROM 25.99 

Pinball Fantasies.24.99 

Pinball Magic.7.99 

Pizza Tycoon.3.57CDROM .27.99 

Planet Football.3.57CDROM .26.99 

Police Quest 1 or 2 or 3.12.99 

Police Quest 1.CDROM .12.99 

Police Quest 4.CDROM 27.99 

Populous & Promised Lands.10.99 


Populous 2. 
Powerdrive.. 
Powergame 2.. 
Powermonger.. 
Powerslide. 


..12.99 
..3.57CDROM 19.99 

24.99 

11.99 

.CDROM 26.99 



22.99 

Prince Interactive. 

.CDROM .36.99 

.29.99 

Privateer/Strike Commander ..CDROM 31.99 


22.99 


..3,5:/CDROM 26.99 


.39.99 

Quest for Glory 4. 

Radioactive. 

.CDROM .27.99 

.CDROM .27.99 

.26.99 

Railroad Tycoon.3,57CDROM 12.99 

Railroad Tycoon Deluxe.26.99 

RAPTOR. 

.3.5”/CDROM .22.99 
,.3,57CDROM .27.99 

Reach For The Skies 
Rebel Assault. 

.12.99 

.CDROM 29.99 


.19.99 
..10.99 
..3.5VCDROM .12.99 
..3.57CDROM .26.99 

.CDROM .29.99 

.26.99 

.27.99 

.26.99 

.CDROM .27.99 

.26.99 


Hoyles Book of Games 1 or 2 or 3....10.99 

incredible Machine 2.26.99 

Incredible Toons.3.57CDROM .22.99 

International Open Tennis .CDROM .27.99 

Indy Car Racing.19.99 

Indy Car Track Pack.12.99 

Indy Fate Of Atlantis Adv.16.99 

Indy Fate Of Atlantis Adv ...CDROM 26.99 

Inferno.27.99 

Inferno.CDROM 31.99 

Inherit The Earth.26.99 

International Manager World Cup Edition19.99 

Iron Cross.27.99 

Iron Forces.CDROM 27.99 

Ishar3. 26.99 

Isle of the Dead.3.5"/CDROM .12.99 

JAZZ JACK RABBIT.22.99 

Jets.CDROM .33.99 

Jetstrike.3.57CDROM 22.99 

Jimmy White’s Whirlwind Snooker....12.99 
J Nicklaus Unlimited....3,57CDROM 12.99 
Journeyman Project Turbo CDROM .29.99 

Jungle Strike.3,57CDROM 22.99 

Kevin Keegans Player Manager.19.99 

Keys of Maramon.CDROM .12.99 

Kingdom.CDROM .26.99 

Kings Quest 1 or 2 or 3 or 4.12.99 

Kings Quest 1.CDROM .12.99 

Kings Quest 1 - 6 Collection ...CDROM .29.99 

Kings Quest 6.3.5"/CDROM .29.99 

KLIK AND PLAY.3.57CDROM 26.99 

Knights of the Sky.12.99 

Laser Squad (Enhanced)...CDROM .12.99 

Legions.22.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 1.CDROM 12.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 1 or 2 or 3.12.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 1 - 5 CollectionCDROM .29.99 

Leisure Suit Larry 6.27.99 

Lemmings 1 & 2.CDROM .19.99 

Lemmings 3.22.99 

Lemmings 3.CDROM 26.99 

Liberation - Captive 2.22,99 

Links 386 Pro.3.57CDROM .29.99 

Links Banff or Belfry.16.99 

Links The Belfry or Big Horn.16.99 

Links Castle Pines or Firestone.16.99 

Links Innisbrook or Mauna Kea.16.99 

Links Pebble Beach (SVGA).16.99 

LINKS PRAIRIE DUNES (SVGA).16.99 

Links - The Challenge.3.57CDROM .12,99 

Links - Solid Gold -f 7.CDROM .19.99 

Lion King.22.99 

LITTLE BIG ADVENTURE CDROM .34.99 

Live Action Football.CDROM .26.99 

Loderunner (Windows).22.99 

Loderunner.CDROM .26.99 

Lords Of Midnight.3,5'7CDROM 22.99 

Lords Of Power (Comoilation).26.99 

Lords Of The Realm ...3,5"/CDROM 26.99 

Lost Eden.CDROM 31.99 

Lotus the Challenge.22.99 

M1 Tank Platoon.12.99 

Magic Candle 2.11.99 

MAGIC CARPET.CDROM .34.99 

Manchester Utd Prem Lge Champs.,22.99 

Manhunter "New York".12.99 

Maniac Sports.CDROM 26.99 

Man. United Premier League Champs ...CDROM 19.99 

Master of Magic.3.57CDROM .27.99 

Mechwarrior 2.26.99 

Megarace.CDROM .26.99 

Metal & Lace.26.99 

Metal Tech - Earth Siege ...CDROM 29.99 
Microsoft Cinemania ‘95 ....CDROM .39.99 

Microsoft Fine Artist.CDROM .44.99 

Microsoft Golf v2.0.29.99 

Microsoft Haunted House ..CDROM .34.99 

Micro Machines.19.99 

Midwinter.12.99 


Red Shift.CDROM 44,99 

Retribution.3.57CDROM .26.99 

Return To Ringworld....3.5/CDROM 29.99 

Rings Of Medusa Gold.19.99 

Rise Of The Robots (VGA).25.99 

Rise Of The Robots (SVGA).27.99 

Rise Of TheRobots.CDROM 29.99 

RISE OF THE TR1ADS3.57CDROM27.99 
Robinsons Requiem ....357CDROM .26.99 

Rugby League Manager.16.99 

Rules of Engagement 2.27.99 

Ryder Cup.19.99 

Sabre Team.3,57CDROM 19.99 

Sam & Max Hit The Road.16.99 

Sam & Max Hit The Road ..CDROM 26.99 
Scrabble 20 99 

Secret Of Monkey Island 1 CDROM 12.99 
SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND 1 OR 2.12.99 
Secret Weapons Of The Luftwaffe....12.99 
Saga Of Aces (Compilation) CDROM 29.99 

Sensible Soccer.14.99 

Sensible Soccer Int.3.57CDROM .13.99 

SENSIBLE WORLD OF SOCCER ...19.99 

Settlers.26.99 

Shadow of the Comet.CDROM .26.99 

Silent Service 2.3.57CDROM 12.99 

Silverball.19.99 

Sim City.CDROM .29.99 

Sim City 2000 (DOS Or Windows) ....26.99 

Sim City 2000 Scenarios - Vol 1.12.99 

Sim City Deluxe.22.99 

Sim City/Lemmings.,....19.99 

Sim Classics Compilation (City, Life & Ant).27.99 

Simon the Sorceror 2.26.99 

Simon the Sorceror 2.CDROM .27.99 

Simon The Sorceror.3,5/CDROM .26.99 

Soccer Kid.3,57CDROM 19.99 

Software Manager.19.99 

Soup Trek (The Search For Stock) ...19.99 

Space Ace.CDROM 26.99 

Space Federation.26.99 

Space Hulk.CDROM .32.99 

Space Quest 1 or 2 or 3.12.99 

Space Quest 1.CDROM .12.99 

Space Quest Quad Pack.28.99 

Space Quest Collection.CDROM 29.99 

Space Simulator.29.99 

Spaceship Warlock.CDROM 29.99 

Speedball 2.8.99 

Speed Racer.26.99 

Spectre VR.3.57CDROM 27.99 

SSN-21 Sea Wolf.29.99 

SSN-21 Sea Wolf.CDROM 32.99 

Star Control Compendium .CDROM .13.99 

Star (Crusader.3,57CDROM 27.99 

Star Reach.26.99 

Star Trail Realms of Arkania 23.57CDROM27.99 

Star Trek 2 Judgement Rites.26.99 

Star Trek The Next Generation ....CDROM 31.99 
Star Trek Star Fleet Academy.29.99 


Starlord.. 

Streetfighter 2. 

Strike Commander. 
Strike Commander.. 

Stone Keep. 

Subwar 2050.. 


Tie Fighter.27.99 

TIE FIGHTER - DEFENDER OF THE EMPIRE .13.99 

Tom Landry Strategy Football.19.99 

Tornado & Falcon 3.0.3,57CDROM 26.99 

Tower Assault .19.99 

Tower Assault.CDROM .22.99 

Track Suit Manager.16.99 

Trans Express.3.5"/CDROM 22.99 

TRANSPORT TYCOONS,57CDROM 27.99 

Traps 'N' Treasures.19.99 

Trance Mission.CDROM 16.99 

UFO Enemy Unknowns,5"/CDROM 27.99 

US NAVY FIGHTERS.CDROM .34.99 

Ultima 7 Complete.CDROM 32.99 

Ultima 7 (The Black Gate).12.99 

Ultima 8 (Pagan).29.99 

Ultima 8 (Lost Vale).14.99 

Ultima 8 (Speech Accessory Pack)...13.99 

Ultima 8 + Speech.CDROM 34.99 

Ultima Underworld.12.99 

Ultimate Body Blows...3.5'7CDROM 19.99 

Ultimate Football.CDROM .27.99 

Under A Killing Moon.CDROM 39.99 

Universe.3.57CDROM .26.99 

Unnecessary Roughness3.5’7CDROM .26.99 

Veil Of Darkness.24.99 

Virtual Worlds.29.99 

Virtuoso.CDROM 26.99 

Vital Light (Windows).19.99 

Voyages of Discovery.22.99 

Voyeur.CDROM .27.99 

Warcraft Ores & Humans3.5’7CDROM .26.99 

WEMBLEY RUGBY LEAGUE.19.99 

Wild Blue Yonder.CDROM .31.99 

Wing Armada.27.99 

Wing Armada.CDROM 32.99 

Wing Commander 1.11.99 

Wing Commander 2 & Speech Pack.26.99 

WING COMMANDER 3.CDROM 35.99 

Wings Of Glory.29.99 

Wings Of Glory (Enhanced)CDROM 32.99 

Wizardry 5,6 & 7 Compilation.22.99 

Wolfenstein 3D.13.99 

Wolf Pack.16.99 

Wolf Pack.CDROM .22.99 

World Cup Golf.CDROM 27.99 

World Cup Year '94 ....3,57CDROM .22.99 
World Soccer Interactive Review..CDROM 22.99 

World Tennis.CDROM .29.99 

Worlds of Legend.CDROM .14.99 

X-Wing.27.99 

X-Wing - B-Wing Mission Disk.13.99 

X-Wing - Imperial Pursuit.13.99 

X-WlNG - COLLECTION3.57CDROM 29.99 

Zephyr.3.5’'/CDROM .26.99 

Zeppelin.3.57CDROM .27.99 

Zig Zag.27.99 

Zool2.CDROM 22.99 

Zool2.19.99 

Zonked.16.99 

Zorro.3.5'7CDROM 26.99 


SPECIALOFFERS 


7th Guest (OEM).CDROM 16.99 

Alone In The Dark & Jack In Dark CDROM 16.99 

Batman Returns.9.99 

Betrayal at Krondor (OEM) CDROM .18.99 

Board Genius.16.99 

Championship Manager '93.16.99 

Chessmaster 3000.3.5”/CDROM .14.99 

David Ledbetters Goif.9.99 

Day Of The Tentacle (OEM) ...CDROM 19.99 

Dogfight.3.57CDROM 12.99 

Dune (OEM).CDROM 15.99 

Eight Bali Deluxe Pinball.16.99 

FI 5 Strike Eagle 3.3,57CDROM 12.99 

Freddy Pharkas Frontier Pharmacist 16.99 

Gabriel Knight.14.99 

Gabriel Knight (OEM).CDROM 17.99 

J Nicklaus Courses St Andrews etc ....7.99 
J Nicklaus Courses Royal Birkdale etc7.99 
J Nicklaus Courses Pebble Beach etc 7.99 

Jutland (OEM).CDROM 16.99 

Kick Off 3.3,5"/CDROM .. 9.99 

Kings Quest 6 (OEM).CDROM 14.99 

Leisure Suit Larry6 (OEM) CDROM .18.99 

Lemmings 2 - The Tribes.16.99 

Lost in Time (Parts 1 & 2).16.99 

Mad Dog McCree (OEM)...CDROM 16.99 
MadDogMcCree2(OEM)CDROM 17.99 
Mavis Beacon Teaches Touch Type.16.99 

Microcosm (OEM).CDROM .12.99 

Outpost (OEM). 

Pirates Gold. 

Premier Manager 2. 

Rebel Assault (OEM).... 

Red Baron Data Disk.... 

Return Of The Phantom 

Shadoworlds. 

Subwar 2050 (OEM). 

Syndicate Plus (OEM).CDROM 22.99 

UFO (OEM).CDROM .17.99 

Ultima 8 - Pagan (OEM) . ..CDROM 22.99 

TFX(OEM).CDROM 19.99 

The Shadow Of Yserbius.9.99 

Tornado + Desert Storm3.5"/CDROM 9.99 

Wing Commander (OEM)..5.99 

World Class Rugby (Five Nationsf..9.99 


CDROM .21.99 

.16.99 

7 99 

cbROM’22^99 
9.99 
16.99 
9 99 

CDROm!i7'99 


..27.99 

12.99 

26.99 
..CDROM 32.99 
..CDROM .32.99 

27.99 


Subwar 2050 & Scenery ....CDROM .27.99 

Superfrog.13.99 

Superstreetfighter 2.20.99 

Superhero League of Hoboken3.57CDROM 26.99 

Syndicate.26.99 

Syndicate Data Disk.13.99 

Syndicate Plus.CDROM 32.99 

System Shock.27.99 

System Shock (Enhanced)CDROM. 32.99 

S.U.B.17.99 

Tactical Man English,Scottish or Italian ...22.99 

Tactical Manager.CDROM 26.99 

TACTICAL MANAGER 94/95 DATA DISK 12.99 

Tank Commander.CDROM .26.99 

Tarzan.16.99 

Test Pilot.CDROM 26.99 

TPX 07 QQ 

TFX.^'.'..'.'.. 

The Blue And The Gray3.57CDROM26.99 

Theme Park.3,5/CDROM 27.99 

The Crystal Maze.26.99 

The Horde.CDROM .27.99 

THE JOYS OF SEX.CDROM 26.99 

The Psychotron.CDROM .32.99 


MT Speakers 2x20 watt-SBC620.39.99 

MT Speakers 2x35 watt-SBC630.79.99 

MT S/woofer Syst 50 watt-SBC650...74.99 
MT Speakers 2x 50 watts-SBC660.119,99 

Panasonic CR562 Kit.139.99 

Panasonic CR562 Pro.149.99 

Q/joy PC Optix Swltchable-Analog/Digital29.99 
Quickjoy PC Raider-SV206 (Analog) ..9.99 

Quickjoy PC Propad-SV230.10.99 

Quickjoy PC Fighter M5-SV201.13.99 

Quickjoy PC Connection M6-SV202 ...9.99 
Quickjoy PC Topstar-SV227 (Digita()17.99 

Quickjoy PC Commander-SV207.16.99 

Quick oy Topstar SV227.19.99 

SAITEK MEGAGRIP 3-MX230 (ANALOG) 12.99 
Saitek Megagrip 7-MX732 (Analog) .,13.99 

Saitek Megagrip 8-MX734.14.99 

Saitek Megastick 3-MX130 (Digital)..,.8.99 

Screenbeat 3 Speakers-SB203.12.99 

Screenbeat Mains Adaptor.7.99 

SS-50 Speakers (8 Watt RMS Built In) ...34.99 

Soundblaster 16 Value SB-2770.89.99 

Suncom Command Control Pad.13.99 

Suncom Dual Joystick Adaptor.6.99 

SUNCOM FX2000 (ANALOG).19.99 

Suncom Flightmax (Analog).27,99 

Suncom G-Force Yoke.49.99 

Suncom Gameport 2000 Dual Port Card.... 16.99 


EDUCATIONAL 


ADI GCSE Maths, English or French22.99 
ADI English (11-12), (12-13), (13-14) 17.99 
AD! French (11-12(, (12-13), (13-14)17.99 
ADI Maths (11-12), (12-13). (13-14) .17.99 

ADI Reading (4-5) or (6-7).17.99 

Beauty And The Beast (Storybook)CDROM. 14.99 

Berlitz Think & Talk French.99.99 

Berlitz Think & Talk German.99.99 

Berlitz Think & Talk Italian.99.99 

Berlitz Think & Talk Spanish.99.99 

Better Maths (12-16 Years).13.99 

Better Spelling (B-f Years).13.99 

Biology (12-16 Years).13.99 

Cave Maze (8-13 Years).10.99 

Chemistry (12-16 Years).13.99 

Comptons Encyclopaedia (OEM).CDROM 22,99 
Encyclopaedia Of Science CDROM 69.99 

Flying Fingers.22.99 

Fraction Goblins (8-13 Years).10.99 

Fun School 2 (-6) or (6-8) or (8-^).8,99 

Fun School 3 (-5) or (5-7) of (7-f) 13.99 

Fun School 4 (-5) or (5-7) or {7+) .16.99 

FUN SCHOOL 5 - DREAMLAND (4-7)19.99 

FUN SCHOOL 5 - SPACE (6-7).19.99 

FUN SCHOOL 5 - TIME (8-11).19.99 

Grolier Encyclopaedia (OEM).CDROM 22.99 

Incredible Cross-Sections-SlowawayCDROM 34.99 

Junior Typist.13.99 

Macmillan’s Did for Children (OEM)CDROM .15.99 

Magic Maths (4-8 Years).13.99 

Maths Dragons (5-12 Years).10.99 

Maths Mania (8-12 Years).13.99 

MS Explores the Human Body CDROM .34.99 
MS Explores the Solar SystemCDROM ,34.99 
My First Incrwiible Amazing DictionaryCDROM 34.99 

Noddy's Playtime (3-7 Years).19.99 

Noddy's Big Adventure (3-7 Years) ..19.99 

Our Solar System.CDROM . 12.99 

Physics (12-16 Years).13.99 

Picture Fractions (7-10 Years).10.99 

Prescription Drugs Pharmacists GuideCDROM ..12.99 

Reading Rainbow.CDROM .12.99 

Reasoning With Trolls (5-12 Years) .10.99 

Syracuse Lang Sys Spanish (4-9)CDROM.22.99 

Syracuse Lang Sys English (4-9).CDROM ,22.99 
Syracuse Lang Sys French (4-9) .CDROM .22.99 
Syracuse Lang Sys German (4-9)CDROM .22.99 
Syracuse Lang Sys Japanese (4-9) CDROM .22.99 
Syracuse Lang Sys English 9+.CDROM .24.99 
Syracuse Lang Sys French 9+..CDROM .24.99 
Syracuse Lang Sys English 9+.CDROM .24.99 
The Ultimate Human BodyCDROM. 55.99 

The Ways Things Work.CDROM 55.99 

Time Flies (6-12 Years).10.99 

Thomas the Tank Engine.6.99 

Thomas the Tank Engine Collection.10.99 

Tidy the House (5-9 Years).10.99 

Treasure Island.CDROM .12.99 

World Atlas v5.0.12.99 

A Christmas Carol {&+ Years).13.99 

Robin Hood (8-f Years).13.99 

The Three Bears (5-10 Years).13.99 

The Wizard Of Oz (6-t- Years).13.99 

Wind In The Willows (8-i- Years).13.99 


Zool. 

.9.99 

JOYSTICKS & 
ACCESSORIES 

2M Parallel Printer Cable. 

3M Parallel Printer Cable. 

.2.99 

.4.99 

5M Parallel Printer Cable. 

10M Parallel Printer Cable. 

6.99 

9.99 

3 Button Serial Mouse. 

9.99 

CH FLIGHTSTICK. 

....29.99 

CH FLIGHTSTICK PRO. 

Disk Box (10 Capacity). 

Disk Box (40 Capacity). 

....59.99 

1.99 

4.99 

Disk Box (50 Capacity). 

Disk Box (80 Capacity). 

5.99 

6.99 


Disk Box (100 Capacity).7.99 

Freewheel Analog Steering Wheel....27.99 

FreeFlight Analog Throttle.15.99 

Gravis Analog Joystick.29.99 

GRAVIS ANALOG PRO JOYSTICK 39.99 
Gravis Dual Eliminator PC Gameport ..24.99 

Gravis PC Gamepad.19.99 

Joystick/Mouse Extension Cable.4.99 

Keyboard.17.99 

Keyboard Extension Cable.4.99 

Logic 3 Tornado-JT251 (Analog).12.99 

Logic 3 Delta-Ray-JT256 (Digital).12.99 

Logic 3 Quatro-JT256 (Digital).14.99 

Mains Extension Lead/Coupler.3.99 

Mains Lead Moulded.3.99 

Monitor VGA/SVGA Extension Cable .4.99 

Mousehouse.1.99 

Mousemat.1.99 

MT Speakers 2x5 watt-SBC600.19.99 

MT Speakers 2x10 watt-SBC610.33.99 


MS Windows v3.11.79.99 

OS2 warp.69.99 

Page Plus 3 (Windows).49.99 

Platinum Fonts (Windows) CDROM .12.99 
Platinum Multimedia (Win) CDROM .12.99 
Platinum Publisher (Win)...CDROM .12.99 

Platinum Utilities (Win).CDROM .12.99 

QEMM v7.5.59.99 

Quattro Pro v5.45.99 

Sage - Instant Accounting.119.99 

Tuii)Ocad v2.0 (Windows).75.99 

Uninstaller v2.39.99 

Video Director v2 (Windows).89.99 

Visual Basic Pro.249.99 

Windows v3.1.79.99 

Winfax Pro v4.0.75.99 

Visiov3.0.109.99 

WordPerfect Infocentral.59.99 

Wordstar for Windows v2.0.35.99 

World of Clipart.CDROM ...9.99 

World of Communication...CDROM ...9.99 

World of DOS.CDROM ...9.99 

World of Fonts & Icons.CDROM ...9.99 

World of Windows.CDROM ...9.99 


DOS PD & Shareware 


3.5" Blank Discs 


TDK Precision Unbranded 
Low High Low High Low High 

10 5.99 6.99 3.99 5.99 3.50 4.99 

20 11.50 13.50 7.50 11.50 6.50 9.50 

50 27.50 32.50 17.50 27.50 16.25 22.50 

100 52.50 62.50 32.50 52.50 29.99 42.50 


Access v2.0.289.99 

After Dark v3.0.26.99 

Amipro (Windows).109.99 

Approach.109.99 

Arts & Letters 59.99 

Borland Turbo C++ v3 (DOS).59.99 

Borland Quattro Pro v5 (DOS/WIN)..49.99 
CompuServe 19.99 

Coral Draw 3.114.99 

Coral Draw 4.299.99 

Coral Draw 5.449.99 

Coral Flow... 59.99 

Dr Fonts (Windows).CDROM ...9.99 

Dr Graphics (Windows).CDROM ...9.99 

Freeway Accounts Master Coll.59.99 

GST First Press.22.99 

GST First Design.35.99 

Instant Accounting.89.99 

Intuit Quickinvoice.35.99 

Intuit Quickbooks v2.0 for Windowsi 19.99 

Intuit Quicken for DOS v6.0.39.99 

Intuit Quicken for Windows v3.0.35.99 

Intuit Quicken Home Inventory.22.99 

Key Cad Complete.29.99 

Key Fonts.29.99 

Key Ciipmaster (DOS).29.99 

Key Project Manager.29.99 

Lotus Organiser.109.99 

MS Word.279.99 

MS Works for Windows v3.0.119.99 

MS DOS V6.22.49.99 

MS Office Professional.549.99 

MS Publisher 79.99 


GAMES 

G002 Lamers. 

G003 Desert Raid. 

G004 Elecvtro Body. 

G005 Bio Menace. 

G006 Jetpack . 


..1.25 

1.25 

1.25 

1.25 

1.25 


G007 Comm Keen 4 Goodbye Galaxy 1.25 
G008 Comm Keen 1 Inv of Vorticons.1.25 

G009 Wolfenstein 3D.1.25 

G010 Wolfenstein Extra's.1.25 

G011 HoosierCity.1.25 

G012 Space Flight Simulator.1.25 

G013 Secret Agent.1.25 

G015 Overkill.1.25 

G016 Classic Pinball.1.25 

C3017 Meltdown.1.25 

G018 Rapid Response.1.25 

G019 Dark Ages 1 Prince of Destiny..! .25 

G020 Llamatron.1.25 

G021 Last Half of Darkness.1.25 

G022 Global Warfare.1.25 

G023 Duke Nukem 2.3.75 

G024 Reduke - Duke Nukem data disk .1.25 

G025 Morkin 2.1.25 

G026 Hugo’s House of Horrors.1.25 

G028 Ford Simulator 2.1.25 

G029 Ford Simulator 3.1.25 

G030 Ken's Labyrinth.1.25 

G031 Zone 66.1.25 

G032 Gate World.1.25 

G033 Cyber Chess.1.25 

G034 Keen Dreams.1.25 

G035 Keen6.. 1.25 

G036 Sky Roads.1.25 

G037 Jazz Jack Rabbit.2.50 

G038 Brix. 1.25 

G039 Mutant Space Bats.1.25 

G040 Rameifox 1.25 

G041 Psionics.1.25 

G042 One Must Fall.2.50 

G043 Raptor.2.50 

G044 Wacky Wheels.2.50 

G046 Doom Extra's.1.25 

G047 World Cup Cricket.1.25 

G048Xargon... 1.25 

G049 Power Chess.1.25 

G050 Armies of Steel.1.25 

G051 Super Android.1.25 

G052 Mystic Towers.1.25 

G053 Combat Zone.1.25 

G054 Doom Front End v1.31.1.25 

G055 Revenge of the Mutant Camels 1.25 

G056 Doom WadPac 1.1.25 

G057 Doom Editor Utilities v5.21 .1.25 

G058 Cosmo’s Cosmic Adventures....! .25 

G059 Mahjong VGA.1.25 

G060 PC Pro Golf.1.25 

G061 Space Chase.1.25 

G062 Traffic Department 2192.2.50 

G063 OMF2097.2.50 

UTILITIES 

U001 Automenu.1.25 

U002 Powermenu.1.25 

U003 Baker's Dozen.1.25 

U004 Screen Saver.1.25 

U005 Menu Utilities.1.25 

U006 Disk Spool 2.1.25 

U007 Flexibak. 1.25 

U008 EZ Copy 3.1.25 

U009 Expel - Virus Control.1.25 

U010 Still River Shell DOS Enhancer.1.25 

U011 Power Batch. 1.25 

U012 Printer Setup Utility.1.25 

U013 Diskette Labeller.2.50 

U014AsEasyAsv5.5. 1.25 

U015PCFile7. 2.50 

U016 Easy Base v1.2.1.25 

U017File Express v5.1 .1.25 

U018 625 Business Letters.1.25 

GRAPHICS 

GR001 Dinosaurs Colour PCX Files ..1.25 

GR 002 Cartoon Colour PCX Files.1.25 

GR003 Neopaint v2.2.1.25 

GR004 Neopaint Fonts 1.1.25 

GR005 Neopaint Fonts 2.1.25 

GR006 Science Fiction Colour PCX Filesi .25 
GR007 Famous People Colour PCX Files 1.25 

GR008DMORFv1.12.1.25 

GR009 Aviation, Cars & Space PCX Filesi .25 
GR010 Star Trek & Wars Colour PCX Files 1.25 
OVER 18’s 

X001 Pinups 2.1.25 

X002 Corporate Scumbags.1.25 

X003 Adult Games 2.1.25 

X004Astrotit. 1.25 

X005 XXX Printmaster Graphics.1.25 

X007 Page 3 Girls.6.25 

X008 Naughty Nips Vol 1 .2.50 

X009 Naughty Nips Vol 2.2.50 

X010 Naughty Nips Vol 3.3.75 

X011 Naughty Nips Vol 4.3.75 

X012 Naughty Nips Vol 5.2.50 

X013 Naughty Nips Vol 6.2.50 

X014 Naughty Nips Vol 7.9.99 

X015 Naughty Nips Vol 8.9.99 

X016 Naughty Nips Vol 9.9.99 

X017 Naughty Nips Vol 10.9.99 

X018 Naughty Nips Vol 11.9.99 


Windows PD & Shareware 


GAMES 

WG001 Battle on Distant Planets.1.25 

WG002 Microman v3.1.1.25 

WG003 Castle of Winds.1.25 

WG004 13 0ut.1.25 

WG005 Battles in aDistant Desert.1.25 

WG006 Air Force.1.25 

WG007 ABM Command.1.25 

WG008 Backgammon.1.25 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































StrateiicPLUs 


FAST & FRIENDLY MAIL ORDER 

081 977 8088 


VISIT OUR SHOP 


Slraiegic Plus Software 




WE STOCK THE LATEST USA RELEASES 

Call 081 977 8088 for the latest information 


We Specialise in: 

I Flight Simulations ■ Strategy 
I Role-Playing ■ WARGAMES ■ 


■ Sports Simulations 
Adventures H CD Software 


Strategic Plus Software 
28 D&E The Courtyard 
High Street 
Hampton Hill 
Middlesex 
TW12 IPD 

Tel: 081 977 8088 

Fax: 081 977 4822 

Cserve ID 100014,3466 
CIX STRAT.PLUS 


Operation Crusader 

£44.99 

1830 'Railway Business Sim' 

£Call 

Transport Tycoon 

£35.99 

Menzobaranzan 

£Cali 

Harpoon II 

£44.99 

Panzer General 

£35.99 

Front Page Football '95 - CD 

£35.99 

'Star Trail' Arkania 

£39.99 

Aces Of The Deep CD 

£35.99 

Earth Siege 'MetalTech' 

£35.99 

Stalingrad 

£Catl 

SSI Classics 


Under Kiiiing Moon - CD 

£44.99 

BA TTLE OF ANTIETAM 


System Shock - CD 

£39.99 

BATTLES OF NAPOLEON 


US Navy Fighter 

£39.99 

BATTLES/NAPOLEON SCENARIO 1-6 


Wing Commander III - CD 

£49.99 

CONFLICT MIDDLE EAST, 


Flight Commander II (Win) 

£44.99 

Cic / I Y^DUnvi 

KAMPFGRUPPE 


KA 50 

£Caii 

MECH BRIGADE 


F14 Gold CD 

£39.99 

REBEL CHARGE AT CHICKAMAUGA 


5th Fleet 

£44.99 

RED LIGHTNING 

SONS OF LIBERTY 


Battledrome 'MetalTech' 

£39.99 

STAR COMMAND 


FALCON GOLD -CD 

£39.99 

STELLAR CRUSADE 


Little Big Adventure 

£39.99 

STORM ACROSS EUROPE 


Harpoon II Book 

£18.95 

WARSHIP 

WESTERN FRONT 


Aide De Camp 

£59.99 

WARGAME CON. II Scenario 1&6 


Star Trek TNG Tech Manuai CD 

£39.99 

Each. 

....£14.99 



MARK IIFLIGHT 
CONTROL SYSTEM 


MARK II WEAPONS 
CC»JTROL SYSTEM 


THRUSTMASTER- 
the ultimate in 
flight control 
realism.F/rghf 
Control System 
Pro - £119.99, 

Weapons Control System II - £109.99, 
Rudder Pedals - £119.99. And now 
the Formula Tl Wheel with gear shift 

and pedals- &I45.99, NOWIN F-16 PCS £139.99 
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10 7o Discount 


Receive a further 10% dis¬ 
count on ALL advanced 
order. 

PLUS priority despatch! 

Coll for defoils or see our cur¬ 
rent cotologue for detoils 



Covering the 

ENTIRE Eastern Front 
from 1939-45 includes 
a detailed database of 
hundreds of fighting 
vehicles, weapons and 
forces structures for 
Axis, Allied and Soviet 
Forces. £49.99 


NOW AVAILABLE 

CAMPAIGN DISK £14.99 
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13th Edition Catalogue 


Send £1.50 for our New 60+ page catalogue 


Address 


5 Country 


Postcode 


Send to: Strategic Plus Software - 28D The Courtyard, High St, 
Hampton Hill. Middlesex. TW121PD 
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TIED TO THE BED IN A BATMAN COSTUME 


• •t 


With all the hoo-ha over the flood of digitised 
pornography, let’s turn our attention back to the 
sillier side of life with a brief guide to some of the 
dafter attempts at rudery that have appeared in PC 
games over the years. Censorship? Pah! 






f 

Foreplay 

Swordplay 

In the best possible taste? ^ 


DREAM WEB (EMPIRE) 



For a game with an unrepentingly 
sordid theme, the only real naughti¬ 
ness in this one comes right at the 
very start of the game. Still, if you’re 
a very sad person it might keep you 
playing the game through to see if 
there’s more. 


ECSTATICA(psv6nosis) 



CYBERIA(interplav) 



VOYEUR (INTERPLAV) 



Nudity features heavily in Psygnosis’ 
mediaeval romp, with half-naked 
and frequently impaled balloon peo¬ 
ple cropping up in the background 
with alarming regularity. 

Towards the end of the game, our 
hero (or heroine, the choice is 
yours) wanders into the local dun¬ 
geon ... 

Bar this very brief moment of tender¬ 
ness, when boy meets girl and they 
kiss as the sun sets behind them, 
Cyberia keeps the action pretty 
clean from start to finish. 


Throughout this Dallas-esqe murder 
mystery game, there are titillating 
promises of all sorts of shenani¬ 
gans, but the only real misbehaviour 
happens between these two lovely 
characters, mainly in the opening 
credits. Selling the game on sex? 
Surely not? 


The hero has been told to kill a rock 
star called David Crane. He wanders 
in when Crane is in flagrante delicto 
with an unspecified person of the 
opposite gender. The hero points his 
weapon at Crane, the woman jumps 
off the bed stark naked and you’re 
presented with a brief flash of 
Crane’s family jewels.. . 

... Lo and behold, he/she is con¬ 
fronted with an assortment of naked 
men recklessly waving feathered 
fans and bodily parts with a com¬ 
plete disregard for the safety of 
spectators. And who could forget 
the scantily clad female blatantly 
admiring herself. 


When Our Hero should be trying to 
get out of the enemy base, he 
indulges in a very tender, Mills’n’ 
Boon-type embrace with his would- 
be rescuer. 

She is immediately dragged away 
by armed guards and killed. He, 
however, decides that enough is 
enough, and hightails it out of there. 

A Carol Vorderman lookalike (this is 
supposed to be a turn on?) hand¬ 
cuffs lucky Frank to the bed. She 
promptly whips open her dress to 
reveal the full black kit (not the 
Manchester United away strip), rips 
down his trousers, jumps on top and 
wriggles a lot. Very silly. 


. .. not that there’s a lot to see. 
We’re talking about a small handful 
of pixels here. Size isn’t everything, 
but sadly the suitably animated top- 
down view of the ongoing action 
manages to look like nothing recog¬ 
nisable at all. 


The ellipsoid graphics make it diffi¬ 
cult to take anybody seriously 
whose backside looks like it’s been 
constructed from a mating pair of 
Space Hoppers. 

Still, it’s all in a good cause, 
apparently. And there’s not a Tory 
MP in sight. 


Well, I suppose the moral of the 
story is that snogging in Cyberia is 
not a bright thing to do. Zak, ypu’ve 
only got 15 seconds to save the 
Universe! 


Voyeur makes all sorts of promises, 
but rarely delivers the goods. This 
time, wouldn’t you know it, the 
phone goes . . . and she makes a 
hasty exit leaving our poorly digi¬ 
tised Frank still cuffed to the bed. 



Rex Nebular and the 
Cosmic Gender Bender 
(MicroProse) 

Totally daft sci-fi adventure with a 
neat line in sex change humour. 
Infamous for having the brothel as 
the only location you can’t get into. 

Leather Goddesses of 
Phobos i/ll (Infocom) 

Who could forget these bizarre text- 
based adventures which introduced 
the concept of ‘lewd’ mode, plus 
3D specs, a free comic and a 
scratch ‘n’ sniff card (which smelt 


either of toilets, or of chocolate 
smelling like toilets?). Remarkable. 

Sorcerers get all the 
Girls (Legend) 

Leather Goddess creator Steve 
Meretsky went on to create this 
‘High School plus magic’ comedy 
series, taking ‘lewd’ mode to new 
heights of schoolboy silliness. 

Late Night Sexy TV Show 
(Dynabyte) 

Very rude game show featuring vir¬ 
tual sex and an orgasmatron. The, 
er, climax of the game is to 
exchange bodily fluids with your 


opponent... an Italian concept 
game. Need we say more? 

LeisureSuit Larry series 
(Sierra) 

Larry — the Sid James of unfunny 
American point 'n click — actually 
did it in the very first game of the 
series. If you didn’t remember to 
wear a condom you caught a dis¬ 
ease . . . Nice touch, that. Subtle. 

Defender of the Crown 
(Cinemaware) 

A pioneer of computer ‘romance’, 
way back in 1986 (or thereabouts) 
the hero and a suitable lucky(?) 


lady take time off from mediaeval 
swashbuckling. Sadly the scene 
fades to nothingness before you 
see anything interesting. It was in 
CGA, anyway. 
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IBM PC 

PRIt 

A-Train & Construction Set 

C14-99 

Doom Data Disk 3 

£8-99 

kings Quest 6 

C97-M 

Ragnarock 

£94-9 

Aces of the Deep 

C95.99 

Dr Brain 9 

£96-99 

Kyrandia 9 

£99-99 

Rags to Riches 

£95-9 

Aces of Pacific 

C93-99 

Dragonsphere 

£97-99 

Lands of Lore 

£99-99 

Railroad Tycoon 

£19-9 

Across the Rhine 

C97.99 

Dreamlands 

£18-99 

Legend 

£90-99 

Railroad Tycoon Deluxe 

£94-9 

Addiction 

£19.99 

Dreamweb 

£96-99 

Legend of Myra 

£9-99 

Raptor (part 1) 

£4.9 

Aladdin 

£19.99 

Dune 9 

£10-99 

Legions 

£99.99 

Reach for the Skies 

£93-9 

Alien Legacy 

£9599 

Dungeon Master 9 

£95-99 

Legions (Windows) 

£99.99 

Realms 

£9-9 

Alien Olympics 

£15.99 

Earth Siege 

£95-99 

Leisure Suit Larry 6 

£96-99 

Realms of Darkness 

£19-9 

Alone in the Dark & lack 

£95-99 

Elder Scrolls 

£95-99 

Links 386 

£98.99 

Rebel JLssault 

£31-9 

Alone in the Dark 9 

£95-99 

Empire Soccer 

£16-99 

Links Prairie Dune 

£16.99 

Red Baron VGA 

£94-9 

Arcade Pool/Overdrive 

£19-99 

Epic 

£90-99 

Lion King 

£99.99 

Red Crystal 

£97-9 

Archer Macleans Pool 

£19-99 

European Champions 

£18-99 

Litil Divil 

£14-99 

Red Hell 

£95-9 

Armour Geddon 9 

£94-99 

Evasive Action 

£90-99 

Lode Runner 

£99.99 

Renegade 

£98.9 

Award Winners 

£99.99 

Even more incred. machines 

£95-99 

Lode Runner (Windows) 

£99.99 

Retribution 

£95-9 

Award Winners 9 

£99-99 

Excess Denied 

£99-99 

Lords of Midnight 

£99-99 

Return to Zork 

£98-9 

B Wing 

£13-99 

Explorer 

£95-99 

Lords of the Realm 

£95.99 

Rex Notator 

£19-9 

Bane of Cosmic Forge 

£94-99 

FI 

£18-99 

Lost in Time 

£95-99 

Rise Of The Robots (SVGA) 

£99.9 

Banshee 

£19-99 

F117A Nighthawk 

£94-99 

Lotus 3 

£19-99 

Rise Of The Robots (VGA) 

£97.9 

Bat 9 

£94-99 

FI 4 Fleet Defender 

£97-99 

Magic Carpet 

£98.99 

Robinsons Requiem 

£95-9 

Battle Isle 9 

£94-99 

FA Premier League Football 

£18-99 

Magic Boy 

£16-99 

Robocod 

£6-9 

Battlebugs 

£95-99 

Fantasy Football 

£91-99 

Man Utd Premier Champ 

£17-99 

Rules of Engagement 9 

£94-9 

Battles of the South Pacific 

£98-99 

Fatal Strokes 

£99-99 

Mario is Missing 

£95-99 

Ryder Cup 

£19-9 

B C Racers 

£99.99 

Fatman 

£16-99 

Mario’s Time Machine 

£95-99 

S.U.B. 

£99-9 

Beneath a Steel Sky 

£90-99 

Fields of Glory 

£97-99 

Mario Teaches Typing 

£95.99 

Sabre Team 

£18-9 

Betrayal at Krondor 

£95-99 

Fighterwing 

£31.99 

Masters of Magic 

£98.99 

San Francisco 

£95-9 

Big Sea 

£19-49 

FIFA International Soccer 

£94-99 

Master of Orion 

£97-99 

Santas Xmas Capers 

£6.9 

Bloodnet 

£94-99 

Flashback 

£14.99 

Match of the Day 

£19-99 

Scrabble 

£19-9 

Bloodstone 

£11-99 

Flight Sim Scenery Disk 

£95-99 

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing 

£7.99 

Seal Team 

£13-9 

Body Blows 

£11-99 

Flight Sim v5 

£95-99 

Mean Arenas 

£19-99 

Sensible Soccer 99/93 

£14-9 

Body Count 

£19-99 

Flight Sim tool kit Deluxe 

£31.99 

Mercenaries 

£19-99 

Settlers 

£94-9 

Breach 3 

£95-99 

Football Glory 

£19.99 

Micro Machines 

£18-99 

Shadow Worlds 

£91-9 

Brutal Sports Football 

£5.99 

Football Pro 

£95-99 

Microprose FI G. Prix 

£95-99 

Sid & Al's Incredible Machine 

£95-9 

Burn Time 

£95-99 

Formula 1 Team Manager 

£99-99 

Microprose Golf 

£16-99 

Sid & JU's Incredible Toons 

£95-9 

Burning Rubber 

£19-99 

Freddie Pharkas Frontier Pharmacist 


Millennium Return 

£91-99 

Sid it JU's Toons (Windows) 

£95-9 

Campaign 9 

£19-99 


£94-99 

Monkey Isle 9 

£91-99 

Silent Service 9 

£19-9 

Cannonfodder 

£10-99 

Front Page Sports Baseball 

£95-99 

Mortal Kombat 

£19-99 

Silver Ball 

£19-9 

Cannonfodder 9 

£99.99 

Front Page Sports Football 

£95-99 

Mr Blobby 

£19-99 

Sim 9000 Scenario 1 

£9-9 

Captive 9 

£99-99 

Frontier Elite 9 

£19-99 

NJLSCAR 

£95.99 

Sim 9000 Scenario 9 

£9-9 

Carrier Strike 

£94-99 

Funschool 4 (5-7) 

£16-99 

Navy Strike 

£98.99 

Sim City 9000 

£93-9 

Champ Manager End of Season 

£10-99 

Funschool 4 (7-11) 

£16-99 

New Vork Scenery 

£15-99 

Sim City Deluxe 

£90-9 

Champ Manager Italia 

£15-99 

Funschool 4 (U5's) 

£16-99 

NFI Coaches Club Football 

£95-99 

Sim City/Lemmings 

£19-9 

Championship Manager 93 

£18-99 

Funschool in Space (6-9) 

£19.99 

Nick Faldo's Champ Golf 

£94-99 

Sim City/Populous 

£19-9 

Championship Manager 94 

£0-99 

Funschool Time (8-11) 

£19.99 

Noddy's Big Adventure 

£19-99 

Sim Classics (3 in 1 pack) 

£98-9 

Championship Man. Compendium 

£19.99 

G. Gooch World Cricket 

£19-99 

Noddy's Playtime 

£19-99 

Sim Earth 

£13-9 

Champions of Krynn 

£19-99 

Gabriel Knight 

£94-99 

Omar Sharif's Bridge 

£91-99 

Sim Earth (Windows) 

£19-9 

Chaos Engine 

£19-99 

Genesia 

£91-99 

On the Ball League 

£99-99 

Simon the Sorcerer 

£94-9 

Chess Maniac 

£99-99 

Global Domination 

£94-99 

Oregamo 

£97-99 

Slater & Charlie 

£99-9 

Civilisation 

£93-99 

Goal 

£19-99 

Outpost 

£95-99 

Sleepwalker 

£18-9 

Classic CollectionrAccess 

£15.99 

Goblins 3 

£94-99 

Overdrive 

£19-99 

Slipstream 

£95-9 

Classic CollectioniLucas 

£19.99 

Grand Prix 

£98-99 

Overlord 

£97-99 

Snaparaii 

£19-9 

Classic Collection:Velocity 

£19.99 

Grand Slam 9 Wind 

£98-99 

Pacific Air War 

£97-99 

Soccer Kid - 

£19-9 

Club Football 

£19-99 

Grandest Fleet 

£97-99 

Pacific Strike 

£97-99 

Space Crusade 

£17-9 

Colonisation 

£98-99 

Great Naval Battles 

£9-99 

Pacific Strike SJL.P. 

£19-99 

Space Federation 

£95-9 

Colossus Compilation 

£14-99 

Harpoon (Windows) 

£99.99 

Pacific Worlds 

£93-99 

Space Legends 

£99-9 

Combat Classics 9 

£99-99 

Hannibal 

£19-49 

Perfect General 9 

£91-99 

Space Quest HI 

£9-9 

Commanche Max. Overkill 

£94-99 

Hardball 4 

£99-99 

Perfect Trilogy 

£97-99 

Space Quest Trilogy 

£33-0 

Commanche + Missions 

£95.99 

Harrier Hayes 

£98-99 

PGA Plus 

£95-99 

Space Quest V 

£93-9 

Cosmic Spacehead 

£16-99 

Heimdall 9 

£95-99 

PGA Tour Golf -H 

£9-99 

Speed Racer 

£95-9 

Crystal Maze 

£95-99 

Hired Guns 

£94-99 

Pinball Dreams 

£91-99 

Split Screen Soccer Manager 

£19.9 

Curse of Enchantia 

£11-99 

Hokum HA-50 

£95.99 

Pinball Dreams 9 

£19-99 

Star Dust 

£19-9 

Cyberrace 

£9.99 

Horrendest Fleet 

£98-99 

Pinball Fantasies 

£91-99 

Star Reach 

£95-9 

Cyberspace 

£99-99 

Imperial Pursuit 

£19-99 

Pirates of Gold 

£99-99 

Star Trek 9 Last Rites 

£95-9 

Cyberworlds 

£17-99 

Incredible Machines 9 

£99-99 

Piiia Tycoon 

£98.99 

Star Wars Screen Ent 

£19-9 

D Day 

£93-99 

Incredible Toons 

£94-99 

Police Quest 4 

£94-99 

Starlord 

£91-9 

Dangerous Streets 

£16-99 

Indy Car Racing 

£19-99 

Populous it Promised Lands 

£10-99 

Startrek 95th JLnniversary 

£94-9 

Dark Legions 

£99-99 

Indy Car Track Pack 

£9-99 

Populous 9.f 

£95-99 

Starwars Chess 

£99-9 

David Leadbetters Golf 

£19-99 

Indy Fate of Atlantis Ad. 

£93-99 

Power Tactics 

£19-99 

Streetfighter 9 

£9-9 

Dawn Patrol 

£98-99 

Inferno 

£98-99 

Powerdrive 

£19-99 

Strike Commander 

£96-9 

Day of the Tentacle 

£96-99 

Innocent until Caught 

£93-99 

Powermonger 

£11-99 

Strike Squad 

£94-9 

Defender of the Empire 

£19.99 

Ishar 3 

£91-99 

Powerslide 

£95.99 

Strike Tactical Gnd 

£19-7 

Delta 5 

£96-99 

Italia Data dish 

£10.99 

Premier Division Manager 

£7-99 

Striker 

£19-9 

Demongate 

£90-99 

Jet Strike 

£16-99 

Prince of Persia 

£10-99 

Stronger Hold 

£99-9 

Dennis 

£19-99 

letfighter 9 

£30-99 

Prince of Persia 9 

£94-99 

Stunt Island 

£97-9 

Desert Strike 

£90-99 

Jimmy Whites Snooker 

£9-99 

Private Righteous Fire 

£19-99 

Suburban Commander 

£15-9 

Detroit 

£93-49 

John Madden 9 

£18-99 

Privateer 

£99-99 

Super Hero League 

£95-9 

Dogfight 

£19.99 

Jungle Strike 

£90-99 

Proj'ect X 

£19-99 

Super League Manager 

£19-9 

Doom 

£99-99 

Jurassic Park 

£99-99 

Psycho Pinball 

£99-99 

Superfrog 

£19-9 

Doom Data 1 

£8-99 

Kick Off 3 

£19-99 

Quarantine 

£95-99 

Superski Pro 

£99.9 

Doom 9 

£99-99 

Kingdom 

£95-99 

Quest for Glory 9 

£13-99 

Survival 

£95-9 

Doom Data Disk 9 

£8-99 

Kingmaker 

£93-99 

Quest for Glory 4 

£94-99 

T.F.X. 

£99-9 


IBM PC 

Tactical Manajer (Ens) 
Tactical Manajer (Italy) 
Tactical Manager (Scot) 
Tactical Manager 94/9S 
Task Force 1949 
Tegels Mercenaries 
Terminator 9 (Arcade) 
Terminator Rampage 
Tessarae 
Test Drive 3 

The Complete Chess System 

The Incredible Machine 

The Premiership 

Theme Park 

Tie Fighter 

Tim Robot 

Tim Toons 

Tornado 

Total Carnage 

Tower Assault 

Transport Tycoon 

Traps N Treasures 

Triple Actions 

Troddlers 

Turning Points 

TV Boxing 

U96 

UFO 

Ultima 7 (Black Cate) 
Ultima 7 (Serpent Isle) 
Ultima 8 
Ultima 8 S.A.P. 

Ultima Trilogy 9 
Ultima Underworld 
Ultima Underworld 9 
Ultimate Blows 
Ultimate Body Blows 
Ultimate Pinball 
Universe 

Unnecessary Roughness 
Valhalla 

Veil of Darkness 
Victory at Sea 
Virtual Worlds 
Vital Light 
War in the Gulf 
Whales Voyage 
Wing Commander 
Wing Commander 9 
Wing Commander ACA 
Wing Commander Armada 
Wings of Glory 
Wolf 

Wolf Pack 
World Cup USA 94 
World Of Football 
World of War 
World of Keen 
World War 9 
X Wing VGA 
Xanth 
Xenobots 
Xmas Lemmings 
Zig it Zag 
Zool9 


THE LOWEST PRICES ANYWHERE - NO MEMBERSHIP FEE - REGULAR FREE GIFTS 


1942 Pacific Strike 
7th Guest 
7th Guest/Dune 
Aces of the Deep 
Advantasc Tennis 
Alex D Ice Hockey 
Alien Olympics 
Alone in the Dark & Jack 
Animals in Motion 
Arcade Pool 
Arcade Trivia Quis 
Award Winners 3 
Dattlebujs 
8C Racers 

Beneath a Steel Sky 

Betrayal at Krondor 

Black Warrior V2 

Car 6 Driver/Stormvik 

Chessmaster 4000 

Civilisation A Railroad Tycoon 

Classic Collection:Aceess 

Classic Collectionrlucas 

Colonisation 

Commanche max. Over 

Conspiracy 

Creature Shock 

Dark Lesions 

Dark Seed 

Dawn Patrol 

Day of the Tentacle 

DelU V 

Desert Strike 


Dominus 
Doom 9 

Dracula Unleashed 

Drasonsphere 

Elder Scrolls 

Empire Soccer 

Evasive Action MPC 

Even more Incred. Machines 

Fables & Fiends 

Falcon Gold 

FIFA Soccer International 

Fishterwins 

Football Glory 

Frontier Elite 9 

Funschool in time 8-11 

Gabriel Knishts 

Genesia 

Ghosts £95.99 

Goblins 3 

Hardball 4 

Heimdall 9 

Inca 9 £28-99 

Incredible Toons 

Indi Jones 

Inferno 

International Athletics 
Inteniational Soccer 
Iron Helix 
Ishar 3£98.99 
Jungle Strike 
Jurassic Park 
Kickoff 3 


Kings Quest 7 
Kings Quest Anthology 
Latwrinth of time 
Lands of Lore 
Legions MPC 
Leisure Suit Larry 6 
Leisure Suit Larry Collection 
Lemmings 1 & 9 
Litil Divil 

Little Big Adventure 
Lode Runner 
Lords of Midnight 
Lords of the Realm 
Lost in Time 

Lost Treasures of Infocom 
Lovers Guide 
Magic Carpet 
Man Utd Interactive 
Man Utd Premier Champ 
Mario is Missing Deluxe 
Mario teaches Typing 
Micro French 
Monkey Island (x1) 

Myst (Windows) 

NASCAR 
Nick Faldos Golf 
Noctropolis 
Oceans Below 
On The Ball 
Outpost 
Pissa tycoon 
Playtoons 


Powerdrive 

Powerslide 

Privateer 

Psycho Killer 

Quest for Glory 4 

Rebel Assault 

Renegade 

Retribution 

Return to Zork 

Rise of the Robots (LTD) 

Robinsons Reqiuem 

Saga of Aces 

Sam A Max 

Sea Wolf 

Secret Weapon Luftwaffe 

Shadow of Comet 

Shadowcaster 

Shoot em Off 

Sim Ant 

Sim City 

Sim Town 

Simon the Sorcerer 
Soccer Kid 

Split Screen Soccer Manager 

Star Trek Judgement Rites 

Strike Commander 

Sub War Version 9 Scenario 

Super Ski Pro Deluxe 

System Shock 

T.RX. 

Tactical Manager 94/95 
Tactical Manager (Scot) 
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PGA Golf + 

Police Quest 3 
Premier Manager 2 
Seal Team 
PC 3-5" SPECIALS 


Tactical Manager Eng 
Test Pilot Multimedia 
The Clue 
Theme Park 
Tornado 
Tower Assault 
Tracksuit Manager 94/95 
Transport Tycoon 
UFO 

Ultima 7 Complete 
UHima 8 S.A.P 
Ultima Underworld I -f 9 
Ultimate Body Blows 
Under a Killing Moon 
US Navy Fighters 
Virtual Worlds 
Wild Blue Yonder 
Wing Commander 3 
Wings Of Glory 
Winter Olympics 
Women in Motion 
World Atlas 4.0 
World Cup Golf 
World Cup USA 94 
World Of Football 
World Of Soccer 
X Wing Collectors CD 
Zool9 


50 DS/HD Blank Disks 
100 DS/HD Blank Disks 
250 DS/HDBIankDisks 


£22-00 

£40.00 

£90*00 


(Prices arc for UK Mainland only for disks) 
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The ultimate in playing guides from Computer Manuals 

T here is nothing quite so frustrating as being stuck in a game. Not just 
hitting a bit of a hitch, but well and truly stuck at a mediocre level and 
with no idea how to get going again or improve your rating. Well, let 
PC Review come to the rescue. 

We have here six of the very best playing guides to six of the very best games 
to hit the PC in the last year. These guides are published by the leading com¬ 
puter book supplier Computer Manuals, and they go some way beyond a 
simple do-this-do-that approach to the games in question. 

The six books are: Doom II: The Official Strategy Guide; Myst: Official 
Game Secrets; SimCity 2000: Power, Politics and Planning; Microsoft Space 
Simulator: Official Strategy Guide; TIE Fighter: Official Strategy Guide and 
Under a Killing Moon: Official Strategy Guide. One overall winner of this 
competition will cop the lot: yes, one copy of each of this splendid books goes 
to the main prize-winner. Then for ten runners-up, we have the book of your 
choice —just mark on the coupon which book you’d like if you win. 




How to enter 

Six books, six questions on the games 
they cover: 

1 . What is pictured, right? 

a) Mayors’ house 

b) Fusion power plant 

c) Industrial thingamajig 

2. What is the new weapon in Doom II that did 
not appear in the original Doom? 

a) Swiss Army knife 

b) Double-barrelled shotgun 

c) Hand-held thermo-nuclear water pistol 

3. What is the name of the team which developed 
Myst? 

a) Cyan 

b) Magenta 

c) Yellow 

4 . What secret order did the bloke in a cloak in 
TIE Fighter belong to? 

a) The Secret Order of the Emperor 

b) The Freemasons 

c) MI6 

5. The world-weary barmaid in Killing Moon is 
played by which well-known actress? 

a) Pamela Anderson 

b) Emma Thompson 

c) Margot Kidder 

6. Microsoft’s Space Simulator is an interactive 
history and simulation of space flight. What else 
has Microsoft simulated for us? 

a) Grand prix driving 

b) Civilian aircraft 

c) Submarines in World War II 



When you think you know all the answers, fill 
out the coupon below. Then send the form (or 
a photocopy if you don’t want to spoil your 
copy of the magazine) to: 

Reading Matter 
PC Review 
EMAP Images 
30-32 Farringdon Lane 
London EC1R3AU 


It must reach us by February 15th, 1995. This is the closing 
date and any entries which arrive after that will not be eli¬ 
gible for the prize draw. 


Rules 


O Employees of EMAP Images and Com¬ 
puter Manuals, and their families and associ¬ 
ates are not eligible to enter this competition. 
O No multiple entries, please. 

O No entries received after the closing date 
will be accepted. 

O No cash equivalent to the prizes is available. 
O The editor’s decision is 
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From a 486 to a 
Pentium in six easy 
steps? John Bennett 
shows you how to 
upgrade your PC the 
painiess way. 


I f you have a 486, or even a 386, 
upgrades are relatively straight¬ 
forward. Even if you don’t have 
the now commonplace ZIP (zero 
insertion force) socket, the job of 
slotting in a new chip is hardly the 
toughest one in the world. 
Change a couple of jumpers to 
make sure the PC knows it’s got 
this fancy new processor, and 
Bob’s your uncle — a faster PC. 

The top of the 486 line is currently a choice 
between the 66MHz iDX/2, the 80MHz AMD 
486 chip and the clock-tripled iDX/4. The latter 
is a very powerful little chip: set up properly, a 
DX/4-based PC can easily be made to run as 
fast as the bottom of the range Pentium PCs. 

But after that there’s only one viable option 
— upgrading to a Pentium PC. 

The thing is can you afford a complete new 
Pentium PC? Indeed, you may ask yourself, why 
should I bother buying a whole PC again, if I 
already have a perfectly good monitor, sound 
card, mouse and keyboard you’re familiar with? 
Well, there is an alternative. 

Pentium motherboard 

The way to save yourself some money is to go 
for a new Pentium motherboard, rather than a 
new PC. Many people shy away from this route 
because they’re nervous about a job that 
involves dismantling their entire PC. But, 
believe me, it can be a simple job. 

Pentium motherboards can be bought from 
any number of PC retailers and suppliers, at 
between £500 and £700. Usually, they come with 
8Mb of RAM on board, a256Kor 512Kcache 
and a mixture of PCI and ISA bus slots as well 
as either a P60 or P90 processor. 

But if you’re still nervous about the idea of 
tackling a motherboard upgrade yourself, read 
on to see how it can be done without tears or 
bad language, and in under 20 minutes. 



1. I’ve got the new motherboard, carefully wrapped up in its padded anti-static bag. I've got all the tools I’m like¬ 
ly to need (actually you don’t need anything more complicated than a Philips screwdriver, but it makes me feel 
better to have all this stuff on hand). 

Now, the temptation is to dive straight in, to rip the innards of my 486 to shreds in seconds and get the new, 
super-powered incarnation up and running pronto. But no! I’ve done that sort of thing before and all it ever 
gets me is five leftover bits of important looking multi-coloured cable and nowhere to put them. This time I’m 
going to do things by the book. In fact, the first thing I did was ‘familiarise’ (five minutes skip reading) myself 
with the manual’. That done, it’s time to check the PC is turned off and set apart getting the case off. Let the 
dog see the rabbit, that’s what I say. 



2. OK, the first thing I’ve got to do is take the old stuff out. Before you touch anything that looks like a circuit 
board or a chip make sure you discharge any static electricity you may have built up by touching an unpainted 
bit of the PCs metal casing. If you don’t, you can easily damage the boards. Starting with ail the expansion 
cards. I’m going to (gently) remove each one and place them out of harms way in anti-static bags. The I/O 
cables from the hard and floppy disks I’ve left connected to the respective drives. COM and parallel ports con¬ 
nectors should also be left fixed to the case. 
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3. This leaves me with a bare bones PC and a motherboard ready for removal. 
Just in case there’s something wrong with the new board, I decide to keep a 
crude diagram of where everything was connected before I unplugged it. The 
cables that need to be disconnected are the speaker/turbo/reset and hard disk 
lights, and the two sets of cables from the power supply to the motherboard. 

With this PC, as with many, the hard disk and floppy drives are in the way of a lot 
of things so I found it was easier to unscrew both and move them well out of the 
way. The motherboard itself is only held in by one screw, and mounted on a 
series of plastic legs. Once undone, it slides out in seconds. 



4. It’s a lot easier to set any jumpers that might need to be changed on the new 
motherboard before you fit it in place, and the instructions should tell you 
which, if any, need changing. Jumpers are just on/off ‘gates'. Fit a connector 
between two and you complete the circuit. In most cases, the only jumpers 
you’ll need to change are the processor speed (some Pentium 60 chips run at 
60 or 66MHz), IRQ addresses for PCI cards. 



5. The new board is in place (not screwed down, yet). Unfortunately, it didn’t 
come with the custom plastic 'feet' it needs to sit on, so I had to jury-rig some 
from an old motherboard. From here on, all I have to do is reconnect the cables. 
The manual doesn’t offer a great deal of help, but it does give me a diagram of 
the board layout, which is essential. The speaker and LED stuff is all straightfor¬ 
ward, and the power connectors to the motherboard go back easily enough. It’s 
not clear whether getting these two round the wrong way will fry the board. I did 
get them wrong, as it happens — but only found out when I eventually turned on 
the PC. .. Fortunately the board wasn't damaged. 



6. And that’s about it really. The only thing left is to slot the various expansion 
cards back in place, screw in the hard disk and floppy drive, and reconnect all 
the internal power cables and the I/O ribbon cables before hooking up the moni¬ 
tor, keyboard and mouse. As a safety check. I've reseated the chip to make sure 
it was fitted properly. Then, it’s on with the power (no point putting the lid back 
on just yet) and time for the first test run. 
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How was it for you? 

Even given that this is the sort of thing I do for 
a living, I was surprised at how easy a job it was 

— and also that it worked first time. 

All in all the job took me maybe 20 minutes 
from start to finish. If you follow the basic pre¬ 
caution of noting down what went where before 
you take things apart, you can’t go far wrong. 

The only thing that caused me any real trouble 
was optimising the machine. Given a particular 
configuration and 486 motherboard, it’s fairly 
easy to juggle cache settings and so on to get the 
best out of the whole set-up. But because a Pen¬ 
tium motherboard is a radically different design 
from the 486s I’m used to tinkering with, setting 
the PC up with the best CMOS options is a new 
experience. It meant more than a few phone calls 
to find out what the hell a ‘memory hole start 
address’ is, for example. 

Still, having realised how basically simple a 
PC is to put together (motherboard and 
processor, expansion boards, disk drives and 
power supply all plug together in a totally simple 
manner), it amazes me that people can still make 
and sell us poor PCs. 

If suppliers take a bit of care putting the bits 
together, and make the right choice of compo¬ 
nents, then there is just no excuse for a flaky PC. 

Worth the money? 

Anyway, the improvement from a 486/50 to a 
Pentium 60 is considerable. The machine is now 
a real flier, it is a joy to play games on and finally 
I’m using a computer that makes mincemeat out 
of Windows (and not the other way around). 

But — and this is an entirely subjective ‘but’ 

— I’m not sure I’d pay around £650 for the dif¬ 
ference. 

Basically, the new set-up is good, but it’s not 
as good as I’d expected it to be. I would wait until 
maybe May or June of this year to make the Pen¬ 
tium upgrade. By that time there will be enough 
really demanding games out there to make an 
upgrade a necessity rather than a luxury: at the 
moment the only games that are really pushing 
for a Pentium are Magic Carpet, Wing Com¬ 
mander 3, Nascar Racing (in Super VGA) and 
US Navy Fighters. 

More importantly, there’s a good chance that 
the 90MHz Pentium chip (P90) will be much the 
same price as a Pentium 60 (P60) is now. The P90 
shifts quite a bit faster than the P60. I’d guess 
the closest comparison would be the perfor¬ 
mance difference between a a 25MHz 486 and 
a33MHz486. 

Jumping on the bandwagon 

The long and the short of all this is that if you 
want to jump onto the Pentium bandwagon, 
then it’s not that traumatic a chore to upgrade 
your existing PC, rather than buy an entirely 
new one. The physical job of removing the old 
board and installing the new one is actually very 


THANKS TO: 

Bluepoint for providing the Pentium motherboard 
used in this article. 

Contact Bluepoint on (0908) 277007. 


THINGS TO CHECK WHEN BUYING A NEW PENTIUM MOTHERBOARD 

• Does the motherboard take 30-pin or 72-pin SIMMs? 72 is preferable {and most common), 
but this will mean that you can’t use your existing 32-pin 1 Mb SIMMs. Some rare moth¬ 
erboards offer both types — it’s worth checking because adding RAM is expensive. 

• Check the design of the board with a view to both your existing cards and future 
expansion. 

Most boards come with four PCI and three ISA slots. First off, try and visualise how the 
board will sit in your PC and whether this will leave any of the ISA slots obscured and 
consequently unusable. Is the I/O on the motherboard, or do you need to use your existing 
card? (That's one ISA slot gone.) 

You may want to use a PCI video card (something like the Diamond Stealth PCI or the 
Orchid Kelvin PCI), but chances are you’ll have a standard ISA or VL-BUS card. 

An ISA video card isn’t a problem (although that’s one more ISA slot gone,) but it’s 
never going to be the fastest thing on earth, and a local bus card won t work in a PCI or 
ISA slot, So, bear in mind that you may need to buy a new video card. 

• Check the BIOS set-up. Does it take into account Plug and Play (ie, will it autodetect new 
hardware as you install it?), because with Windows 95 on the way it would be daft not to 
be able to take advantage of it. 

• Does the motherboard support Enhanced (or Atapi) IDE? 

• Check that the processor has some kind of heatsink or cooling fan. Pentium chips get hot 
enough to fry eggs on, so if it’s not adequately cooled, it’s likely to burn out in under 

20 minutes. 



CD-ROM complaint 

You could say that this should have been obvious 
— and I’d agree with you. But it really did bring 
home the fact that while PCs are getting faster 
by the minute, CD-ROM is still way behind 
acceptable performance levels. 

As one PC manufacturer (who shall remain 
nameless) so eloquently puts it: “CDs are rub¬ 
bish compared to a hard disk. A faster CD is 
only a faster kind of rubbish.” And on what 
format can we expect the vast majority of the 
coming year’s A grade games titles? CD-ROM 
of course. 

Stop Press: Nervous about Pentium scare sto¬ 
ries in the media? See this month’s News section 
for an update. 


Pentium 
technology 
is rapidly 
coming 
down to 
mass 
market 
price. 


straightforward (even if the documentation is 
always going to be on the brief side). Other than 
that, you’ll need to learn a whole new set of ways 
to get the best out of your PC’s new engine room 
— but that goes with the territory). 


Pentium flies, CD crawls 

There’s just one last thing, and it doesn’t really 
have a great deal to do with the basics of 
installing a new motherboard, it has to do with 
compact disc: doing this upgrade made me 
realise just what a lousy medium CD is. 

Once I’d installed this new motherboard, I 
couldn’t resist the temptation of scavenging up 
a complete set of expensive peripherals, (like a 
64-bit PCI-based video card, another 16Mb of 
RAM over and above the original eight 
megabytes, a top of the range SCSI quad speed 
CD-ROM drive, and so on). 

By the time I was finished I was looking at 
something like £3,500 worth of PC. And 
boy, did it shift. The difference with both 
Windows and games installed on the hard 
disk was impossible to ignore. This was the 
sort of set-up to make any PC user go 
green with envy. 

But the difference with CD-ROM 
games was less noticeable. They were 
smooth, true, and the accessing was 
superficially less 
irritating, but the 
overall impres¬ 
sion was that it 
was barely 
better than my 
old set-up. 
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SYNDICATE 

SYNDICATE DATA DISK. 

SYSTEM SHOCK 
TEST DRIVE 3 
TRHE CLUE 
TIE FIGHTER 

TFX. 

THEME PARK 

TACTICAL MANAGER. 

TASK FORCE 
TERMINATOR 2 

THE ELDER SCROLLS. 

THE HORDE 

TORNADO DESERT STRIKE. 

TORNADO TWIN PACK. 

TRANSPORT TYCOON. 

TURNING POINT 
UFO. 

ULTIMA 8 PAGAN. 

UNATURAL SELECTION. 

UNIVERSE 

V FOR VICTORY 1,2.3+4 LIMITED SUPPLY.. 

VIRTUOSO 

VULCAN 

WORLD CUP 94 

WALLS OF ROME. 

WARCRAFT 
WARLORDS 2 

WAR IN THE GULF. 

WARLORDDS 2 SCENARIO BUILDER. 

WHITE DEATH ***SPECIAL“*. 

WING COMMANDER ARMADA. 

WINGS OF GLORY. 

WOLFENSTEIN 3D 

WORLD CUP ALL TIME GREATS. 

WORLD CUP USA 

WORLD TENNIS CHAMPIONSHIP. 

WORLDS AT WAR •••SPECIAL'**. 

WORLD WAR2(FST). 

WRATH OF THE GODS. 

ZEPPELIN 




....£14.99 
....£15.99 
....£26.99 
....£28.99 
....£25.99 
,...£11.99 
....£21.99 
....£25.99 
,...£11.95 
,...£13.95 
....£10.99 
....£23.99 
....£29.99 
...£12.99 
...£14.99 
£9 99 
...£28.99 
...£24.99 
...£31.99 
...£28.99 
...£19.99 
...£31.99 
£13 99 
...£20.50 
£24 99 
...£27.99 
£9 99 
...£28.99 
...£14.99 
...£29.99 
£10 99 
...£23.99 
...£30.99 
...£28.99 
...£26.99 
...£23.99 
...£28.99 
...£21.99 
...£25.99 
...£25.99 
...£29.99 
...£25.99 
...£28.99 
...£32.99 
...£32.99 
...£30.99 
...£21.99 
...£25.99 
....CALL 
...£25.99 
...£21.99 
...£24.99 
...£13.99 
...£24.99 
...£28.50 
...£22.50 
...£26.99 

.£7.99 

...£29.99 

..£29.99 

...£14.99 

..£10.99 

..£23.99 

..£23.99 

....£7.99 

..£19.95 

..£29.99 

..£28.99 


LEMMINGS 3.. 

LINKS COLLECTORS CD.. 
LITTLE BIG ADVENTURE.. 

LORDS OF THE REALM. 

MAJIC CARPET. 


Up 


..£25.99 

..£20.99 

..£31.99 

..£25.99 

..£31.99 


MAN ENOUGH 

MAN UTD PREMIER LEAGUE. 

MANIAC SPORTS 
MASTERS OF MAJIC 
MEGARACE. 

MS-ART GALLERY 
MOZART (WINDOWS) 

MYST. 

NAPOLEONICS 
NASCAR. 

NICK FALDOS CHAMPIONSHIP GOLF. 

NOCTROPOLIS 

NORMANDIE THE GREAT CRUSADE. 

NOVASTORM 
OCEANS BELOW 

ON THE BALL WORLD CUP EDITION. 

OUTPOST. 

PATRIOT . 

PIRATES. 

PGA TOUR GOLF PLUS 
PIRATES GOLD 
POLICE QUEST IV 

POWER HITS (BATTLETECH/SCI-FI/SPORTS). 

PRIVATEER & S A P 
QUARANTINE 
QUEST FOR GLORY 4 
REBEL ASSAULT 

REUNION. 

RISE OF THE ROBOTS 
SABRE TEAM 
SAGA OF ACES 

SAM & MAX HIT THE ROAD. 

SECRET OF MONKEY ISLAND. 

SEAWOLF.... 

SENSIBLE SOCCER 
SIM CITY ENHANCED 
SIMON THE SORCEROR 
SPACE HULK ENHANCED 
SPACE PIRATES 
SPACE QUEST 1-5 
SPACE SHUTTLE 
STAR CRUS4DER 

STAR TREK 25TH ANNIVERSARY. 

STAR TREK NEXT GENERATION TECHNICAL MANUAL.. 
STRIKE COMMANDER 

SUBWAR 2050 & SCENARIO. 

SUPER HARRIER/MIG 25 
SYNDICATE PLUS 
TACTICAL MANAGER 
THE ANIMALS 
THE HORDE., 

THEME PARK 
THE ZORK ANTHOLOGY 
TRANSARTICA 
TRANSPORT TYCOON 
U.F.O. UNSEEN ENEMY 

ULTIMA 8. 

ULTIMATE DOMAIN 
UNDER A KILLING MOON 
U.S.NAVY FIGHTERS 
VIRTUAL WORLDS 
VIRTUOSO.... 

VOYEUR. 

WALLS OF ROME 
WARCRAFT.. 

WOLFPACK.. 

WORLDS AT WAR 

WING COMMANDEfl/INDY 500. 

WILD BLUE YONDER 

WING COMMANDER ARMADA. 

WING COMMANDER 3 
WINGS OF GLORY 

WOLFENSTEIN 3D/BLAKESTONE. 

WORLD OF F LIGHT SIMS 
X WING COLLECTORS 
ZEPPELIN. 
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EAGLE EYE MYSTERIES. 

FATTY BEARS BIRTHDAY SURPRISE.. 
GCSE ENGLISH.. 

GCSE FRENCH... 

JOURNEY AND SAFETY. 

MICKEYS JIGSAW 


£30.99 

£26.99 

£25.99 

£25.99 

£25.99 

..£20.99 


MICKEYS MEMORY CHALLENGE.. 

NODOYS BIG ADVENTURE. 

STORY BOOK WEAVER. 

WORDLAND 
WORLD ATLAS 
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CLIP ART HOME. 

CUP ART OFFICE 
CREATIVE WRITER 
FINE ARTIST. 

HANNA BARBERA ANIM WORKSHOP.. 

OZZIES CREATIVITY CENTRE. 

KLIK& PLAY. 

DIET FOR WINDOWS 
DIET FOR DOS. 


..£21.99 golf COMPANION PC WIN. 

£21.99 MICRO BRIDGE COMPANION. 

£32.99 MICRO KITCHEN FOR WINDOWS.. 

£32.99 MICRO WINE COMPANION. 

£32.99 MICRO TAROT FOR WINDOWS. 

£22.99 MRS BEETONS COOKERY BOOK . 
•£25.99 times CROSWORD 1 & 2 
£14.95 VEGETARIAN CUISINE 
..£14.99 VISIONS ASTROLOGY . 


3D POOL. 

ASHES OF THE EMPIRE . 

DUNE. 

FORT APACHE 

POWERMONGER. 

RAILROAD TYCOON. 

SILENT SERVICE II. 

KNIGHTS OF THE SKY. 

RAMPAR1 
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....£7.99 STREETRGHTER 2. 

..£13.99 THE PREMIERSHIP 

..£11.99 THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE COMPILATION. 

£6.99 TRACKSUIT MANAGER 
..£11.49 UTOPIA. 

..£12.49 OPERATION COMBAT 2. 

..£13.49 BATTLETECH 
..£13.49 THEATRE OF WAR 
..£11.99 MEDIEVAL WARRIOR 
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PANASONIC CD-ROM/MICROSOFT BUNDLE .. 

3.5 " DSDD + LABELS (10) BLUE. 

3.5 " DSDD + LABELS (10 WHITE. 

3.5 " DSHD BULK + LABELS (10). 


..£199.99 PANAS0NK:CD-R0MMICR0S0FTBUNDLE A CARD.... 

.£4.99 LOGIC SPEED MOUSE . 

.£4.99 QS 199 MOUSE 50 . 

.£6.99 


..£15.90 

..£28.99 

..£21.99 

£25.99 

£25.99 

..£27.99 

..£45.99 


...£32.99 

...£23.99 

...£31.99 

£27.99 

...£27.99 

...£38.99 

...£41.99 

...£33.99 

...£27.99 

...£27.99 

£25.99 

...£32.99 

£29.99 

...£31.99 

...£13.99 

...£23.99 

...£33.99 

£14.99 

£12.99 

£33.90 

£12.99 

£29.99 

£14.09 

...£31.99 

...£25.99 

£24.99 

£30.99 

...£26.99 

£31.99 

...£19.99 

...£29.99 

£27.99 

£13.99 

...£29.99 

...£14.99 

£28.99 

...£29.99 

£29.99 

...£25.99 

£28.99 

...£13.90 

...£28.99 

...£32.99 

£29.99 

£29.99 

£29.99 

...£14.99 

£29.99 

£23.99 

£13.99 

£29.99 

£29.99 

£11.99 

...£21.99 

£28.99 

£29.99 

£30.99 

£29.99 

£35.99 

£31.99 

£23.99 

£25.99 

£31.99 

£13.99 

£29.99 

£21.99 

£7.99 

..£15.99 

..£32.99 

..£29.99 

£34.99 

£29.99 

..£14.99 

£24.99 

£31.99 

£28.99 


£20.99 

..£21.99 

..£17.99 

..£15.99 

..£32.99 


£15.99 

£21.99 

£14.95 

£21.99 

£12.95 

..£18.99 

..£12.95 

..£15.99 

£15.99 


£12.99 

£7.99 

£12.99 

£7.99 

£9.99 

£7.99 

£6.99 

..£10.99 

£9.95 


...J:209.99 

.£14.95 

.£12.95 
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POSTAGE 
UK = £1 PER ITEM 
EEC = £3.00 PER ITEM 

OPENING HOURS 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 7PM 
SATURDAY - 9AM -12 MIDDAY 
SUNDAY - VARIABLE 
ANSWERPHONE AT OTHER TIMES 

TEL: 081 786 8358 
FAX: 081 786 7533 


PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE TO : STC 

PLEASE DEBIT ACCESS / VISA/ MASTERCARD / EUROCARD / DEL TA 



NAME: . 

ADDRESS: 


.POSTCODE: 


PCR 02/94 









































































































































































I t may not be on quite the same financial scale as a new car or the 
family home, but at an average price of between £1,000 and £1,500 
the home PC represents a sizeable dent in the wallet department. 
What’s more, you then have to keep up with the endless stream of 
‘must have’ add-ons and enticing software packages that suddenly 
appear on the scene. It can be a very expensive business indeed. 

And with interest in the PC, and CD-ROM in particular, going through 
the roof, we’re going to be deluged with ever more in the way of brand 
new PC products over the coming year. The result of this interest should 
be plenty more choice, which for most of us, ought to be a good thing. 

Unfortunately computer advertisements are often all people have to 
go on when considering which PC products to buy, but many new users 
find them wrapped up in technical gibberish of the most appalling kind. 
This is the sort of jargon that your local, self-confessed ‘PC expert’ thrives 
upon, but which most same human beings would far rather avoid at all 
costs. And to cap it all, PC technology has a nasty habit of changing 
almost daily. 

So how do you decide which of these clever gadgets, high-spec PCs or 
software solutions is right for the job you have in mind and the budget 
you have to spend? After all, nobody minds splashing out if something 
really is worth having —but few people can afford to make a mistake. 

That’s how this section is going to help you, by summarising the effec¬ 
tiveness of new PC products as they hit the streets, looking at their 
strengths, weakness and overall value for money in a simple, direct and 
thoroughly jargon-free way. 

The PC Review product section covers software in all its guises where 
it is relevant to home users: be it for educational, leisure or practical pur¬ 
poses. On the hardware front, we will bring you the latest in multimedia 
PCs, sound cards, CD-ROM drives, joysticks, speakers, printers and 
portables — you name it,we’ll test it and bring you the results. 

And what those results will tell you is, quite simply, what a product is 
supposed to do and whether it actually it does it, what is out there that 
might do the same job better or cheaper (both right now or on the 
horizon), and we’ll also tell you whether a product has been well-enough 
designed or constructed to stand up to the rigours of everyday use. 


The rating system explained 


Whether it’s games or gener¬ 
al interest products, every¬ 
thing’s scored out of the 
magic 4en: 

0: How anyone could pro¬ 
duce something this bad is 
beyond us. 

1-3: Poorly done, irrelevant 
and generally lacking in any 
redeeming features. 


4-5: Averagely useful, but 
lacks anything special. 

6-7: Does the job it’s sup¬ 
posed to well, has interest¬ 
ing/powerful features. 

8-9: Good bordering on 
exceptional. Must be on any 
shortlist. 

10: Unique and impossible to 
live without. 


reviews 

Reviewed this issue 


Hardware 


Microsoft Home Mouse.109 

Compro Multimedia 

Upgrade Kit .109 


Multimedia and 
general interest 


Creepy Crawlies CD.109 

Stereograms!.109 

Magic Eye CD. Ill 

Art de la Table......Ill 

Sail Simulator.Ill 

Home Inventory.Ill 

Art Shop.112 

Manchester United 

Interactive.112 

The Big Green Disc CD.112 

ESPN Sports News.112 


Educational 

software 

Bug Adventure.112 

Learn to Speak French.114 


Treasure Hunt.114 

Stradiwackius.114 

123 ABC with Hickory 

and me.117 

Monker’s Math Factory.117 

Monker’s Spelling 
Submarine.117 

Rosie and Jim Talking 
Activities......117 


Regulars 

Tried and tested.117 

Shareware .118 





































Hardware 


Microsoft Home Mouse 

Pointing device 

M icrosoft’s new home 
range mouse is a con¬ 
siderably lighter, more 
delicate device than its hand-fill- 
ingly curved and chunky prede¬ 
cessor. For that reason alone, I 
wasn’t overly keen when I first saw 
it. However, the mouse has been 
designed to fit as many different 
hands as possible — from child to 
adult—and it is quite comfortable 
to use as well. 

The latest driver software 
installed faultlessly, and the Win¬ 
dows customisation options avail¬ 
able, should cover every 
mouse-type eventuality. 

All in all, the Microsoft Home 
Mouse is surprisingly rugged for a 
relative lightweight, colourful slate- 
grey piece of hardware and it has 
the added blessing of coming with 
an extra long cord. If you do need 
to replace your old, dirt encrusted 
pointing device with something a 
little more up to date, then you 
won’t go far wrong with this one. 

O John Bennett 


Creepy Crawlies 

Reference CD 

U shered into the world by 
its creators as “The defin¬ 
itive multimedia guide to 
the creatures we love to hate” 
Creepy Crawlies leaves the cute 
touches of the children’s educa¬ 
tional title to Knowledge Adven¬ 
ture, and concentrates on some 
serious reference. 

The ever-impressive interface 
that MDI has put together is 
guardian to fact files on 74 crea¬ 
tures, with video sequences liber¬ 
ally interspersed throughout and 
high quality sound all round. Don’t 
expect to see only insects here, 
either, there are plenty of other 
animal encounters too. Whether it’s 
crabs or mosquitoes, however, 
quality is never compromised. 

MDI has a history of animal- 
based software, and a reputation 
for never producing a totally duff 
title. Creepy Crawlies is indeed 
animal-based, and certainly not 
duff in any way. Yes, I would have 
liked to have more animals creeping 
and crawling and yes, I would have 
liked even more about each one. 


MICROSOFT HOME MOUSE _ 

f Pointing device for both Windows and 
DOS, connects via 9-pin serial port. Comes 
in a variety of colours. 

Supplier; Microsoft 
Contact: (01734) 270000 
Price: E27 

_ 



Compro Multimedia Kit 

Quad Speed CD-ROM kit 


J ust as the 486 is being super¬ 
seded by the Pentium, so the 
double-speed CD-ROM drive 
is being mugged in the consumer 
alley-waybya gang of low-priced 
quad-speeds. 

This Compro Multimedia Kit is 
noteworthy because apart from 
including the usual 16-bit sound 
card (the Futura, which performs 
adequately but is hardly breath¬ 
taking in terms of compatibility or 
sound quality), the cheap speakers 
and the free CD software (a good 
selection which includes the 
Microsoft Sound System V.2, Iron 
Helix, Megarace, Mad Dog 
Macree and Kings Quest VI), 
Unica has dropped the double¬ 
speed drive option and has 
replaced it with a brand-new quad- 




COMPRO MULTIMEDIA UPGRADE KIT 


speed model. 

The drive in 
question is the 
TEAC Super 

Quad, a smooth¬ 
looking, tray¬ 
loading drive that 
has a whopping 
600Kb transfer rate 
and a sprightly 
195msec access 
time. It’s a good 
drive, and while 
you won’t necessarily notice the dif¬ 
ference in speed at the moment 
(beeause there isn’t a huge amount 
of software to really push it) it’s a 
solid performer and relatively 
future-proof for the eoming year. 

The only problem that I can see 
with it — and I must point out it’s 
not a fault with the kit itself — is 
a} there are rumours of at least one 
company aiming to bring out sub- 
£200 quad speed drives after 
Christmas, b} the street price of the 
Teac drive on it’s own can be as low 
as £239, and c} decent 16-Bit FM 
sound cards cost around £80. So, 
at £399 the Compro Kit already 
looks pricey. But it’s a good and 
affordable package and if you’re 


worried by horror stories of com¬ 
patibility problems and DMA/IRQ 
conflicts, then a complete multi- 
media kit like this may prove a reas¬ 
suring bet. At the very least, you’re 
guaranteed hassle-free installation 
and fairly good value for money. I’d 
just advise you to wait a bit longer 
to see if Unica drop the price... 

O Dean Evans 


• Quad-speed CD-ROM drive, 16-bit 
Futura sound card, speakers and a varied 
selection of CD software. 


Supplier: Unica 
Contact: (01734)814121 
Price: C399 


Reference and general interest 




• You need a 386 processor PC. 4Mb 
RAM. 256 colour VGA monitor, sound card. 
CD-ROM drive and Windows 3.1 
Supplier: MDI 

Contact: (01252)737630 iZi‘ 

Price: C29 99 S 


However, I’d also like to be sole 
winner of the lottery this week and 
marry Claudia Schiffer, neither of 
which I realistically expect to 
happen —just yet at any rate. 

Under the circumstances MDI 
has packed this CD-ROM with a 
good quality reference, which is 
clear and easy to find your way 
around, not overly technical and 
yet neither too shallow. For the 
money, you can’t honestly expect 
any more of it than it delivers. 

O Martin Klimes 


CREEPY CRAWLIES 


Stereograms! 

Stereograms 

S tereograms are those infuri¬ 
ating pictures which look, at 
first glance, to be just a load 
of dots, but if you stick your face 
right up to the paper, go cross-eyed 
and squint a bit you’re supposed to 
be able to make out an image. This 
particular bit of software allows 
you to make your own dotty pic¬ 
tures which you can then distribute 
to your friends and enemies in 
order to give them a migraine. 

The package, which runs under 
Windows, is fairly easy to use and 
contains several ready-made 
images which you can stare at to 
your heart’s content. And, as I’ve 
mentioned already, you can also 
make your own. All you have to do 
is draw a pieture in Windows Paint¬ 


brush, load it into Stereograms!, 
specify which parts of the picture 
are to appear in front of which and 
then process the image. And hey 
presto! You’ve just created your 
first Stereogram. 

On the positive side. Stere¬ 
ograms! is very easy to use. But 
there’s also a negative side. No 
doubt you’ve heard how harmful it 
is to sit very close to the computer 
screen and stare at it without 
blinking for several minutes. Which 
is exactly what you have to do if you 
want to see all those lovely dotty 
images you’ve just made. 

Overall this package isn’t bad. 
Just be warned: if you suffer a mas¬ 
sive epileptic seizure, go blind or 
end up with a splitting headache, 
don’t blame me. You pays your 
money, you takes your chance. 

O Cal Jones 


STEREOGRAMS _ 

• Minimum 386 PC required, plus 
Windows 3.1,2Mb RAM, and a mouse. 
And some eyes. 

Supplier; Mindscape 
Contact: (01444)246333 
Price: El 9.99 
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giveaways 
wh^B yott 
Buy from 
XDirect > 


PC TITLES 


Direct’s Best Sellers 


PC TITLES 


A Train t Contruction Kit. .£14-99 i 

A-Train. £12-99 : 

Access Denied . £22-99 ;, 

Aces of the Deep. £25 99 

Across the Rhine . £27-99 i ; 

Addiction .£19-99 :: 

Aladdin .£19.99 " 

AIb\ D Ice Hockey.£25-99 

Alien Legacy .£19 99 ; 

Alien Olympics . £15.99 

Alone in the Dark 2 . £25-99 ; 

Arcade Pool/Overdrive.£12-99 ■: 

Archer Macleans Pool .£12-99 : 

Armoui Geddon.£24-99 

Award Winners 2 .£22.99 . 

Banshee. £19-99 - 

Bat 2 .£24-99 | ; 

Battle Isle II .£24-99 : 

Battlebugs.£25-99 

Battles of the South Pxific . £28-99 

BC Racers. £22.99 : 

Beneath Steel Sky .£20-99 ’ 

Betrayal at Krondor .£25-99 ;; 

Big Sea . £19-99 :: 

Bloodnet. £24-99 

Bloodstone. £11-99 

Body Blows .£11-99 

Bodycount . £19-99 

Breach 3 .£25-99 

Burn Time . £25-99 , 

Burning Rubber .£19-99 ; 

Campaign 2 .£19-99 ' 

Cannon Fodder 2 .£22.99 

Captive 2 .£22-99 !: 

Carrier Strike. £24-99 ; 

Champ Manager Comp. 2 . £19.99 

Champ Manager End of S.£10-99 

Champ Manager Italia Data .£15-99 

Champions of Krynn.£19-99 

Chess Maniac .£22-99 

Chess Master 4000 Turbo _ £22-99 ; 

Civilisation. £23-99 

Classic Collection Access . £24.99 

Classic Collection Lucas.£29.99 ; 

Classic Collection Velocity . £29 99 

Club football . £19-99 : 

Colonization .£28.99 i 

Colossus Compilation .£14-99 i: 

Combat Classics 2 . £22.99 

Commanohe Maximum 

Overkill . £24-99 

Commanche r- Mission . . £25.99 

Cool Spot .£19-99 

Cosmic Spacehead . £16-99 

Crystal Maze. £25-99 

Curse of Enchanfia .£1 1-99 

Cyberspace .£22-99 

Cyberworlds .£17.99 

D Day. £23-99 

Dangerous Streets ...£16-99 

David Leadbetters Golf . £12-99 

Dawn Patrol .£28-99 

Defenders of the Empire. £12.99 , 

Delta 5 ... £26-99 

Demongate . £20-99 

Dennis .£19-99 

Dennis & Gnasher . £22-99 

Desert Strike. £20-99 

Detroit . £23-49 

Diggers .£22-99 

Dog Fight . £.12.99 

Doom Editoi Pack .£9-99 

Dr Brain 2 .£26-99 

Dragonsphere . £27-99 

Dreamlands .£18-99 

Dreamweh. £28-99 

Dune 2 .£10-99 

Dungeon Master 2 .£25-99 

Earth Seige . £25-99 

Elder Scrolls .£25-99 

Empire Soccer .£16-99 

Epic. £20-99 

European Champions .£18-99 

Evasive Action . £20-99 

Explorer .£25-99 

F.P.S Baseball . £25-99 

F.P.S. Pro Football . £25-99 

FI .£18-99 

F14 Reel Defender . £28-99 

FA Premier League Football . £18-99 

Fantasy Football .£19-99 

Fatal Strokes.. £22-99 

Fatman . £16-99 

Fighter Wing .£31.99 

Flight Sim 5 . £28-99 

Flight Sim Toolkit Deluxe.£31.99 

Football Glory . £19.99 

Formula 1 Team Manager .£29-99 

Freddy Pharkas Frontier Pharmacist £24-99 

Frontier Elite 2 . £24-99 

Fun School Time 8 11 . £19.99 

Fun School 4 (5-7) . £16-99 

Fun School 4 |7 11).£16-99 

Fun School 4 U5 . £16-99 

Fun School Space. £19.99 


G. Gooch World Cricket .£19-99 ) 

Genesia.£21-99 ; 

Global Domination .£24 99 ; 

Goblins 3 . £24-99 

Grand Prix & Microprose Golf .X29-99 ; 

Grandest Fleet .£27-99 i 

Grandslani 2 Wind .£28-99 

Great Naval Battles.£9-99 

Han Barbera Aram Workshop.£29-99 '■ 

Hannibal.£19-49 ; 

Hardball 4 . £22-99 

Harpoon (Windows) .£19.99 : 

Harrier Hayes .£28-99 

Heimdall 2 .£25-99 

Hired Guns .£24-99 

Holkum KA 50 .£25.99 

Horrondest Fleet .£28-99 ; 

Incredible Machine 2 .£22-99 

Incredible Toons .£24-99 

Indy Car Racing . £19-99 

Inferno .£28-99 

Innocent Until Caught .£23-99 

Ishat 3 .£21-99 

Italia Data Disk.£10.99 

Jet Strike .£16-99 

Jetfighter 2.£30-99 

Jimmv White Snooker.£9-99 

John Madden 2.£18-99 

Jungle Strike.£20-99 

Kick oft 3 .£19-99 

King Maker.£23-99 

Kingdom.£25-99 

Kings Quest 6 .£27-99 

Kyrandia 2.£22-99 

Lambourghini . .. ..£19-99 

Lawnmower Man .£17-99 

Legend .£20-99 

Legend of Myra .£9-99 

Legions . £22.99 

Legions (Windows) .£22.99 

Leisuresuit Larry 6 . £26-99 

Links Praire Dune.£16.99 

Lion King .£22.99 

Litil Divil.£14-99 

Lode Runnel .£22.99 

Lode Runner Windows.£22.99 

Lords of Midnight.£22-99 

Lords of the Realm . ..£25.99 

Lost in Time .£25-99 

Lotus 3 .£19-99 

Maelstrom. £25-99 

Magic Boy . £16-99 

Magic Carpel .£28.99 

Man United Premier Champ 

(4Megl. £17.99 

Mario Teaches Typing.£25 99 

Mario's Time Machine.£25-99 

Master of Orion.£27-99 

Masters of Magic.£28.99 

Match of the Day .£19-99 

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing .£7.99 

Mean Arenas.£19-99 

Mercenaries .£19-99 

Micropruse FI Grand Prix .£25-99 

Millenium Return VGA .£21-99 

Mortal Kombat.£19 99 

Mr Blobby . £12-99 

Nascar .£25.99 

Navy Strike. £28.99 

New York Scenery.£15-99 


Alien Breed 2 . 

Alone in the Dark -r lack . . ,. 

B- Wing. 

Chaos tnginf . 

Dark Legions . 

Oarksun .. 

Day of the lentacle . 

Doom . 

Doom 2 ... 

Doom Data Disk 3 . 

FIFA Soccer.. 

Fields of Glory .. 

RdShUack . 

Fligni Simulator v5 . 

Football Pro .. 

Gabriel Knight . 

Goal .. 

Grand Prix .. . .. 

Imperial Pursuil. 

; Indy Car Racing .. 

Indy Car TracK Pack . 

Jurassic Park . 

Lands of Lore . . 

■ lemmings 2.. 

- Mavis Beacon Teaciies Typing 

Micro Machines .... 

Monkey Isle 2 .. 

Mortal Kombat .. . 


£19 99 
..£25-99 
..£13 99 
..£19.99 
, £22.99 
.,£28-99 
.£26-99 
£22 99 
£29 99 
£9 99 
£24-99 
.£27 99 
.£1499 
£25-99 
£25-99 
£24 99 
.£19-99 
. £28-99 
.£12 99 
£19 99 
£9.99 
£22-99 
,. £22-99 
,. £12 99 
. ..£7.99 
.,.£18.99 
, ,£21-99 
. .£20-99 


PGA Golf-1- . 

Pinball Dreams . 

Pinball Famasies . 

Police Quest 4 - Open .. 
Premier Manager 2 .. . 

Return to Zork. 

Scrabble . 

Sensible Soccer 92/93. 

Settlers . .. . 

Sim City 2000. 

Simon the Sorcerer . 

Street Fighter 2 . 

Strike Commander. 

Stnkei . 

tactical Manager (Eng) . 
fFX . 


Theme Park.. 

Tie Fighter . 

Tornado . . 

Turning Poinrs.. 

U-f O- . 

Ultimate Underwodfl 2 

Ultimas . 

X. Wing VGA . 

Wing Commander - 

Zool .. 

Zool2 . 


.,,.£9-99 
.,£2199 
£2199 
£2499 
. .£7 99 
. £28 99 
. £19-99 
..£14-99 
. £24.99 
£23-99 
.,£24 99 
...£9,99 
..£26-99 
, £19-99 
. £22.99 
£22.99 
..£25-99 
£27.99 
. £25-99 
.. £22-99 
..£28-99 
..£25 99 
,. £19.99 
£27 99 
,. £10-99 
. .£9 99 
,.,£16.99 


DSDD BLANK DISKS 
20 @ £ 11-00 
50 @ £16-00 
100 @ £30-00 
250 @ £70-00 

Prices are for UK 
mainland only 
Prices Inc P&P 
All Disks are HD 


Doom 

£22-99 


BENEATH 

STEEL 

SKY 

£21-99 


Ultima 

8 

£19-99 


DSHD BLANK DISKS 
20 @ £14-99 
50 @ £22-00 
100 @ £40-00 
250 @ £90-00 
Prices are for UK 
mainland only. 
Prices Inc P&P 


Doom Data Disk Vol 1 
(40 extra levels) 
Doom Data Disk Vol 2 
(Another 40 levels) 
Doom Data Disk Vol 3 
£9-99 EACH OR 
ALL 3 FOR £21-99!! 


DIRECT SPECIAL BARGAINS 


Brutal Sports Football .. ,..£S 99 

Cannon Fodder . £10-99 

Champ Manager Soccer Data . £7-99 

Cool World . £5-99 

Cyberace.£9-99 

Doom Data Disk 

(extra 40 levels).£9-99 

Dvorak Teaones Typing . £7-99 

Flight Sim 4 Scenery Disk (Italy) , ..£14-99 

Kings Quest 5 (Bundle! . £12-99 

Legacy .£12 99 

Lemmings 2 . £12-99 

Life & Death 2 (Bundle) . £7-99 

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing . ..£7-99 

Nick Faldo's Champ Golf . . .£12 99 

Patriot . ..£14-99 


PGA Goif-r . £9-99 

Police Quest 3. £10-99 

Premier Manager 2 . ..,£7 99 

Raptor (Part 1) . £4-99 

Seal Team .£13-99 

Sim life . £7-99 

Sink or Swim . £6.99 

Space Quest 1 . £9-99 

Special Forces . £9-99 ; 

Titus the Fox . £9-99 

Ultima 7 (The Black Gate) . £12-99 

Wing Commander (Bundle) . 19-99 

Wono Atlas 4-0 .. £12 99 

Zool . ,,..£9-99 


NFL Coaches Club Football .... 

. £25-99 ix 

Noddy's Big Adventure. 

. £19-99 r 

Noddy's Playtime . 

.£19-99 

Omar Sharif's Bridge . 

£21-99 

On the Ball League Edition .... 

.£22-99 

Oregamo. 

. £27-99 

Outpost . 

£25-99 „ 

Overdrtve/Arcade Pool. 

.£12-99 11 

Overlord.. 

.£27-99 :ll 

Pacific Air War . 

. £27-99 : i 

Pacific Strike . 

.£27-99 

Pacific Strike S.A.P. . 

.£12-99 

: Pacific Worlds . 

.£23-99 ' 

Perfect General 2. 

.£21-99 

Perfect Trilogy . 

£27-99 

Pinball Dreams 2 . 

.£12 99 

Pirates Gold . 

. £22-99 i' 

Pizza Tycoon . 

.£28.99 : 

■ Populous/Promise Land . 

., ..£10-99 

■ Populous 2a . 

.£25-99 

Pov/er Tactics. 

.£19-99 

V Powerdrive. 

.£19-99 

' Powermonger. 

. .,.£11-99 

Powerslide.. 

.£25.99 

Premier Division Manager. 

.£9-99 : 

Prince of Persia. 

.£10-99 

Prince of Persia 2. 

.£24-99 

: Private Righteous Fire. 

. £12-99 

Privateer. 

£29-99 i 

I Protect X. 

.£12-99 ' 

' Psycho Pinball . 

£22-99 

; Quarantine. 

.£25-99 

Quest tor Glory 2 . 

. £13-99 

Quest tor Glory 4. 

.£24-99 ' 

Ragnarock . 

£24 99 

Rags to Riches. 

.£25-99 :: 

Railroad Tycoon. 

.... £12-99 .: 

Railroad Tycoon Deluxe . 

.£24-99 ' 

Raptor (part 1). 

£4.99 ; 

. Reach for the Skies. 

£23-99 

- Realms. 

.£9-99 

: Realms of Darkness. 

. £19-99 

Red Baron VGA. 

.£24-99 

Red Crystal . 

.£27-99 

Red Hell. 

.£25-99 

Renegade . 

£28.99 

, Retribution. 

£25-99 

i Rex Notatoi . 

.£12-99 

- Rise of the Robots SVGA. 

£29.99 :: 

Rise of the Robots VGA . 

£27.99 

: Robinsons Requiem. 

. £25-99 it 

Robocod . 

.£6-99 : 

Rules of Engagement 2 . 

.£24 99' 

Ryder Cup .. 

. £19-99 

S.U. B. 

£22-99 

■ Sabre Team . 

. £18-99 . 

San Francisco . 

£25-99 ' 

Santas Xmas Capers . 

. £6.99 

Seal Team.. 

£13-99 1 

Shadow Caster. 

£27-99 

: Shadow Worlds . 

.£9.99 

i Sid & Als Incredible Machine ... 

£25-99 

Sid &Als Incredible Toons ... 

£25-99 1 

Sid & Als Toons Wind . 

.£26-99 

: Silent Service 2 . 

£12-99' 

Sliver Ball . 

.£19-99 

Sim City 2(X)0 . 

.£28.99 i 

Sim City 2000 Scenario 1 .... 

.£9-99 I i 

: Sim City 2000 Scenario 2 .... 

.£9.99 : 

■ Sim City Deluxe. 

.£20 99 ' i 



Sim City/Lemmings . 

Sim City/Populous . 

Sim Earth . 

.£19-99 

. £19-99' 

.£13-99 ■ 

.£19-99 


. £22-99 

Sleepwalker . 

.£18-99 

Slipstream. 

.£25-99 

Snaparazi .. 

.£12-99 

Soccer Kid. 

. £19-99. 

Space Crusade . 

.£17-99 

Space Federation. 

. £25-99 

Space Legends .. 

.£22.99 

Space Quest III . 

.£9-99 

Space (juest Trilogy . 

.£33-00 

Speed Racer . 

.£25-99 

Split Screen Soccer 


Manager . 

.£12.99 

Star Control 2 . 

.£26-99 

Star Reach. 

.£25-99 

Stai Trek 2 Last Rites . 

.£25-99 

Star Trek 25th Anniv. . 

.£24-99 

Star Wars Screen Ent . 

.£19-99 

Stardust. 

.£19-99 

Starlord . 

.£18-99 

Starwars Chess . 

.£29-99 

Strike Squad. 

.£24-99 

Strike Tactical Grid . 

.£12 75 

Stronger Hold . 

.£22-99 

Stunt Island . 

.£27-99 

Suburban Commando . 

.£15-99 

Super League Manager .. 

.£19-99 


. £27-99 

Superfrog .. 

.£12-99 

Superhero League . 

.£25-99 

Superski Pro. 

.£22.99 

Survival . 

.£25-99 

Tactical Manager 94/95 

.£9.99 

Tactical Manager 


(England) . 

.£22.99 

Tactical Manager (Italy) ,. 

.£22-99 

Tactical Manager 


(Scotland). 

.£22-99 

Task Force 1942 . 

.£25-99 

Tegel's Mercenaries. 

.£23-99 

Terminator 2 (Arcade) . 

.£19-99 

Terminator Rampage . 

.£21-99 

Tesserae. 

.£19-99 

Test Drive 3. 

.£8-99 

The Blue & Grey . 

.£23-99 

The Complete Chess Systen 

.£21-99 

The Incredible Machine .. 

.£26-99 

The Premiership . 

.£6-99 

Tie Fighter. 

.£27-99 

Tim Robot . 

.£25-99 

T iny Toons. 

.£25-99 

Total Carnage . 

.£17-99 

Tower Assault . 

.£19.99 

Transport Tycoon . 

.£28.99 

Traps and Treasure . 

.£19-99 


.£16-99 

Troddlers . 

.£19-99 

T-V- Boxing . 

.£9-99 

U96. 

.£29-99 

UFO. 

.£28-99 


' (l^)l9.§Vbc)^(,Si@.hIy, 


194'; Pacific Strike . 

7th Guest .. . 

7th Guesi/Dune .-. 

Acer, of the OeecD . 

A(^b(rag6■ tennis . .. 

Alex D tnc Hockey. 

Al'cn Olynipits . 

Alone ‘H Thf- Dark & Jack . 

Animals m Motion . 

AroadePooi .. 

Arcade TnviaOui? .. 

Awaro Winners 3 .. . . 

Battle Bugs .... 

BC Racers . 

Beneath a Steel Sky . 

Betrayal at Krondof . .. 

Blnde Warrior V2 ... 

Car Urn'er/Stormovik .. 

Chessmaster 4000ni . . 

Classic Collection Access .. 

Coluni/ation . . 

Civilisation & Rallroao Tycoon .. 
CiasbfC Collection Lucas .. .. 

Commanche MaAovci . . 

Conspiracy . .. .. 

Creature Shock . . 

Dark Legions *. . 

Dark, Seed . .. 

Dawn Patrol .... 

Day or the Temarie - - 

Delta V ... 

0«‘serr Strike .. . 

Ooniinus . . 

Doom j . 

Doom Aoo-on . 

Dracuia Unleashed . .. 

Dragonspherp . 


..128 99 
,.£16-99 
,.£29-99 
. £28.99 
..£19'99 
,.£23.99 
. £25.99 
..£28-99 
.. .£9'99 
. .£9-99 
.£9.99 
.£22.99 
£25 99 
,.£22-99 
..£26-99 
..£26-99 
,,.£12.99 
,.£12.99 
. £25-99 
...£15.99 
...£28.99 
. £29'99 
...U9,99 
,..£27-99 
..£28-99 
..£31.99 
,.£22-99 
...£27-99 
. £28'99 
, £26 49 
,..£29.99 
. ,£20-99 
,..£28.99 
,..£32-99 
...£14-99 
...£29-99 
,..£25-99 


Elder Scrolls . 

Empire Soc'cer . .. 

Encore . 

Evasive Action MK; 

Fables 4 Fnerws 3 . 

FIfA Soccer .. 

f-ighter Wing . 

Footnaii Glory. . 

Frontier Elite 2 ... 

Funschooi m Sparc t6-9j . 
Funsetroo! If' Tinw (8-111.. 

Gannei Knight Bundle . 

Gencsia . . .. 

Ghost . . . 

Goblins 3 

Hardball 4 .. 

HeitrxJali 2 _ __ 

Incredible Toons .. 

ii>di Jonefx . . .. 

Inferno .. 

mtcrnetionai Atnietics . ... 

Ishar 3 .. .. . . .. 

Jungle Strike .- 

Jurassic Park. .. 

Kick Off 3 . 

Kings Quest 7 . 

Lobyrintl-of Time . 

Lands of Lore... __ 

Lajer Squad . ... 

Legends MEC . 

Lemmings 14 2 .... 
Littip Big Adventure 

Little Divil __ 

Lode Runner .. 

Lords of Midnight .. 


OD ROM TITI.E3 


. . £29 99 

.£22-99 

. £9-99 

. £25.39 

_.. .£28 99 

.£25.99 

_ £31.99 

£22,99 
£24-99 
.... £19 99 
..._.£19.99 

. £19 99 

. . £25-99 

_ £25.99 

. £28 99 

. £2599 

_ 123-99 

. £22-99 

. £27-99 

. £31-99 

. £9.99 

. J^899 

. £22 99 

£2£:-99 

_ £19-99 

. £28.99 

. ... £25 99 

. £27 99 

. . £7-99 

. £25.99 

... . £19-99 

. £27.99 

.£17 99 

. £25 99 

... ..£25 99 
. . .£25 99 
.£25-99 


Msgic Carpet . . 

Man United Interactive . , . . 

Man United Premier Champ . 

Maris Teaches Typing .. 

Mario IS Missing Deluxe -- 

Monkey Island ^L, ...- . 

Myst r windows) ...«... 

Nascar ..... 

Nick, raioo's Goif .... 

NOClfOOOllS . .. . 

Or the Bali League Editior' . .. 

Outoost . ... 

Pinball Dreams Oelum. . 

P'iZH Tycoon .. . 

Play Toons .. 

Puwerdnve ... ,— 

oowerslKJe ... 

Privateer ... 

Quest for Glory 4 .... 

Reoet Assault (Bundle! . ... 

Renegeoe ... 

Rct'ibulion .... 

Return To £ork ..— . 

Rise of theRcoots .. 

RiSf> of the Robots I imiteo Ertitror. . 

Robjnsons Requteni .... 

Siiin 4 Max.. . . 

Secret Weapons (Luftwaffei . 

Shadow Caster . .... 

Shoot Em 0f‘ ...— 

Sini Ant .. . 

Sim Crt) 


Simon the Sorcerof . 

Sim Town __ .... 

Soccer Kic . . 

Split Screen Soccer Manager 
Star Trek Judgement Rites ... 


. £22.99 

. £19-99 

...£25.99 

_ £28 99 

. £12 99 

. _£3199 

_ £25.99 

. £25-99 

.£28.99 

.£25.99 

_ £28-99 

. £25 99 

. £28 99 

_ £22 99 

. £19.99 

. £25.99 

.£26-99 

.,.^..£28-99 

. £19.99 

. £28.99 

, £25-99 

£28 99 

.£27.99 

„.... £38.99 
.^....£28 99 

. £25-99 

, . £12 99 
.... £31 99 

_ £19,99 

£3199 

. £29-99 

.£24-99 

,. £25 99 

. £19-99 

. £15.99 

.£28.99 


Strike Ccnniander.. ... . 

Suowa' V2 & Scenario . - . 

Super Ski P'O Deluxe . . 

System Shock . . 

Tactical Manager 94/95 _ 

Tactical Manager lEnglanOi _ 

Tactical Manager (Scotland) . — 

Test Pilot Muhin>edia . 

TFX Bundle ...—- _ 

Tne Clue . —..— 

Towe' Assaurt.-. .. . . . 

Tracksuit Manager 94/95 .. 

Transpor* Tycoon . 

UFO _____ 

Ultima 7 Complete _ _ 

Ultima 8 Sao .. 

Ultima Underworld 1*2 - - 

Under a Killing Moon . . 

U.S Navy Fighters . 

Virtual worlds .. 

Wmg Commander 3 . . . 

Wings Qf Glory . . 

Women in Motion. . . 

World Cup Golf . . 

World Cup USA 94 . . 

World of Footoaii .... 

World of Soccer . . . . 

X-Wing Collection CD.. 

Zool 2 .. . 

-.V- : 


. £31-99 

. . £28-99 

. £25.99 

_ ..£28.99 

. £9 99 

. £22-99 , 

__£22-99 

. ,.£25.99 
£19-99 
_ £22.99 
£22-99 
£19.99 
__.,£28.99 

.£26-99 

. £28-99 

. £13-99 

. £29-99 

.£35-99 

.£31.99 

. £19 99 
._..£3i.99 
...TBA 

. £9-99 

. £28 99 

_... £20-99 
..-..£19.99 

. £19,99 

.£28.99 

. £21-99 


rPiease charge my Access/Visa No 


Ultima 7 (The Serpent Isle).£12-99 

Ultima Trilogy 2.£24 99 

Ultima 8.£19'99 i 

Ultima 8 SAP.£12-99 

Ultimate Bedy Slews .£19-99 

Ultimate Pinball.£18-99 

Ultimate Underwerld .£9.99 

Unnecessary Roughness.£24-99 

Valhalla .£21-99 

Veil of Darkness .£21-99 

Victory at Sea .£28-99 

Vital Light .£19.99 

Viitual Worlds .£25-99 

Wat in the Gulf .£19-99 

Whale's Voyage.£14-99 

Wing Commander-Armada .£31-99 

Wing Commander 2.£25-99 

Wing Commander 2 Sp. Ops 1.£9-99 

Wing Commander ACA.£22-99 

Wings Of Glory .£31-99 

Wolfpack.£15-99 

World of Football .£19.99 

World of War .£19.99 

World Cup USA 94 .£18 99: 

World War 2 Battles of 

South.£27-99 

Xanth .£24-99 

Xenobots .£25-99 

Xmas Lemmings.£9.99 

ZigZag .£25-99 


ORDER FORM 



CUSTOMER NUMBER 


PLEASE WRITE IN CAPITAL LETTERS 


I Please supply me with the following for 

! Computer. 

' TITLES 


PRICE 






', / 


POST + PACKAGING 


TOTAL 



DATE:. 

NAME:. 

ADDRESS:, 


TEL 


..POST CODE:. 





Please make cheques and P.O 

payable to:- 

DIRECT SOFTWARE LTD, 
DEPARTMENT PCR02SC, 
36 BENBOW COURT, 
SHENLEY CHURCH END, 
MILTON KEYNES 
MK5 6JG 
POST & PACKING : 

UK mainland FREE, 

EEC £3-00 per item. Non EEC 
£4-50 per item. 

For customer peace of mind, all parcels are 
sent out by recorded delivery. All Items 
subject to availability. All prices subject to 
change without notice. E&OE. Please note: 
Some games may not be released at time of 
going to press. 

Please allow for cheque clearance. 














































































































































































































































































































































Multimedia, reference and general interest 



Magic Eye! 

Stereograms 


T he official Magic Eye CD- 
ROM looks is a lot better 
presented than Stere¬ 
ograms!, largely due to the ren¬ 
dered images and spoken 
introduction which have been 
tacked on to the program in the 
name of multimedia. However, this 
product is more concerned with the 
stereogram images themselves 
rather than the creation of them. 


making Magic Eye little more than 
a “coffee table” CD. Central to it is 
the large gallery of images which 
are both more interesting and 
easier to “see” than those in Stere¬ 
ograms!, but rather than just 
selecting the images you wish to 
view from a menu, you actually 
tour the rendered hallways, clicking 
on pictures and examining them at 
your leisure. 

You can also make and print 
images (a good colour printer is a 
must). But the creation facility of 
Magic Eye isn’t nearly as versatile 
as that of Stereograms! This is 
because you are limited to choosing 
from an existing collection of 3D 
objects and backgrounds—so you 
can’t import your own Paintbrush 
creations and then process them. 

Of the two programs here. Magic 
Eye is an attractive product which 


Art de la Table 

Recipe books 


ART DE LA TABLE _ 

• Minimum spec: 386DX running Windows 


3.1. with 4Mb of RAM. double-speed CD- 




ROM drive, SVGA display, and sound card 


Supplier: Gem Distribution 
Contact: (01279)822822 
Price: £3995 


me TOOlii MOTE 


A merican outfit Arome 
Interactive has come out 
with a couple of the nicest 
presented CD-ROMs I’ve seen in 
ages. Packaged 
to look like 
those big hard¬ 
back cookery 
books you see in 
WH Smith, 
there is nothing 
inside except the 
disc itself 
And what a 
couple of 
corkers they are. 

Sub-titled ‘The 
Four Seasons of 
Gourmet 
French Cuisine’ 
and ‘The Art of 

Making Great Pastries’, these are cookery guides for the proudest of chefs. 
The interface is absolutely beautiful, the icons easy to get around, and the 
photos ... simply mouthwatering. 

As for the recipes, well to be honest you do need to be a dedicated man 
or woman about the kitchen to make the most of it. Crab millefeuille with 
baby calamari is hardly a dish you’d knock up in 10 minutes after coming 
home late from the office, to eat as you crash out in front of Telly Addicts. 

However, if you ever entertain guests, or enjoy experimenting with 
pastry, then give it a whirl. The concept of multimedia really suits cookery 
as a topic, because each recipe can come with its own photos and videos 
of how to prepare it step by step. The Art de la Table ROMs take full advan¬ 
tage of it. 


\ppelufir , 


f Tcnine ofsrrnSS(fsalm(^ 

with crisp spring vegetab^s 






Thin yreea beans 
....5/8 M 




ZuccMnl.._..l 

Turrwp -___ 

Carrel _i 

Gelalm sheet ...^..^....1 


81 UI$T 14 H1U8$ IN nOUINCE; 

'^IH^ uMth, Bad *C8T* the green beans Into diamand tbepet. 
Set aside. 

Miasn and slice the zuccbim inia strips. Set asMe. 


*PtEL*, UNBsb, andjalienae the *rWNlPS*. 
Set aside. 


HELP I BACK I MAIN I QUIT 


I may not be the dabbest of dab hands around the oven, but even I could 
follow the instructions in a totally unflustered fashion to produce an unbe¬ 
lievably tasty end result. I didn’t think I’d say it, but I’m certainly keeping 
this pair of discs in my collection, and maybe every Sunday night I’ll try 
a new dish out. 

O Martin Klimes 


has little practical use, whereas 
Stereograms! is a bit basic to look 
at, but is infinitely more functional 
and would be more suitable for 
those of you who feel like being cre¬ 
ative. 


O Cal Jones 


MAGIC EYE _ 

• Minimum PC required Is a 386, running 
Windows 3.1. with 4Mb RAM, SVGA and a 
mouse. 

Supplier: Mindscaper 
Contact: (01444)246333 
Price: £2499 

L_ 




Sail Simulator 

Sailing tutor 

S ail Simulator is a slightly mis¬ 
leading title, really, since it’s 
actually a tutor for several 
craft, both sail and motor powered. 
Before you go messing about on the 
water, go messing about on a sim¬ 
ulated lake to see if you can handle 
your Laser without getting a 
soaking as the craft capsizes. 

Personally, I wish something like 
this had existed before I had taken 
my first boat out. Thirty seconds 
after casting off I tacked hard and 
promptly ended up in the water — 
which taught me very quickly to 
put the keel down. It was with those 
precious memories that I 
approached this product, and I 
found it a surprisingly accurate 
approximation of what it’s like to 
be in a boat, particularly since part 
of the package is a special con¬ 
troller that means you don’t have to 
use the keyboard. This gives it all a 
reality boost, much needed if you’re 
going to suspend disbelief for long 
enough to be out there in the salty 
sea breeze. 

Created by a Dutch company as 
an off-shoot of their wave research, 
the characteristics of how the boats 
handle are astonishingly accurate. 
You can even design your own 
marinas to sail in, with realistic 
consequences of putting in shallow 
water, jetties, and the such. 

The simulator is plenty fun 
enough for me to say that not only 


sailing students will enjoy having a 
bash. It’s unlikely to make a big 
splash in the games market, what 
with its basic graphics and slow 
pace, but it’s definitely worth a look 
if you’r e into all things boats. 

O Martin Klimes 


SAIL SIMULATOR _ 

• You need a 386 PC with 2Mb ot RAM, 
2Mb of hard disk space, and an EGA/VGA 
display 

Supplier: RC Simulations 
Contact: (01272)550900 
Price: £69.99 




Premier Collection: Home 
Inventory 

Dedicated cardfile 

H ome Inventory is a pre¬ 
created cardfile in which 
you can enter in the name 
of a product, a serial number, a 
classifying category, its monetary 
value and also the date it was pur¬ 
chased. Presumably this will mark 
you down as a model of efficiency 
with the police should you be 
unfortunate enough to be burgled. 
But I can’t see a vast advantage over 
a list on a piece of paper, and since 
PCs are ‘desirable’ items, it’s quite 
likely the burglars will have nicked 
it along with the video recorder. 

Of course, there are other mod¬ 
ules, such as a screen saver, clock, 
calcidator and also a jotter pad. 
But the home inventory side of 
things could be created very easily 
using just about any simple data¬ 
base, or cardfile, such as the one 
supplied with Windows, or a share¬ 
ware program. 

It’s a nice idea, but you have to 
ask yourself if it’s even worth the 
admittedly cheap price of a tenner. 

O Andrew Downie 


HOME INVENTORY _ 

• Any PC running Windows 3.1. Rare as it 
is to come across software like this, that's 
really all it needs. 

Supplier: VCI Sofcvare 
Contact: (01923) 255558 
Price: £9 99 
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Multimedia reference and general interest 



Premier Collection: Art Shop 

Simple paint package 

T his paint package enables 
you to draw different geo¬ 
metrical shapes, change the 
colours that you draw in and also 
write text to annotate your draw¬ 
ings. It has a function which allows 
you to zoom in and out and view 
your creation at different magnifi¬ 
cation levels. 

At first it looks worse than it 
actually is, because everything is 
presented in brash-coloured 
‘kiddie’ style, but there are some 
good functions to use in different 
sub-menus. These are things such 
as allowing you to stretch your pic¬ 
ture, rotate it and move it and copy 
it around the screen. There’s also a 
lot of different fill patterns for the 
shapes you create, compared to the 
distinctly unsubtle colours you can 
paint them in. It’s very simple to 
use, but very clumsy—it’s difficult 
to place anything exactly on-screen. 

As with Home Inventory, (see 
page 111), the package also 
includes a calculator, screen saver 
and jotter pad utilities in addition 
to the paint program. Also like 
Home Inventory, it’s a bit primitive 
compared to, say. Paintbrush, 
which comes with Windows, or 
Neopaint, which is shareware. And 
if you want a paint program 
designed for children, Kidpix is still 
the leader in this field. 

O Andrew Downie 


PREMIER COLLECTION ART SHOP 
• Any PC capable of running Microsoft 
Windows 3.1... and a mouse would be 
helpful, too. 

Supplier; VCI Software 
Contact: (01923)255558 
Price: £999 

L_ _ __ 



Manchester United 
Interactive 

Multimedia biography of the Pre¬ 
miership champions 

S omebody somewhere has evi¬ 
dently made the correlation 
between the fact that most 


football followers are male, and 
that most PC users are male — 
hence, PC users must follow foot¬ 
ball. At any rate, there’s been an 
outbreak of football club reference 
programs out recently. 

Unlike others, Manchester 
United Interactive isn’t a screen 
saver; it’s more like an end of the 
season annual on CD. It has pic¬ 
tures of the reds in action, pho¬ 
tographs of the players, and in a 
section reminiscent of the ques¬ 
tionnaires in Shoot magazine, a 
‘personal file’ for each player, which 
includes favourite food, favourite 
film, and so on. 

I refuse to believe that Eric Can¬ 
tona’s favourite record can really 
be Come On You Reds, by (curi¬ 
ously enough) the Manchester 
United team. But then, that’s 
indicative of the adulatory tone of 
the whole program. This CD, not 
surprisingly, is for fans, who sus¬ 
pended any objectivity long ago. 

As someone who has never for¬ 
given Manchester United for win¬ 
ning the 1990 FA Cup, I’m 
probably not best placed to be 
objective either. 

However, it has to be said that 
the video clips and photographs are 
of high quality and there are plenty 
of them. 

What I don’t understand though, 
is what Manchester United Inter¬ 
active does that a big photographic 
book on glossy paper couldn’t do 
— or a conventional VHA video¬ 
tape, say. 

Given that it’s not a screen saver, 
nor a memory-resident program, 
you’d have to do a fair amount of 
faffing about if you wanted to 
check up quickly on Andrei 
Kanchelskis’s Favourite 70s Hair¬ 
style, for example. 

O Christina Erskine 



MANCHESTER UNITED INTERACTIVE 
• Comes on a dual format PC and Mac 
disc. We'd recommend a 486 running at at 
least 33MHz, but it will run on a 386. 

Supplier; VCI Sofrware 
Contact; (01923)255558 
Price: £34 99 



The Big Green Disc 

Eco-reference 


W ell, hoorah for the Big Green Disc. Not because it jumps on an 
eco-bandwagon that’s been running out of (fashionable) steam 
since the late ’80s, but because it goes another stage to proving 
that MDI, probably Britain’s finest exponent of multimedia references, 
can do something other than animal products. 

I’m still certain that the follow up to ‘Behind the Scenes at the Zoo 
(reviewed last issue) will be ‘Behind the scenes at the Ark or some equally 
cute-animals-on-display, but there’s nothing wrong with that. For what 
we have here on the Big Green Disc is a success, despite scoring only 1 out 
of 10 on the furry mammal scale (there are a few, but only a few. Some off- 
cuts from the Marwell Zoo footage seem to have made it into BGD as part 
of the conservation section) 

So, what is BGD, apart from a thoroughly pompous title that it can 
hardly live up to? Well, it’s a look at most of the eco-disasters in the making 
that mankind seems so happy to heap upon himself and all the other living 
creatures of the world. The research has been thorough, with plenty of 
good data to back up the various arguments, and participation from major 
environmental organisations such as GreenPeace. 

Best of all, however, is the lack of hippy ‘Oh woe is me’ sentimentalism 
that traditionally seems to accompany the topic of pollution and ‘green’ 
issues, and it’s that fact, together with all the other parts, that means that 
BGD nearly does live up to its title. 

O Martin Klimes 
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THE BIG GREEN DISC _ 

• Requires a 386DX PC or better, with 4Mb 
of RAM, 256-colour VGA, Windows 3.1, 
sound card and CD-ROM drive 

Supplier: MDI 
Contact: (01252)737530 
Price; £39 99 

L 




ESPN Sports Shorts 

Personalised Windows desktops 

H ere we go again. Moon 
Valley, the people who 
brought us personalised 
desktops through Icon Do It, Icon 
Hear It and ROMaterials, has been 
at it again. This time it has hooked 
up with the sports giants of the 
cable TV world, ESPN, to offer all 
their usual tools, albeit with a 
sporting slant. 

Whereas previous titles from the 
range have been a rather random 
hodge-podge of cursors, icons and 
backdrops. Sports Shorts unifies it 
with a single theme. Whether you’ll 
appreciate or despise it, depends on 
whether you want a sportingly spe¬ 
cific Windows environment or not. 


The other factor to consider is 
the fact that ESPN are an Amer¬ 
ican cable channel, serving Amer¬ 
ican tastes. Expect plenty of 
baseball, basketball, hockey (of the 
iee variety) and football (Amer¬ 
ican, of course). There is other stuff 
present, but it’s in a distinct 
minority. As for the sound effects, 
well let’s just say that crowds cheer 
differently at a Blue Jays vs. Red 
Socks game, than they do when 
Villa meet Spurs. I haven’t quite fig¬ 
ured out why, but they do. 

So, if you can handle the distinct 
Stars and Stripes slant that your PC 
will get, and like sport more than 
you do grey Windows backdrops, 
then ESPN Sports Shorts is just the 
ticket for you. 

O Martin Klimes 


ESPN SPORTS SHOTS _ 

• 386 PC running Windows 3.1, with 4Mb 
RAM, 10Mb of hard disk space, CD- ROM 
drive, VGA display, and sound card. 

Supplier: One Stop Software 
Contact: (0181)7801001 
Price: £39.99 

































































INVICTA SHAREWAR 

QUALITY SHAREWARE FOR PC’s 
AND COMPATIBLES 

PROGRAMS ON 1 3.5” DISK UNLESS STATED IN BRACKETS 
MANY MORE PROGRAMS AVAILABLE. CATALOGUE ON DISK 50p (m slmtips) OR FREE WITH NEjiT ORDER 




TOP GAMES 


RESCUE ROVER. Superb game from the lost 
collection of ID games. 

JASON STORM IN SPACE CHASE. Great EPIC release. 

LOST IN SPACE. Good adventure game. 

BACK TO THE FOREST. Starring special agent Skunny. 

SAVE OUR PIZZA’S. Skunny goes back to Rome 50 BC. 

CATCH SIMONA IN NEW YORK CITY. Great game in which you 
must play the detective. 

DESERT RAID. Exciting adventure game 

CLYDES ADVENTURE. You must search for lost treasure. 

EPIC PINBALL. (2) Excellent pinball games. 

LAST OF THE FREE. New Defender type game. 

INVASION OF THE MUTANT SPACE BATS OF DOOM. 

DOOM 3D. (2) The best game ever to be released by ID. 

BODY COUNT. (2) Terrific fist fighting game. 

EXECUTIONERS DEMO. Demo of the top commerical fighting 
game. 

XARGON-BEYOND REALITY. Great follow up to 
Jill of the Jungle. 

CYBER CHESS. A space age Chess game that's both 

interesting and fun to play 

HEARTLIGHT. Epics latest puzzle game (GOOD) 

VGA PLANETS. Multiplayer space combat game. 

COMBAT ZONE. Exciting and fast moving combat game. 

SUPER ANDROID. Up dated Epic Pinball. Improved sound. 

GOD OF THUNDER. Super adventure game. 

TRAFFIC DEPT. (2) Great racing and shooting game. 

MAGIC MAYCABS 1. Avoid the monsters and land your cab on 
the flag. 

WORLD CUP CRICKET. Good cricket simulation game. 

SIM SPACE. (2). Good space combat simulation. 

DEPTH DWELLERS. Excellent Doom style game. 

GRANDAD II. First rate interactive game. 

HEROES. Good new Safari game. 

SKYROADS. Race across roads in space. 

SANGO FIGHTER. (2) Great martial arts combat game. 

STAR MINES. Super new shoot em up game. 

CORRIDOR 7. Good demo of an updated Wolfenstein. 

ELECTRO MAN. New platform game from EPIC. 

SKUNNY IN THE WILD WEST. Super new platform game. 
ARMIES OF STEEL. Fast moving war game. 

SLICKS N SLIDE. Exciting new oar racing game. 

BILLY THE KID. Good wild west arcade game. 

BLAKE STONE & DUKEMII EXTRAS. Cheats and maps etc. 
ASTRO WARS. Good asteroids game. 

RANGER FOX. Good new shot em up from Korea. 

ROAD KILL. Destroy enemy cars in this racing game. 

JAZZ JACK RABBIT. (2) Superb new game from EPIC. 

This even better than the well known Blue Hedgehog. 

DOOM EXTRAS. Cheats and maps etc. 

DOOM PATCH DISK TO VI .666. Cures the mouse problems and 
all other bugs. According to ID games. 

DOOM FRONT END VI.31 & MULTILEVEL. File manager for 
Doom and extra levels etc. 

DOOM EDITOR UTILITIES V5.1 . Make your own Doom games 
from scratch. Includes some extra levels. 

DOOM AUDIO EDITOR. Make your background music. 

DALEK 3D FOR DOOM. Replace those boring soldiers with 
Daleks. 

WOLFDOOM. Play Doom with Wolfenstein soldiers. 

DOOM WADPACK SET. (3) 4 complete new episodes for Doom, 

and a replacement 24 level game.£6.75 

DOOM EXTRA LEVELS. Volumes 1 to 4 £10 each. 

An average of 50 superb extra levels on 5 disks in each volume. 
Order any 3 vols: only £27 or all 4 for £35 Inc p&p. 

DOOM HINT BOOK. The ultimate guide to Doom, tells you all 
you need to know about Doom in a massive 300 page souvenir 
guide. Only £11.50. 


APOGEE GAMES 


WOLFENSTEIN 3D. This was Apogees greatest yet. 

SPEAR OF DESTINY. Terrific all action 3D game. 

KEEN 1. Invasion of the Vorticons, excellent platform game. 
KEEN 4. Goodbye Galaxy A must for Commander Keen fans. 
KEEN 6. Somebody ate my baby sitter. Another great Keen. 
KEEN DREAMS. The latest Commander Keen adventure 
HALLOWEEN HARRY. Good platform game 
MONSTER BASH. Another great Apogee. 

BIO MENACE. Save the world from mutant germs. 

BLACKE STONE. (2). Terrific sequel to Wolfenstein 3D. 
GATEWORLD. Superb action platform game. 

DUKE NUKEM II. (2) Really good follow up to Duke I. 

HOKUS POKUS. (2) Brilliant new platform game. 

Baron Baldric. Fun with the miserable old tyrant. 

MYSTIC TOWERS. Apogee brings back Baron Baldric. 


GAMES PACKS 


Each pack contains 6 games for only £4 me: 

RACK 1. CDman, Llamatron, Jetpack, Desert Raid. Lunar Lander. 
Islands of Danger 

RACK 2. Dungeons of the Unforgiven, Caverns, Lost in Space, 
Captain Comic, Clydes Adventure. Dracula in London. 

RACK 3. Shooting Gallery, Bip Bop II. Saves our Pizza’s, Starfire, 
Brix, Mario. 

RACK 4. Jill of the Jungle, Kiloblaster. Hugo’s House of Horrors, 
Zentris, Rapid Response, Commander Keen 1. 

RACKS 5. Back to the Forest, 1993 Tris, Elf Land. Galactix, 

Double Link. Flip II. 

All packs are on 1 HD disk. Games are also available separately 
WINDOWS GAMES PACK. 16 games for Windows inc: Pool. 
Pacman, Levels, Backgammon, Castle of Winds, Cards and 
Puzzle games etc. 1 HD disk. Only £4 inc p&p. 


NEW RELEASES 


DOOM II. HELL ON EARTH. 

The long awaited sequel to the 
great game. 

Not available as shareware 
Registered on disk £40 
Registered on CD Rom £45 
WACKY WHEELS 3D. (2) 

The first ever 3D racing game with optional 
Modem multi-player mode. From Apogee. 
RISE OF THE TRIADS. (4) 

You are a member of the UN task force 
HUNT. You must prevent the Oscurido cult 
from killing millions of innocents. 

This game will rival Doom. 

ONE MUST FALL. (2) From Epic 
Megagames. Possibly the best ever fighting 
game. 


EDUCATION 


GCSE MATHEMATICS. Calfacts revision. 

GCSE PHYSICS. Multiple choice 
GCSE SCIENCE. Calfacts revision. 

GCSE COMPUTER STUDIES. 

SENIOR PHYSICS FACTS 

WORD RESCUE. Word games for 4-1 Os 

MATHS RESCUE. Maths fun for 4-1 Os. 

ANIMATED MATHS Graphical maths fun. 

ANIMATED ALHABET. EGA graphics. 

HENRIETTAS BOOK OF SPELLS. Fun and games with 
letters and words. 

HOORAY FOR HENRIEHA. Maths fun. 

MONARCH. About Kings & Queens. 

SPELLBOUND. Teaches spelling to 4-1 Os. 

PLAY AND LEARN. Learning games for tots. 

AMY’S FIRST PRIMER. Early learning games. 
ANIMATED MEMORY GAME. For infants. 

ATLAS OF THE WORLD. 

THE PLANETS. (2) All about the major planets. 
FRENCH TUTOR. 

GERMAN TUTOR. 

ITALIAN TUTOR. 

SPANISH TUTOR, 

PC TUTOR. From basics to advanced. 

MAPIT. Produce maps of the world. 

EDUCATIONAL ATLAS 1994. Excellent 
WORD TRANSLATOR 1. German Danish Spanish. 
WORD TRANSLATOR 2. Portugese & Russian. 

PC FAST TYPE. Superb typing tutor. 

LANGTRANS, Good French translator. 


MUSIC 


NOTEWORTHY. VB2B. Superb program to edit and print 
musical scores. 

MUSICOLOGY COLLECTION. Includes Play-lt, Music player. 
Play-sound sample editor. Musicians tool box, Modplay 
V2.9B, 

CAKEWALK V2.0 256 Track, music and playback system for 
Roland MPU401 compatibles. 

WINJAMMER V2.0. Fully featured Midi sequencer. Supports 
Midi files up to 64 tracks, 

GF MUSIC. Complete Midi sequencer with a 150 page 
manual. 

SEQUENCER PLUS V2.0. Creates elaborate Midi music 
effects. 

UNREAL. Brilliant Mega Demo by the Future crew. Good 
Soundblaster effects. 

PANIC. Superb Mega demo by the Future crew. Good 
Soundblaster support. 

WINDOWS WAV FILES. 20 Wav files inc: Theme to 
Terminator II, A whistle, ahhhh. beep, chimes, frogs, 
roadrunner & Startrek. 

SCREAMTRACKER V2.24.4-Channel music composer with 
up to 31 instruments. 

SOUND EFFECTS VOC FILES. 15 files inc: Car start, 
nuclear explosion, gunfire, cannon fire, water drip, breaking 
glass etc. 

INFERNO. 6 tracks of good quality music. 

THE GOOD THE BAD AND THE UGLY. Good new demo for 
the Gravis Ultra sound, 

TRACKSBLASTER. Play Amiga soundtracker and 
noisetracker files on a PC Soundblaster. 

BEYOND 2000. A sample Mod file for Trackblaster. Also Death. 
Mod on which we have no info, and MiD2MOD file converter, 
SECOND REALITY. (2) The best ever demo. 

CRYSTAL DREAMS DEMO. (2) Highly rated demo by Triton. 
Requires 2Mb of Ram. 

ASSEMBLY 93 INTRO.Great Future Crew demo. 


BUSINESS 


FORMGEN 2, Produce forms quick and easy. 

INVOICE MASTER. Complete ex commercial program. DOS 
5 only. 

PAGE FINANCIAL CONTROLLER. (2) 

Excellent! accounts package. Rivals Sage. 

AS EASY AS. The best selling spreadsheet. 

WAMPUM V4.2. Fast and powerful database compatible. 
ULTIMATE SALES PROGRAM. V4. (2) 

FORMGEN FILL. Fill in Formgen forms. 

FORMGEN HOME FORMS COLLECTION 
FORMGEN BUSINESS FORMS COLLECTION 
(The above 3 programs require Formgen 2) 

STAT SAK. Intended to be the statisticians Swiss army knife. 
KWIK STAT, General statistics program. 

625 BUSINESS LETTERS. For use in your word processor. 
INSTACALC V3.0 Powerful spreadsheet 
HOUSEHOLD REGISTER. Keep track of your possessions 
for insurance purposes. 

PC WRITE V2. (2) Good word processor. 

PC FILE 7. (2) Superb database package. 

PC CALC, (3) Superb CGA/EGA mono graphics 
FREEWAY CASHBOOK V4.6 (3) 

WINCHECK, Cheque and savings account manager. 

PC WRITE ADVANCED LEVEL (2). Top word processor 
FROM QUICKSOFT. 

NOYES ACCOUNTS V2,06. Excellent Accounts Package for 
small businesses, 

PC TYPE IV. (2) Major word processor. 

WORD FUGUE. (2) Good word processor, 

JORJ DICTIONARY. Good pop up dictionary of 58,000 
words. 

MULTI-LABELS FOR WINDOWS. Very good label maker for 
HP iaserjet. 

CORTEZ BUSINESS MANAGER. For Windows, 

GALAXY LITE VI.7. Excellent Ram based word processor 
PC PROJECT FOR WINDOWS. Superb project management 
program. 

FILE EXPRESS V5.1. Powerful menu driven database. 


TOP CD ROMS 

MICROSOFT ENCARTA (UNBOXED) 


WITH MANUALS. 

ONLY £60.00 

ULTIMA UNDERWOLRD 1 & 2 


UNBOXED WITH MANUALS. 

£22.00 

7TH GUEST 

£18.00 

FIESTA (OVER 18S ONLY) 

£45.00 

MYST FOR WINDOWS 

£38.00 

BLOODNET 

£32,00 

BUZZ ALDRINS RACE INTO SPACE. 


(95% IN PC ZONE) 

£35.00 

KICK OFF 3 

£39.00 

KINGS QUEST 1-6 


SPECIAL EDITION 

£35.00 

OUTPOST 

£36.00 

REBEL ASSAULT 

£35.00 

RETURN TO ZORK (UNBOXED) 

£23.00 

SAM AND MAX 

£35.00 

MONKEY ISLAND 1 (UNBOXED) 

£20.00 

SIM CITY ENHANCED 

£36.00 

TFX 

£35.00 

THEME PARK 

£35.00 

UNDER A KILLING MOON 4 CDs 

£44.00 

ANIMALS OF SAN DIEGO ZOO 

£20.00 

ARTHURS TEACHERS TROUBLE 

£23.00 

3D DINOSAUR ADVENTURE 

£34.00 

CICA WINDOWS APRIL 94 

£12.00 

HOT SOUND AND VISION 

£17,50 

MINERVA 2 

£5.00 

MINERVA 3 

£7.00 

MINERVA 4 

£9.00 

MINERVA 5 

£16.00 

MINERVA 6 

£22.00 

COOKBOOK HEAVEN 

£14.00 

GARDENING 

£14.00 

GUINNESS DISK OF RECORDS 93 (UNBOXED) 

£22.00 

REDSHIFT 

£54.00 

CLIPART WAREHOUSE 

£10.00 

CLIPART HEAVEN 2 (12,000 PCX AND A BOOK 


SHOWING THEM DESKTOP PUBLISHERS 


DREAM DISK AND BOOK 

£24.00 

FONT HEAVEN 

£14.00 

GIFS GALORE 

£17.00 

KODAK PHOTO CD ACCESS 

£17.00 

MOTHER OF ALL CLIPART 

£14,00 

TOO MAY TYPEFONTS 

£12.00 


MANY MORE TITLES IN STOCK. 

PLEASE ADD £2 FOR P&P TO ALL CD ROM 
ORDERS ONLY. 


ART & DESIGN 


GRAPHIC WORKSHOP FOR WINDOWS. 

GRAPHIC WORKSHOP FOR DOS. Superb graphic program, 
NEOPAINT V2. Excellent paint program. 

NEOPAINT FONTS 1.2 20 extra fonts 
NEOPAINT FONTS 2.2 20 more fonts 
NEOSHOW, Make your own slideshow. 

COOPER SET. (2) 1800 small clip art files. 

PROTOCAD. Highly rated CAD program. 

DANCAD, (3) Superb wire frame CAD prog: 

HOME PLAN. Design your own plans, 

MICROCAD. Easy to use CAD program. 

COLOUR PCX FILES. Cats and dogs. 

COLOUR PCX FILES. Star Trek & Star Wars. 

COLOUR PCX FILES, Science Fiction 
COLOUR PCX FILES Cartoons 
FAMOUS FACES. 13 full colour pics: 

AVIATION CARS AND SPACE (colour) 

MR LABEL. First class labelling program 
PCX CLIP ART. 21 cartoons, large pictures 
COOPER CARTOONS (2) 329 PCX (mono) pictures of ail the 
favourite cartoon characters. 

MAPS PCX CLIP ART, 17 map files, 

MOSSBURN FAMOUS FACES PCX 30 pics 
WINDOWS WALLPAPER ART. 12 BMP pics 
PRINT PARTNER. Make banners cards etc. 

CHARTS UNLIMITED. Make all kinds of charts. 

REFLOW FOR WINDOWS. Draws flowcharts. 

SCREEN THIEF Superb screen capture 
FINGER PAINT. Mono drawing package. 

PERSISTANCE OF VISION (2) Super raytracing program, 
needs 2Mb of Ram. 

PAGE 3 TYPE GIRLS (Over 18’s only). (5 disks for £10.)Adults 
only Credit card orders only. 


1-5 Disks.£2.00 Each 

16 Disks.£11.00 20 Disks.£32.00 

113 Disks.£22.00 40 Disks.£60.00 

I MINIMUM ORDER 2 DISKS 
Overseas orders welcome - £3.00 for postage 
& packing. U.K. Postage free of charge. 


ITT' 


TEL: 081 - 302 6213 
FAX: 0689 813369 

rr“ , E/oE 

WE NOW ACCEPT SWITCH 
CHEQUES TO BE PAYABLE TO INVICTA SHAREWARE 


INVICTA SHAREMIARE 
6 Walsingham Road, 

St Pauls Cray, 

Kent BR5 3BW 


IF YOU FIND PROGRAMS USEFUL PLEASE REGISTER 



































Educational Software 


Bug Adventure 

Educational Reference 

K nowledge Adventure 
always seem to come up 
with quality products 
aimed at children, primarily 5-10 
year olds, full of colour and life. 
You get an interactive tour of the 
subject matter, complete with 
games and puzzles, and heaps of 
colour pictures and relevant 
sounds. 

Bug Adventure fits the Knowl¬ 
edge Adventure multimedia for¬ 
mula perfectly. Although the 
stereotypical user might be the Just 
William boy-with-a-chloroform- 
jar, there’s a ton of stuff here for 
everyone. Click on various icons to 
find out about all the nasties that 
slime, crawl or own more legs than 
is decent. 

People, especially children, have 
an amazing curiosity when it comes 
to spiders, caterpillars, scorpions 
and the like. And to put it in its sim¬ 
plest possible context, Bug Adven¬ 
ture offers them, and us, our fill of 
all things bug-like. 

If you’re looking for a piece of 
CD ‘edutainment’ software to keep 
the kids enthralled and entertained, 
and maybe even educated, then 
you’re on safe ground if you take 
your pick from among the Knowl¬ 
edge Adventure range. 

Their average quality is very 
good. Among their considerable 
range of titles, Bug Adventure is 
very much a middle of the road 
product — not outstanding above 
the others in any way, but that’s 
hardly a disgrace. 

In the end I think it will be the 
subject that sells any CD like Bug 
Adventure ajust as much as the 
fancy trimmings that go with it. 
Other Knowledge Adventure offer¬ 
ings such as Speed didn’t have quite 
the same life to them. 

It’s a testament to the program¬ 
mers that they’ve captured the 
essence of a very bizarre set of ani¬ 
mals, but captured it they have, and 
that’s something you can feel as an 
end user. 

O Martin Kliines 


BUG ADVENTURE _ 


• Requires a 386 PC with 5Mb of hard disk 
space, a VGA monitor, sound card, and 
CD-ROM drive. 

Supplier; Guitascrfl 
Contact; (017521895100 X 
Price; £44 95 


Learn to Speak French/ 
Pronunciation Tutor 

Language tools 

L earn to Speak French is a 
no-messing tutorial pro¬ 
gram. It comes in a big, 
heavy box with a big, heavy book, 
and a CD-ROM stuffed to bursting 
with the latest in language gizmos. 

What you get is a 16 chapter 
course in basic to intermediate lan¬ 
guage skills, including grammar 
and vocabulary, but majoring on 
oral and aural skills. Video footage 
is used repeatedly to give you the 
feeling that you’re learning ‘real 
French’, and there are numerous 
exercises to test yourself against. 

Learning a new language is hard 
work, and LTSF doesn’t make it 
any easier on the student. You still 
need to put the time in, and swot up 
on the vocabulary. However, the 
final result tends to be better than 
you could hope for. Believe me, 
there’s nothing like listening to your 
own mistakes next to a native 
person’s smooth sentences, to 
embarrass you into trying harder. 

As for the multimedia reference 
and cross-reference parts of the 
package, they’re well drawn 
together too, allowing you to chase 
a particular point of grammar 
without undue fuss and bother. 

Pronuneiation Tutor is a cut 
down version of LTSF concen¬ 
trating on pronunciation. Since the 
greatest advantages the LTSF has 
over a book or linguaphone 
method of learning is in this depart¬ 
ment, you can get pretty good 
results from the smaller product at 
substantially less cost. Of course, it 
won’t teach you the grammar or 
vocabulary, but if you have your 
basics sorted, you might give Pro¬ 
nunciation Tutor a try. 

O Martin Klimes 




PRONUNCIATION TUTOR (FRENCH) 


• Required; 386 0X33 with Windows 3.1. 
4Mb of RAM. 256 colour VGA. sound card. 
CD-ROM drive and microphone. 

Supplier; GuiKi^ft 

Contact; ^01752) 395! 00 ^ U 


Treasure Hunt 

Edutainment 

O mnimedia, a company 
better known for its music 
video CDs, has recently 
entered the edutainment market 
with a program aimed at four to 
nine year olds. 

Treasure Hunt is based on the 
children’s book of the same name 
by Amanda Wood, and like the 
book, it features distinctive colour 
wash graphics. 

The story follows the adventures 
of a crew of pirate mice who are 
voyaging the high seas in a search 
for hidden treasure. The 12 chapter 
story is a central part of this, 
package—it provides clues that are 
indispensable to playing the 15 
games which have to be completed 
to reach the final reward — and so 
the user has to be patient enough 
to concentrate on the story before 
switching to the games. 

There are plenty of animated 
“hot spots” within each chapter 
which are intended as an incentive 
to keep the children’s attention. 

The games include finding 
hidden objects, spot the difference 
and matching activities, plus a 
colouring module — something 



which seems to be included in soft¬ 
ware for this age group much more 
often these days. 

The program also features a bed¬ 
time story. This responds to the 
need of many children in this age 
group to be lulled to sleep by some¬ 
thing familiar and repetitive. The 
story simply plays over and over 
and the sound fades each time 
round. 

This feature is, of course, only 
useful if your nursery has a fairly 
powerful PC (MPC2 standard) 
equipped with a fast CD-ROM. 

O Sue James 


TREASURE HUNT _ 


• Minimum PC is a 386 33 (recommended 
486 25) with fast CD-ROM drive and 4Mb of 
RAM. 256 colour VGA is also required. 

Supplier; Omnimsda 
Contact; (0181)974 6766 ^ 

Price; £30 



m 


Stradiwackius — The 
Counting Concert 

Edutcnnment Software 

S tradi-what? Who thinks up 
these titles? Ah, a company 
called Vroom Books, that’s 
who. Says it all, really. 

But wait, before you write this piece of software off, it’s worth a look. 
Behind the name is a good little program. The concept’s pretty simple, an 
educational program for younger children, covering the music field and 
throwing in various other bits of learning between the songs and demon¬ 
strations and the such. Sort of like an episode of Sesame Street, except 
that you get animated worms as the presenters instead of puppets. 

All in all, the whole shooting match is wonderfully presented with lots 
of lush colours and cute voices. There always seems to be something new 
to do without the pace flagging too much or feeling that you’re going at 
a gallop. It’s relaxed, it’s fun, and you find yourself learning as you go. 
Marvellous. 

Innovatively, there’s a parents’ guide to view before joining your chil¬ 
dren in the programme. This helps you get a head-start so that, when you 
open it up for the first time and everybody’s expectant of a smooth, easy¬ 
going and fun time, you can get right 


STRADIWACKIUS THE COUNTING CONCERT 


0 Requires a 486 PC. with 4Mb of RAM. 
256 colour VGA. a sound card. CD-ROM 
drive, and Windows 3.1 


Supplier; zzzzzz 
Contact; 1022222222 
Price; £333333 




on with exploring the programme 
without making too many mistakes. 
It’s the icing on the eake for a thor¬ 
oughly decent piece of edutainment. 

By the way, neat packaging guys. 
Just come up with a better name 
next time, okay? 

O Martin Klimes 


PC REVIEW 
































CD ROMS 


7th Guest Twin Disc.£17.99 

11th Hour.£Call 

Beneath the Steel Sky.£29,99 

Bloodnet.£29.99 

Bodyworks 3.£39.99 

Corel Draw Version 3.£49.99 

Day of the Tentacle.£19.99 

Dinosaur and Space Adventure.£19.99 

DOOM 2.£39.99 


Dorlinc Kindersle\ 

1st Incredible Amazing Dictionary ..£39.99 


Encyclopedia of Science.£69,99 

The Way Things Work.£59,99 

The Ultimate Human Body.£59,99 

Stowaway.£39.99 


Family Doctor.£19.99 

Gabriel Knight.£19.99 

Indiana Jones Fate of Atlantis.£19.99 

Just Grandma and Me.£17.99 

Livinu Books 

Arthur’s Teacher Troubles.£ 19.99 

Harry &. The Haunted House.£29.99 

Little Monster at School.£29.99 

Ruffs Bone.£29.99 

The New Kid on the Block.£29.99 

Tortoise & The Hare.£29.99 


King’s Quest IV.£19.99 

Mad Dog McCree.£15.95 

Mad Dog McCree 2.£19.99 

Mega Race.£19.99 

Micros oft 

National Art Gallery.£34.95 

Ancient Lands Mysterious World.£29,99 
Beethoven the Ninth Symphony ...£34.95 

Bookshelf 1994.£29,99 

Cinemania.£29.99 

Dangerous Creatures.£29.99 

World of Dinosaurs.£29.99 

Encarta 1994. .£49.99 

Encarta 1995 .£69.99 

Microsoft Golf.£19,99 

Mozart the Dissonant Quartet.£34,95 

Musical Instruments.£24.95 

Schubert’s Quintet in A Major.£34.95 

Stravinski the Rite of Spring.£34.95 

Enc\cloDedia 

Compton’s Interactive.£29.99 

Grolier’s Encyclopedia.£29.99 

Hutchinson’s 1995 (English).£49.99 

Lovers’ Guide (over 18).£24.95 

Encyclopedia of Sound.£11.95 

Flielil Simulators 

Dog Fight.£14.95 

Commanche Overkill.£19.99 

F15 Strike Eagle.£14.99 

F17 Stealth Fighter.£19,99 

Gunship 2000.£17.95 

Microsoft Flight Sim (3.5").£29,99 

Microsoft Space Sim (3.5").£29.99 

Overlord (3.5").£29,99 

Silent Service II (submarine).£14.95 

Space Shuttle.£14.95 

TFX.£21.00 

Tornado.£21.(X) 


Myst.£29,99 

Outpost.£24.95 

Photo Access.£14.95 

Police Quest 4. £29.99 

Privateer.£24.95 

Redshift. £29.99 

Rebel Assault.£19,99 

Return to Zork.£14.95 

Sam & Max Hit the Road.£29.99 

Sim City 2000.£19.99 

Star Trek 25th Anniversary.£19.99 

Theme Park.£29.99 

Ultima 8.£24.95 

Under a Killing Moon.£39.99 

World Atlas 1995.£19,95 


Panasonic (_Aiultimedm Panasonic 



1Mb 3 Chip 70ns SIMMS £25.95 


486 DX4 256 cache 3 VLB . £69.99 

102 Keyboards.£12.99 

3.5" 1 .44Mb Floppy Drives .£24.95 

5.25" 1 .2Mb Floppy Drives .£36.95 

Mice 2 Button M/S Comp . .£9.99 
Mice 3 Button M/S Comp £12.95 
CPU Cooling Fan.£8.95 

Cases 

Desk Top Standard .£37.95 

Desktop Deluxe .£39.99 

Mini Tower Standard . £39.99 

Mini Tower Deluxe .£41.95 

Midi Tower standard .£45.99 

Midi Tower Deluxe .£49.99 

Micro Tower.£39.99 

Slimline Tower.£42.99 

Half Tower.£79.99 

Full Tower (230wpsu) .£89.00 


Hard Drives 


130Mb IDE 3.5".£99.00 

170Mb IDE 3.5".£109.00 

210Mb IDE 3.5".£119.00 

245Mb IDE 3.5".£129.00 

345Mb IDE 3.5".£139.00 

420Mb IDE 3.5".£149.00 

540Mb IDE 3.5".£179.00 


SCSI Drives call for prices ..£Call 

Graphics Cards 


256K Meg isa bus .£18.95 

512K Meg ISA Bus.£25.00 


Trident 8900 i6 Bit isa svga ...£39.99 


Add on Cards 


I/O 2HD/2FD/2S/1P/1G.£8.95 

VLB I/O 2HD/2FD/2S/1P/IG...£14.95 
VLB I/O 2HD/2FD/2S/1P/IG 

Turbo.£19.95 

16 Bit Adaptec 1505 SCSI.£45.99 

16 Bit Adaptec 1515 SCSI 

with Bios.£55.99 

16 Bit Adaptec 1542 CF SCSL..£169.00 

Enhanced IDE 4EDD, 4HD 

16550 UHART.£29.99 

Monitors 

14" SVGA Low Rad On Site Wairanly .£139.00 

14" SVGA Low Rad .28 dot .£149.00 

14" SVGA Low Rad .28 dot Deluxe .£149.00 

14" SVGA Low Rad .28 dot Professional. .,.£149.00 

14" SVGA Low Rad .28 dot NI .£169.00 

15" SVGA Low Rad .28 dot NI .£249.00 


Fax Modems 

14400 non BABT inc S/ware....£89.00 
14400 Approved inc S/ware....£109.00 
28800 non BABT inc S/ware..£159.00 
28800 Approved inc S/ware....£179.00 


Cirrus 5422 i6 Bit isa svga .£44.95 

Trident 9400 vlb i Mb svga ..£54.00 
Cirrus 5428 vlb iMbsvGA.. £55.00 
Kelvin 64 Hi Performance I Mb.. £115.00 
Kelvin 64 up to 5 times faster 2Mb. £159.00 


Systems 

486 SX-25 MHz Vesa Local Bus ... £465 
486 SX-33 MHz Vesa Local Bus .. £470 
486 DX-33 MHz Vesa Local Bus .. £555 
486 DX2-50 MHz Vesa Local Bus £569 
486 DX-40 MHz Vesa Local Bus .. £555 
486 DX2-66 MHz Vesa Local Bus . £595 


Memory 

IMb X 70ns Simms 30 Pin.£CaIl 

4Mb X 70ns Simms 30 Pin.£CaII 

4Mb X 70ns Simms 72 Pin.£CaIl 

8Mb X 70ns Simms 72 Pin.£CaIl 


CD ROM DRIVES 


T ■ . f ^ ' 

; 

5 Wllhl-e 

r Dri' e 

MITSUMI 

Single Speed 
FXOOl 

£74.00 

AAITCI lJUll CRMCFXOOID 
IVll 1 SUfVII Twin Speed 

£95.00 

Panasonic 

562B 

Twin Speed 

£105.00 

Panasonic 

CR 563 

XA Ready 

£119.00 

SONY 

CDU 33A 
Twin Speed 

£99.00 


Twin Speed 

2 X i IDE 

£99.00 

Twin Speed CDS 3110 
4 Year Warranty 

£115.00 

MITSUMI 

Tripple speed 
IDE 

£159.00 

TEAC 

Quad 

Speed 

£269.00 

NEC 

3Xi 

Triple Speed 

£269.00 


Drives and Cards 

Panasonic 

562B Twin Speed 


Sound 

gi .H iaa 


Sound Blaster Pro 

£175.00 


Panasonic [Sound 

562B Twin Speed 


Sound Blaster 16 

£169.00 


Panasonic 

CR 563 Twin Speed 


Sound 


Sound Blaster Pro 

£164.00 


Panasonic 

CR 563 Twin Speed 


Sound 


Sound Blaster 16 

£179.00 


Panasonic 

CR 563 Twin Speed 


Sound 


Sound Blaster 16 

^"*¥ 219.00 


Drives and cards are available with encyclopedia from £29.00 


o 


/ZA 

ORCHID 


Sound Cards 

Game Wave 32 New.£79.99 

Sound Wave 32 New.£135.00 

Orchid CDS 3110SW32Bundle.£259.99 


Sound Blaster Pro Value.£57.00 

NEW! SoundBlaster 16.£69.99 

NEW! SoundBlaster 16 MCD.£105.00 

NEW! SoundBlaster 16 SCSI-2.£129.00 

NEW! SoundBlaster 16 MCD ADSP ....£149.00 
AWE32 SoundBlaster NEW.£179.00 


GRAVIS ULTRASOUND MAX 


Special Price.£149.00 

8 Bit Stereo Cards Ad-Lib + 

SoundBlaster Inc. Speakers.£39.99 



Sound Galaxy Basic 16.£79.00 

Sound Galaxy Pro 16 Extra.£99.00 


Mitsumi FxOOl -F Sound Galaxy 16.£159.00 

Media Vision SCSI drive twin speed ....£149.00 


Visit our High Street Showroom 
Open 7 days a week 


Five Feet (5' 10") Vol 2 

10 X CD Rom Trade Pack 

Microsoft’s Multimedia Jumpstart 
Rock, Rapp’Roll from Paramount 
Sherlock Holmes - Consulting Detective, 
Paramount Movie Select, 

PC Karaoke - Family fun, 

Space Quest 4, Home Medical Advisor, 
Arts & Letters Warbirds, 
Fantasia’s 2000 Fonts, 

Battle Chess Enhanced. 

Not Sample or Demos 

Only £29.95 


Five Feet (5' 10") Vol J 

to X CD Rom Trade Pack 
Doom, Steller 7, 

Time: Mean of the Year, 

World Fact Book, Best Media Clips, 
World Atlas, PC Karoke Classics, 
CD-ROM of CD Roms, 

Kings Quest V 
PC Animation Festival 

Not Sample or Demos 

Only £29.95 




rRANSAXT 


^^pELTA 


DX4 ( omficiliblr Motherbocirds : CPl *'s 
Green AMI BIOS Power Saving Function 

486 Motherboards Upgradable to P24T -i- max 32Mb RAM 

386SX - 40MHZ AMI BIOS.£44.00 486SX - 33MHZ 256 CACHE 3 VESA SLOTS £125.00 

386DX - 40MHZ AMI BIOS 128K CACHE.£65.00 486DX - 33MHZ 256 CACHE 3 VESA SLOTS £209.00 

486SLC-33 CYRIX.£69.99 486DX - 40MHZ 256 CACHE 3 VESA SLOTS £189.00 

486DLC CYRIX.£79.99 486DX2 - 50MHZ 256 CACHE 3 VESA SLOTS....£209.00 

486SX - 25MHZ 256 CACHE 3 VESA SLOTS.£115.00 486DX2 - 66MHZ 256 CACHE 3 VESA SLOTS....£219.00 


Minutes from 
JIO, M25 


Trade & International sales 


All prices are exclusive of VAT and delivery cost. Prices and specification 
subject to change without prior notice E&OE. Transax 2% surcharge. 
Credit cards subject to 2% surcharge. 


Now OPEN Sundays! 
I 0am - 2pm 
Open 9 till late 
6 Days a Week 


See us at the 

Computer Shopper Show 
at Earls Court 
lst-4th December 
Stand 448 


Retail sales 
Retail sales 


M83-282829 
jM83-281281 
T.M83-285000 
3^0483-281111 


No 11 Station Parade, East Horsley, Surrey KT24 6QN. 














































































































































































































The People’s Choice 


OPENING HOURS MAILORDER SHOP 

MON-FRI 10am-Spin 10am-ipin 

SATURDAY 10am - Opm 10am - 4pm 

SUNDAY 10am-8pm CLOSED 


Special Offers | 

Each game only £4.99! 

3D Pool 
Action Fighter 
Bionic Commando 
Blasteroids 
Carrier Command 
E-Motion 

Indiana Jones & The Last 
Crusade (Act) 

International Soccer 
Challenge 
Microprose Soccer 
Outrun 

Rick Dangerous 
Rick Dangerous 2 
Street Fighter 
Stunt Car Racer 
World Class Leaderboard 


1 Games 


1942 : The Pacific Air War 

£33.95 H 

■ A-Train Classic plus Construction Set 

£16.99 ■ 

Access Classic Collection 

£18.95 ■ 

^^Aces of the Deep 

£29.95 ■ 

^■Aces Over Europe 

£33.95 ■ 

■ Air Bucks V1.2 

£12.95 ■ 

Aladdin 

£22.95 ■ 

■ Alien Legacy 

£27.95 ■ 

Alio Alio 

£4.99 ■ 

Alqadim - The Genie's Curse 

£19.99 ■ 

American Allstars 

£19.99 ■ 

■ American Gladiators 

£9.99 ■ 

Another World 

£12.95 ■ 

Arcade Pool 

£12.95 ■ 

■ Archon Ultra 

£9.99 ■ 

■ Armoured Fist 

£29.95 ■ 

■ Ashes of Empire 

£12.95 ■ 

Award Winners 2 (Comp) 

£26.95 ■ 

^BB-Wing 

£15.99 ■ 

■ Battle Bugs 

£26.95 ■ 

^B Battle Isle 2 

£29.95 ■ 

■ bBC Gardeners World 3D Designer 

£14.95 ■ 

^B Beneath A Steel Sky 

£19.95 ■ 

■ Birds of Prey 

£12.95 ■ 

^B Blue Force 

£29.95 ■ 

^B Breaklhru (Windows) 

£18.95 ■ 

Bridge Champion with Omar Sharif 


^B (Windows) 

£18.951 

■ Bullys Sporting Darts 

£8.75 ■ 

^B Caesar Deluxe 

£12.95 ■ 

^B Campaign 2 

£29.95 ■ 

^B Cannon Fodder 

£19.99 ■ 

^B Cannon Fodder 2 

£26.95 ■ 

^BCar and Driver 

£12.95 ■ 

^B Carriers at War II 

£33.95 ■ 

^B Championship Manager - 


^fl End of Season 

£11.95 1 

^B Championship Manager Italia 

£22.95 ■ 

^B Championship Manager Compendium £20,95 ■ 

^B Championship Manager (Windows) 

£22.95 ■ 

^B Chaos Engine 

£20.951 

^B Charles Barkley Screen Saver 


^B (Windows) 

£8.75 1 

^B Chess Champion 2175 

£12.951 

■ Chessmaster 4000 Turbo{Windows) £26,95 ■ 

^■Civilization 

£29.95 ■ 

^B Civilization (Windows) 

£33.95 B 

^Bciockwiser 

£12.95 B 

■ Club Football - The Manager 

£24.95 fl 

^B Colonization 

£33.99 B 

^■Comanche Maximum Overkill 

£19.99 B 

^B Combat Classics 2 

£26.95 B 

^B Combat Classics 3 

£26.95 B 

^■Complete Chess System 

£26.95 8 

^B Computer Carnival (6-9) 

£16.99 B 

^B Conquered Kingdoms 

£9.99 fl 

^Bcool Spot 

£22.95 fl 

^B Corporation 

£8.75 fl 

^■Corridor 7 

£14.95 fl 

^B Creepers 

£19.99 fl 

^Bcrystel Maze 

£27.95 B 

^B Curse of Enchantia 

£12.95 fl 

^B D-Day; Beginning of the End (Imp) 

£29.95 fl 

■ D-Generation (Windows) 

£11.95 fl 

^B Daemonsgate 

£22.95 fl 

^B Dalek Attack 

£8.75 fl 

^B Dark Legions 

£26.95 fl 

^B Dark Sun - Wake Of The Ravager 

£33.95 1 

^B Dawn Patrol 

£33,95 1 

^B Day Of The Tentacle 

£19.95 1 

^Boelphine Classic Collection 

£22.95 I 

■ Delta V 

£32.95 I 

^B Desert Strike 

£26.95 1 

^B Detroit 

£29.95 1 

^B Dinosaur Det. Agency 

£4.99 1 

^■Discover Space 

£29.951 

^B Discworld 

£35.99 1 

^Booom (Full Version) 

£31.951 

^Booom (Shareware Version) 

£6.50 1 

^BDoom II 

£42.951 

^B Dracula 

£19.99 1 

^B Dreadnoughts 

£29.95 1 

^B Dreadnoughts - Bismarck 

£13.95 I 

^B Dreadnoughts - Ironclads 

£12.95 1 

^B Dreamweb 

£33.95 1 

^B Dune 

£12.95 1 

^B Dune II 

£29.00 1 

^B Earthsiege 

£29.951 

^B Ecstatica 

£29.95 1 

^B Elder Scrolls - Arena 

£34.99 1 

^B Elite II - Frontier 

£24.95 1 

■ Empire Soccer 94 

£18.95 1 

■ Espana - The Games ‘92 

£9.99 1 

^B European Champions 

£14.951 

^B Evasive Action - Duel For The Sky 

£26,951 

■ Even More Incredible Machine 

£30.95 1 

^B Excellent Games 

£26.95 1 

^B Eye Of The Beholder 1 

£12.951 

^B Eye Of The Storm 

£19.99 1 

^Bf- 16 Combat Pilot 

£8.751 

^Bfi (Domark) 

£15.99 1 

^B Fantastic Dizzy 

£12.95 1 

■ Fantasy World Dizzy 

£8.75 1 


Fatly Bear’s Birthday Surprise E26.95 

Fatty Bear's Fun Pack £22.95 

Fields of Glory £33.95 

FIFA International Soccer £29.95 

Fleet Defender £27.99 

Fleet Defender - Scenarios £14.95 

Flight Sim 5 £38.95 

Flight Sim 5 - Caribbean £14.95 

Flight Sim 5 - New York £12.95 

Flight Sim 5 • Washington D.C. £12.95 

Flight Sim Tool Kit £37.95 

Flying Fingers (Windows) £27.95 

Front Page Sports Baseball £29.95 

Fury Of The Furries £26.95 

Gabriel Knight - Sins Of The Father £29.95 
Gateway 2 - Homeworld £29.95 

Gear Works £14.95 

Genesia £26.95 

Goal £14.95 

Graham Gooch Cricket £26.95 

Grand Prix Unlimited £10.95 

Grandest Fieet £31.95 

Grandslam Bridge II £29.95 

Grandslam Bridge II - Windows £33.95 

Great Naval Battles £12.95 

Great Naval Battles 2 £24.95 

Gunship £10.95 

Gunship2000 £12.95 

Gunship 2000 ■ Islands & Ice £18.95 

Hand Of Fate £4.99 

Hanna Barbara’s Animation Workshop £30.95 
Harpoon - Designers Series £14.95 

Harpoon V.121 £12.95 

Harrier Assault - SVGA £33.95 

Heart Of China £12.95 

Heimdall £12.95 

Heimdall 2 £29.95 

Heroes of the 357th £12.95 

History Line (1914-1918) £29.95 

Hoyles Book Of Games - Vol 1 £10.95 

Huckleberry Hound £8.75 

In Extremis £28.95 

Indiana Jones & Fate Atl. (ACT) £8.75 

Indiana Jones & L. Crusade (adv) £12.95 

Indycar Racing £22.95 

Indycar Trax Pack £13.95 

Inherit The Earth £29.95 

Intelligent Strategy Games 5 £31.95 

International Soccer £12.95 

Ishar2 £12.95 

ilshar3 £29.95 

I Jack Nicklaus Screen Saver 
I (Windows) £8.75 

Jack Nicklaus Signature Edition £29.95 

Jimmy White's Whirlwind Snooker £12.95 

Jonny Quest £4.99 

Jungle Strike £27.95 

Jurassic Park £26.95 

Just Lotto £14.95 

Kasparov's Gambit £27.95 

Kick Off 111 £18-95 

Kick Off III European Challenge £22.95 

Kid Pix £10.95 

Kids Rule OK £12.95 

Kingmaker £28.95 

Kings Quest 1 £12.951 

Kings Quest 3 £12.951 

Klik'n'Play £29.951 

Knights of the Sky £12.951 

Lamborghini American Challenge £18.95 
Lands Of Lore £26.95 

Legacy/Return Of The Phantom £19.99 

Legend of Kyrandia £12.95 

Leisure Suit Larry 3 £12.95 

Lemmings 2 £26.95 

Lemmings 3 £26.95 

Lemmings Xmas 94 £12.95 

Links £12.95 

Links - Belfry Course £18.95 

Links ■ Castle Pines SVGA £18.95 

Links - Firestone SVGA £15.99 

Links - Pinehurst 2 SVGA £18.95 

Lion King £22.95 

Lion King Screensaver £14.95 

Litil Divil £24.95 

Lombard RAC Rally £8.75 

Lost Vikings £26.95 

Lotus III - The Ultimate Challenge £22.95 
Low Blow £10.95 

Lucasarts Adventure Pack £45.95 

Lucasarts Classic Collection £22.95 

M1 Tank Platoon £12.95 

Maelstrom £29.95 

Magic Boy £19.95 

Magicland Dizzy £8.75 

Manchester United £8.75 

Mario's Time Machine £29.95 

Master Of Magic £33.95 

Master Of Orion £27.95 

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing V.2 £29.00 

Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing V.2 
(Windows) £26.95 

Merchant Colony £8.75 

Merlin Challenge £6.96 

Micro Machines £22.95 

Microsoft - Acces V2 Upgrade £129.99 

Microsoft Arcade £22.99 

Microsoft Golf (Windows) £33.99 

Microsoft Golf V2.0 £29.95 

Microsoft Works V3.0 (Windows) £49.95 
Midway £31.95 

Mortal Kombat £18.95 

Mutanoid Mates £14.95 

My First World Allas £21.95 

Nascar Racing £29.95 

NFL Coaches CLub Football £29.95 

NHL Hockey £37.95 

Nigel Mansell’s World Championship £9.99 

Noddy's Big Adventure (3-7) £22.95 

Noddy’s Playtime (3-f-) £22.95 

North & South £6.96 

Off Shore Warrior £8.75 

Omar Sharif's Bridge £29.95 

Omar Sharif's Bridge (Windows) £26.95 
On The Bail - League £26.95 

On The Ball - World Cup £21.95 

Outpost £27.95 

Overlord £27.95 

Pacific Strike £37.95 

Pacific Strike - Speech Acc. £14.95 

Paintbrush (Windows) £22.95 

Panza Kick Boxing £8.75 

Panzer General £33.95 

Pinball Dreams £28.95 

Pinball Fantasies £28.95 

Pinball Magic £8.75 

Pirates £11.75 

Pirates Gold £12.95 

Playboy Data Book £29.95 

Playdays (3-8) £18.95 

Police Quest 1 £12.95 

Police Quest 2 £12.95 

Police Quest 4 - Open Season £29.95 

Popeye 2 £6.96 

Postman Pat 3 £6.96 

Power Drive £22.95 

Power Game II £26.95 


Powermonger 
Praxim (Windows) 
Premier Manager 2 
^ Prince Of Persia 
j Prince Of Persia 2 
Print Shop Deluxe 
Privateer 


£12.951 
£12.951 
£26.95 I 
£10.95 I 
£29.95 I 
£45.951 
£37.95 I 


Privateer - Mission Disk £14.95 

Privateer - Speech Accessory Pack £12.95 
I Project X £14.95 

Protostar £29.95 

Push-Over £10.95 

Putt Putt Goes to the Moon £26.95 

! Putt Putt Joins the Parade £22.95 

I Quarantine £29.95 

iQuarterpole - Thoroughbred Racing £26.95 
Quest For Glory 4 - Shadows Of 
Darkness £29.95 

iRagnarok £29.95 

j Railroad Tycoon 
I Rally 
Rampart 
Ravenloft 


£12.951 
£14.95 1 
£10.95 1 
£34.99 I 


Retribution 
Return to 2ork 
Reunion 
Ringworld 


£29.95 
£34.99 
£29.95 
£29.95 

Rise Of The Robots (SVGA) £34.99 

Rise Of The Robots (VGA) £32.95 

Risky Woods £10.95 

Robocod £8.75 

Robocop 111 £12.95 

Rorke’s Drift £8.75 

Ryder Cup £9.99 

Sam and Max Hit The Road £26.95 

Santa's Xmas Caper £8.75 

Scrabble £23.95 

Seal Team £33.95 

Seawolf (SSN-21) £33.95 

Secret Of Monkey Island £12.95 

Secret Of Monkey Island II £12.95 

Secret Weapons - HE162 £9.99 

Sensible Soccer Int.Edition £14.95 

Settlers £24.95 

Shadow Caster £27.95 

Sid & Al's Incredible Toons £29.95 

Silent Service II £12.95 

Silverball £22.95 

Sim City 2000 £29.95 

Sim City 2000 - Scenario Disk Vol 1 £12.95 
Sim City Classic + Graphics Set £15.99 

Sim City Deluxe £26.95 

Sim City/Lemmings £18.95 

Sim Farm £26.95 

Soccer Kid £22.95 

Soccer Team Manager £10.95 

Sooty & Sweep £6.96 

Space Federation £29.95 

Space Legends £26.95 

Space Quest 2 £10.95 

Speedball 2 £8.75 

Sports Masters (comp.) £26.95 

Star Crusader - Speech & Mission 
Disk £14.95 

Star Crusader Data Disk £10.95 

Star Lord £27.95 

Star Trail £33.95 

Star Trek; Judgement Rites £33.95 

Star Wars Screen Saver £22.95 

Street Fighter II £12.95 

Strike Commander £37.95 

Strike Commander - Speech Pack £14.95 
Strike Squad £29.95 

Striker £18.95 

Sub War 2050 £33.95 

Super All-Stars £12.95 

Superski Pro £26.95 

Supremacy £10.95 

Syndicate £33.95 

Syndicate - Mission Disk £12.95 

System Shock £33.95 

Tactical Manager - English £21.95 

Tactical Manager - Scottish £21.95 

Teddy’s Big Day £18.95 

Terminator 2 - Coin op £18.95 

Terminator 2 £8.75 

Test Drive 3 £10.95 

TFX £19.99 

The Blue and The Grey £29.95 

The Horde £29.95 

The Patrician £26.95 

Theatre Of War £10.95 

Their Finest Hour £12.95 

Theme Park £27.95 

Thomas The Tank Engine £6.96 

Thomas The Tank Engine Collection £12.95 
Thomas’s Big Race (4-8) £10.95 

Thunderhawk £10.95 

Tie Fighter £30.95 

Tornado - Desert Storm £14.95 

i Tornado - Falcon 3.0 £27.95 

I Tracksuit Manager £6.96 

Transport Tycoon £33.95 

Trivial Pursuit Deluxe £12.95 

UFO - Enemy Unknown £33.95 

Ultima 7 Part 2 £33.95 

Ultima 7 Part 2 - Silver Seed data disk £14.95 
Ultima 8: Pagan £37.95 

Ultima 8: Pagan - Speech Pad( £12.95 

Ultima Underworld £12.95 

Ultima Underworld 2 £29.95 

Ultimate Body Blows £22.95 

, Universe £29.95 

I Unneccessary Roughness £29.95 

Utopia £10.00 

V For Victory 4 £29.95 

Walls of Rome £12,95 

War in the Gulf £26.95 

Warcraft - Ores & Humans £29.95 

Wembley Rugby League £18.95 

Wing Commander Academy £26.95 

Wing Commander Armada £33.95 

Wing Commander 1 £12.95 

Wing Commander 1 - 

Secret Missions 1 & 2 £14.95 

Winter Challenge £10.95 

Winter Olympics £19.99 

Wizardry Trilogy 2 £34.99 

World Atlas V4.0 (Windows) £37.95 

World Cup USA‘94 £19.99 

World Cup Year '94 (comp.) £26.95 

WWF European Rampage £8.75 

IX Wing £34.99 

I X Wing - Imperial Pursuit data disk £14.95 
IX Wing Collection £37.95 

Xenon 2 £8.75 

Zool £26.95 

Zool2 £26.95 


CD-Rom 

110 Year Anthology £30.95 

5FT 10 Pack Vol.2 £42.95 

688 Attack Sub/Chuck Yeager £14.95 

7th Guest/Dune £37.95 

Access Classic Collection £18.95 

I Aces Of The Deep £33.95 

j Aegis - Guardian Of The Fleet £26.95 

I Alone In The Dark/Jack In The Dark £23.95 
Alqadim - The Genie’s Curse £18.95 

America's Greatest (comp.) £18.95 

Animals In Motion £11 -99 

Arnie2 £10.99 

Award Winners Gold £26.95 

Battle Chess £23.95 

Beethovens Fifth £21.50 

Big 100 £23.99 

Blade Warrior £12.95 

Blitzkreig £8.75 

Bloodnet £29.95 

iBIue Force £21.95 

Cannon Fodder/Beneath a Steel Sky £37.95 
Capitol Hill £29.95 

Car & Driver/Stormovik £14.95 

Icarnage £10,99 

CD Rom Interactive Collection Vol 1 £37.95 
Chessmaster 3000 Pro £35.99 

Ichessmaster 4000 Turbo £38.95 

City 2000 £39.99 

Civilization/Railroad Tycoon £22.95 

Colonization £33.95 

Colossus (Comp) £15.99 

Comanche Maximum Overkill £37.95 

I Combat Classics 3 £26.95 

Commander Blood £33.95 

Complete Chess System £29.95 

[composer Collection £63.99 

I Conspiracy £26.99 

Corridor 7 £19.99 

Creature Shock £41.95 

Crime Patrol £31.95 

Cruise For A Corpse £12.95 

Cyberia £37.95 

I Cyberwar £37.95 

I Cycle Mania £29.95 

jo-Generation £12.95 

I Dangerous Creatures £47.95 

Dark Sun - Wake Of The Ravager £37.95 
David Bowie - Jump £31.95 

Dawn Patrol £33.95 

Death Gate £29.95 

Delta V £34.99 

Desert Strike £26.95 

Dinosaurs £29.99 

Dinosaurs (Windows) £29.99 

Discoveries Of The Deep £21.50 

j Doom II £47.95 

Doom Utilities £18.95 

Dragon Lore £33.95 

loreamweb £33.95 

Dune 2/Lure of the Temptress £14.95 

Earthsiege £33.95 

Ecstatica £38.95 

Elder Scrolls - Arena £34.99 

Elite II - Frontier £23.95 

Empire Deluxe - Masters Edition £27.95 
Encarta ‘95 £96.95 

Encore (Comp) £19.99 

Eye Of The Beholder I £12.95 

F-15 Strike Eagle II £12.95 

F-19 Stealth Fighter £12.95 

Fatty Bear's Birthday Surprise £31.95 

FIFA International Soccer £29.95 

Fleet Defender Gold £31.95 

Freddy Fish £29.95 

Ghosts £29.95 

Golden 7 £30.95 

Graham Gooch World Cricket £26.95 

Harpoon £11.95 

I Harry’s Haunted House £37.95 

|Heimdall2 £19.99 

Hell £37.95 

Hell Cab £29.99 

Hits For Six - Vol.4 £18.95 

Inca 2 £19.99 

Indiana Jones & Fate Atl. (Adv) £30.95 
Inferno £41.95 

Innocent Until Caught £15.75 

International Athletics £14.95 

International Tennis £10.99 

Isle Of The Dead £14.95 

[jack Nicklaus Unlimited Golf £12.95 

I Journeyman Project Turbo £33.95 

iKickOfflll £20.95 


£11.99 

£19.99 

£33.95 

£31.95 

£19.99 

£26.95 

£12.95 

£22.95 

£29.95 

£29.99 

£12.95 

£12.95 

£41.95 

£19.99 

£33.95 

£12.95 

£39.95 

£18.95 


Kids Rule OK 
King's Table - Ragnarok 
Kings Quest 7 
Klik ’n’ Play 
I Labyrinth Of Time 
Legend of Kyrandia 3 
Leisure Suit Larry 1 
Lemmings 1 & 2 
Lemmings 3 
Lemmings Double Pack 
[Lemmings Xmas 94 
Links 

Little Big Adventure 
Loom 

j Lucasarts Double Pack 
Ml Tank Platoon 
Magic Carpet 
Magic Eye 

Manchester United - Premier League £26.95 
j Manchester United - Europe £12.95 

[Maps and Facts £23.95 

Master of Magic £33.95 

[Micro French (Beginners-GCSE) £29.95 
I Microsoft Art Gallery £29.99 

[Millenium Auction £34.99 

[Motor Stars (Build & Race) £48.99 

Myst £43.99 

I Nascar Racing £34.99 

[New Dictionary Of The Living World £33.95 
iNoctropolis £37.95 

I Nomad £19.99 

I Nova Storm £34,99 

I On The Ball - World Cup £27.95 

I Outpost £37.95 

I Panzer General £33.95 

I Peter & The Wolf £33.95 

I PGA Tour Golf 486 £39.95 

I Pirates £12.95 

I Pirates Gold £12.95 

I Police Quest 1 £12,95 

I Power Drive £22,95 

I Power Game 11 £22.95 

I Power Hits Baltletech (comp.) £14.95 

I Power Hits Sci-Fi (comp.) £14.95 

I Power Hits Sport (comp.) £14.95 

I Psycho Killer £10.95 

I Psychotron (Windows) £37.95 

I Putt Putt Fun Pack £27.95 

I Quarantine £29.95 

I Quest For Glory 4 - 
I Shadows Of Darkness 
i Radioactive 
[Rally 
I Redshift 
I Retribution 

I Return Of The Phantom 
I Rise Of The Robots (Limited) 

; Of The Robots (STD) 

I Secret Of Monkey Island 
I Secret Weapons 
I Sensible Soccer Int. Edition 
I Shadow Caster 
I Shuttle 
I Sim City 

I Sim City 2000 plus Scenario 
I Space Pirates 
I Space Quest 1 

■ Space Quest Collection 
I Stack Up 

■ Star Control Compendium 
I Star Crusader 
I Star Lord 
I Star Trail 

I Star Trek TNG Virtual Tour 
[star Wars Chess 

■ Strip Pot 

I Super Arcade Games 
I Superski Pro 

I Syndicate Plus American Revolt 

Itfx 

I The Farm 
I The Zoo 
I Theme Park 

■ Thomas The Tank Engine Collection £14.95 

iThumbelina £29.95 

I Transport Tycoon 
iTriple Action Pack Vol.2 
I Triple Action Pack Vol.4 
iTuneland (Windows) 

I UFO - CD Encyclopedia 
I Ultima 7 (Comp) 

I Ultima 8 ; Pagan + Speech Pack 
I Ultimate Body Blows 
I Ultimate Trivia 
I Under A Killing Moon 


£33.95 

£22.95 

£14.95 

£39.99 

£29.95 

£25, 

£47.95 

£37.95 

£19.99 

£14.95 

£17.95 

£42.95 

£42.95 

£27.95 

£37.95 

£29.95 

£12.95 

£33.95 

£10.99 

£12.95 

£33.95 

£33.95 

£33.95 

£37.95 

£29.99 

£22.95 

£16,99 

£29,95 

£38.95 

£19.99 

£29.95 

£33.95 

£27.95 


£33.95 

£11.99 

£11.99 

£33,95 

£44.99 

£42.95 

£52.95 

£22.95 

£25.99 

£45,95 


Universe £29.95 

U.S.Navy Fighters £37.95 

Valhalla ^8-75 

Velocity Classic Collection £18.95 

Vid Grid £30.95 

Video Gambling (Windows) £21.95 

Video Game Solution £25.99 

Virtual Worlds £22.95 

Voyeur £30.95 

Warcraft - Ores & Humans £30.95 

Where In The USA is Carmen (Deluxe) £45.95 
White Death £8-75 

Who Shot Johnny Rock £39.99 

Windows Set £19.95 

Wing Commander Armada £33.95 

Wing Commander 3 £49,95 

Wing Commander / Indianapolis 500 £14.95 
Winter Olympics £25.99 

Winter Supersports £22.95 

Wolf £33.95 

Wolfpack £22.95 

World Cricket £12.95 

World Cup Golf £37.95 

World Cup Year 94 (Comp) £21.95 

Worlds At War £8.75 

Worlds Of Legend £12.95 

X-Wing Collector’s CD £41.95 

Zephyr £29.95 

Zeppelin : Giants Of The Sky £33.95 

Zool 2 £26.95 


3.5 

” Disks 

QTY 

DSDD 

DSHD 

10 

£4.95 

£7.80 

20 

£9.85 

£15.35 

50 

£18.75 

£34.40 

100 

£33.99 

£61.90 


Disk Boxes 


10 

Slimpack 

£0.94 

40 


£4.95 

50 


£5.60 

80 


£6.30 

80 

Stackable 

£12.95 

100 


£6.80 

110 

Stackable 

£13.95 

120 


£8.75 


0171 608 0624 
DataGem Ltd[ 
Department 
PCR 

23 Pitfield Street | 

London 
N1 6HB 


AM prices include UK 
postage and VAT and 
are effective until 
28th Feb 94. 

On overseas orders, 
postage is charged at 
cost. New titles will be 
sent as released and 
are subject to 
manufacturer’s price 
reviews. All orders are 
taken subject to our 
standard terms and 
conditions. E.&O.E. 













123/ABC with Hickory and 
Me/Monker’s Math 
Factory/Monker’s Spelling 
Submarine 

Educational software 

S tep Ahead Software is 
launching four disk-based 
early education programs 
that are brash and bright and 
thereby succeed in keeping chil¬ 
dren’s attention. 

Two titles are aimed at the pre¬ 
school age group which feature 
Hickory, a mouse, and his com¬ 
panion, Nat, a flying insect. As 
their titles imply, 123 with Hickory 
and Me introduces numbers, 
counting and matching,while ABC 
with Hickory and Me covers the 
alphabet and other pre-reading 
skills. 

Although still unmistakably 
American the programs do make 
provision for the differences 
between English and American 
English by allowing a choice 
between two sounds, “zed” and 
“zee”, for the letter Z, for instance. 

Both programs offer a choice of 
two levels of difficulty in a well 
focused lesson activity which is 
made more interesting by animated 
events that occur in response to 
exploring the screen. Each also 
incudes a maze game to test the 
skills being developed. 

The character used in the two 
programs for six to eight year olds 
is called Monker and he is an inde¬ 
finable critter with a booming voice 
and an energetic style. Monker’s 
Math Factory, a title which is a 
reminder of its American origins, 
is set against a background of a toy 
factory and clicking on the objects 
on the screen bring toys to life to 
add an extra element of entertain¬ 
ment. As you might guess, 
Monker’s Spelling Submarine has 
an underwater theme. There is a 
central lesson screen with three 
choices of activity and two levels of 
skill in each program. The maths 
options are adding, subtraction 
and place value while the spelling 
ones are to supply the initial letters, 
the middle letters and the final let¬ 
ters of words. 

Both program also include a 
game screen in which the games 


involve negotiating mazes. The 
object of the maths games are to 
follow a sequence or to practice 
addition while the spelling mazes 
involve rhyming words. These 
games are made more lively by the 
inclusion of obstacles to overcome 
— but as the effect is to make the 
kids enjoy practising essential skills, 
then I’m not going to complain. 

This software does not and 
cannot make any claims about con¬ 
forming to the National Cur¬ 
riculum, but the skills it develops 
are equally important on both sides 
of the Atlantic and it has the advan¬ 
tage of a cheerful approach and a 
relatively cheap price tag. 


O Sue James 


ABC WITH HICKORY 


• Minimum PC is a 20MHz 386,'SX, with 
4Mb of RAM, 256 colour VGA and AdLib, 
Sound Blaster and Roland support. 

Supplier: Step Ahead Software ^ 
Contact: (0171)3231212 iz 

Price: £19.95 5 




Rosie and Jim Talking 
Activities: Duck loses his 
Quack/Jim Gets the Sneezes 

Educational software 

S herston Software has two 
titles based on Central Tele¬ 
vision’s Rosie and Jim series 
for pre-school children. This is 
talking software that encourages 
reading, in so far as each word is 
highlighted in turn as the story is 
read. But compared to other soft¬ 
ware for this age group these pro¬ 
grams can only be described as 
thin. 

True they are inexpensive and 
undemanding of computer 
resources. But we have come to 
expect more, even from talking 
software. Each title has a few intro¬ 
ductory frames of story and then 
an activity of very limited scope 
and duration. The programs 
require a sound card to run and 
once installed you have to have a 
DOS mouse driver loaded and the 
floppy disk in the drive as a secu¬ 
rity measure. I found it easiest to 
run from the DOS prompt — and 
even then it was not well behaved. 

O Sue James 


JIM GETS THE SNEEZES _ 

• Minimum 386 PC with 1Mb of RAM, 
VGA and a Sound Blaster compatible 
sound card 

Supplier: Sherston Software 
Contact: (01666)840433 
Price: Cl 1.75 

L_ 




Some software gets deleted from the 
^**"-**^ hard disk the minute the review is 
written, some we wish we’d never laid 
eyes on. But, every month there are products 
that do prove to be reliable and enjoyable, and 
above all genuinely useful. All of the products 
featured in the PC Review tried and tested 
section are worthy candidates for anybody’s 
short list. 


HH ~ Art de la Table 
* — ‘Cookery guides 
for the proudest of chefs’ 
is how we describe this 
superb CD collection 
three pages earlier. Shows 
how developers can make 
the best of CDs for hobby 
and reference interest. 


iw — Big Green Disc 
* — A CD that exam¬ 
ines mankind’s finest eco 
disasters in detail: thor¬ 
oughly researched and 
with participation from 
organisations like 
GreenPeace to lend it 
some authority. 


m ~ Teac Super Quad 
— A super performer 
— particularly when you 
compare it with double 
speed drives. The Teac 
Super Quad is still the 
cheapest (£250) quad 
speed on the block. At 
least until Christmas... 


M Aptiva PC 

™ — The PC that sets 
the standard in 
helpfulness and home- 
oriented features for the 
first-time user. Excellent 
build quality is slightly off¬ 
set by the overall price for 
the higher spec versions. 


Recommended so far 

Gateway 2000 486SX/33 (PC) Fauve Matisse (art software) Art 
Gallery (art CD) Fine Artist (kids’ drawing software) Gamewave 32 
(sound card) Sound FX Classic 3000 (sound card) Micrograph 
Tabby (tablet) Dan Vantage MM (486PC) KidDesk (PC front-end) 
NEC3Xi (CD-ROM drive) InfoCentrai (PIM) Mitsumi FX001D (CD- 
ROM drive) QY8 (sequencer) Vivid 3D (surround sound) MJM 
486/66 (486PC) Stowaway! (edutainment CD) IBM Aptiva (PC) 
Prehistoria (edutainment CD) DR-U104x (CD-ROM drive) 


& 


PC REVIEW. 






















Shareware reviews 

This month Alan Clarke takes a look at three shareware utilities. 



QC — Quick Change 

QC — Quick Change is a replace¬ 
ment for the DOS Dir command 
that allows you to replace compli¬ 
cated paths with easy to remember, 
customisable aliases instead. 

Using a data file that you create 
with any text editor, you must first 
set up your aliases by typing QC 
along with the alias. For example, 
if you have an application that 
installs itself to a directory via the 
command c:\microstuffpro- 
grams\wp. Instead of typing this 
out every time you wish to access 
that directory, just create an alias 
WP (or something similar) in the 
QC dat file, and hey presto! 

QC is a very small program that’s 


extremely useful and simple to use. 
Available from AfterHours BBS 


01785 228214 




CCLink 

CCLink is a Windows comms pro¬ 
gram that monitors the serial and 
parallel ports of your PC. It dis¬ 
plays a series of LEDs that repre¬ 
sent the various modem functions 
— ideal for users of internal or 
portable modems. 

CCLink will also detect possible 
interrupt conflicts and port usage 
by other devices as well as detect 
whether or not your system uses 


16550UARTS. You can also save a 
variety of configuration options 
including screen position. 
Available from AfterHours BBS 
01785 228214 



4Files 

This multi-purpose file manager 
includes a full featured text editor 
for 4DOS and NDOS ‘file notes’ 
and can also act as a program 
launcher for all your favourite 
applications and utilities. A variety 
of command line switches also 
allow you to control the sort of cri¬ 


teria for directory and file listings, 
including reverse, size, date, etc. 

Disks and directories are navi¬ 
gated via a series of keypresses, but 
so you don’t need to remember a 
huge amount of keys, each one has 
multiple functions depending on 
the action you take. If you have 
highlighted a directory, a certain 
keypress will display the contents, 
whilst a press on the same key when 
a file is selected will display the file. 

These keypresses have also been 
logically assigned; so N creates a 
new directory, K will kill (delete) a 
file and R will rename a file. 

4Files is a very thorough pro¬ 
gram and contains a whole host of 
functions. The accompanying doc¬ 
umentation file is well written and 
presented. A great little utility. 
Available from AfterHours BBS 
01785 228214 



PC REVIEW 










































Got as far as you think you can go? Push back your boundaries with these great books from BSB! 



PC Assembler Games Programming, isbn: i-873308-41-8, £24.95,464 pages. 
Presented by professional programmers in the UK games software industry, this is for anyone with a basic knowledge of 
programming who wants to transform their ideas into programs for fun and profit! The book and disk contain both pro¬ 
gram code examples and useful data such as screen backgrounds, character designs, sound effects and other compo¬ 
nents which the reader can fully rework to write a playable PC game. Subjects covered include game design and organi¬ 
sation; characters, sprites and screen maps; scrolling, panning and palette animation; sound effects and Soundblaster 
cards; selling a game and industry contacts. Start designing your hit game today! 

Microsoft Office for Windows First Steps, isbn. 1-873308-29-9, £i4.95,352 pages 
Ian Sinclair’s new Insider Guide is easy to read and packed with information. It is specifically designed for the 
computer novice who wishes to get the most from the UK version of Office without having to learn computer 
technology and jargon, covering such topics as installation, customisation, the Toolbar and importing and 
exporting data. Highly affordable, yet comprehensive and up to date, this refreshingly reader-friendly book 
makes learning the world of Microsoft Office a veritable pleasure. 

PC Beginnners Pack, ISBN: 1-873308-44-2, £39.95, two books, video and shareware collection*. 

An ideal gift, this is a combination of two best-selling guides, an instructional video, Windows reference card and 
Shareware collection. The two books offer a blend of experience and hints and tips, with no previous knowledge 
assumed, and cover using Windows; running programs; copying files; changing settings; using built-in Windows 
applications; successful printing; setting up a CD-ROM drive; sound cards and using a Modem. Every stage is 
dealt with in a step by step fashion, the video providing a perfect visual backup to the books. The Shareware col¬ 
lection provides a range of Windows programs to complement your existing setup with handy utilities, games, 
edutainment and home interest programs all detailed in a separate booklet, 'provisional specifications. 

Quicken for Windows Insider Guide, isbn; i-873308-32-g, £i2 95,224 pages. 

This Insider Guide teaches you how to use the UK versions of Quicken 2.0 and 3.0 and relates its features to 
real-life financial scenarios everyone will recognise. Leading chartered accountant Graham Rawlinson provides 
chapter by chapter financial recommendations and advice to balance Stephen Copestake’s tutorial text. 
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te)©©[ksGD©ps 

CREDIT CARD 

(01923) 

89 435 5 

- How to order - 

Please complete the form below 
or alternatively call our Credit 
Card Hotline quoting your name 
and address, credit card 
number and its expiry date. 
'Disks supplied free only when 
ordered direct from BSB. 
First class postage for books 
and single video free in the UK. 
Postage £3 per book (Europe), 
£6 per book elsewhere. 



P 


T 


L. 


Please send to: Bruce Smith Books Ltd, FREEPOST 242, PO Box 382, St. Albans, Herts, AL2 3BR. 

I enclose a cheque/PO for £.made payable to Bruce Smith Books Ltd. 

Alternatively charge my - 

Visa/Access/Mastercard Number: _ 

Expiry Date:.Amount: £. 

Name. 

Address. 


Postcode.Signed: 


PC Assembler Games Programming @ £24.95 (inclusive) 

Microsoft Office First Steps Insider Guide @ £14.95. 

PC Beginners Pack @ £39.95 (inc. VAT) plus £3 p&p. 

Quicken for Windows Insider Guide @ £12.95. 

Secrets of Frontier Elite @ £9.95. 

Secrets of Sim City 2000 @ £9.95. 

Visual Basic Beginners Guide @ £17.95. 

QBASIC Beginners Guide @ £17.95. 

QBASIC A-Z Reference Guide @ £17.95. 
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WIN! WIN! WIN! 




OF nr AND 
GAMES! 


^ John Menzies 


John Menzies in association with Software, 

the people who brought Syndicate (SNES) and Inferno into 
our homes, are offering one lucky person the chance to 
win loads of console equipment! Whof s more, their gen¬ 
erosity does not stop there! - 50 games from a selection 
of Ocean's extensive multi-format catalogue will form the 
equally impressive runners-up prizes! These fabulous 
prizes are brought to you by top newsagent 

John Menzies, and EMAP Images, the leading light in 
video game magazines. Entering the competition is sim¬ 
plicity itself. Just follow these pointers: 

• Go into your local John Menzies store. 

• Pick up an entry form and answer the three easy 
questions on it. 

• Mark your name and address on the space provided. 

• Post your completed entry to the name and address 
stated. 

The entry leaflets will be in all the UK's John Menzies 
stores between 20/01/95 and 24/02/95, so make sure 
you get down there pretty smartish, as the competition 
closes on the 4th of March 1995. 



Full prize details on entry form 




































































Technical 

Help 

In this issue _ 

internet Workshop _ 

Accessing the World Wide Web...........121 

Absolute Beginners 


Back to basics. 124 

Making the right connections.125 

Help! It’s not working.126 
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Formatting your disks......128 

Glossary.128 

Making a boot disk. 130 

Q&A__ 


Your questions answered..............136 



Cs are great — most of the 
J time. But PCs move in mys- 
terious ways. When they’re 
not being great, they can be 
^ the most irritating, frus¬ 
trating, downright incomprehensible 
machines you ever tried to use. So, 
where can you go for help, when the manuals are full of jargon, your 
techie friends won’t return your calls and there’s smoke coming out of 
the back of your PC? 

Try PC Review’s Technical Help section. Whether it’s your hard¬ 
ware that’s hung up on you, or software which just won’t do what you 
ask it to, we’ll try to explain what’s going wrong without getting too 
deeply into PC jargon and obscure acronyms. Here you’ll find work¬ 
shops on popular PC pursuits — including the second article in our 
series about the Internet — a regular help section which explains 
common and basic procedures, a jargon-busting glossary of terms, 
and if you’re still stuck after all that, our agony uncle Mike James is 
on hand to solve your specific problems on our Q&A pages. 

We aim to cover the areas which most often cause confusion with 
the PC, but if there’s anything you think is missing from this section 
and which you would like to see covered, let us know. Drop us a line at 
PC Review, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, London ECIR 3AU, or e-mail 
us on pcreview@cix.compulink.co.uk and we’ll do our best to help! 
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TOURING THE WEB 



The World Wide Web is a fast-growing, easy to use 
area on the Internet. We explain how to get around 
the Web and who you might meet while you’re there. 


T he Internet is growing 
fast, and the part of it 
that is growing most 
rapidly is the World 
Wide Web, or WWW 
— you didn’t think that 
those three letter 
acronyms would be 
resisted for long now, 
did you? 

More and more com¬ 
panies, organisations, 
and divisions within 
them are joining the 
World Wide Web, partly 
because it’s easy to gain 
access to it, and partly 
because it’s easy at the 
providers’ end to design 
and produce pages for it. 

Each separate screen 
which you and I call up 
on the Web is a page 
designed simply as a 
document by the service 
provider. 

The World Wide Web 
nally designed just five years ago in 
Switzerland, as an easy way for 
physicists to keep in touch with 
each other over the Internet. It has 
since mushroomed to become a 
simple and convenient way of 
accessing a wide variety of Internet 
services. Its simplicity is based 
around the fact that you move 
around the pages on the Web by 
means of hypertext links. Any high¬ 
lighted word that appears on¬ 
screen has been ‘hot-wired’; by 
selecting this word with your 
mouse pointer you can move to the 
page or site associated with this 


word. Also, when using the Web, 
you aren’t restricted to visiting only 
World Wide Web sites — you can 
also access gopher, news, telnet and 
ftp services (see glossary, page 122). 


To get the best out of the World 
Wide Web, you need to be using a 
broswer with full graphic support, 
such as Mosaic. But you can only 
get this if you have a direct dial-in 
link to the Internet, such as the one 


provided by Demon Internet Ser¬ 
vices or Easynet. With this, you will 
see the Web pages you access in 
graphic format with illustrations, 
pictorial icons and sound effects 
available. However, you can still 
access the Web services with a text- 
based Internet gateway such as the 
ones provided by Cix or Delphi — 
it just won’t be very pretty, and you 
won’t be able to see any of the pic¬ 
tures either, your screen will just be 
full of text. 

What’s on the Weh? 

So what can you find 
on the World Wide 
Web? As always with 
the Internet, the 
answer is a rather 
daunting, “anything 
you like”. Many of the 
more long-standing 
Web providers are aca¬ 
demic institutions — 
in the UK, for 
instance, most univer¬ 
sities have their own 
Web pages, but the 
growth in the last five 
years has seen it 
spread to many more 
varied organisations, 
such as the Electronic 
Telegraph (online ver¬ 
sion of the Daily Tele¬ 
graph), the BBC, a 
wide range of rock and pop artists, 
and some more fringe activities 
which you might have expected to 
find in an alt. newsgroup, and 
which are frequently a spin-off 
from a newsgroup. 



How to contact PC Review online 

PC Review has its own eiectronic maii account with CiX. You can contact us on pcreview@cix.compuiink.co.uk. 

By sending your messages from your own bulietin board to the fuii address it shouid reach us through various gateways 
and you should be notified if your maii doesn’t get through. 


Y ou start off with your internet 
service and a vague idea of 
where you want to go. The 
World Wide Web works on a hyper¬ 
text basis — that is, certain words 
and phrases wiil be picked out in 
highlighted or differentiy coloured 
text. Click on these with the mouse 
and the program will take you to the 
page dedicated to this new subject. 



This is the home page for NCSA 
Mosaic, one of the best of the graphi¬ 
cally-based browsers. I’ve heard 
there’s some good stuff on forthcom¬ 
ing games in Rocket Science’s WWW 
pages, so let’s try going straight to 
http://www.rocketsci.com and see 
where that gets us. 



This takes us straight into Rocket 
Science’s Web pages. There’s some 
information here on Cadillacs and 
Dinosaurs, and Loadstar, but you’ll 
have read about that already in PC 
Review, so let’s look for some infor¬ 
mation about brand new games. 



The pictures shown here can be 
downloaded to your hard disk in 
JPEG format (pictures on the Internet 
are usually either in JPEG or GIF for¬ 
mat) or viewed on-screen. 



After leaving Rocket Science, we 
decided to come back to Blighty, and 
start right at the beginning. Just click 
on any city on the map to see what’s 
available on the Web in each location. 
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TOURING THE WEB 



The Electronic Telegraph is an online 
version of the newspaper, which was 
set up in conjunction with Demon 
Internet last year. Here you can 
access not just stories from the news¬ 
paper itseif, but additional snippets of 
information as weil. 



Next, why not drop in on the web 
pages for the BBC, which as well as 
including a fuily featured builetin 
board. Auntie, and e-mail service, 
also offers lots of information about 
the BBC and a gateway to the Internet 
proper. 



From the BBC menu, select ‘TV and 
radio’ and then ‘Radio 1’ to find this 
fascinating set of pages, where this 
week’s playlist is displayed in fuil. 
The records on the A list, shown in 
part here, will have a guaranteed 25 
plays per week on wonderful 1FM. 



Back at the Radio One main page, 
you can also access a list of featured 
artists who all have their own dedicat¬ 
ed Web pages elsewhere on the 
Internet. Just by clicking on Cocteau 
Twins, I’ve been magically transport¬ 
ed to Berkeley, California, and the 
Cocteau’s very own WWW site. 


Key to the Web 

Again as always, knowing how to 
find it is the key to making the most 
of the Web. 

If you know the complete 
address of the site you want, you 
can enter it straightaway of course, 
but all those http’s and html’s aren’t 
easy to remember. 

What you need to help you find 
relevant Web pages is a search 
facility and the Internet is stuffed 
to overflowing with search engines. 

Right: click on any of the highlighted 
items here to see descriptions of cen¬ 
tral London which range from the terse 
(“No information on Chancery Lane 
yet”) to verbose,useful tourist style 
information. 


Document URL: | http://www cs.ucl.ac.uk/misc/uk/london/places.html 
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from plain alphabetical directories 
of services, to Lynx, and Lycos, in 
which you type keywords to search 
for — often hundreds if your 
search wasn’t too specific. 

However, you can have a lot of 
fun just browsing through the Web, 
and you will almost certainly alight 
on some interesting and surprising 
things (see the panel, left). Just 
make sure you keep an eye on the 
phone bill and you don’t end up 
wandering aimlessly in cyberspace. 


If you’ve bought the CD-ROM 
edition of PC Review, you can try 
out the Internet and the World 
Wide Web for yourself with our free Delphi 
access software. For more details on our 
cover CD offer, see page 9. 


610 SSARY 

HTML 

Stands for HyperText Mark-up 
Language — the language which Web 
documents (pages) are written in. 

WWW 

Stands for World Wide Web. A service 
developed in order to make access to 
different parts of the Internet easy 
through hypertext links. 

URL 

Stands for universal resource locater. 
Type in, or select the name of the Web 
site you wish to access, and the URL 
will take you straight there. 

Gopher 

Developed at the University of Minne¬ 
sota, a gopher is an application which 
enables you to find a required Internet 
service through a system of menus. 


Telnet 

Telnet is a service which enables you to 
access the files on a remote computer 
by, in effect, acting as if you were actu¬ 
ally working at that computer rather 
than being on a phone link maybe 
thousands of miles away. It does it all 
for the cost of a local call, as well. 

Ftp 

Stands for File Transfer Protocol — the 
service which lets you download files 
from another computer to your own via 
the Internet. 

Newsgroup 

A special interest forum which anyone 
interested in the subject matter can join 
in a post messages. See last month’s 
Internet workshop for details. 

Usenet 

A large collection of special interest 
newsgroups accessible on the Internet. 
These groups cover anything and 
everything, from rec.pets.cats (all about 
your moggy) to alt,.sex.bondage. 


INTERNn SERVICES 

CIX (9181) 390 8446 
Conferencing system with text-only 
access to Internet anD World Wide 
Web. 

CompuServe (0800) 289378 
Huge bulletin board and online service 
whose Internet access is surprisingly 
limited, but slowly expanding. 

Delphi (0171) 757 7150 
Online news and special interest ser¬ 
vice with easy and comprehensive links 
to the Internet, but with only text-based 
access. 

Demon Internet Services 
(0181) 349 0063 

Direct dial-in access to the Internet and 
one of the most successful UK Internet 
providers. 

BBC Networking Club 
(0181) 576 7799 

Dial-in connection to the Internet, plus a 
host of services relating to BBC TV and 
radio programmes. 


































































































SuHulatc^H^ present the most exciting simulations from Space, Sea and Land / 








Shuttle Approach and Landing Simulator 
NO ENGINE, ONE CHANCE 



The adventure of a lifetime ! 


Just imagine for one moment the concentration required to position a 
heavy glider onto final approach for a safe landing at the Kennedy 
Space Centre with shifting crosswinds. Helpful voices provide data 
regarding speed, position and systems. Despite dry throat and and 
adrenalin pumping through your veins you select undercarriage, lock 
the speed brake and prepare to round out for a gentle landing and a 
welcome from mission control.of course you can do it!!!! 

SHUTTLE APPROACH AND LANDING SIMULATOR is the most 
realistic representation ever of Shuttle Guidance, Control and 
Aerodynamics, and has been programmed by people who work at the 
“real” mission control in Houston and have had their program fine 
tuned by actual shuttle commanders. The digitised voices of mission 
control make this simulation a cut above in the sense of being there. 
You can recreate visual approaches in day or night conditions with 
varying wind and even wind shear effects and practise the type of 
unexpected approaches for which real astronauts train thousands of 
hours. You can then relive your successes or failures with the flight 
playback capability. Only £24.95 
SAE gets our Newsletter 


Sail Simulator 



Cast Your Cares to the Wind 
Sail Simulator is not only a real 
sailing training aid but also gives a 
high degree of satisfaction to the 
non sailor due to the skill involved 
in getting the best out of your boat. 
Smooth graphics with sophisticat¬ 
ed, adjustable wind,wave and cur¬ 
rent effects make your chosen craft 
perform in a totally realistic way. 
You may choose from many yachts 
such as Dolfin, Laser etc or even a 
Motor cruiser. 



With the controller you control the 
helm, set the sails and even man¬ 
age the crew positions.You can 
even practice real life navigation 
techniques. In addition to the sail¬ 
ing areas such as lake and sea loca¬ 
tions you can completely design 
you own boating area including 
water depth, currents, buoys and 
jetties. Take part in a regatta with 
“Sail Simulator Cup”. If you like 
sailing or messing about in boats 
you will “wet yourself” for Sail 
Simulator. 

£69.95 inc. controller 

Latest ThrustmasterrM 
products in stock 



3D Advanced Graphic System for ATP 
Most people know that SubLOGIC ATP is a good Flight Simulation, many 
pundits believe it to be technically the best with its assignments and interac¬ 
tive air traffic control. Indeed it is even used by some airline captains for 
practice prior to check flights! Most people at the later end of ‘94 are less 
than sold on the graphics, they are EGA. 

3D Advanced Graphics System however changes all that. Written by an 
experienced independent software house this program changes P.C. based 
flight simulation as we know it. Users may transform the graphics of ATP up 
to 800*600 256 colours with photographic and we mean photographic instru¬ 
ment panels appropriate to the aircraft type at no perceivable frame loss 
when the appropriate video card is fitted. 3D Advanced Graphics System for 
ATP even features a stereoscopic 3D mode and special glasses are supplied. 
With shaded sky, reprogrammed cloud, weather effects and networking 
mode, this revolutionary product transforms a humble P.C. into a profession¬ 
al flight deck. *Requires SubLOGIC ATP Rev.D or above and suitable 512K 
graphic card. 640*480*256 ET4000, Cirrus Logic, Trident, ATI Wonder, 
Paradise or Western Digital. The 800*600*256 Driver requires ATI Mach32 
or S3 based card with 2Mb RAM.... £39.95 


Available from your local dealer/distributor or direct from 
SirntdeUi^Hi. 

Unit lb. Beehive Trading Estate 
Cre\^ Hole Road, St. George, Bristol BS5 8AY 
Telephone: (OUT) 955 0900 Fax: (OUT) 9411052 


!!!^S 
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For the CD-Rom Drive 


11th Hour 39.99 

Aces of the Deep 28.99 

Alone In The Dark 3 TBA 

Armoured Fist 28.99 

Bioforge 29.99 

Bloodnet 25.99 

Chaos Control TBA 

Commander Blood 27.99 

Creature Shock 33.99 

Cyberia 31.49 

Cyclemania 24.99 

Dark Forces 31.99 

Dark Sun 31.49 

Descent 27.99 

Discworld 28.99 

Dominus 28.99 

DOOM 2 34.99 

Dream Web 28.49 

Dungeon Master 2 28.99 

Ecstatica 30.99 

Falcon Gold 27.99 

Fortress of Dr Radiaki 27.99 
Full Throttle TBA 

Hell 28.99 


Harvester 

34.99 

Inferno 

33.99 

Klik and Play 

28.99 

Kyrandia 3 

24.99 

Last Dynasty 

TBA 

Little Big Adventure 

30.99 

Lost Eden 

32.99 

Magic Carpet 

33.99 

Myst 

36.49 

Nascar Racing 

27.99 

Outpost 

31.49 

PGA Tour 486 

33.99 

Quarantine 

24.99 

Rebel Assault 

31.49 

Retribution 

25.99 

Rise of the Robots 

31.49 

Star Trek Tech. Man. 

31.49 

Stone Keep 

33.99 

The Dig 

TBA 

US Navy Fighters 

32.75 

Voyeur 

25.99 

Wing Commander 3 

36.99 

World of Lemmings 

27.99 


For the Hard Disk Drive 


Aces of the Deep 25.99 

Armoured Fist 25.99 

Colonization 32.75 

Dawn Patrol 27.99 

Descent 28.99 

DOOM 2 31.99 

Dominus 29.99 

Dream Web 26.49 

Dungeon Master 2 28.99 

Ecstatica TBA 

FIFA Inter. Soccer 25.99 

Flight Sim 5 28.99 

Fortress of Dr Radiaki 23.99 
Front Page Baseball 28.99 

KA-50 Hokum 24.99 

Klik and Play 25.99 

Micro Machines 19.99 

Nascar Racing 25.99 

Outpost 25.99 

Overlord 27.99 

Ouarantine 24.99 


Rise of the Robots (vga)26.99 
Rise of the Robots (svga)28.99 


Spectre VR 

TBA 

Theme Park 

28.99 

TIE Fighter 

31.99 

TFX 

28.99 

Transport Tycoon 

27.99 

World of Lemmings 

27.99 


All prices include VAT 

Please add £1.95 
First Class Post & Packing 

Same Day Despatch 
before 4.30pm 

All prices subject to change 

Hours of Business 

Mon-Sun:7am-11pm 

Answerphone at all other times 

Send Cheques (payable to Micro Max) to; 

Micro Max, 

8 Yorick Road, 

West Mersea, 

Essex C05 8HT 

Please allow up to 7 days for clearance 



CREDIT CARD HOTLINE: (01206) 385830 














































TECHNICAL HELP 


Beginners Guide 



Most so-called ‘beginners’ guides’ take the liberty of assuming that 
the PC is up and running and you’re ready to start ioading and using 
programs. Not this one! PC Review takes you right back to basics. 


I f the manufacturers’ estimates 
are correct there are a lot of 
you reading this with a brand 
new PC at home, thanks to the pre- 
Christmas boom in ‘family’ PCs. 
Now, if you’re about to connect up 
your new PC, or you’ve tried but 
can’t get it to work properly, read 
on. This is the PC Review almost- 
infallible (all other things being 
equal, of course) guide to setting 
up your PC correctly. 

Unless you’ve bought a PC 
piecemeal and practically in kit 
form, you should find that your 
software has been installed for you. 
The latest version of the operating 
system, MS-DOS, should already 
reside on your hard disk, your nice 
friendly Windows should be all 
ready to go, and your essential 
start-up files (which are called 
Autoexec.bat and Config,sys — 
see PC Review, Issue 38) should be 
all present and correct. 

There are still pitfalls, however. 
Far too few PC makers label the 
ports at the back of the machine, so 
that when you gather up all your 
cables (the power, the monitor, the 
mouse, the speakers . . .) and 
attempt to match them to various 
sockets, a sort of‘slot blindness’ 
descends and it all ends up looking 
like so much spaghetti. Sound 
familiar? Check out the labelled 
picture on the opposite page and 
see if things start to fall into place. 


Tidying up 

OK. You have a whirring, live PC. 
You probably also have a floor 
strewn with boxes, loose disks, 
swathes of bubble-wrap and poly- 
sterene nibblets. It’s tempting, but 
not advisable, to put the whole lot 
into a bin bag and chuck it out. 

Polythene, bubble-wrap and 
polysterene chunks can go (except, 
of course, you can never get rid of 
every single polysterene chunk — 
there’ll always be one lurking under 
the sofa). The pictorial A4 sheet 
with Japanese captions is similarly 
useless. However, keep any scrap of 
paper that says ‘warranty’, ‘guar¬ 
antee’, ‘license’ (sic—it’ll be Amer¬ 
ican), or ‘registration’ at the top. If 
you need support, or maybe even 
to have the PC repaired, you’ll need 
these scraps of paper. You should 
also keep a note of any registration 
numbers you are allotted for soft¬ 
ware. You’ll need these if you have 
to ring up telephone helplines. 

And always, always, keep any 
floppy disks or CD-ROMs. These 
are your master disks, and if you 
ever want to re-install your soft¬ 
ware, you’ll need them. 

Why re-install your software? 
You might, one day, inadvertently 
delete the program files. Or you 
might want to change the configu¬ 
ration — and find that the correct 
files for the new settings are on the 
original disks. 


Ideally, you should keep all the 
master disks together, in a disk box, 
or their original boxes if they had 
such things, somewhere safe like a 
drawer or cupboard. If you leave 
them lying around the desk, there’s 
always a danger that one day you’ll 
overwrite them with files of letters 
to your accountant by mistake. 

What to do with the original 
hardware boxes is always a thorny 
problem. If the PC does ever have 
to be sent away to be repaired or 
replaced, the only feasible way to 
pack it is in its original box. If you 
are short of storage space anyway, 
you could try flattening the boxes 
without destroying them in the 
hope that you could reconstitute 
them if the need arises. 

It is a good idea (though one not 
always adhered to in this office) to 
spend five minutes planning where 
your PC is going to go. Preferably 
before you unpack everything. 
Here are four things to bear in 
mind before your park the PC in its 
final resting place: 

Space 

These days, PCs seems to come in 
two sizes: supermodel-slim and 
extra large. An extra-large Tower 
system can be remarkably eco¬ 
nomical on space, however, if you 
stack it under the desk. But the bit 
that tends to dominate your desk 
space is the monitor. Don’t forget 


that monitors stick out a long way 
at the back. You need a desk or 
table that’s at least 18 inches deep 
just to accommodate the monitor 
and as much space between the 
screen and your eyes as you can 
comfortably manage. Sitting too 
close to the screen will make your 
head ache, your eyes ache, and has 
even been implicated in fears over 
photo-epilepsy and radiation 
absorption. 

On these last two, alarming notes: 
if someone is predisposed to photo 
(light sensitive) epilepsy then long 
periods of sitting too close to a very 
bright, frequently flashing screen 
may trigger it off. It’s highly 
unlikely to happen on a PC, which 
doesn’t have the same sort of whizz- 
bang-flash games as other formats, 
and you can’t ‘catch’ it — if you 
don’t have that predisposition to 
start with, your PC can’t give you a 
fit. Most monitors boast low radi¬ 
ation emission these days as well, 
but that still means that it’s a good 
idea to sit around two or three feet 
away from the screen and to take 
frequent breaks, if possible. 

There are other space consider¬ 
ations as well. You need a gap 
between the back of the machine 
and the wall, both for the cables 
and so that it doesn’t get too hot. 
Your machine needs space to 
‘breathe’. You need room on the 
desk to type comfortably and with 
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N ow, no two PCs are exactly alike, so unless your new PC is a 33MHz 486DX by Dan Technology — the model pictured here — the layout won’t 
be precisely the same. But the ports and types of sockets are standard, so all you need to do is to match a socket on the back of your PC to a 
socket pictured here and then read the accompanying text. 

Most connectors come with screws to fix them securely to the sockets. We would suggest that at first you should fit the connectors into the sockets 
but don’t tighten the screws, just yet. If everything works fine, go ahead and secure the connection. But if you do encounter problems, you don’t want 
to be eternally unscrewing and screwing up again. 

Start with the keyboard, monitor and mouse cables. Leave the main power supply cable until last. 

Never force the pins into a socket. Align the pins to the socket and push gently but firmly. Once halfway into the socket, trying rocking the connector 
very very gently into position rather than just shoving the plug as far into the back of the PC as possible. 

Finally, attach the power cable, first into the back of the PC, then into the 3-pin wall socket, then switch on at the wall. Now you’re ready to switch the 
PC on at the front (or, if yours is a Virgin Euromagnetics PC, at the back, bizarrely enough). 


Monitor power supply 
Some monitors come with a 
power cable which goes 
into the back of the PC; 
some have a separate 
power supply. You will 
also have the monitor 
to graphics card con¬ 
nector, which plugs into 
socket A on the monitor 
and slot A on the back of 
the PC in the main pic¬ 
ture. 


Expansion slots 

Actually, these are the backplates 
which cover up the expansion 
slots inside the PC and prevent 
them from getting damaged or 
dusty. Should you wish to add a 
peripheral to your PC which 
requires an expansion slot, you 
need to open up the PC’s casing, 
and remove the backplate, in 
order to insert the new circuit 
board. 


Keyboard 
This is a standard 
sized keyboard sock¬ 
et — your PC may 
have a smaller PS/2 
style keyboard sock¬ 
et, pictured above 
right. Your connector 
should have the word 
top’ embossed on it some¬ 
where to indicate which way 
up to plug the cable in. 


Serial mouse 

Serial ports come in two sizes: 9- 
pin and 25-pin (the one pictured 
here is a 9-pin version). You will 
usually, but not always, find an 
adapter supplied with your PC. If 
you have a serial mouse, ie, if the 
cable coming out of the mouse 
ends in a connector with nine 
pins, or one with 25 pins, you can 
bet your last pound coin that it 
will plug into a serial port called 
COM1. 



Mains power supply 
One cable you definitely need is 
the mains power lead. Nearly all 
PCs these days come with the 
three-pin plug already attached — 
but it’s worth checking before you 
buy, that the plug will be included. 
Sounds silly, I know but it saves 
on annoyance when you unpack 
the thing. 


Second serial port (modem) 

If you do have two serial ports, 
you ought to have one of each 
type. The most common use for 
the second one is to connect a 
modem. Again, hunt for that 
adapter if one socket has nine 
pins and the other 25, as in the 
picture above. 


Speakers 

The two connectors on the right 
plug into the back of your speaker 
or speakers, the one on the left 
goes into the socket indicated on 
•. the sound card interface (usually 
labelled Line Out or Spk Out). 


Parallel port 

There are few people these days 
who use a parallel port for any¬ 
thing except a printer, and parallel 
ports, you’ll be pleased to know, 
are entirely standardised. To con¬ 
nect your PC to a parallel printer, 
you’ll need a lead which looks like 
the one pictured here. 


Game port 

A joystick is not an essential part 
of the PC owner’s armoury, but if 
you have one, it goes in here. 
Some PCs, notably some Amstrad 
and Packard Bell models, have 
joystick ports built in — often 
labelled ‘game port'. 
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TECHNICAL HELP 


Beginners Guide 


space to rest your wrists in front of 
the keyboard. You need room for 
the mouse and a mouse mat, so that 
you can move the mouse freely and 
at a comfortable angle (without 
your elbow then sending coffee, or 
stacks of disks flying). 

Note also that if you’re left- 
handed, many mice are designed to 
be comfortable for right-handers, 
but left-handed mice are available 
— ask at your local computer store 
for either an ambidextrous or left- 
handed model. 

Light sources 

Light shining on screen is a bad 
idea, whether it’s natural daylight, 
a bulb, or a fluorescent strip. So 
don’t place the monitor directly 


opposite a window, and don’t posi¬ 
tion it so that it has to be tilted 
upwards and catch the reflection 
from a light bulb (see below). 

Comfort 

A few things to consider when 
choosing where the PC should go: 

1) Is there enough desk space to 
rest a book or magazine, if you 
need that for reference while you 
use the computer? 

2) Is the chair at the desk or table 
comfortable, with good support for 
your back? 

3) When you sit in that chair, is the 
monitor at your eye level without 
being unnaturally tilted? 

4) Can you reach the controls on 
the PC — the power on/off, the 


reset button, the disk drive doors, 
without training as a contortionist? 

Access (and spaghetti) 

Stacking your Tower PC discreetly 
under the desk has its advantages, 
but can you get at the back of the 
machine without rearranging all 
the furniture? At some stage you 
will want to disconnect something, 
or just check that the connections 
are secure, and if this means you 
have to crawl under the table and 
make your way through a tangled 
forest of cables, the chances are you 
will break something. One solution 
is to see if the PC came with ‘feet’ 


My serial cable is the wrong type. 


— two bases that you can slide the 
Tower casing on to, so that you can 
pull the machine out from under 
the desk relatively smoothly. If 
they’re not supplied, try asking at 
your local computer store (again) 
for some generic ones. 

Try to keep the mass of cables at 
the back reasonably tidy, so that 
you’re not tugging on a tight 
speaker lead, say, whenever you 
move the mouse. I’m afraid this is 
a case of ‘do as we say, not do as we 
do’ here, since there isn’t a single 
PC in the PC Review office that 
doesn’t look like a mass of boiled 
knitting at the back. 


I press the power switch, but the PC won’t come on 

First determine whether it’s the PC that isn’t on, or the monitor that isn’t 
on. Are there any iights shining at the front of the PC? If so, the PC is on, 
so check the monitor. Is that switched on? If it’s also on, check the cabling 
at the back. There shouid be two cables coming out of the monitor. One 
will plug into the PC, usually above or next to the power supply socket 
(see diagram on page 125), or into a three point wall plug. The other plugs 
into the PC’s graphics card and is normaiiy a smail connector with pins 
arranged in three rows. There’s only one socket at the back of the PC it 
will fit into, so it’s difficult to get wrong. Check all external power points. 

Still no joy? Find the monitor’s brightness and contrast controls — usual¬ 
ly at the front beneath the screen. Try turning these up to maximum. 
Nothing? If possible, persuade a friend to let you borrow his monitor-to-PC 
cables and try connecting the two with the different cables. If it works, it’s 
a cable problem and having two cables replaced is a lot less hassle than 
having a monitor replaced. If it doesn’t, start to suspect a fault very strong¬ 
ly indeed. It could be the graphics card, it could be the connectors — any 
which way, as a new user with a brand new PC, you don’t want to have to 
start this sort of in-depth diagnosis. 

Every time I try typing a command, i just get a message saying “Bad 
command or fiiename”. 

Either your typing is dreadful (you need to be letter-perfect with MS-DOS), 
or you don’t have the right ‘paths’ defined. To see what you have in the 
way of paths, type EDIT AUTOEXEC.BAT [Enter]. This will take you into 
MS-DOS’s Edit program, and the contents of your Autoexec.bat start-up 
file will be displayed. This file contains commands which determine how 
your PC is set up, and it’s called a start-up file because whenever you 
switch your PC on, the commands in Autoexec.bat are carried out right at 
the start, before you see the C:> prompt on-screen. 

Look down the lines of text for the word PATH, and you’ll probably find 
something like PATH=C:\DOS;C:\WINDOWS;C:\MOUSE. The effect of this 
is that whenever you type a command, MS-DOS will look first in the current 
directory to see if the command file is stored there, then in the C:\DOS 
directory, then the C:\WINDOWS directory, then the C:\MOUSE directory. 

Let’s invent the command GOMOUSE, which will load a mouse driver, as 
an example. The file which contains all the instructions for loading the 



mouse driver is called GOMOUSE.COM and it is stored in the C;\MOUSE 
directory. You have a prompt on-screen that reads C:>. You type 
GOMOUSE and back DOS comes with “Bad command or filename”. You 
look in your Autoexec.bat file and you find a line reading 
PATH=C:\DOS;C:\WINDOWS. No mention of C:\MOUSE. You now have 
two alternative courses of action. You can, 1) go back to your C:> prompt 
and type CD MOUSE, so that your on-screen prompt now reads 
C:\MOUSE>, and then type GOMOUSE, or 2) go back into the 
Autoexec.bat file, move the cursor down until it’s at the end of the PATH 
line, and add ;C:\MOUSE, so that the line now reads 
PATH=C:\DOS:C:\WINDOWS:C:\MOUSE. Then, and this is crucial, save 
the file (Alt-F, S), exit the program (Alt-F, X), and then press Ctrl-Alt-Del — 
the Control key, the Alt key and the Delete key — simultaneously. This will 
restart the PC. No changes that you make to Config.sys or Autoexec.bat 
will take effect until you restart your PC. 

I’ve plugged in the mouse, but when the PC starts up, there’s a me:., 
sage saying Device not found [or simiiar]. 

Assuming that you have the correct mouse driver the most likely explana¬ 
tion is that you’ve plugged the mouse into the wrong serial port. Most PCs 
come with both a 25-pin and a 9-pin serial port and if the mouse in box 
has a 9-pin connector, then it’s tempting to plug it in the 9-pin port. If this 
is case, try plugging the mouse into the other serial port using an adapter. 


There should be an adapter in the box. If there isn’t, you can buy serial 
adapters very cheaply from a specialist computer store. 

The leads are too short. 

Well, they nearly always are, with anything coming out of the monitor 
being a particular offender. For generic cables, such as power supplies, or 
parallel printer cables, you should be able to buy a longer one. For any¬ 
thing hard-wired, such as the mouse cable, or keyboard cable, try contact¬ 
ing the manufacturer to see if they have any longer leads to replace yours 
with. If you’re buying new peripherals, ask about cable lengths before you 
buy — you may be able to have a specially lengthy lead made up for you. 
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GaiTIGS N©t Games Exchange Club 01222-779890 / 798967 


£12 per Exchange 


ALL GAMES ARE IN AS NEW CONDITION. 

NO HIDDEN CHARGES OR MEMBERSHIP FEES. 

YOUR OWN GAME CAN ONLY BE ACCEPTED IF ALSO LISTED BELOW. 


GROUP A 

Exchange group A for A- £12 
Exchange group A for B - £10 


1942 PACIFIC AIR WAR 
ALONE IN DARK 2 
ALONE IN DARK 2 (CD) 
ARMORED FIST 
BATTLE ISLE 2 (CD) 


CANNON FODDER 
CARRIERS AT WAR 2 
DARK SUN 
DARK SUN (CD) 

I DESERT STRIKE 
ELDER SCROLLS:ARENA 
EYE OF THE STORM 
F14 FLEET DEFENDER 
FI 4 FLEET DEFENDER (CD) 
FIELDS OF GLORY 


FLIGHT SIM 5 
GABRIEL KNIGHT 
GABRIEL KNIGHT (CD) 
GRANDEST FLEET 
HOKUM KA-50 
HIRED GUNS 
IN EXTREMIS 
JUNGLE STRIKE 
LAWNMOWER MAN (CD) 
OUTPOST 


OUTPOST (CD) 

OVERLORD 
PIZZA TYCOON 
POLICE QUEST 4 OPEN 
POLICE QUEST 4 OPEN (CD) 
PRIVATEER 
PRINCE OF PERSIA 2 
REALMS OF ARKANIA 2 
RETURN TO ZORK (CD) 

RISE OF THE ROBOTS 


SAM & MAX 
SAM & MAX (CD) 

SIM CITY (CD) 

SSN SEAWOLF (CD) 

SPACE HULK (CD) 

SPACE SIMULATOR 
STRIKE COMMANDER (CD) 
STRIP POTT (18) 

SUBWARS 2050 
SYNDICATE PLUS (CD) 


THE HORDE (CD) 

THEME PARK 
THEME PARK (CD) 

TIE FIGHTER 
UFO ENEMY UNKNOWN 
UFO ENEMY UNKNOWN (CD) 
ULTIMA 8 
ULTIMA 8 (CD) 

ZOOL2 


GAMES NET LTD 
Melville House 
30 Melville Ave 
Old St Mellons 
Cardiff 
CF3 9TZ 


GROUPB 

Exchange group B for B - £12 
Exchange group B for A- £14 


A320 AIRBUS USA 
AEGIStGUARD OF FLEET (CD) 
AIR COMBAT CLASSICS 
BATTLE CHESS 4000 
BATTLE ISLE 2 
BETRAYAL AT KRONDOR 
BENEATH A STEEL SKY (CD) 


BURNING RUBBER 

BUZZ ALDRIN RACE TO SPACE 

CASTLES 2 (CD) 

CHAOS ENGINE 
CHAOS ENGINE (CD) 
CHESSMASTER 4000 
CYBERACE 

DAY OF THE TENTACLE 

DAY OF THE TENTACLE (CD) 

DETROIT 

DELTA V 

DOGFIGHT 

DOOM 1 


EA SOCCER (FIFA) 
FANTASY EMPIRES (CD) 
GENESIA 

GOLF (MICROSOFT) 
GOBLINS 3 

GREAT NAVAL BATTLES 2 
GREAT NAVAL BATTLES 2 
(CD) 

HAND OF FATE 
HEIMDALL 2 
HEIMDALL 2 (CD) 
JURASSIC PARK 
KASPAROVS GAMBIT 


KINGMAKER 
KINGS QUEST 6 
LANDS QF LORE 
LEISURE SUIT LARRY 6 
LINKS 386 PRO VGA 
LORDS OF POWER 
LORDS OF MIDNIGHT 
LOST IN TIME 
MAGIC CANDLE 3 
MASTER OF ORION 
MEGA RACE (CD) 

NHL HOCKEY 
NFL FOOTBALL 


PACIFIC STRIKE 
PINBALL DREAM DELX (CD) 
PINBALL FANTASIES 
PLANET FOOTBALL 
PLANET FOOTBALL (CD) 
QUATER POLE 
QUEST FOR GLORY 4 
RAVENLOFT 
REBEL ASSAULT 
RED HELL 

RETURN OF PHANTOM 
RULES OF ENGAGEMENT 2 
SEAL TEAM 


SETTLERS 

SEVEN CITIES OF GOLD 
SHADOW CASTER 
SHADOW CASTER (CD) 
SHERLOCK LOST FILES 
SID & ALS TOONS (CD) 
SIM CITY 2000 
SPACE HULK 
SSN SEA WOLF 
STAR TREK 2 J RITES 
STARLORD 
STARLORD (CD) 


STRIKE COMMANDER 
STUNT ISLAND 
SYNDICATE 
TF.X (CD) 

TASK FORCE 1942 
TERMINATOR RAMPAGE 
THE BLUE & GREY (CD) 
THE HORDE 
UNNECESSARY ROUGH 
WING COMM ARMADA 
WORLD CUP YEAR 94 


£20-£36 per Exchange 


* MANY GAMES ARE BRAND NEW STRAIGHT FROM THE SUPPLIER. 

* GAMES ARE DESPATCHED WITHIN A WEEK OF THE RELEASE DATE. 

* WE WILL SWAP ANY NEWLY RELEASED GAME. 


NEW RELEASES 

Exchange with group A • add £0 
Exchange with group B - add £3 


Please note that some of these titles are CD Only titles. If 
unsure then please ask at the time of ordering. 

If swapping a disk for a CD game there 
is a £2 additional charge to be added. 


ACES OF THE DEEP 
ACROSS THE RHINE 
ALONE IN THE DARK 
BATTLEDROME 
BLOODNET 
CREATURE SHOCK 
CYBER WAR 


£21 

CYBERIA 

£25 

ECSTATICA 

£24 

£21 

CYCLEMANIA 

£23 

HARVESTER 

£25 

£23 

DAWN PATROL 

£22 

HELL 

£23 

£21 

DARK FORCES 

DOOM 2 

£22 

£21 

INFERNO 

£21 

£20 

DUNGEON MASTER 

£20 

KINGS QUEST 7 

£22 

£27 

EARTH SIEGE 

£20 

LITTLE BIG ADV. 

£25 

£28 

EA SOCCER 95 

£20 

LOAD STAR 

£22 


MAGIC CARPET 

MYST (WINDOWS) 

NASCAR 

NOVASTORM 

PGA TOUR GOLF 486 

QUARANTINE 


£24 

£23 

£22 

£21 

£22 

£20 


TRANSPORT TYCOON £21 
UNDER/KILLING MOON £31 
US NAVY FIGHTER £25 
WARCRAFT £22 

WING COMMANDER 3 £36 

WINGS OF GLORY £23 
ZEPELLIN £21 


RISE OF THE ROBOTS £20 


HOW EXCHANGE WORKS 

1. You may only exchange your game if included in one of the above lists. 

2. Putting a preferred selection if more than one game enables us to more 
quickly supply your game. 

3. All games within a specific group can only be exchanged for other games 
within that group. You can however upgrade to the group above for an 
additional charge of £2 and also receive a further £2 discount by downgrading 
to a lower group. 

4. If you wish to exchange a disk for a CD game (not NEW RELEASES) 
there is a £4 additional charge to be added. 

5. Please phone for a customers pack and the latest copy of our advert. 




T 

1 To exchange a game complete 

NAME/MEMBERS No. 


1 

1 this order slip and forward along 

GAME RETURNED 1 


1 

1 

[ with YOUR game. Total amount 

1 = cost of exchange plus £1 

GAMES WANTED 1 


1 

2 


1 

1 




1 postage and packing. 

1 




TOTAL AMOUNT + £1 p&p 


1 

1 

1 

1 Please make cheques payable to 

ADDRESS/TEL 


1 



1 

1 

1 GAMES NET LTD. 



1 

1 

CARD NUMBER 


1 

1 SIGNATURE 

EXPIRY DATE 


1 



J 



96 HIGH STREET, COLCHESTER, ESSEX C01 1TH 

Call for home recording and 
Hitech keyboard price list 


MIDICON 


YAMAHA 

The Best Package! 

CD quality CM module, Steinberg 
sequencer/ notation software, 
midi jukebox, 20 FREE songs and cables. 
No card needed, runs from serial port. 

ONLY £289-00 incVAHl 


ENSONIQ SOUNDSCAPE CARD 

The New Govnor 
only £199 inc. VAT 


MIDI KEYBOARDS 


Midicon 25 keys £84.95 
Studio 49 - 49 keys £99.00 
CMS 61-61 keys £249.00 
Goldstar GMK49 £149.00 
Roland PC200GS £165.00 
Roland A30 76 keys £349.00 
All include VAT & Midi Cable 

Call for info. 


"The ideal companion for your 
soundcard/Midi-module". 



1 MUSIC SOFTWARE 


£99-00 


£99-00 

|Trax 2. 

£69-00 
.£245-00 

Mastertrax Pro. 

Wave Windows. 

Band in a Box. 

The Pianist. 

£14900 

£9900 

. £7500 

£4500 


.£399-00 

Procyon"32 Track sequencer. 

Encore Notation. 

Musictime Notation. 

£4500 

£39900 

£19900 


Steinberg Cubase Lite. 

Lots of other software avaiiaoie 

MUSIC HARDWARE 

YAMAHA YST 10 POWERED SPEAKERS 

Amazing Sound. Only £69-95 A PAIR inc VAT 



MICROSOUND ACTIVE 

POWERED SPEAKERS, HIFI QUALITY, AMAZING 
FULL RANGE SOUND. £119 PAIR INC VAT 



.£149 


.£199 


£1 55 


.£80 


CALL 

Music Quest midi interface card. 

Key Serial Interface. 

Roland SCC1. 

....£75-00 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 




0206 769176 TEL/FAX 

CALL NOW FOR FREE 


INFORMATION PACK 


Matrix Swap Club 

The premier service with the best deal! 

Join Matrix and you too can 
enjoy the benefits of trying the 
latest leisure and business 
software 



A unique service that could save you a fortune 
Programmes can be kept or exchanged 
as often as you like without obligation 

Send S.A.E. or phone (24 Hours) for full information pack. Matrix Computing Services, 
Dept. PCR2, Mill Studio, Crane Mead, Ware, Hertfordshire, SGI2 9PY 




Phone 0920 484479 - 24 hours 
Fax 0920 485682 - 24 hours 


ADULT ONLY - JANUARY SALE 


CD Titles ; Girls of Mardi Gras - £31.95 * Supermodels Go Wild - £39.95 
High Volume Nudes - £39.95 * Winner Takes All - £35.95 
“Erotic Christmas” Just £10 when purchasing any other tile! 

Erotic Volumes 1-5 (5 CD Set) + Free Erotic Christmas 
for the special price of £115 £95 

NO CD - NO PROBLEM! 9 NEW 3.5” Disk ‘Collections’ all for just £25 
BEER HOME BREW CD - £38.95 
££££ Refused Credit ££££ 

Get the UK CREDIT CONSULTANT! This on-disk guide was specially 
produced in the UK by experts. Share their secrets for only £18.95 

MERRY CHRISTMAS & A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 
Cheques / Postal Orders to 

Selective, 6 Meadowbank Avenue, Edinburgh, EH8 TAP 













































































































This month, in conjunction with our beginners’ guide, we show you 
how to format a fioppy disk and create a boot disk. Pius, iet our PC 


giossary guide you through the mystery of PC terminoiogy. 


FORMATTING 
YOUR DISKS 

lank disks that you buy 
from the shops will almost 
always be unformatted; 
that is, they are truly blank. In 
order to use them on a PC, you will 
need to format them. Formatting 
imposes a structure on the disk, 
marking the disk magnetically into 
areas called tracks and sectors, 
which makes it easier for the oper¬ 
ating system to keep track of files 
when you store them on the disk. 
If you format your blank 3.5” disk 
in an Apple Macintosh, it will be 
formatted for use only in an Apple 
Mac; if you format it in a PC, the 
tracks and sectors will be marked 
specifically for use in a PC. 

Where formatting gets a bit 
scary is that, a) you can reformat 
disks with data already on them, 
and the process of formatting also 
erases any ihformation already on 
the disk, and, b) you can format 
hard disks as well as floppy disks. 

We defy anyone who has used a 
PC for any length of time to claim 
that they have never formatted the 
wrong disk by accident. However, 
while it can be agonisingly easy to 
reformat the wrong floppy disk. 


current versions of DOS will warn 
you in capital letters if you try to 
format the hard disk by mistake. 

If you do accidentally wipe out 
the wrong data with the Format 
command, and you have version 5 
or 6 of DOS, try running the 
Unformat program immediately 
(type Unformat at the C:\DOS 
prompt). Failing that, you need a 
program such as Norton or PC 
Tools to try to recover your data. 

How to format a high density 
(1.44Mb) floppy disk in a high den¬ 
sity drive A: 

1) Put the disk you want to format 
into your floppy disk drive A:. 

2) At the C:\prompt, type 
FORMAT A: IF: 1.44 (don’t hit 
Enter just yet) 

3) Check that it really does say A: 
in the line you’ve typed. 

4) Press Enter. 

5) You will be prompted to insert 
the correct disk into drive A:. 

This you have already done, but 
you do have a chance to double¬ 
check that it’s the right one now. 

6) Press Enter to confirm the 
format. 

The formatting process should 




GLOSSARY 


8-blt: a bus (see below) or processor 
which can transfer and process data 
eight bits at a time. See bit, below. 

16-bit: a bus (see below) or processor 
which can transfer data 16 bits at a 
time. A 16/32-bit processor, such as 
the 386SX takes data in and spurts it 
out 16 bits at a time, but internally 
processes it 32 bits at a time. 

32-bit: a bus (see below) or processor 
which can transfer and process data 
32 bits at a time. 

Analogue: a device capable of repre¬ 
sentation by electrical voltages rather 
than electrical signals. 

Ansi.sys: this DOS file can be loaded 
as a device in Config.sys and then 
used to present very basic coloured 
block displays on-screen. 

ASCII: (pron Ass-key) stands for 
American Standard Code for 
Information Interchange. An ASCII file 
is a plain text file which contains no 
codes specific to the software the file 
was created with. 

Autoexec.bat: a file you create on 
your PC which is acted upon every 
time you switch on the machine and 
which tailors the PC’s configuration. 

BASIC: stands for Beginners’ All-pur¬ 
pose Symbolic Instruction Code. A 
programming language. 

Batch file: a file with the extension 
.BAT consists of a series of other DOS 
commands, so that you can implement 
a series of commands in one go. A 
very simple batch file might consist of 
the following: 

CD\ 

MOUSE\MOUSE 
CD THARG 
THARG 

which would move you into the root 


directory, load up the mouse driver, 
move to the Tharg directory and start 
up the program Tharg. If you named 
this file GO.BAT, you would only need 
to type GO to load up Tharg. 

Baud rate: speed of transfer by a 
modem as measured in bits per sec¬ 
ond. See modem. 

BBS: stands for Bulletin Board 
System. A database of programs, 
demos, and mailbox areas which you 
can phone using a modem. Facilities 
vary, but normally include access to 
the programs, the option to upload 
your own data and to ‘chat’ on-line to 
other users. 

Bit: the smallest unit of computer 
data, equal to either of the digits 0 or 1 
(bit actually stands for ‘binary digit’). 

Bitmap: a way of defining a graphics 
image so that one bit equals one pixel. 

Booting: booting up the PC is the 
same as switching it on and loading 
up the start-up programs. 

Buffer: an area of memory used for 
temporary storage. The buffers com¬ 
mand in the Config.sys files specifies 
how much RAM MS-DOS reserves for 
storing bits of data that can be called 
upon more quickly than accessing the 
hard disk. Printers normally contain a 
memory buffer into which the file to be 
printed is transferred, leaving the PC 
free for work on other applications. 

Bus: the software, hardware and 
wiring that enables the different parts 
of your PC to communicate with each 
other. The expansion bus connects the 
PC to external devices. 

Byte: a unit of data equal to eight bits; 
more understandably, one character in 
ASCII (plain text) takes up one byte of 
space. 
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TECHNICAL HELP 


Troubleshooting 



now start. Note that if the disk is 
write-protected, you will get a mes¬ 
sage saying “Write-protect error” 
(write-protected disks cannot be 
(re)formatted). You can simply 
take the disk out, move the write- 
protect notch down, re-insert it and 
start again. First, however, you 
should try to remember why you 
write-protected it in the first place. 

The PC should make a regular 
ticking noise as it marks the tracks 
and sectors. However, if this gives 
way to a distinct grinding sound, 
then the format program has found 
some bad sectors - areas on the 
disk that are damaged. Don’t 
worry. The format program will 
mark these sectors as ‘bad’ and 
henceforth, your programs will not 
attempt to write data to these areas, 
although you will lose the space 
that the bad sectors take up. 

Once complete, you will be 
prompted to enter a ‘label’, or 
name for the disk. Next you’ll be 
asked if you wish to format another 
floppy disk. This prompt will 
always occur, whether or not you 
wish to format another disk of the 
same type. So, hit Y for yes and 
have the second disk handy, or N 
for no, and then exit the format 
program. 

If you want to format a low den¬ 
sity (720K, or ‘double density’) in 
a high density drive, you should 


specify it at the C:\ prompt: 

FORMAT A:IF:720 

Don’t try to format disks at the 
wrong density. As for formatting 
hard disks, DON’T, unless you 
absolutely have to. 

MAKING A BOOT DISK 

f you’re having difficulties 
freeing up enough memory to 
run a program and you’re fed 
up to the back teeth with editing 
Config.sys and Autoexec.bat to no 
avail, why not make a boot disk? 

This is a floppy disk with just 
enough files on it to load MS-DOS, 
but not so many that it eats into 
your conventional memory. 

There are two ways to create a 
boot disk, one for formatted floppy 
disks, and one for unformatted. All 
you need is the floppy disk, a sticky 
label and a pen. 

If your floppy disk is already for¬ 
matted, make sure it's blank, put it 
in your disk drive and then, at the 
C:\ prompt, type 

SYSA: 

This will transfer three files (four 
in DOS 6) from the hard drive to 
the floppy drive. The two system 
files, which are probably called 
lo.sys and Msdos.sys, are ‘hidden’ 




GLOSSARY 


Cache: a form of buffer memory, a 
disk cache or cache memory is an 
area where data is stored and can be 
transferred rapidly rather than being 
called up from the hard disk, floppy, or 
CD-ROM. 

CD-ROM: stands for Compact Disc 
Read Only Memory. Physically the 
same as the compact discs you play 
music on, CD-ROMs hold up to 600Mb 
of computer data, stored digitally. 

Centronics: the standard interface for 
computer printers, named after the 
manufacturer. 

Chkdsk: Useful, but not foolproof, 
DOS command which when used reg¬ 
ularly, will check your hard disk for file 
errors. 

CIX: stands for Compulink Information 
exchange, a bulletin board and e-mail 
service. 

CLI: stands for Command Line 
Interface. A system, such as DOS, in 
which you must type in the correct 
commands to get the computer to per¬ 
form. 

Co-processor: an additional proces¬ 
sor used for auxiliary functions, espe¬ 
cially mathematical operations. 

Command.com: This is MS-DOS’s 
command interpreter, a file which con¬ 
tains the bulk of the commands for 
MS-DOS, and without which your PC 
will not function. 

Config.sys: a file which you create on 
your PC to load up device drivers for 
items such as a sound card, CD-ROM 
drive, etc, every time your machine is 
switched on. 

Conventional memory: The first 640K 
of RAM, into which MS-DOS is loaded, 
and the place where all your programs 
must run from. 

CpI: stands for characters per inch. 
Used to describe the width of charac¬ 
ter output by a printer. 

Cps: stands for characters per sec¬ 
ond. Used to describe the speed of 
printer output. 

CPU: stands for central processing 
unit. Generally means the processor 
inside your PC, but it’s often used 
loosely to refer to that and the mother¬ 
board as well. 

Directory: Your PC files can be 
grouped together in directories on a 
hard or floppy disk to make easier to 
sort them or find them. 

A common analogy is to compare 
the files with documents, stored in 
folders (directories) in a filing cabinet 
(the hard disk). 

Download: to transfer data from a bul¬ 
letin board system or central database 
on to your own computer. 


DR-DOS: stands for Digital Research 
Disk Operating System. An alternative 
and rival to MS-DOS, with some differ¬ 
ent functions, but compatible with it. 

DX: The DX sub-set of processors are 
the full-blown versions in their grade. 

A 386DX is a 32-bit processor as 
opposed to the 16/32-bit 386SX. A 
486DX is a fully enabled version of the 
Intel 486 family. 

DX2: A version of the 486 processor 
which does its internal calculations at 
twice the speed of the equivalent 
486DX. 

EGA: Enhanced Graphics Adapter. PC 
graphics mode which succeeded 
CGA. Now, like CGA, virtually obso¬ 
lete. 

EISA: stands for Electronics Industry 
Standards Association. This interface 
is for use in 386 and 486 PCs and 
remains compatible with the older AT 
bus. 

EMS: stands for Expanded Memory 
System. This was the first standard 
enabling MS-DOS to use system mem¬ 
ory above 640K in the PC. 

Emulator: a piece of hardware or soft¬ 
ware, which can be used to enable 
one computer to behave like another. 

Expanded memory: a form of adding 
system memory above 640K to the PC 
so that it can be used by MS-DOS, 
and also programs written to support 
it. 

Expansion ports, expansion slots: 

the connectors in the PC into which 
are inserted add-ons such as sound 
cards, joystick cards, internal 
modems. 

Format: to prepare a disk, either a 
floppy disk or the hard drive, so that it 
will accept the relevant data (ie, format 
a disk on the PC and it will accept PC 
data, format it on an Amiga and it will 
take Amiga files, etc). 

Game card: or joystick card. A board 
which fits into an expansion slot (see 
above), which a joystick can be 
plugged into. 

Gigabyte: 1,024 megabytes. 

Graphical user Interface: a system, 
such as Windows, in which you move 
an on-screen cursor and ‘click’ (usual¬ 
ly with a mouse) on pictorial represen¬ 
tations (icons) in order to make the PC 
perform commands. 

Graphics card: the circuitry which dri¬ 
ves the type of graphics and resolu¬ 
tion (density) at which they appear on¬ 
screen. 

GUI: stands for graphical user inter¬ 
face. See above. 

Hidden file: a DOS file which marked 



PC REVIEW 



































Goldenlmage (uk) ltd 

Unit 65i Hallmark Trading Estate, Fourth Way, Wembley, Middx UA9 OLB 

Sales Hotline No. 0181 900 9291 oisi 9oo 9281 


i, ^Ot. 

• Grey Scale Scanner 

• PCF Rating 85% 


•"A good budget 
Mouse 79%" PCF 


trust 57 I« ; i=t4^>.00 

• Colour Scanner 

• PCF Rating 82% 


Win Mousi^t* I &11.9S 

• "A decent mouse at 
the price 74%" PCF 
Pen Mouse : 

Optical Mouse : 
TKB-PC TrackBall : 
TKB-PC-A TrackBall: 
WinTrack TrackBall: 


(.olihnifT*' 

Vt i isl Pad: 
tjfcs Mouse; 

£ 8.00 

Hand'} TrackBall 

£19.95 


£19.95 CD Cleaner : £6.00 

£39-95 Automatic CD Cleaner : £19-95 

£22.00 Laser Lens Cleaner : £9.00 

£29.95 Deluxe CD-ROM Cleaner : £19.95 

£19.95 Multi-Media Speakers : £29.95 

Hayden l6bit Sound Card & CD-ROM Interface (supports SONY, Mitsumi & 
Panasonic) £75-00 (Limited Stock at this Price) 

All Prices Include VAT 


I’lfiisc iitiii ■ * 50 PA I* CM>UU'nlji);ijie .it i epts At, i ss, Vivi, ( luMjUi ^ tjr ()ii!cr'. T i\ < > 1. 
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96 HIGH STREET, COLCHESTER, ESSEX C01 1TH 


Call for home recording and 
Hitech keyboard price list 


YAMAHA 

The Best Package! 

CD quality CM mcxlule, Steinberg 
sequencer/ notation software, 
midi jukebox, 20 FREE songs and cables. 
No card needed, runs from serial port 

ONLY £289-00 Inc VAT1! 

ENSONIQ SOUNDSCAPE CARP 

The New Govnor 
only £199 inc. VAT 


MIDI KEYBOARDS 


MIDICON 


"The ideal companion for your 
soundcard/Midi-module". 



MUSIC SOFTWARE 


Cakewalk Pro 3.£219 00 

Cakewalk Home Studio.£99-00 

Trax. £99-00 

Trax 2.£69-00 

Musicator.£245-00 

Mastertrax Pro.£149-00 

Wave Windows.£99-00 

Band in a Box.£75-00 

The Pianist.£45-00 

Midi File Packs - call for list.£9-95 

Steinberg Cubase score.£399-00 

Procyon 32 Track sequencer.£45-00 

Encore Notation.£399-00 

Musictime Notation.£199-00 

Steinberg Cubase Lite.£89-00 


Lots of otner software avaiiaoie 

MUSIC HARDWARE 

YAMAHA YST 10 POWERED SPEAKERS 


5 Amazing Sound. Only £69-95 A PAIR inc VAT 


Midicon 25 keys £84.95 
Studio 49 - 49 keys £99.00 
CMS 61-61 keys £249.00 
Goldstar GMK49 £149.00 
Roland PC200GS £165.00 
Roland ABO 76 keys £349.00 
All include VAT & Midi Cable 

Call for info. 


MiC ROS OUND ACTIVE 
POWERED SPEAKERS, HIFI QUALITY, AMAZING 
FULL RANGE SOUND. £119 PAIR INC VAT 


Roland SCD10 daughterboard.£149 

Roland SCD15 daughterboard.£199 

Roland MA7 Speakers.£135 

I Roaind CSl 0 speakers.£80 

Full rar^e of keyboards available.CALL 

Music Quest midi interface card.£75-00 

Key Serial Interface.£89-00 

Roland SCC-1. £529-00 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT 


0206 769176 TEL/FAX 

CALL NOW FOR FREE 


INFORMATION PACK 



Friendly to your hand. 
Deadly to your enemy. 


If only you hod knocked out one more target. If only... 




FOR IBM AND 
COMPATIBLE PCs. 


No more alibis! Get a new grip on excitement with 
FX2000. The advanced ergonomic design improves 
pilot comfort and response—whether right 
or left-handed. 

Now you can dogfight longer, 
with less combat and flight 
fatigue. Plus, there's dual 
fire controls, switchoble fire 
buttons, throttle control, 
more. Try FX2000. So good, 
you won't believe its real. 


The Hardware Advantage 
for Entertainment Software 



So real, you may have to 
notify air-trafhe control. 




You no longer hove to imagine the experience. Because 
now you con live the dream. 

Introducing G-FORCE, the high-tech flight yoke that lets 
you pitch, roll, bonk, soar and never lose 
control. Activate dual fire buttons, throttle 
control, and more! 

So flexible, it even transforms _ 

into a fixed-column steering wheel for 
driving simulations. Try G-FORCE. It's like 
a heavy dose of reality 

Mail Order Service available 

Suncom 

TECHNOLOGIES 

6 Mercian Close Industrial Estate 
• ~ Watermoor End, Cirencester GL7 ILT 

Tel: 01285642211 Fax: 01285641901 

FOR IBM AND COMPATIBLE PCs Screen shot Ol WORLD CIRCUIT'" by MicroProse " 














































TECHNICAL HELP 



Troubleshooting 


and not normally visible to a direc¬ 
tory listing (so just take our word 
for it that they’re copied across). 
The third is the all-important Com¬ 
mand.com. The fourth, exclusive 
to DOS 6, is Dblspace.bin, which 
is also a hidden file. Once the files 
have copied over, your floppy disk 
is now a boot disk. It contains the 
bare minimum to run MS-DOS, 
while leaving plenty of memory free 
for running hefty games. 

If your floppy disk is unfor¬ 
matted, you can format it and make 
it a system disk in one fell swoop. 
Put the disk in your floppy disk 
drive and type: 

FORMAT A:IS 

The format command will 
format the disk. The /s is called a 
switch, and tells DOS to transfer 
the three main system files to the 
floppy disk, making it a boot disk. 

Now take the label and pen and 
label the floppy as a boot disk. 

Because the Sys and Format/s 
only transfer the fewest files neces¬ 
sary to boot the system, your 
mouse will not be loaded, nor will 
a sound card or CD-ROM drive be 
loaded with a device driver. 

You can load these separately 
from the C;> prompt, after using 
the boot disk to start up, but it’s 
probably easier to make 
Autoexec.bat and Config.sys files 
on the boot disk itself 

To do this, copy over your stan¬ 
dard Config.sys and Autoexec.bat 
files from your hard disk and then 
remove all the lines except the ones 
you need for the program to run, 
such as the mouse driver. To this, 
type EDIT A:\CONFIG. S YS 
[Enter], and just delete all the 
commands you don’t need — 
everything except, say, the mouse 
driver or CD-ROM driver. This at 
least guards against typing errors 
if you create new Autoexec.bat and 
Config.sys files on the floppy disk. 

Note: you will find that several 
program manuals explain how to 
make a boot disk and suggest spe¬ 
cific commands to go into the 
Config and Autoexec files on the 
boot disk. Let the program man¬ 
uals recommendations override 
your existing configuration if you 
want the program to work. 



as ‘hidden’ will not be displayed on the 
directory listing, and cannot normally 
be opened, read or deleted. 

HMA, high memory area: a 64K block 
of memory above 640K which MS-DOS 
can load into with the command Dos= 
high after the Device= Himem.sys line 
in Config.sys. 

Icon: a pictorial representation of a file 
or command on screen. 

lo.sys: one of MS-DOS’s two hidden 
system files. Needs to be present at 
start-up. 

Joystick card: see game card. 

Kermit: an old, not very advanced, pro¬ 
tocol (method) for transferring files by 
modem. 

Key disk: some programs require you 
to insert a master disk in your floppy 
disk drive while using the program on 
hard disk as a form of copy protection. 
This master disk is referred to as the 
key disk. 

Kilobyte: 1,024 bytes. 

Low level format: Formatting a hard 
disk is a two-stage process; the initial 
low-level format prepares the disk for a 
high level format, after which data can 
be recorded. Occasionally, a low level 
format may be the only way to repair a 
damaged hard disk, although you will 
lose all existing data in the process. 

Main board: general term for the 
motherboard of the PC. 

Maths co-processor: a second 
processor in the machine, which is 
used to carry out mathematical func¬ 
tions by programs which support them. 

MCA: stands for Micro Channel 
Architecture. An expansion bus devel¬ 
oped by IBM, originally designed to 
bring the bus in line with faster 386 
processors. 

MCGA: stands for Multi-Colour 
Graphics Array, a graphics mode on 
some IBM PS/2 machines. 

Megabyte: 1,024 kilobytes. 

Memory-resident: a program which 
remains in memory even while other 
programs are running. Programs such 
as desktop organisers are often 
designed to be memory resident so 
that the user can switch to them at a 
single keypress; virus scanners usually 
remain in memory so that they can 
scan any floppy disks as they are 
inserted in the drive. 

MHz, megahertz: the unit of frequency 
at which electric current cycles through 
the processor. Used to describe the 
speed of the processor. 

MIDi: stands for Musical Instrument 
Digital Interface. A system by which 


electronic musical instruments can be 
connected to each other and to a com¬ 
puter, which then controls all of them. 

Modem: stands for 
Modulator/Demodulator. A device 
which enables you to connect your PC 
to the telephone line and send and 
receive data through it. 

Motherboard: the main board for a 
computer circuit. 

MPC: stands for Multimedia PC. A 
standard minimum specification for 
developing and running CD-ROM soft¬ 
ware. 

MPEG: stands for Motions Pictures 
Experts Group, a compression stan¬ 
dard for video images. 

MS-DOS: stands for Microsoft Disk 
Operating System. The standard oper¬ 
ating system for the PC. The operating 
system is the base program which 
enables you to run applications on the 
PC, use disks and add-on devices and 
organise your files. 

Msdos.sys: one of MS-DOS’s two hid¬ 
den system files. Needs to be present 
on start-up. 

OCR: stands for optical character 
recognition. Software which reads’ text 
scanned into the computer with a scan¬ 
ner (see below) and converts it into the 
original characters (when scanned, the 
document will be saved as a graphics 
file rather than a text file). 

Parallel port, Interface: interface for 
parallel signals usually used to connect 
printers. 

Partition: division of a hard disk drive 
into more than one ‘logical’ drive, ie, 
although physically the same hard disk, 
different areas are assigned their own 
drive letter. Originally, users were 
forced to partition larger drives, as 
early versions of MS-DOS could only 
address up to 32Mb on one disk. 

Patch: an add-on disk to a program 
which can be bought by existing users 
and which usually fixes a bug, or pro¬ 
vides an update to the original pro¬ 
gram. 

Path, pathname: the tree’ of directo¬ 
ries and sub-directories that defines the 
location of a file or group of files. For 
example, c:\wordpro\john\sample.let is 
the path for the file Sample.let in the 
sub-directory John, in the directory 
Wordpro, which is in the root directory. 

Pentium: The name for what is logical¬ 
ly the 80586 processor. Intel, the manu¬ 
facturer, gave the chip a name rather 
than a number to make life more diffi¬ 
cult for rival manufacturers. Numbers 
— such as 586 — cannot be trade- 
marked in the US but, of course, names 
can be. Thus, while other companies 
can develop what is, in effect, also a 
586 chip, they cannot call it a Pentium 


GLOSSARY 


and reap the reflected rewards from 
Intel’s high brand name visibility. 

Processor: the chip that drives your 
PCs maths and logical operations. 

Program Manager: the main screen, 
or ‘front end’ to Windows, from where 
all Windows operations can be 
accessed. 

RAM: stands for Random Access 
Memory. This is the dynamic system 
memory which holds programs and 
data while they are being worked on. 

ROM: stands for Read Only Memory. 
This is permanent memory, and in PCs 
is generally used for start-up opera¬ 
tions — routines stored in ROM carry 
out the self-tests and activate DOS 
when you switch the machine on. 

Root directory: the directory immedi¬ 
ately under C:. See path. 

SCSI: (pron Scuzzy) stands for Small 
Computer Systems Interface. 

A multi-purpose interface between the 
computer and peripherals, mainly disk 
drives and CD-ROM drives. Provides 
very fast data transfer. 

Serial port, interface: an interface 
which uses serial connections. Mainly 
used for modems, networks, and some 
mice. Standard serial interfaces on PCs 
come in two versions: 9-pin and 24-pin, 
and adapters are readily available. 

SVGA: stands for Super VGA (Video 
Graphics Array, see below). A general 
standard describing graphics modes of 
800x600 and up to 1024x768 pixels 
with at least 256 colours on-screen. 

System disk: a floppy disk with DOS 
system files which boots up the PC. 

System files: the files which make up 
the operating system of the computer. 

TLA: stands for Three Letter Acronym, 
much beloved of computer program¬ 
mers, journalists and data processing 
managers. 

TSR: stands for Terminate and Stay 
Resident, a memory resident program 
which you can exit from but call up, 
typically with a single keypress, since it 
is still stored in system memory. See 
Memory Resident, above. 

UMB, upper memory block: smallish 
areas of unused memory between the 
first 640K and 1Mb. 

You can put drivers in here by using 
the command DEVICEHIGH instead of 
DEVICE in the Config.sys file. 

Upload: to transfer files from your 
computer to another, typically to a bul¬ 
letin board or central database. 

VGA: stands for Video Graphics Array. 
An IBM graphics mode which has 
become the base standard for PC 
colour displays. 
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CREDIT CARDS ARE 
NOT CHARGED UNTIL 
GOODS ARE DESPATCHED 
2. THE CUSTOMER IS 
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ONLY THE BES r 
COMPUTER SOFTWARE 

7 CLEEVE WOOD RD, DOWNEND, 
BRISTOL, BS16 2SE 

TEL: 0117 9401315/9401316 



MON-FRI10am-7pin , SAT 10am - 5pm SUN TIMES VARY. ANSWERPHONE AT ALL OTHER TIMES. 

trices include V.A.T. UK postage add £1.50.per item Prices subject to change. Access and Visa accep 


All prices 


l.per item Prices subject to change. 

CALLERS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

CD ROM TITLES 


I accepted. Allow 7 days for cheques. 



3D Dinosaurs - Guildsoft. 

.£30.99 


.£30.99 

11 111 Hour. 

.£37.99 

Aces Of The Deep. 

.£27.99 

Aegis - Guardian Of The Fleet. 

.£30.99 


...,£CALL 

Alone in The Dark +Jack In Dark. 

.£15.99 

Alone In The Dark 2. 

.£27.99 

Alone In The Dark 3. 

....£CALL 

Al Qadim - The Genies Curse. 

.£24.99 

A Million Laughs - Future Vision. 

.£33.99 

Armoured Fist. 

.£27.99 

Battle Bugs. 

.£25.99 

Battle Isle 2. 

.£30.99 

Battle Isle 2 Titans Legacy. 

.£16,99 

Beneath A Steel Sky. 

.£30.99 

Betrayal At Krondor. 

.£24.99 

Big Red Adventure. 

....£CALL 


.£24.99 

Castles 2 Enhanced. 

.£30.99 


.£25.99 

Chessmaster 4000 Turbo. 

.£24.99 

Civilisation & Railroad Tycoon DLX... 

.£22.99 

CNN Newsroom Global View. 

.£30.99 

Colonization. 

.£27.99 

Cominanche Maximum Overkill. 

.£25.99 


....£CALL 

Companions of Xanth. 

.£24.99 

Creature Shock. 

.£33.99 

Crime Patrol. 

.£28.99 

Cyberia. 

.£31.99 

Cyberspace. 


Cyberwar. 



.£25.99 

1942 Pacific Air War. 



.£24.99 

Aces Over Europe. 

.£27.99 

Aladdin. 

.£19.99 

Alien Breed. 

.£18.99 

Alien Legacy. 

.£24.99 

Alone In The Dark 2. 

.£23.99 

Alone in The Dark. 

.£15.99 

Al Qadim - The Genie’s Curse. 

.£25.99 

Archon Ultra. 

.£22.99 

Armoured Fist. 

.£24.99 

Armour Geddon. 

.£15.99 

Animation Works. 

.£69,99 

Battle Bugs. 

.£22,99 

Battle Isle 2. 

.£24.99 

Beneath Steel Sky. 

.£24.99 

Blackhawk. 

.£26.99 

Blue And The Grey. 

.£24.99 

Body Count. 

.£20.99 

Bridge Champion - Omar Sharreff. 

.£25.99 



Cannon Fodder. 

.£16.99 

Cannon Fodder 2. 

,f.7.?.99 

Cardmania. 

.£16.99 

Carriers At War II. 

.£27.99 

Chaos Engine. 

.£19.99 

Civilisation. 

.£24.99 

Civilisation Windows. 

.£27.99 

Clockwiser. 

.£14.99 


.£25.99 

Combat Classics 2. 

.£24.99 


Dark Forces. 

Dark Legions. 

Darkseed. 

Dark Sun Shattered Lands. 

Dark Sun 2 Wake Of The Ravager 

Dawn Patrol. 

Day Of The Tentacle. 

Deathgaie. 

Descent 

Desert Strike. 

Discworld. 

Dominus. 

Doom 2 

Dorling Kmdcrslv Multimedia: 

- Ultimate Human Body. 

• Slow Awav. 

• Ama/.ing Dictionary. 

• Encyclopedia Of Science. 

• The Wav Things Work. 

Dreaenweb. 

Dragonlore. 

Dungeon Hack. 

Dungeon Master 2 . 

Earihsiege . 

Ecsiatica . 

Elder Scrolls . 

Empire Deluxe Master Edition. 

F14 Fleet Defender Gold. 

Falcon Gold. 

Falcon + Tornado. 

Fantasy Empires. 

FIFA International Soccer. 

Fighter Wing. 


Companions Of Xanth. 

Corridor 7. 

Countdown. 

Crystal Maze. 

Cyberspace. 

Daemonsgate. 

Dark Legions. 

DarkSun 2 Wake Of Tlie Ravager,., 

Dawn Patrol. 

Day Of The Tentacle. 

D-Day The Begining Of The End... 
Descent 

Desert Strike. 

Detroit 

Doom. 

Doom 2 

Dreamweb. 

Dr Radiaki . 

Dungeon Master 2. 

Elder Scrolls Arena . 

Empire Soccer 94. 

Earth Siege. 

Evasive Action. 

Eye of The Storm. 

F 14 Fleet Defender. 

F 14 Fleet Defender Mission Disk.. 

FIFA International Soccer. 

Fighter Wing.. 

Flight Simulator 5 .1 
Frontier • First Encoiirj" 

Front Page Sports Baseball 


..£CALL 

....£20.99 

....£27.99 

....£24.99 

....£30.99 

....£27.99 

....£26.99 

....£24.99 

....£25.99 

....£22.99 

...£CALL 

...£CALL 

....£35,99 

£52.99 

£34.99 

34.99 

£64.99 

£52.99 

.£27.99 

.£27.99 

.£23.99 

. £24.99 

. £28.49 

. £30.99 

. £28.99 

.£24.99 

.£27.99 

.£29.99 

.£27.99 

.£23.99 

.£24.99 

.£30.99 


...£24.99 

...£14.99 

...£15.99 

...£24.99 

...£27.99 

...£20.99 

...£21.99 

...£27.99 

...£27.99 

...£26.99 

...£24.99 

...£24.99 

...£21.99 

...£24.99 

...£28.99 

...£31.99 

...£27.99 

..£CALL 

....£24.99 

£26.99 

...£18.99 

....£24.99 

,...£20.99 

,...£24.99 

,...£27.99 

....£14.99 

....£24.99 

....£30.99 

....£27.99 

....£24.99 

....£24.99 


Frontier - Elite 2. 

Frontier - First Encounters. 

(xabrici Knight. 

Grandest Fleet. 

Great Naval Battles 2. 

.£24.99 

.£25.99 

.£28.99 

.£27.99 

.£24.99 

.£CALL 

Hand of Fate. 

.£30.99 

.£CALL 


.£25.99 


.£30.99 


.£32.99 

High Command. 

.£14.99 

.£25.99 


.£'>5.99 

Horde. 

Indiana Jones late of Athinlis. 

Incredible Machine 2. 

.£27.99 

.£27.99 

.£23.99 

.£33.99 

Iron Forces. 

Jack Nicklaus Unlimited. 

JFK Assassination. 

.£27.99 

.£19.99 

.£32.99 


Journeyman Project Turbo. 

Kings Quest 1-6. 

Kings Quest 7. 

Kings Table . 

Klik and Play. 

Kyrandia 2 Hand Of Fate. 

Kyrandia 3 Malcolm's Revenge.. 

Labyrinth of Time. 

Lands Of Lore. 

Last Dynasty. 

Leisure Suit Larry Collection. 

Leisure Suit Larry 6. 

Little Big Adventure. 


From Page Sports Football. 

Fury Of The Furries. 

Gabriel Knight. 

Graham Gooch World Cricket. 

Grandest Fleet. 

Great Naval Battles 2. 

Gunship 2(M)0. 

Hammer of the Gods. 

Hand Of Fate. 

Heirs to 1 he Throne... 

Hexx. 

Hoboken - Super Hero League Of.. 

Horde. 

Indiana Jones Fate Of Atlantis. 

Incredible Toons. 

Incredible Machine 2. 

Indy Car Racing . 

Indy Car Track Pack. 

KA-50 Hokum. 

Kingmaker. 

Kinas Quest 6. 

Klik and Play. 

Kyrandia 2 Hand Of Fate. 

Lands Of Lore. 

La.st Dynasty. 

Leisure Suit Larry 6. 

Lemmings 2 The Tribes. 

Lemmings 3 The New World Of.... 

Links 386 Pro. 

Links 386 Pro Courses:each . 

Lion King. 


Microsoft Ancient Lands. 

Microsoft Art (lullerv. 

Microsoft Beethoven. 

Microsoft Bookshelf *94. 

Microsoft Cmemania 95. 

Microsoft Dinosaur. 

Microsoft Encarta -95. 

Microsoft (lolf. 

Microsoft Mozart. 

Microsoft Musical instruments.. 

Midway. 


" ’.£28.99 NASCAR. 

.£28.99 New World Of Lemmings. 

!!Z!"!!".£25.99 NHL Ice Hockey ‘95. 

.£27.99 Noctnipolis. 

.£30.99 Novastorm. 

.On The B.lll World Cup Edilion 

.*nh o9 League Edition. 

.............£^ Outpost. 

£28.99 PGA Tour Golf 486. 

.£24.99 Pinball Dreams Deluxe. 

.£33.99 Police Quest 4. 

PC TITLES 

.£CALL Loderunner. 

.£21.99 Lords Of The Realm. 

.£24.99 Master Of Magic. 

.£22.99 Masiers Of Orion. 

.£24.99 Mavis Beacon Typing V2. 

.£24.99 Micro Machines. 

.£16.99 Microsoft Arcade. 

.ICALL Microsoft Be.st Lnt Pack. 

£24.99 Microsoft (.reativc W'riter. 

..£27.99 Microsoft Fine Artist. 

.£21.99 Microsoft Golf . 

...£24.99 Micro.soft Space Simulator. 

....£24.S)9 Midway. 

....£23.99 Monkey Island 2. 

....£24.99 Mortal Kombat 2. 

,...£23.99 NASCAR. 

....£20.99 NHL Ice Hockey. 

,...£13.99 On The Ball -League Edition. 

,...£24.99 Outpost. 

....£23.99 Overdrive. 

....£27.99 Overlord. 

....£24.99 Pacific Air War 1942. 

.,..£23.99 Pacific Strike. 

....£22.99 Pacific Strike SAP. 

..£CALL Panzer General. 

....£24.99 Pinball Dreams. 

....£14.99 Pinball Dreams 2. 

....£22.99 Pinball Fantasies. 

....£27.99 Pizza Tycoon. 

...£15.99 PoliceQuest4. 

...,£19.99 Powerdrive. 


...£23.99 
...£24.99 
...£30.99 
...£30.99 
...£32.99 
£27 99 
,...£24.99 

....£36.99 
£36 99 
£36 99 
....£69.99 
....£36.99 
tW»99 
£69 99 
....£30.99 
136 99 
136 99 
..£CALL 
....£14.99 
....£34.99 
....£28.99 
....£28.99 
....£30.99 
£32 99 
....£30,99 
....£24.99 
...£CALL 
....£26.99 
....£30.99 

.£24.99 

.£28.99 


...£23.99 
...£24.99 
...£27.99 
...£27.99 
...£25.99 
...£19.99 
£15 99 
£15 99 
£32 99 
,...£32.99 
....£27.99 
....£27.99 
..£CALL 
,...£14.99 
....£19.99 
....£24.99 
....£27.99 
....£22.99 
....£24.99 
....£19.99 
....£27.99 
....£27.99 
....£20.99 
....£14.99 
....£27.99 
....£22.99 
....£15.99 
....£23.99 
....£27.99 
....£24.99 
£19 99 


Quarantine. 

Quest For Glory 4. 

.£24.yy 

.£28.99 

Ravenloft. 

.£29.99 

Rebel Assault. 

128 99 

Red Shift. 

.£44,99 

Renegade Battle Jacobs' Star. 

.£30.99 

Retribution. 

.£25.99 

Return To Ringworld. 

.£27.99 

Return To Zork. 

.£31.99 

Ri.se of The Robots. 

.£30.99 

Rise Of The Robots Ltd Edilion. 

.£37.99 

Rock and Roll Years I960’s . 

. £17.99 

Sam & Max. 

.£26.99 

Saturday Night Live. 

.£25.99 

Sensible World of Soccer. 

.£CALL 

Shadowcasier. 

.£CALL 

Shadow Of The Comet. 

.£23.99 

Sherlock Holmes The Lost Files. 

.£30.99 

Sid Meir's Great Games. 

.£22.99 

Sim City Enhanced. 

.£32.99 

Simon The Sorcerer. 

.£27.99 

Simon The Sorceror 2. 

.£27.99 


.£CALL 

Space Hulk. 

.£30.99 

Space Quest 1 - 5. 

.£28.99 

Spellcastinc Triple Pack. 

.£25.99 

SSN-21 Seawolf. 

.£28.99 

Star Control 1 + 2. 

.£16.99 

Star Crusader. 

.£27.99 

Slarlords. 

.£28.99 

Star Trek 25th Anniversary. 

.£30,99 

Prince Of Persia 2. 

£24 99 

Privateer. 

£29 99 

PrivatLci SAP 

.£13.99 

Privaleci’ Righlcou.s Fire. 

£13 99 

Project X. 

.£14.99 

Quarantine. 

.£24.99. 

Quest For Glory 4. 

.£24.99 

Railroad Tycoon Deluxe. 

.£24,99 

Ravenloft. 

.£28.99 

Retribution. 

.£24.99 

Return To Zork. 

.£28.99 

Reunion. 

.£25.99 

Rise Of The Robots VGA . 

. £25.99 

Rise Of The Robots SVGA . 

. £27.99 

Sam & Max. 

£24 99 

Scrabble. 

.£19.99 

Sensible World of Soccer. 

.£CALL 

Settlers. 

.£24.99 

Sim rit> 2000 

.£23.99 

Sim City 2000 Scenarios. 

.£11.99 

Sim Classic Collection. 

. £23.99 

Sim Farm. 

.£21.99 

Sim Tower. 

.CALL 

Simon The Sorceror. 

.£24.99 

Space Federation. 

.£24.99 

Space Hulk. 

.£27.99 

SSN-21 Seawolf. 

.£27.99 


.£24.99 

Star Trek 2 Judgement Rites. 

.£24.99 

Star Trek The Next Generation. 

.£24.99 

Strike Commander. 

.£29.99 


Star Trek Next Generation. 

Stonekeep . 

Strike C ommander. 

Subwar 2050. 

System Shock. 

Syndicate Plus. 

Tactical Manager. 

T. F.X.... 

Theme Park. 

Tornado + Missions. 

U. F.O. Enemy Unknown. 

Ultima 7 complete. 

Ultima 8 Pagan + Sap. 

Ultima Untlerworkl 1-1-2. 

Ultimate Body Blows. 

Ullimatc Domain. 

Ultimate Football. 

Under A Killing Moon. 

Universi* 

US Navy Fighters. 

Warcraft. 

Warplanes Vol. I. 

Who Shot Johnny Rock. 

Wild Blue Yonder. 

Wing Commander Armada.... 

Wing Commander 3. 

Wings ()r f.kirv 
Wolf Pack 

World Atlas S/W Toolworks. 

World Cup Golf. 

Wrath of the Gods. 

X-Wing Collectors Edition,... 
Zeppelin. 


Strike Commander SAP. 

Strike Commander Tactical Ops .... 

Sub War 2050. 

Syndicate. 

Syndicate Data Di.sk. 

Sy.siem Shock. 

Tactical Manager. 

T.F.X... 

Theme Park. 

Tie Fighter. 

Total Carnage. 

Tower Assault. 

Transport Tycoon. 

UFO Enemy Unknown. 

Ultima 8 -Pagan. 

Ultima 8 Pagan SAP. 

Victory At Sea. 

Warcraft. 

Wargames Construction 2 - Tank .. 

War In Russia G Grigsby. 

Warlords 2. 

Warlords 2 Scenario Editor. 

Wing Commander Armada. 

Wings Of Glory. 

Wolfensiein 3D. 

Wrath Of The Gods. 

Xanth. 

X-Wing. 

X Wing Imperial Pursuit. 

X Wing B Wing. 

Zool 2 


...£27,99 

...£30.99 

£i2.99 

...£27,99 

...£30.99 

...£29.99 

...£23.99 

..,£25.99 

,,.£27.99 

...£25.99 

...£26.99 

...£30.99 

...£36,99 

...£30.99 

...£19.99 

...£24.99 

,,,£27.99 

...£33.99 

...£24.99 

...£33.99 

...£24.99 

...£35.99 

...£31.99 

...£30.99 

...£27.99 

...£36.99 

£27.99 

£22.99 

...£42.99 

,...£27.99 

,...£28.99 

....£33.99 

,..,£27.99 


,...£13.99 

,...£13.99 

,...£27.99 

127.99 
,...£15.99 
,...£27.99 
...,£22.99 
....£27.99 
..,.£27.99 
,,,.£28.99 
....CALL 
..£CALL 
...,£27.99 
....£27.99 
....£29.99 

114.99 
,.£CALL 
....£24.99 
,..£CALL 
...,£27.99 
....£27.99 
....£25.99 
....£25.99 
....£27.99 
....£14,99 
,..£CALL 
.,..£24.99 

.124.99 

....£14.99 

....£14.99 

,...£21.99 


CIR COMPUTER PRODUCTS 

(Dept 2) 32 Staffords Acre, Kegworth, Derby DE74 2HY 

Tel:01509 670706 

Fax:01509 674703 


DISKS 


All Disks certified 100% Error 
Free with FREE iabels. 



f DS/DD 

DS/HD 

Disks. 

.£5 

£7 

Disks. 

.£11 

£14 

Disks. 

.£19 

£27 

Disks. 

.£32 

£48 

Disks. 

.£75 

£115 


Preformatted MS-DOS disks avaiiabie at 2p extra per disk 

LOCKABLE 3.5” DISK BOXES 

100 Capacity £5.99 50 Capacity £4.99 

Miscellaneous Items 


100 Single Colour 3.5’’ Disk Labels .1.99 

1000 Single Colour 3.5” Disk Labels .8.99 

Mouse House . 2.99 

Mouse Mat 6mm . 2.99 

Mouse Mat 8mm . 3.99 

3.5” Disk Cleaning Kit . 2.99 

14'715” Optical Glass Screen Filter . 16.99 

2pc Universal Printer Stand .5.99 

CPU & Monitor Dust Cover .6.49 

Monitor Dust Cover .4 99 

PC Mini Tower Dust Cover . 5.99 

PC Keyboard Dust Cover . 3.99 

80 Column Printer Dust Cover. 3.99 

Amiga 500/600 Dust Cover .3.99 

Amiga 1200 Dust Cover .3.99 

Parallel Printer Cable (1.8m) .3.99 

Mini Stereo Speakers . 5.99 

PC Joysticks 

Quickshot Python 5 . 10.99 

Quickshot Warrior 5 .10.99 

Quickshot XIII .11.99 


Mice 

Amiga/Atari ST Mouse . 11.99 

PC Compatible Mouse (3 button) . 10.99 

Trackballs 

Amiga Trackball.23.99 

PC Compatible Trackball . 24.99 


LOWEST PRICES ON 
QUICKSHOT JOYSTICKS 


Inkjets, Ink Refills & Toners 

Canon BJ-10/20 Cartridge . 17.54 each 

Commodore MPS-1270 Cartridge . 12.13 each 

HP DeskJet Cartridge (Double Cap) , . .24.24 each 

HP DeskJet Tri-Colour Cartridge . 28 89 each 

HP DeskJet Tri-Colour Cartridge Refill . .16.00 each 
HP Thinkjet/Quietjet Cartridge . 12.13 each 


Inkjet Refills (Twin Packs) for Canon BJ-10/20. 

BJ300 HP DeskJet etc. 

Available in Black. Cyan. Magenta. Yellow, Red, Blue. 
Brown. Light Green. Dark Green and Gold. 

1 Pack £11,00, 2+ Packs £10.50 each. 5+ Packs £9.95 each 


HP LaserJet ll/lll Toner Cartridge . 44.51 

HP LaserJet IIP/IIIP Toner Cartridge . 53 41 


Ring for Inkjets & Toners not listed 


QUALITY PRODUCTS AT THE VERY LOWEST PRICES 


Printer Ribbons 


BLACK 

1 Off 

2+ 

5+ 

10+ 

Annstrad DMP 2000/3000 

2.80 

2.65 

245 

225 

Citizen 120D/LSP tO/Switt 24/9 

2.85 

2.70 

2.50 

2.30 

Epson LQ100 

4 10 

3.95 

3.75 

3.55 

Epson FX4YIX/RX80/FX1U< 800 

2.90 

2.75 

2.55 

2.35 

Epson LX80«6«0 

212 

1.97 

1,77 

1,67 

Panasonin KXP1123/1124/1140 

3.46 

3.31 

3-11 

2.91 

Panasonic KXPI080/1180/90/1592 

2.89 

2.74 

2.54 

2.34 

Panasonic KXP2123/2180 

575 

5.60 

5.40 

5.20 

Star LC10/20/100 

2.29 

2.14 

1 94 

1.84 

Star LC24-10/200 

2.86 

2.71 

2.51 

2.31 

COLOUR 

1 off 

2+ 

&+. 

10+ 

Citizen Swift 24 

12.81 

12-66 

1246 

12.06 

Panasonic KXP2123/2180 

10.63 

10.48 

10.28 

9,88 

Star LC10C0/100 

6.00 

5.85 

5.65 

5.25 

StarLC200 

9.78 

9.63 

9.43 

9.03 

Star LC24-10/200 

9.63 

9.48 

9.28 

8.88 

RING FOR RIBBONS NOT USTED 




Telephone your order 
today or post with 
payment to the above 
address 



REMEMBER - UNUKE SOME OTHER 
COMPANIES, ALL OUR PRICES 
INCLUDE VAT (@17.5%) 

AND UK DEUVERY 


LINEFEED Systems - Components - Multimedia 

Phone 071 474 1766 Fax 071 474 3440 

Unit 7 Ashmead Business Centre, North Crescent, Cody Road, London El 6 4TG 

E-mail Linefeed(5tempest demon.co uk 


NAKAMICHI MBR-7 External SCSI-2 Dual Speed 7 disk 
DRIVES CD-ROM Autochanger Load up to 7 CD's, close the drawer and 
5 GB of CD data awaits your use! £295+VAT = £346.63 
2 ^SONYCDU55A Dual Speed £109 + VAT = £128.08 NEW 
^J^ANASONIC CR562B Dual Speed £99 + VAT = £116.33 

WEARNES CDD120X 2.5 Speed IDE £99 + VAT = £116.33 
^ W IB M ISA Dual Speed External £165 + VAT = £193.88 
SOUND Mozart 16 £59 + VAT = £69.33 
CAHD" Sound FX 16 bit Stereo £69 +VAT = £81.08 


Gravis Ultrasound Max £145 +VAT = £170.38 
Sound FX Classic 3000 £139 +VAT = £163.33 




WULTt wearnes CDD120x + Mozart 16 bit £149 + VAT - £175.08 
MfPtA Panasonic CR562B + Sound FX16 £155 + VAT - £182.13 
Stereo speakers £7.50 Amplified Stereo Speakers £17.50 
10 CD Starter Pack £29.95 7th Guest - £14.90 MS Encarta £39.95 
New Grotier Encyclopedia £25.00 Toolworks Reference Library £12.50 
Minerva III £9.50; Minerva IV £11.50: MlnervaV £12.50 
Minerva Set (3 CD'S 19,000 Shareware/PD titles) * £22.00 

• VISIONETICS MPEG MASTER £189 + VAT = £222.08 

• PLATINUM SOW Computer Amp/ EQ £65 + VAT = £76.38 

• Trust Video Capture / PCTV 30 fps £189 + VAT = £222.08 

• RADIO FX FM Stereo Tuner card £42 + VAT = £49.35 

• SPEA Showtime Plus Dynamite Graphics Accelerator with MPEG 
decoder and Video Grabber on one VLB card £339 + VAT = £398.33 


MPEG 

Full 

Motion 

Video 

•ft 


t&v MRl 9.600 Fax/2400 Modem £34 + VAT » £39.95 
Alto 14.400 Modem /14,400 Fax £79 + VAT - £92.83 
Alto 19,200 Modem/14,400 Fax £89 + VAT - £104.58 
Alto 28,800Modem /14.400 Fax £149 + VAT * £175.08 
BABT Approved FAX / MODEMS with WInfax Lite, 
Dosfax Lite, Comit Lite & OCR 
I +VAT= £116.33 14.4k External £110 + VAT = £129.25 

28.8k £195+VAT=£229.13 28.8k External £205+VAT=£240.88 


PROFESSIONAL QUALITY BULK DISKS 

High clip Dysan / Verbatim bulk. 

These are the error-free, durable disks used by commercial software 
distributors. If you are fed up with the cheap, substandard disks 
normally sold mail order, give us a call! 



20 

50 

100 

200 

500 

DSDD 3.5" 

£9.40 

£19.05 

£32.50 

£59.95 

£138.59 

DSHD 3.5" 

£12.95 

£23.50 

£39.95 

£71.65 

£171.25 

DSDD 5.25" 

£7.20 

£13.92 

£22.48 

£42.19 

£96.06 

DSHD 5.25" 

£11.19 

£22.49 

£36.52 

£69.92 

£167.74 


ENHANCED EDE & FAST ATA HARD 
DRIVES BY SEAGATE. WESTERN 
DIGITAL & CONNER 
We are now stocking the new breed of 
Enhanced IDE and Fast ATA drives - up to 
30% faster than Fast SCSI 2, with dala 
transfer rates in excess of 12 MB/Sec. 
210IVlb £115 +VAT = £135.13 
365IVIb £125 +VAT = £146.88 
420Mb £139 +VAT = £163.33 
640Mb £159 +VAT = £186.83 
1GB £365 + VAT = £428.88 
Hard Drive prices are unstable - £Cali 


Mode 3, 4 & 5 

Enhanced VL Bus IDE Multi 
^ I/O Card 

For Maximum I OMB/sec + performance 
i from the new Hard Drives. Supports RAID, 

I E-IDE, Fast ATA-2, etc. Supports 4 Hard 
I Drives (up to 8.3GB each) or other IDE 
' devices, 2 x FDD, printer & 2 x serial ports 
] £35 +VAT = £41.13 

£30 + VAT with any hard drive, 
MOTHERBOARDS 

SX33 £99+VAT - £116.33 
DX33 £179 + VAT - £210.33 
DX2-66 £198 +VAT *£232.65 
DX4-100 £425 + VAT • £499.38 
Pentium 60 8i90 - Cali 


PRICES BELOW INCLUDE VAT. 

STACKABLE DISK BOXES 
Cap 80 X 3.5" Cap 200 x 3.5" 
(BANX) (Medlalife) 

1 £9.95 £15.45 

3 £28.00 £39.(' ■ ^ | 

5 £44.00 £49.50 Hp 

LOCKABLE DISK BOXES 
Capacity: 40 50 100 

3.5" £2.95 £3.50 £5.50 

5.25" £6.20 £6.50 

Library Cases (For 10 3.5" Disks); 95P 
Head Cleaner £2.40 Mouse Mat £2.20 


SPECIAL OFFERS Prices include VAT and Overnight Delivery 


100 DYSAN BULK DSHD (1.44MB) 3.5" Disks £39.50 

100 DYSAN BULK DSDD 3.5" (720K) Disks £29.95 

100 BRANDED Preformatted DSHD 3.5" Disks £44.95 

100 KODAK BRANDED DSDD 5.25" Disks £21.50 

100 MITSUBISHI BRANDED DSHD 5.25" Disks £35.50 

ANY ONE With 100 Capacity Lockable Box - add £3.50 
PUBLICATIONS - NO VAT, DELIVERY FREE 

COMPUTER TRADE DIRECTORY UK Suppliers. £6.50 

BUILD YOUR OWN PC New Edition. £5.00 

INTERNATIONAL TRADE DIRECTORY . £12,50 


All Prices Include VAT. Delivery: Disks - Free 


n 


Printer Cable £3 95 
Screen Filters; 

Micromesh £7.50 Optical Glass £16.50 
RE-INK Renews 20 - 40 Ribbons £9.45 
InkJet Refills (HP, Canon etc) Black £9.50 
Colours £11.50 High Capacity £13.50 
HP/CANON Tricolour £18 


Products from Logitech; 1 

Joystick £12,95 Control Pad £12.95 
Mouse £9.95 Infra-red Control Pad £22.95 


Consumables - £3.50, Hardware £5 
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[Dam Branch: 

32 Rathbone PI. 
London liJiP IRD 
[0106362666 

Computer exchange Lite: 

260 Tottenham 
Court Road 
London OJIP 
[0105806391 

PC/UlBCHardiuare 
< and Applications at 
our HARDlilDRC Dept 
143 mtiitfield Street 
London (DIP SRV 
ji [Oil] 916 3110 

isnes.scGn.j(i 6 yflR 

|pc.i)mi 6 n.neoGco, 

: 3 Do.pcenGine.cDr 

HGnDHCLDS.PCB’s 


m\'m,\^k\T['dCiK ^ KILL 
A\C* S9A^^ ^\V UPC 
I’LlTeLL iou ALL 
•me bargains availablc 
atthct.c.c ccmputcr 




IT^ THC B^eST GAN\€S 
SHOP \>^CR£ATtOM! 


Tisthe Season to beJOLLL 

Tra la la la la. la la la la. If you uiant to spend Christmas 
playing a selection of the latest and greatest uideo 
games, then you’d better get m touch luith The T.C.R. 
COfOPOTCR CRCHORGC as soon as possible, (lleoe got 
piles and piles of games on offer, at prices so cheap 
you'll thmh you're dreaming. Ond since me RUV. SCLL. 
andiPORT CRCHRRGC games too, me re the ideal choice 
for your Vuletide Shopping this year. Prom the latest 
imported titles, to 2nd hand classics, you’ll agree that 
me re ffie cheapest and the best. So call us ROIU. ROlll! 


If '/CO so moot fvS twitch 
i'll BLOuO YOUf^ 6T0 PlP^ 
'H£AO CLeAN OFFfl 











486 PC RANGE 


The new Aptiva range is everything you would 
expect from IBM. Sophisticated but not complicated - you just 
remove the packaging, plug in, switch on and you’re ready to go! 

From a competitively priced introductory model to the flagship 
486DX4 100MHz power multimedia system, they sport superb 
graphics, quality Intel processors and Local Bus technology for 
high speed computing.Prepared for the future and protecting your 
investment, all are upgradeable and can adapt to new technology. 

For easy of use and a speedy start, all standard software is pre¬ 
installed. Unique AptivaWare, which includes Rapid Resume 
Manager ■ see below, guides you step by step from the basics 
through to more complex computing. Plus, for ultimate security, all 
include the support of IBM Heipware ■ telephone assistance 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year, from experts. 

ALL MODELS INCLUDE: 

PRE-INSTALLED SOFTWARE: 

IBM PC DOS 6.3, MS WINDOWS 3.1, 
MS WORKS FOR WINDOWS 3.0 

APTIVAWARE: 

• FIRST STEPS • CUSTOM TOOLS 

• PERSONAL DESKTOP • INDEX 

• LEARNING LIBRARY • SCHEDULER 

• RAPID RESUME MANAGER 


RAPID RESUME 


A feature of all Aptiva PCs, Rapid 
Resume allows you to switch off at any 
point in Windows or DOS. When you 
next switch on, the computer will 
resume operation at the point it was 
switched off. As an example, Rapid 
Resume will restart Works for vi/indows 
in under 10 seconds 

1 YEAR ON-SITE 

WARRANTY 



TELEPHONE 
ASSISTANCE 
24 HOURS A DAY 
365 DAYS A YEAR 


ptiva 


ENTRY LEVELt 



DESKTOPS 1 


• Intel Processor 

With 8 k On-Chip Cache 

• Overdrive Upgradeable 

• 4ivib RAM - Maximum 64Mb 

• IDE Hard Drive 

Local Bus Control for Fast Performance 

• 314" Floppy Disk Drive 

• 14" S-VGA Monitor 

.39mm Dot Pitch - MPRII 

• 512k Video RAM 

• Fast VESA Local Bus 

Integrated on Motherboard 

• Cirrus 26 Video Chipset 

• 4 ISA Expansion Slots 

• 4 Drive Bays 

• Pre-Installed Software 

- SEE LEFT 

// f // f I I I I I I I I t I 
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486SX 25mhz 

DESKTOP 743 

170Mb HARD drive 

£749 

-i-VAT= £880.08 

FREE DELIVERY 


486SX 33mhz 

DESKTOP 754 

270m. hard drive 


+VAT= £997.58.; 

FREE DELIVERY 


486DX2 66mhz 

DESKTOP 754S 

270m. hard drive 


+VAT= £1173.83 .MON ' 

FREE DELIVERY 


OVERDRIVE 

upgradeable 








MULTIMEDIA SYSTEMS INCLUDE 

854 

766S 

787 

799S 

Dual Speed CD-ROM Drive 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

16-bit Stereo Sound Caro 

✓ 

/ 

✓ 

✓ 

TV Tuner + Win TV Software 




✓ 

Pair of Stereo Speakers* 

/ 

✓ 

✓ 

✓ 

Microphone & Joystick 



✓ 


IBM MuLmeoiA Software 





• IBM Multimedia Guide CD 

• Theme Park CD • Recovery CD 

• Kid Pix & Scooters Magic Castle CD 

✓ 

- 

✓ 


QUEST Pack Software 


✓ 

- 

/ 






• AftECDOTE • Return TO ZoRK 






MULTIMEDh^ 

486dx 4 lOOivius 


DESKTOPt 

mtmmm 



486sx2 SOmhz 

DESKTOP 766 

• Intel 486sx2 SOmhz Processor 

With 8K On-Chip Cache 

• Pentium P24T Upgradeable 

• 4mi) ram - Maximum 128Mb 

• 270Mb Hard Drive 

Local Bus Control for Fast Performance 

• 3/4" Floppy Disk Drive 


• VESA Local Bus/1 ml Video RAM 

• Cirrus 30 Video Chipset 

• 4 Exp’n Slots/4 Drive Bays 

• Pre-Inst. Software SEE ABOVE RiGHT 


+vat= £1173.83 

FREE DELIVERY 


MINI TOWERi 


»» 





486DX2 66mhz 

TOWER 789 

• Intel 486dx2 BBmhz Processor 

With 8K On-Chip Cache 

• Pentium P24T Upgraueable 

• 128K Ext. Cache • Max 256K 

• 8Mb RAM - Maximum 128Mb 

• 420Mb Hard Drive 

Local Bus Control for Fast Performance 

• 3'A" Floppy Disk Drive 

• 14" S-VGA Monitor 

.28mm Dot Pitch - MPRII 

• VESA Local Bus/Iml Video RAM 

• Cirrus 30 Video Chipset 

• 8 Exp’n Slots/6 Drive Bays 

• Pre-Inst. Software-see above RiGMT 


+VAT= £1526.33 .MON 13; 

FREE DELIVERY 


• Animator 

• Day Of Tw lENTAaE 

• Graphics Works 

• Humans 1 & 2 


CVERDRlfl 

lUPQRADEABLQ 


• Sneak Peeks 

• Comptons Encvc 

• iNDiuu Jones 

• ULTIMA/WiNG COMMANOEB 


486sx2 50mhz & 486DX2 66mhz 



DESKTOP 799S 


POWER 

MULTIMEDIA 

^SYSTEM 


UlONlTi 

WITH TV TUNER 
PLUS WIN TV SOFTWARE 



486SX 33mhz 

desktop 854 

• Intel 486sx 33mhz Processor 

With 8K On-Chip Cache 

• Overdrive Upgradeable 

• 4Mb RAM - Maximum 64Mb 

• 270Mb Hard Drive 

Local Bus Control for Fast Performance 

• 3V Floppy Disk Drive 

• 14" S-VGA Monitor 

39mm Dot Pitch MPRII 

• VESA Local Bus/lMb Video RAM 

• Cirrus 26 Video Chipset 

• 4 Exp’n Slots/4 Drive Bays 

• Multimedia sEtABiivt 

• Pre-Inst. Software sttABovt 


£1099 


.VAT= £1291.33. STfSt 

FREE DELIVERY 


486sx2 SOmhz 

DESKTOP 766S 

• Intel 486sx2 SOmhz Processor 

With 8K On-Chip Cache 

• Pentium P24T Upgradeable 

• 4Mb RAM - Maximum 128Mb 

• 270Mb Hard Drive 

Local Bus Control for Fast Performance 

• 3’/" Floppy Disk Drive 

• 14" S-VGA Monitor 

?8mm Dot Pitch MPRII 

• VESA Local Bus/Imb Video RAM 

• Cirrus 30 Video Chipset 

• 4 Exp’n Slots/4 Drive Bays 

• Multimedia »abov> 

• Pre-Inst. Software seeabovs 


+vat= £1408.83 .MON 1326 

FREE DELIVERY 


486DX2 66mhz 

DESKTOP 787 

• Intel 486dx2 66mnz Processor 

With 8K On-Chip Cache 

• Pentium P24T Upgradeable 

• 128K External Cache 

• 4Mb RAM - Maximum 128Mb 

• 420Mb Hard Drive 

Local Bus Control for Fast Performance 

• 3A'' Floppy Disk Drive 

• 14" S-VGA Monitor 

28mni Dot Pitch - MPRII 

• VESA Local Bus/Imb Video RAM 

• Cirrus 30 Video Chipset 

• 4 Exp’n Slots/4 Drive Bays 

• Multimedia geewve 

• Pre-Inst. Software sEtAeovt 


wat= £1702.58. b^o^E 

FREE DELIVERY 


^ . Now you can watch TV on your PC monitor 
'' ' v!'i-'v , . with this superb power multimedia system 

' ’.T,'> ' ! V‘,hum Silica. A built-in TV-tuner from the 

i’<’i'^ A ' ' ' premiere manufacturer Hauppage. 

’ ' -- gives you crystal clear TV pictures plus 

Teletext and. all can be displayed either full screen 
or in resizable windows. WinTV Software also allows you to freeze and 
capture any image and print it from your PC 

With a dual speed CD-ROM drive, stereo sound card and speakers, plus 
Quest CD Software, 11 titles on 10 CDs, the Aptiva 799S power System 
has all you need for superb multimedia computing 

• Intel 486bx4 IOOmhz Processor • Cirrus 30 Video Chipset 


With 8K On-Chip Cache 

• Pentium P24T Upgradeable 

• 128K External Cache 

• 4Mb RAM - Maximum 128Mb 

• 420Mb Hard Drive 

Local Bus Control for Fast Performance 

• 3 A “ Floppy Disk Drive 

• 14" S-VGA Monitor 

28mm Dot Pitch MPRII 

• VESA Local Bus 

• lMb Video RAM 


• 4 Expansion Slots 

• 4 Drive Bays 

• Dual Speed CD-ROM Drive 

• 16-bit Stereo Sound Card 

• Hauppade TV-Tuner 

• Win tv Software 

Freeze, Capture & Teletext 

• Labtec CS510 Stereo Speakers 

• Pre-Installed Software ASMun 

• Quest CO Software - 

11 Titles on 10 CDs - see Multimedia chart 


OO 1BM0782 
+VAT= tiyyb.OO ,MON 132S 

FREE DELIVERY 


atuoi 



FREE DELIVERY IN UK MAINLAND ONLY 


THE SILICA 

SERVICE 


-fO Before you decide WHEN to buy, we 
suggest you consider WHERE to buy and 
protect your investment with a purchase from Silica. 
With our unrivalled experience and expertise, we will 
provide all the extra help, advice and new product 
information you may need both now and in the future. 
Visit one of our stores, or return this coupon now and 
begin to experience the "Silica Service". 



D E B E 




AMS 


STORES NATIONWIDE 


• i-- 

We have a proven track record in professional 
computer sales. 

• PART Oi- j; / ./ :uMF/ 

With over 300 staff - We are solid and reliable. 

• EXPERIENCED 

All are 'Customer Care' trained and at yotzr sen/ice 

• TECHNICAL SUPPORT IflE: 

Fffff help and advice from a team of experts 

• A FULL PRODUCT RANOt^ 

All of your computer requirements from one supplier. 

• PRICE MATCH: 

We match on a ’’Same product - Same price" basis. 

• FREE CATALOGUES: 

With special offers and product news. 

• PAYMENT: 

We accept most major credit cards, cash, cheque or 
monthly terms (APR 29.8% - written quotes on request). 

• VOLUME DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE: 

Business, Education and Government. 

Tel: 081-308 0888. 

MIL ORDER: 

FREE DELIVERY in UK mainland on orders over 
E40.VAT. Small administration charge (E2.50+vat) 
on orders under £40*vat. 

NATIONWIDE: 

22 stores including 18 in branches of Debenhams. 


Debeiihams ■ ( 2 iiq noori Station Rbad 081-427 4300 


MAIL ORDER 081-309 1111 

PLUS TECHNICAL AND HEAD OFFICE 


Silica. Silica House, Hatheri ey Road, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 

PLUS BRANCHES AT: 

B RISTO L Debenhams - laro Ftoop. St J a mes Barton 0272 291021 

CARDIFF Debenhams ■ (isi tioofi, St. David's Way D222 341576 

C HELMSFORD Debenham s - i 2 iiq fioori, 27 High Street 0245 355511 
CR OYDON _Debenham^- i 2 nqfloor), 11-31 Wo rth End 081-688 4455 
GLASGOW Debenhams - (siti fioon, 97 Argyle Street 041-221 0088 
GUILDFORD Debenhams-(amfloor) Millbrook 0483 301300 
HARROW 
HULL' 

IPSWICH 
LONDON ■ 

LONDON 
LONDON 

yjTON _ _ 

MAN CHESTER Debenhams - lara fioori. Market Street _ 061-832 866 6 
PLYMOUTH Debenhams -jaro Hoori. Royal Para de 0752 266666 

ROMFORD D ebenhams ■ la m noori Market Place 0708 766066 

SHEFF IELD_ Debenhams ■ (aro Hoori. The Moor _ 074^768611 

SHEFFIELD Debenhams ■ a Grooirrii Meadowhall Ctre 0742 569779 

SIDCUP Silica • Silica House, H atherley Rd 081 -302 8811 
SOUTHAMPT ON Debe nhams - iisirioori Q ueensway 0703 223 888 
SOUTHEND Keddies - izno Hoof High Street 0702 462426 
THURROCK Debenhams-list Roori Lakeside Centre 0708 863587 


Debenhams •»rioori. Prospec t Street 0482^251 ^ 
Debenham s • lenr i noon, Westgaie Street 0473 221313 
Silica ^52 Tottenham Court Roa^ ^-MO 4000 
Deben hams - lam floor), 334 Oxfo rd St 071-580 3000 
^auo^ -jara f loor) Knightsbrldge 071-730 1234 
Debenhams-listfioori ArndaleCentre 0582 21201 


To: Silica, PCRVW-0295-228, Silica House, Hatherley Rd, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 4DX 


PLEASE SEND AN IBM BROCHURE 


Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms: . Initials: 

Surname: . 

Company (ir applicable):. 

Address:. 


. Postcode: . 

Tel (Home): . 

Tel (Work): . 

Which computer(s), if any, do you own? 


228G 


E&OE ■ Advertised prices and speciTications may change - Please return the coupon for the latest information. 
























































































































































































































TECHNICAL HELP 


Questions & answers 



Is your hardware making your head ache? DOS driving you dotty? If 
you’re having probiems with your PC, share them with Mike James 
and he’ii do his best to heip. 


Moving a drive 

I own a Packard Bell 
486SX20 with two floppy 
drives, one 5.25 and 3.5 inch. 
The 5.25 is configured as the 
A: drive, but I would like to change 
it to B: and have my 3.5 as my A: 
drive. In the near future I will be fit¬ 
ting a second drive and then a CD 
drive, so I will have to remove the 
5.25 drive eventually to make 
room. Please can you advise me on 
how to go about changing the drive 
letters over as I want to boot from 
the 3.5 inch drive in the future? 

Robert Punter 
Huntingdon 

■ It is possible to swap drive 
letters over using just soft¬ 
ware — but I won’t bother 
you with the details because 
your last comment about wanting to 
boot from the 3.5 inch drive makes 
this method unsuitable. The A: drive 
that you boot from has to be physi- 
cally set up as the A: drive. 

There are two ways to achieve this 
swap depending on the way your 
machine has been put together. If 
you open the box and look at the 
ribbon cable running from the disk 
controller to the disk drives you need 
to discover if it has a twist in it or not. 
Most drive cables do have a twist, 
but there are some that don’t so you 
do have to look. 

If the cable has a twist, then which 
drive is which is determined by which 
plug on the cable it is connected to. 
In this case to swap drive A: andB: 
all you have to do is unplug the cable 
and swap over the connectors. Given 


that 5.25 and3.5 inch drives use dif¬ 
ferent plugs this might be a little 
more difficult than it sounds, but the 
solution is to use a convertor or, at 
the very worst, buy a new drive cable. 

If the cable doesn’t have a twist in 
it, then which drive is which is deter¬ 
mined by jumpers located on the disk 
drive. There is usually a block of four, 
but sometimes it is only two, labelled 
0, 1, 2, 3. The jumper on drive A is 
on 0 and the jumper on drive B is on 
1. Change the jumpers and the drives 
are swapped. The only possible 
remaining complication is that in 
many AT class machines you have 
to use the BIOS set-up to inform the 
machine of the size of each disk 
drive. Usually there is an instruction 
how to run the set-up just before the 
machine starts up. Once you have 
got into the BIOS set-up you can 
easily change the characteristics of 
each drive. 


Too fast a boot? 

I recently upgraded my PC 
from a bog standard 
Ambra Sprinta Plus to a 
Mini-Tower local bus 486 
33Mhz. I kept a few bits from the 
Ambra, such as the hard drive and 
monitor, but on the whole, it’s an 
entirely new system. The problem 
though, is that ever since the 
upgrade, my previously well 
behaved Sound Blaster Pro has, at 
irregular intervals, started to go 
wrong. 

The symptoms are always the 
same, namely that an unpleasant 
and decidedly annoying crackling 


emanates from the speakers fol¬ 
lowed by the refusal of the Sound 
Blaster to work. The first few times 
it occurred, I ran the Test-SBP pro¬ 
gram and the message “hardware 
cannot be detected” was displayed. 
I assumed that a conflict within the 
system must be the cause, so I 
changed the IRQ setting from the 
default of 7 to 10. All was well for 
an hour or so until it went again. I 
changed the IRQ to 2 instead and 
this time it worked right the way 
through the weekend. Come 
Monday evening though, the 
problem returned. 

I phoned the engineer who 
upgraded the PC for me and he 
couldn’t explain it — like me he 
thought the sound card settings 
should be the problem, but clearly, 
they weren’t. 

I phoned Creative Labs helpline, 
and to cut a long story short their 
man told me (after considering the 
matter) that my best bet was to 
junk the SB Pro and upgrade to a 
newer card because my PC now 
boots up too quickly for the card!! 

Is he correct? I will, in the not too 
distant future, buy a new sound 
card, but having only just spent the 
best part of £500 on the upgrade, 
it’s not an option right now—nor 
is the “£50 pounds or so” I was 
quoted by Creative Tech to alle¬ 
viate the problem. 

I find it a little difficult to believe 
that this is the only option open to 
me so I would very much appre¬ 
ciate your opinion. 

David Espinosa 
Ruislip, Middlesex 


1 / would agree that the most 
likely cause is an IRQ or 
DMA conflict, but given that 
you have tried changing the 
setup, my next guess would be some 
sort ofhardware problem. I can’t see 
how the speed that a machine boots 
at can effect the behaviour of the 
soundcard, but perhaps the Creative 
Labs helpline was suggesting some¬ 
thing subtle to do with operating 
speeds. 

Assuming that card is plugged 
into an ISA bus slot that is running 
at the standard 8MHz, there should 
be no problem. Some machines do 
attempt to run the ISA bus faster 
than 8 MHz and you should at least 
check this possibility. Try running 
the machine with the Turbo button 
off and see if the fault goes away — 
usucdly, but not always, the ISA bus 
clock is a fixed fraction of the 
processor clock speed. 

However, given that the problem 
seems to go away for a while after 
you have changed the IRQ setting, 
it might be that just unplugging the 
card and plugging it back in is what 
is doing the good. Try putting the 
card in a different slot and clean the 
card contacts with switch cleaner. If 
this doesn’t work then all I can sug¬ 
gest is that in the move the card 
acquired an intermittent hardware 
fault and needs repairing. 

RealMagic Lite 

I have some questions 
related to the Real Magic 
Lite card. I have a 386 
DX33 computer and I’d 
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like to add RealMagic to it. But if I 
did would it act as a graphics accel¬ 
erator, ie, would it enhance and 
improve drawings and 3D render¬ 
ings of AutoCAD and 3D Studio? 

It is said that it plugs in the fea¬ 
ture connector of the VGA card 
and mine is a 256c Trident card, so 
would this provoke some sort of 
incompatibility since Real Magic 
has 32,768 colours? Would these 
colours be available for all DOS 
and Windows programs including 
AutoCAD and 3DS, or is it only 
designed to display full-screen 
videos? 

Finally what is the difference 
between RealMagic Lite and View- 
Logic 928 Movie? Is there a card 
that allows both graphics acceler¬ 
ation and MPEG capabilities? 

Mahmud Shihat 
Beirut, Lebanon 

■ RealMagic should work with 
any graphics card that has a 
VGA feed through or feature 
connector—Silica Shop can 
give you a list of compatible cards. 
The RecdMagic card takes over the 
display so it isn’t limited by the 
graphics card that it has to work 
with. It isn’t a general graphics 
enhancer in any sense and its bene¬ 
fits would only be noticed when 
playing MPEG videos or games that 
use it. 

The VideoLogic board does 
improve the genercdperformance of 
your video display, but I can’t say by 
how much in practice, because I 
haven’t tried it. The whole question 
of playing MPEG video is still very 
much at the learning part of the 
curve. It is still a question of the 
makers of the movie cards keeping 
their software ifp-to-date with the 
CD-ROMs that are being produced. 

Triple speed CD-ROM drives 

I have been on the lookout 
for CD-ROM drives and at 
the moment I am hoping to 
get a triple speed one. I have 
two questions: 

1) If you buy an internal CD- 
ROM drive, do they come with sep¬ 
arate expansion cards, or do you 
have to have a sound card with a 
CD ROM interface? 

2) Is it worth shelling out for a 
quad speed drive? How well and 
how much faster do they run as 
opposed to your ordinary 
single/double speed drive? 

Quad speed drives seem to me 
that they will last for some time to 
come and I want to get something 
future-proof for at least the next 


three to four years, at any rate. I 
also have another question: if you 
have a fast CD-ROM drive (eg 
triple speed) do you need a min¬ 
imum requirement for your actual 
machine? Or does only the tech 
spec of the CD-ROM drive matter? 

Finally I have a question to ask 
on upgrading. I have a 486DX 
33MHz. Is it possible for me to 
upgrade it, for example to some¬ 
thing as powerful as a 486 DX2 
lOOMHz or even a 586 (Pentium) 
90MHz? (Using just an extra chip 
to be added to the main board.) 

Mark Choi 
London 

■ All CD-ROMs need some 
sort of interface to your 
machine and in nearly all 
cases you can choose to buy 
a drive with or without an interface 
included. If you already have a sound 
card that supports the drive, then buy 
a bare drive. If the drive uses a SCSI 
or IDE interface and your computer 
already has a SCSI or IDE con¬ 
troller fitted, then again buy the bare 
drive. In most cases there is a slight 
cost saving in buying a drive without 
a controller, but because most people 
optfor drive plus controller you may 
find specicd offers occasionally mean 
that you can get a drive plus con¬ 
trollerfor less than the cost of a drive 
on its ownl If you find that this is the 
case — don’t worry just put the con¬ 
troller on a shelf if you don’t need it. 

My final word of advice is that if 
you have a sound card, make sure 
that it really will work with the drive 
you are thinking of buying and make 
sure you have or can get the software 
drivers needed to make it cdl work. 
Most sound cards do not support 
triple speed drives. 

I’m not going to stick my neck out 
and tell you to buy a quad speed drive 
or a triple speed drive. The choice is 
just too difficult! Obviously faster is 
better and a quad speed drive really 
is faster than a triple speed drive, but 
it costs more and it is up to you to 
decide if it is worth the extra. At the 
moment the lowest cost cjuad drive 
isn’t much more than the average 
triple speed. Personally Ifind that 
for some tasks a cjuad speed drive is 
still too slow, while for others even a 
double speed drive is fine. 

It also does depend on the machine 
you are using the drive with. You can 
use any drive with any machine, but 
if you fit a quad speed drive to a 
486DX-25 that is running out of 
hard disk space, you willfind that the 
software stops and starts and gener¬ 
ally runs too slowly for reasons other 
than the CD-ROM. There has to be 


a balance in cdl things. Try to work 
out what factors make your machine 
run slowly — is it lack of RAM 
causing programs to make use of the 
hard disk, is it a slow video card 
making screen re-draws take an age, 
etc? By noticing exactly what it is 
that keeps you waiting you can work 
out not only what you might do 
about it, but what it is worth adding. 

Yes you can upgrade your 
machine to a DX-2 by plugging in a 
new processor, but you might be 
shocked at the price—around £300! 
Upgrading to anything much faster 
than a DX2-66 might be possible, 
but it would depend on the mother¬ 
board your machine was using and 
whether or not it had an Overdrive 
socket and its exact type. You need 
specific advice from a dealer trying 
to sell you an upgrade. 

Einally, I can’t imagine the last 
word in CD-ROM drives being quad 
speed if you are looking three to four 
years ahead! 

Buying a PC 

My son wants to buy a PC 
with a CD-ROM drive and 
a hard disk which must be 
quite powerful and fast. The 
only problem is he has only £1,000 
at his disposal and the PCs he has 
been looking at with the above 
specifications all seem to be priced 
at around £1,500. Can you reeom- 
mend something? I would be pre¬ 
pared to add to the £1,000 if 
absolutely necessary. 

Sue Ridehalgh 
Burnley 

■ Because the prices of the 
most powerful machines are 
currently falling, you should 
be able to get a reasonable 
machine for around £1,000, even if 
you want to stick to machines with a 
reasonably well-known brand name. 
You need at least a 486SX-33, with 
a VL bus based video and disk con¬ 
troller. The disk should be at least 
250Mb and the minimum RAM is 
4Mb. You can get this specification 
for around £900 and adding a CD- 
ROM drive and sound card to the 
specification should increase the 
price by around £150. If you need to 
cut corners, then think in terms of 
saving on those areas where upgrade 
is possible in the future. For example, 
the hard disk is more difficult and 
expensive to upgrade than memory, 
so ifpossible go for a larger hard disk 
— 400Mb say. You can stick with 
4 Mb of RAM even though 8 Mb is 
much, much better. You might even 
contemplate going for a better basic 


machine — a 486DX2-66 is almost 
twice as fast and only a bit more 
expensive at around£1000-£l 100 — 
and then adding the multimedia 
extras later. 

Jumping joysticks 

I am having problems 
trying to get my joystick to 
work with several games 
including Megarace, Crazy 
Cars 3, Sleepwalker and Astro fire 
(which I got from the PC Review 
cover disk). My joystick is the War¬ 
rior 5 and the problems I am 
eneountering involve the joystick 
not being able to move in some 
directions and moving constantly 
in others. In Sleepwalker, for 
example, Ralph constantly jumps 
and refuses to move to the left and 
in CC3 the joystick won’t move 
down and has problems moving to 
the left. I’ve tried adjusting the 
trimmers, but this doesn’t seem to 
help. Do you think my joystick may 
be faulty? (I have two joystick ports 
but have disabled one.) 

My final problem is in con¬ 
necting my CD drive to my sound 
card. I am currently using the host 
adapter supplied, but would like to 
be able to play CD’s through my 
sound card. I have included dia¬ 
grams of the connection on both. 
Can you suggest a suitable adapter 
or lead that will correct them? 

Luke Noel-Storr 
Telford 

■ Some games are better than 
others at working with the 
PCs joystick. If a gam.e has 
a calibration routine built in, 
then the setting of the trimmers is 
more or less irrelevant. Without cal¬ 
ibration the setting of the trimmers 
is important. It might be that your 
joystick is beginning to become 
sticky, but only trying another joy¬ 
stick would prove this beyond any 
doubt. Also it is worth making sure 
that the second game port really is 
disabled — a PC can only have one 
game port fitted. 

To make the CD play through the 
sound card all you have to do is con¬ 
nect the audio out on the CD-ROM 
drive, to the audio in on the sound 
card. This is achieved using a simple 
audio cable with 4-pin connectors on 
each end. The only trouble is that 
there are two standards for this cable 
(at least) Sony and Mitsumi!Pana¬ 
sonic. As the CD-ROM drive that 
you have is a Sony standard drive 
(Philips CM 206) and the sound 
card that you have supports both 
standard—simply unplug the audio 
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cable from the host adapter and plug 
it into the Sony External connector 
on the sound card. In other words, 
you don’t need any extra adapters or 
leads —just move the existing one. 


Odd sounds from my PC 

I I recently purchased the 
October issue of PC 
Review. I am having diffi¬ 
culties with the Under a 
Killing Moon demo. This mani¬ 
fests itself in the manner of a low 
level, but noticeable rumbling 
sound coming from the speakers 
at the point when the game asks if 
you want the interactive demo or 
the movie. The noise gets much 
worse when the mouse is moved. 

My machine is a 486DX 33MHz 
with 8Mb of RAM, a 340Mb hard 
disk, a 1Mb Cirrus logic VL-BUS 
video card and an SVGA monitor. 
I have a Sound Blaster Pro sound 
card installed. I have not had any 
similar problems with other games 
software. I changed the mouse and 
its software driver but to no avail. 
There was no difference in the 
symptoms. 

B Kendrick 
South Humberside 


I have to admit that I get a 
low rumble too, although on 
my machine it doesn’t seem 
to be affected by the mouse. 
I can only assume that it is some¬ 
thing to do with the way that the pro¬ 
gram makes use of the sound card. 
It could be that servicing a mouse 
interrupt causes the program to 
ignore the sound cardfor a moment 
and so introduce a transient spike in 
the audio output. Moving the mouse 
would result in more mouse inter¬ 
rupts and more transients. Perhaps 
some users, and the games designers, 
can’t hear the rumble because the 
speakers connected to their sound 
cards don’t work down to such low 
frequencies. 



Is it a virus? 

It all started about five 
months ago. I bought Test 
Drive II cheap and installed 
it to my hard drive. I played 
it a couple of times when it cut off! 
I bought the game from a Cash and 


Carry for £4.99. When this hap¬ 
pened I decided to take it back, but 
in the end I never managed it, so I 
forgot all about it. 

A couple of months later I 
played a shareware game that I 
bought for £1.99 in Ireland. 

I got home and tried it, but just 
as I pressed the Return key it froze. 
I tried to reset my PC but nothing 
happened and I switched it off at 
the back. 

I loaded Scandisk and checked 
all my disks. Every time it seemed 
to have a problem, and in the end 
my disk was full of corrections. 

Can you please tell me, have I 
caught something? I’m totally con¬ 
fused. 

Peter Thompson 
Rugby 


■ Installing software to a hard 
disk which then fails suggests 
a problem with the hard disk. 
The problem need not be 
caused by the software, but the last 
item of software you installed is 
likely to pick up the problem. Run¬ 
ning Scandisk checks and corrects 
the entire disk. Thefact that a share¬ 
ware game crashed and the machine 
had to be switched off could either 
be the cause of the errors or just the 
symptom. Switching a machine off 
while it is writing to the disk can 
damage what is stored on it. Don’t 
do it if you can help it. Run Scandisk 
on a regular basis and see if problems 
that it corrects re-occur. If they do, 
it could be the disk drive is beginning 
to fail — this is a pure hardware 
problem and nothing to do with soft- 


r QUERIES TO: ^ 

Send your PC problems and 
queries to Mike James at 
Q&A, 

PC Review, 

30-32 Farringdon Lane, 

London EC1R 3AU 
or via e-mail to 

infomax@cix.compulink.co.uk. 

We’re sorry, but Mike can 
only answer questions on these 
pages, so please don’t ask for 
personal replies. 

ware or viruses in particular. It’s 
understandable to suspect a virus if 
your restarts actingniysteriously, 
but unfortunately hardware faults 
are much more common. 


Q&A UPDATE 


WHAT’S NEXT? 

It doesn’t matter if you are about to buy a PC or already own one, the worry of how soon it will be obsolete, or at 
least not good enough to keep you happy, is a serious issue. There is no point in thinking that the PC market will 
settle down and allow you to make a safe purchase or stop worrying about whether or not your machine is still 
OK. The development of the PC towards increasing power for less cash isn’t likely to change if the past is any pre¬ 
dictor of the future. But if you are watching what is going on you might be a bit puzzled about the future of the PC. 
Until quite recently it looked as though progress was a matter of simple arithmetic. The 286 gave way to the 386 
and then the 486. Even though Intel decided to call its next processor in line the Pentium, you can still think of it 
as the 586 and it is tempting to think that the processor of the immediate future is going to be the 686 and so on. 
Indeed Intel is hard at work on the replacement for the Pentium and it is code named the P6. But focusing on part 
numbers doesn’t really reveal what is going on it isn’t a simple arithmetic progression. Something changed dra¬ 
matically when Intel introduced the Pentium. 

The Pentium is a ‘superscaler’ processor. This sounds very technical, but all it means is that the Pentium tries to 
speed up programs by carrying out more than one instruction at a time. At best the Pentium can actually complete 
two instructions at one go. Before the Pentium all of the processors used in the PC were limited to a one at a time 
instruction mode and any increase in performance in going from the 286 to the 386 and to the 486, was brought 
about by increasing the speed at which a single instruction was obeyed. In other words the Pentium is the first 
sign that future processors will not be faster by being better. Instead, future members of the family will be faster 
because they will contain more than one processor. 

OK, so the way that processors are getting faster has changed, but what has this got to do with the average PC 
user? In other words, why am I burdening you with this knowledge? 

The answer is that it will probably start to affect things in a more radical way that you might expect. As well as 
building superscaler chips to make things go faster, you can actually include multiple processors on one mother¬ 
board. As the Pentium’s price has fallen (yes, it has fallen and It will fall even more over the coming months) dual 
processor motherboards have already started to appear. 

The problem is that to get anything out of a dual processor motherboard you need the right software. And this 
is where it really gets interesting. Which operating system can support more than one processor? Not Windows 
’95 — Microsoft’s next version of Windows. Not OS/2, IBM’s attempt to push Windows and Windows ’95 from your 
machine. The only operating system that currently has this capability is Windows NT. It also happens to be the 
only operating system that can work with non-Intel chips, such as the PowerPC, the Alpha and so on that have 
appeared to confuse the issue. So here is a prediction for you — in the future you will have to consider not only 
how fast a machine is in terms of MHz, but also how many processors it has. “I’ve got a triple 90MHz Pentium — 
is it faster than a dual l50MHz Pentium?” is not a question I’m looking forward to answering. And of course the 
future belongs to Windows NT, not Windows ’95 


O Mike James 
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EXCLUSIVE COWim GAME! 


Yes, it*s true! On both the HD and CD 
Editions of PC GAMES you*U find TUBE, 
an incredible COMPLETE GAME written 
by BULLFROG, the ace coders behind 
Magic Carpet and Theme Park! It*s 
EXCLUSIVE to PC GAMES, and it’s fab! 
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WITHOUT BEING TOO MODEST, MEAN MACHINES 
SEGA IS THE HOME OF THE EXCLUSIVE. IT'S FIRST 
FOR NEWS, PREVIEWS, REVIEWS AND GOSSIP — 
EVERYTHING THE DISCERNING SEGA OWNER NEEDS, 
IN FACT. GET THE COMPLETE GAMING PICTURE — GET 
MEAN MACHINES SEGA... 

OUT THE 30TH OF EVERY MONTH. 


BRITAIN'S BUBBLIEST 
AND BEST-SELLING 
SEGA MAGAZINE! 





PC Review welcomes your opinions 
on just about any PC-related 
subject. We reserve the right to edit 
your letters, and we*ll also assume 
correspondence is for publication 
unless you state otherwise. 


Net users down under 

Greetings from Down Under. Now 
I am not going to begin with the 
usual blurb and tell you what type 
of system I am running. But I am 
instead going to say that I am a 39- 
year-old ‘avid’ games player, who 
is constantly saving up the money 
to purchase upgrades for my 
machine, so that I can keep up with 
the everchanging basic require¬ 
ments needed to run the latest 
games on it. 

So it is good to see a magazine 
that is not entirely devoted to 
games and has a good cross section 
of general articles aimed at the 
home computer user like myself 

I started out on computers many 
years ago with the C64, and have 
upgraded ever since, although I 
must admit that I still receive some 
flak from my old Amiga friends for 
changing to that evil office 
machine, the PC. 

I read with much interest the 
articles in recent magazines 
regarding the advent of the super¬ 
highway and the use of the 
Internet. And having recently pur¬ 
chased a modem and begun to 
experiment with it bringing local 
BBSs, I thought it was time to go 
exploring on this highway to 
adventure and see where I would 
eventually end up. 

I was amazed. I managed to dial 
into a University in Ohio and have 
a look around, before zooming off 
to the NASA centre library were I 
downloaded some GIFs of the 
Shuttle missions. 

It was then off to Apogee Soft¬ 
ware to have a look around its 


system at the latest news items, then 
finally to another University in 
Baltimore for a browse through its 
files. All the while I was joining in 
to have a chat with other users in 
Arabia, France, USA, Sweden and 
so on. And all this for the price of 
a local 25c phone call. 

I understand that in the UK, you 
have timed phone calls. In Aus¬ 
tralia the basic call price of 25c enti¬ 
tles you to one minute to infinity 
which makes it very handy if you 
possess a modem. 

Mind you, I expect that if timed 
calls were introduced over here, I 
would probably sell the modem 
and go back to watching Home 
and Away or Neighbours. 

I have heard good and bad about 
the Internet; at the moment I find 
it very useful and informative, but 
I do not intend to abuse this system 
and become hooked. In this day 
and age of computer advancement, 
it is good to know that I can dial 
into any reference source around 
the globe or send mail across the 
world in an instant. As I have done 
with this letter to you. 

Keep up the great work in pro¬ 
ducing this magazine with the latest 
news and reviews — even though 
we get your magazine two months 
behind in Australia. It is funny 
seeing the December cover, wishing 
everyone a happy Christmas when 
I read it in February or early 
March. If any fellow Internet users 
would like to drop me a line I would 
love to hear from you all—contact 
me on the e-mail address below. 

Michael Cross 
cross@ozemaiL com.au 


Whatever happened to ... ? 

Recently a few games seem to have 
gone astray in the gaming world, or 
they have been delayed so far back 
that no one knows when they might 
or even if they might come out. So 
could you please bring back the 
Whatever Happened To ... ? 
column so I can have a better idea 
when these games are coming out. 

Do you know if Rebel Assault 2 
is on the drawing board ? 

Rahul Sareen 
ratatak@cix. compulink. co. uk 

The trouble with Whatever Hap¬ 
pened To...? was that it was dom¬ 
inated by the same games, month in, 
month out. Oh, the joys of waiting 
for Strike Commander, Dungeon 
Master, Under a Killing Moon et al. 

There is no official word at all 
from LueasArts about Rebel 
Assault. However, we’d be amazed 
if it didn’t produce another Star 
Wars CD game (wouldn’t you?), 
and well, there are all those new Star 
Wars movies due to come out in the 
later part of this year too ... 

DOS dissenter 

I am writing concerning 
DOS4/GW (or whatever it is) as I 
would like to state quite categori¬ 
cally that I loathe this piece of soft¬ 
ware. I’m sure it does wonderful 
things, but if you own a 2Mb 
machine (like I do) then you can’t 
help but find it next to useless. I’m 
just thankful LueasArts doesn’t 
seem to have started using it yet. 

I will admit my machine is slow 
(an AcerPower 386SX with a 
486SX chip in the upgrade slot). 
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but I’m sure I could have got some 
enjoyment out of SimCity 2000, 
Gabriel Knight, and Doom. I 
played Sierra’s demo of Gabriel 
Knight and really looked forward 
to playing the full game (the demo 
fairly zipped along.) But some¬ 
where along the line it was changed 
to a 4Mb game. But wait a minute, 
this was an adventure game! They 
could at least have provided a 2Mb 
game with no sound effects. 

SimCity 2000 is another bizarre 
game. It’s slow on a 486DX/33, but 
would probably run faster if you 
could turn off all the little anima¬ 
tions (not as pretty. I’ll grant you.) 
Why wasn’t it possible to get this 
game to run cut-down under 2Mb? 

Doom is one of the worst 
offenders as far as I’m concerned. 
How come Underworld II can run 
under 2Mb, but this can’t. How 
come the full game is so much more 
jerky than the demo (episode three 
is unplayable in some sections on 
my friend’s 486DX/33!) Where is 
the fun I had in Wolf3D (yes I 
know it’s atmospheric, but in 
Wolf3D you actually felt like you 
were killing people, not just zom¬ 
bies and daemons!) 

Anyway, now I’ve got my self- 
pitying moan off my chest. I’d like 
to say what an excellent magazine 
you have. I personally uphold the 9 
ratings you have given, with only a 
few comments: X-Wing deserves a 
9 — it has all the hallmarks of an 
excellent LueasArts production, 
plus a longevity rivalled by only the 
most complete of flight sims! 

There have been a lot of 9-rated 
games, but do all of them still 











deserve their score? Surely Chess- 
master 3000 can’t cut the mustard 
these days as a 9. Try re-reviewing 
games over, say, two years old to 
check they still deserve their mark. 

My third point: Civilization isn’t 
as good as you say it is. 

And finally, in reply to R J Scott 
(Issue 37): about a quarter of the 
British population may appear to 
watch Neighbours — that doesn’t 
mean it’s good! 

Theo Graham-Brown 
mbcx4tjg@stud. man. ac. uk) 

Sounding off 

I, like many Ultrasound users am 
getting completely fed up with the 
amount of games using DOS4GW, 
and not giving native Ultrasound 
support. Now we all know that for 
its money the GUS is the best 
sounding card, given native sup¬ 
port that is. Granted SBOS isn’t too 
hot, but Megaem and Ultramid 
give good results. 

The problem with DOS4GW is 
that both SBOS and Megaem will 
not work — or rather SBOS will 
work with some games, but not 
properly. 

It’s got to the stage where I really 
have to consider hard what game I 
buy, just in case it uses DOS4GW. 
Even my enjoyment of your cover 
disks is being reduced. Recent 


games that have appeared on cover 
disks and haven’t worked properly 
with the GUS include Under a 
Killing Moon, Cycle Mania, Super 
Karts, Theme Park and Creature 
Shock. I know that Theme Park 
has Ultrasound support, but what 
of the others? I for one won’t be 
buying them if they don’t have 
native support, its not worth 
buying it to find that due to 
DOS4GW you have to play the 
game without sound. Its time soft¬ 
ware houses stopped supporting 
the Sound Blaster, and started to 
give the GUS some decent support. 
Even the AWE32 is getting good 
support now, and I think it’s rub¬ 
bish compared to the GUS. 

Take Dark Legions from SSI for 
example. After reading a number 
of reviews I thought, right. I’ll get 
that (cue flashback, mist and soft 
music). As an old Spectrum owner 
I remember the nights playing 
Chaos with a few mates and 
thought that Dark Legions could 
give the same enjoyment (end mist 
and soft music). Having bought the 
game on CD-ROM (so saving the 
30-odd Mb of disk space), I stuck 
the disk in and to my horror of hor¬ 
rors saw the dreaded 
DOS4GW.exe. 

I was then relieved to see that the 
game uses Miles drivers, so I reck¬ 


oned I could copy the Ultrasound 
drivers over and use Ultramid. 
After doing this I ran the game, and 
lo and behold, it crashed. The only 
sound I can get from the game is 
some very suspect music and no 
digital effects by using SBOS. 

I e-mailed SSI in the states con¬ 
cerning the problem, as I recalled 
that I read somewhere that Dark 
Legions was going to have GUS 
support. SSI told me that version 
1.1 of the game will work with the 
GUS. But I have version 1, so I 
wrote to US Gold and got a reply 
saying that they knew of no patch 
disk for the game. I e-mailed SSI in 
the States again, and they said that 
there is a patch for version 1.1 and 
I can order it from them in the US. 

One final point: why doesn’t 
anyone do a new version of Chaos? 
It would be a sure hit among the 
old Spectrum owners. 

K Hoskin 
k.hoskin@plymouth. ac. uk 

Pen pal plea 

Having recently discovered your 
magazine, I now have it on order 
every month from my local 
newsagent. I think you produce an 
excellent mag with the right info to 
keep you reading, and enough 
entertainment to keep you busy 
until next issue. 


NEXT MONTH 


in 



REVIEW 


The one thing I have noticed 
however, is that you don’t have a 
pen pal section, and I thought it 
would be interesting to communi¬ 
cate on disk or via modem with 
others across the world. If there is 
a chance of a pen pal column I 
would like you to add my ad. 

“I’m looking for an English pen 
pal with an IBM PC, who is inter¬ 
ested in role-playing games, flight 
simulators and strategy games. I 
am looking for a boy/girl between 
13 and 14.1 am a 14-year-old boy. 

I live in Australia and will answer 
most letters. Please include a photo, 
a list of hobbies and a brief descrip¬ 
tion about yourself on either paper 
or a 3.5” disk.” 

Andrew Scott Sanders 
12 Vandiemen Avenue 
Willmot NSW 2770 
Australia 

Since there is little chance of us 
running a pen pals column, Andrew, 
we’ve printed your ad right here 
and now. 

rWRIIEIO-1 

Letters 

PC Review, 30-32 Farringdon 

Lane, London, EC1R 3AU 

or e-mail us on 

pcreview@cix.compulink.co.uk. 


The fastest CD-ROM drives in the world 

Quad speed CD-ROM drives are not only becoming increasingly 
common in the shops, but they are dropping in price faster than your 
average small rock. We take six of the best and put them under the micro¬ 
scope in the PC Review group test. 



Words and pictures 

Today’s powerful PCs are ideal for personal desktop publishing pro¬ 
jects. Whether you want to create a newsletter, programmes for the local 
theatre group, or posters for the village fete, you can give those docu¬ 
ments a professional look with a DTP program that won’t cost the earth. 
We track down the best low-cost, high-feature programmes for you. 
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NB Contents may be subject to change. 


Games 

There’s just no stopping the PC these days. Look at all these games 
coming out. . . Stonekeep, Discworld, Aladdin, Wings of Glory . .. 
and we plan to be reviewing every single one of those next month. 

To be absolutely certain of getting PC Review, why not 
reserve your own special copy? Fill in the form below, 
hand it to your newsagent and he/she will make sure an 
issue is kept for you. 


Yes, I simply can’t risk missing out on the world’s finest PC 
entertainment magazine. Please reserve me a copy of PC 
Review every month. It comes out on the 15th, and I know it will 
be selling like hot cakes. 

I would like the 

□ disk-based version of PC Review 

□ CD-ROM version of PC Review 

Name. 

Address. 
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EMAP Images 

honours the greatest 
achievements of the 
games industry 
annually with our 
glittering Golden 
Joysticks awards. 

These prized trophies 
are honoured by the 
industry more than any 
others - because they’re 
the only awards that 
you, the readers, vote 
for. And the time has 
come once again for us 
to poll our readers. 
Simply fill in the form 
below and send it off to: 
Golden Joysticks 1995, 
c/o Marketing 
Department, EMAP 
Images, Priory Court, 
30-32 Farringdon Lane, 
London EC1 R 3AU. 
Every entrant for the 
awards is automatically 
entered into a special 
prize draw, and the 
winner walks away with 
£500 worth of software 
for his or her machine! 


vote now and you 
could win £500 worth 
of software! 


BEST COMPUTER STRATEGY/SIMULATION 

This category covers many several genres, specifically: racing simulations, flight sims and 
■ w ar games. Vote for your favourite of 1994 here. 

BEST COMPUTER STRATEGY/SIMULATION: 

BEST LICENSED COMPUTER GAME 

D Which arcade conversion, officially licensed title or movie tie-in appealed to you the most T 
in 1994? _ J 

BEST LICENSED COMPUTER GAM E: 

BEST ORIGINAL COMPUTER GAME 

What was your favourite game of the year which DIDN’T rely on an official license? 

BEST ORIGINAL COMPUTER GAME: 

Ibest multi media game 

The huge storage space of CD-ROM has enabled programmers to create incredible 
1 software that just couldn’t be done on a normal, floppy disc based machine. Which CD j 
! title would you rate as the best of the year? 

BEAT MULTIMEDIA GAME: 

BEST ADVENTURE GAME 

The adventure game market has remained extremely strong over the last year with some 
very commendable releases for all computers. Choose your favourite here. 

BEST ADVENTURE GAME: 

BEST ARCADE CONVERSION GAME 

Ln Conversions of arcade games are as popular as ever - vote for your favourite of 1994 
here._ 

BEAT ARCADE CONVERSION GAME: 

COMPUTER GAME OF THE YEAR 

Which game overall would you rank as th e greatest of 1994? 

COMPUTER GAME OF THE YEAR: 

SOFTWARE HOUSE OF THE YEAR 

One of our most prestigious awards. Which games producer do YOU think has maintained 
the greatest quality and produced the best games in 1994? 

SOFTWARE HOUSE OF THE YEAR: 

f BEST COMPUTER PROGRAMMER OF THE YEAR 

As well as bestowing awards on the software houses and the games themselves, we can’t 
forget some of the most important people in the industry - the people who program the 
~ ames. Which individual or team do you rate as the best programmer(s) of the year? 

S BEST COMPUTER PROGRAMMER OF THE YEAR: 

BEST AD OF THE YEAR 

A decent marketing campaign can be the make or break of a particular game or brand. 

Which advert in particular stood out for you? It could be a game ad, hardware ad - on TV,- 
radio or in the games magazines. 

!■ BEST AD OF THE YE A^ 

PRIZE DRAW FORM 

'Name:. 

Address:. 

"elephone Number: ... 

Machine Owned:. 




GOLDEN 
JOYSTICKS 


AWARDS 1995 
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From the subli 



Y es we’ve done it again, after the fantastic response to our limited 
CD-ROM drive subscription offer, we’ve now devised another 
cracking package to give you, as a potential subscriber, the very best 
value for money. 

14 issues of PC Review for the price of 12 

That's 14 issues of the HD version for only £47.40, 
14 issues of the CD version for only £59.40 


...AND HERFS 7 MORE REASONS WHY YOU SHOULD SUBSCRIBE TODAY: 

o FREE delivery to your door. (UK) 

Get your copy before it hits the shops. 

An additional £2 off if you pay by DIREQ DEBIT. 

Price protection for a year-this offer is inflation proof. 


o 


o 


o 


o 


Special refund guarantee should you decide to cancel at anytime, 
o Never miss another issue of PC Review. 

This offer is better than you’ll find anywhere else. 


o 


Please note 14 issues for 12 offer open to UK residents only. 


How to subscribe 

Simply complete the form opposite, enclosing payment, and send to: Tower Publishing, Tower House, Sovereign Park, Lathkill Street, Market 
Harborough, Leicester LEI 6 9EF. Alternatively call the PC Review Subscription hotline on 0858 468888 quoting relevant offer and source code. 
(Between 9.00 am and 5.30pm Monday to Friday) 
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^l«y*W* (tome from this stunning RPC 
Oorlino KIn<i(>r»l^y 
The Itoet CO retoreoc* guMes yet? 
e for yourself with this special sampler demo 

Mystery and maytiem in Loncton 


Rolling demo of 
Electronic Arts’ 
state-of-the-art 
> CD golf game 


Hear Chris Barrie as 
Simon In this 
beautiful CD demo 


Specially-written 
CD demo from 




fe with Issue 37 November 1< 
NOT TO BE SOLO SEPARATELV 

Full instructions and playing 
details inside the magazine 
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Fast-action 
motorbiking in this 
customised extract 
from Accolade’s 
latest racing 


to the ridiculous! 


Infogrames’ classic 
horror tale 


1 Priority subscription form 


□ Yes I’d like to subscribe to PC Review 

□ 1 am an existing subscriber so please extend my current subscription. 

Please tick subscription required: 

□ UK- £47.40 14 for the price of 12 HD CHO/CC Offer code C1J 

□ UK- £59.40 14 for the price of 12 CD CHC/CC Offer code C1L 

□ UK Direct Debit 14 for the price of 12 £45.40 HD Offer code 01 K 

□ UK Direct Debit 14 for the price of 12 £57.40 CD Offer code C1M 

□ HD Surface RCW £55 □ CD Surface RCW £67 {'72/ssuesj 

□ HD Airmail Europe £65 □ CDAirmail Europe £77 (12 issues) 

□ HD Airmail Zone 1 £95 □ CD Airmail Zone 1 £107 (12 issues) 

□ HD Airmail Zone 2 £95 □ CD Airmail Zone 2 £107(72 issues) 

Please note Direct Debit offer open to UK residents only. 

Name 

Address 





Postcode 

□ Tick this box if you do not wish to recieve any direct mail that Emap Images 

Ltd feels may be of interest to you. Source code IC93 


The Direct Debit Guarantee 

* This Guarantee is offered by all Banks and Building Societies that take part in the Direct Debit 
Scheme. The efficiency and security of the Scheme is monitored and protected by your own Bank 
or Building Society. 

* If the amounts to be paid or the payment dates change, you will be told of this in advance by at 
least 14 days as agreed. 

* If an error is made by EMAP Images Ltd. or your Bank or Building Society, you are guaranteed a 
full and immediate refund from your branch of the amount paid. 

* You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by writing to your Bank or Building Society. Please also 
send a copy of your letter to us.Please allow 28 days from receipt of order for fullfillment. 14 for the 
price of 12 offer open to UK residents only. 


OFFER CLOSES: MARCH 15TH 1994 


Method of payment 


1 Direct Debit UK oniy 

Save £2 on a one year subscription. 



Originators ID 
No.724096 


Sort code EUlHIlIIllIIllZliZ] Account Number [ZllIIinilllllllLIllIIllIIllIIl 


Account Holder(s)_ 

Bank_Branch 

Address 


Postcode 


Please pay Emap Consumer Magazines Ltd Direct Debits from the account detailed on the 
instruction subject to the safeguards on the Direct Debit guarantee. 


Your signature(s)^_ 

Date____ 

Originators identification number 724096 

N.B Banks may refuse to accept instructions on some types of accounts. 

No acknowledgement required. Source COde IC93 


2 Credit Card Payment 

Please charge my Visa Access/Mastercard Amex 

Card Number □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 

Card Expiry Date DDDD 

Your Signature_Date 

3 Cheque 

A cheque is enclosed for £_(sterling) 

made payable to Emap Images Ltd. 
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Top: Fergus 
McGovern, 
founder and 
director of 
Probe 
Entertain¬ 
ment (for¬ 
merly Probe 
Software). 
Right and 
below: one 
of Probe’s 
most infa¬ 
mous 
games, 
Mortal 
Kombat, 
published 
by Acclaim. 


A self-confessed video game nut, 
Fergus McGovern set up Probe 
Software (now Probe Entertain¬ 
ment) 10 years ago, with a game 
for the Spectrum 
called Escape from Alcatraz. 

Since then. Probe has been 
responsible for some of the 
best-known titles in computer 
gaming: SimCity, Lemmings... 

Yes Lemmings. You see. Probe 
Entertainment is a development 
house. Which means as well as 
creating original games under 
licence to publishers, such as 
OutRun for US Gold and Mortal 
Kombat II for Acclaim, it also han¬ 
dles conversion work—hence SimCity (for 
the Atari ST and Amiga) and Lemmings 
(for Sega). So what is life like when the 
world doesn’t know your name? 


Fergus McGovern: “Well, half the time 
they’ll give us something like this [holds up 
a huge tome of typewritten pages in a ring 
binder] and they say, ‘Read this, design all 
of the game, look at the scenes from the film 
and put them in, and come back in a year’s 
time, Fergus, and thanks for the game. 


Are there original 
games that you might 
like to publish your¬ 
self? 



PC Review: Do you feel restricted 
hy the fact that you’re always doing 
games for other people? 



ally developing a 
number of orig¬ 
inal games that 
are both 
licences and originals. 

Alien Trilogy, for example is an original 
game that we are designing with original 
motion capture and backgrounds and 
everything else. And because it’s not linked 
to a film launch, it’ll come out when it’s 
ready. As far as publishing goes, I think 
we’ve probably got a little bit further to go 
with development before we start to pub¬ 
lish, but then, I would like to be a publisher 
at some point. 

Do developers get enough credit for 
their work? 

“No they don’t. The publisher is the face to 
the public, but 95% of all games aren’t 
written by publishers, they’re written by 
either small independent groups, like 


Probe, or individuals. It’s quite amazing 
that when you put in all that work and all 
that effort that the publishing company 
doesn’t even want to give you credit.” 

Why do you let this happen? 

One of the reasons why Probe lets it happen 
is that a lot of the stuff that we are involved 
with is licences owned by other people and 
they control the copyright and they control 
the artistic licence. So the best we can hope 
for is for them to say we actually developed 
it. Saying that, you’ll notice that every year 
the Probe name on the box gets bigger and 
stronger on the software, so that 
it says “A Probe development”. 
Now we try to keep that as a fea¬ 
ture too — and that’s encoded into 
the games so they can’t do anything 
about that! 

What have you got coming up 
for the PC? 

“We’ve got a number of licences that 
we’re doing, such as Bomberman on 
PC, Mortal Kombat IT We’ve also got 
the rights for Die Hard 3, for which we’re 
doing a trilogy with loads and loads of 
stills from the movies, and then there’s 
Alien Trilogy on the PC.” 

Why haven’t you developed for the 
PC before? 

“Because we develop so many projects, we 
actually are doing PC stuff, it just doesn’t 
represent that much of our business. I 
mean, we did Supremacy three years ago. 
We did Terminator 2 the coin-op. Mortal 
Kombat 1. But the quest is now a lot more 
for Sony, Saturn, PC and Mac-based 
games. You write a game now which is 
easily portable, so that all the graphics are 
to the highest resolution, and then it makes 
sense to do it for the PC as well.” 
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THE STORY SO FAR 


You are the Game Player. Malignant forces are 
attacking your computer. Your power to play 
has been stopped cold in its tracks... 


You need help! Await further 
instructions. 


YOUR M SSiON 




Get the Gamerunner and regain 
control of your PC. QEMM, HyperDisk 
and AXIS The Gamecheater unleash your 
maximum gaming potential. 


QEMM liberates your memory so you can play again. 
HyperDisk releases your hard drive from its 
shackles. AXIS The Gamecheater breaks the rules 
for you. 


MORE MEMORY + MORE SPEED + MORE FUN 


^AMERUNNER 

NOTHING CAN STOP YOU NOW 


Quarterdeck UK: WIdford Hall, Widford Hall Lane, Chelmsford CM2 STD. Tel +44 (0)1245 496699 Fax +44 (0) 1245 495284 
Quarterdeck International: B.I.M. House, Crofton Terrace, Dun Laoghaire, Dublin. Tel +353 (I) 284 1444 Fax +353 (I) 284 4380 

Quarterdeck France: Tel +33 (I) 43 20 38 46 
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With Gamerunner, you are in control: 
nothing can stop the action! 
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BC RACERS - it's pre-hysterical 

Cool n' crazy CLIFF ACE is gettin' iri'some quality time 

with his cave-babe ROXY as they speed n' smash their 



way on a dino-powered dirtbike through 32 howlin' 
heats in a madcap, 3D, cartoon race against a hardrock 
host of rocky racers! Up to 2-players. 
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ALSO AVAILABLE ON PC & PC CD ROM 


BC Racers © Core Design Limited. All Rights Reserved. 55 Ashbourne Road, Derby DE22 3FS. Telephone (01332) 297797 Facsimile (01332) 381511. 
SEGA and SEGA MEGA-CD are all registered trademarks of Sega Enterprises Limited. All rights reserved. 





